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Your Business With Us Is Con�idential. Free Background Information Upon Request.

ROBERT BOYD
AND ASSOCIATES

LAW FIRM PLLC

103 Woodchase Park Drive
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

601-925-5511

"Good news you can use"

Tennis servicesTennis services
agreement foragreement for
Brighton ParkBrighton Park
approvedapproved

By Randy Bell    

A company which runs 
tennis programs in Mad-
ison and Hattiesburg will 
soon be doing the same 
thing in Clinton.  The Board 
of Aldermen voted July 19 
to approve a contract with 
EKS Management LLC to 
provide tennis services 
at Brighton Park effective 
September 1.   

Company CEO Justyn 
Schelver says the first pri-
orities are setting up space 
for the pro shop, putting 
together a marketing cam-
paign and developing a 
program structure.  

“Not necessarily final-
ized,” Schelver says, “but 
a good concrete start in 
place and then getting that 
out to the community.”

cont. on page 7

Outsourced tennis services at Brighton Park were authorized to begin September 1 by the Board of Aldermen at their July 19 meeting. Photo by Doris Bynum

City partners with consultant to plan 84-acre park
By Randy Bell   

A restaurant tax approved in 
July will generate money for park 
improvements in Clinton.  But the 
City is also looking farther into 
the future as it begins work with 
a consultant to envision a new 84-
acre park.  

At its July 19 meeting, the 
Board of Aldermen approved an 
agreement to pay Design Work-
shop/Native Habitats $165,465 
to guide the City in develop-
ing a master plan for the park, 
which would be located south 
of I-20 and north of Butts Park.  
The work to be conducted in 
four phases over the next year 
includes an analysis of the site, 
holding community meetings to 
get public input on the project, 

coming up with design alterna-
tives and then a “final vision” of 
the park.

The company says its goal is 
to create “a unique regional park 
aimed at attracting visitors from 
across the South and beyond.”   
The design will include an RV 
park and an office building.

Mayor Phil Fisher says it helps 
that the consultants are based 
nearby, in Flora.  

“They’ll be able to start getting 
with us and getting these plans to-
gether, explaining the concept.”  

Fisher says the naturalistic ap-
proach will involve making the 
best use of the resources at the 
park site, including a couple of 
ditches that might otherwise be 
considered wasted space.  

“After we get the plan in a 

year,” the mayor says, “then 
we’re going to have to go about 
deciding this [part of the proj-
ect] is first, this is second, this is 
third, and then go about getting 
the money for it.”  

It may take several years to 
complete the project, but Fish-
er believes the park will be well 
worth the effort.

“I look for it to be a very beau-
tiful place.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Native Hab-
itats Landscape Architecture is 
located in Flora, Mississippi. De-
sign Workshop is an international 
landscape architecture, planning 
and urban design firm with work 
spanning the globe and offices 
across the United States, as well 
as internationally.
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www.AlfaInsurance.com

Auto  Home   Life

Jonathan Ford 
543B Highway 80W
Clinton, MS 39056
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jford2@alfains.com
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Call Alfa®. The best agents in the business.

Value You 
Can Trust
At Alfa Insurance®, value 
means more than just great 
prices. It’s fast claims service 
and personal attention from 
our helpful, hometown team. 
With Alfa®, you can count on 
us to be there when you need 
us most. Call Alfa®, and let us 
help you save on car, home 
and life insurance. 



The Clinton CourierAugust 2, 2022 3

Like Us on Facebook For more listings, visit our website: GodfreyMchannRealty.com

CLINTON
$409,890–4BR/3BA

Lee Irwin
601-259-5544

VICKSBURG
$39,900–± .62 Acres

Bracey Godfrey
601-832-3971

JACKSON
$229,900—3BR/2.5BA

Karen Godfrey
601-672-0829

EDWARDS
$1,300,000–4BR/4.5BA

± 12 Acres
Karen Godfrey
601-672-0829

CLINTON
$199,900-3BR/3BA

Brad McHann
601-259-0269

“ALL THINGS REAL ESTATE”

BRANDON
$140,000–± 5.08 Acres

Jessie Melancon
601-754-0297

CLINTON
$392,000-4BR/3BA

Lee Irwin
601-259-5544

JACKSON
$180,000-3BR/2BA

Karen Godfrey
601-672-0829

CLINTON
$315,000-3BR/2.5BA

Mark McNeece
601-214-1949

CLINTON
$269,900-3BR/2BA
Catherine Pannell

601-919-6016

CLINTON—$270,000 
BEAUTIFUL FAMILY HOME!!! 

This beautiful 3BR/2BA home in 
College Hills has space for every-

one! Don’t wait to make an 
appointment with your favorite 

REALTOR to go and see it today!!

Mark McNeece
601-214-1949
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The Clinton Courier has found
its Fan of the Year!

      Kayla Weaver (left), pictured with 
her mother, Cindy Weaver, is the #1 
fan of The Clinton Courier.  She 
knows exactly when the new edition 
comes out, and her mother says the 
first thing Kayla has to do is go and 
get a copy.

 The Clinton Courier is 
thrilled to name her our 
very first Courier Fan of 

the Year!
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hindscc.edu/success

JACKSON  |  NAHC  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

Discover YOUR pathway forward!

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment 
opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and 
activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and 
students to collaboratively learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding  these policies: 
EEOC Compliance: Marquise Kessee, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3458 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu.
Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: 
TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

One College – Six Locations
Countless Career Opportunities!

Schedule a Tour
Register for Classes

Hinds Community College is 
committed to moving people
and communities forward by 
helping develop their purpose,

passion and profession.

Three CHS cheerleaders sign with Hinds Community College

Three Clinton High School cheerleaders recently signed letters of intent to cheer at Hinds Community College. Pictured (l to r) are Amber Robinson, Emma 
Daniel and Kaitlyn Hill.
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Complimentary  
3D invisalign scan  

for all ages.

BEAUTIFUL SMILES FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

Summer 
Smiles

The tans will fade,  
the smiles will last.

749 CLINTON PARK WAY NEXT TO LENNY’S
601-926-1772 · BVOrtho.com

CPSD classes set Meet the Teacher times for August 4
Special to The Clinton Courier   

All Clinton Public School District campuses will hold Meet the Teach-
er Day on Thursday, August 4. During this time, all returning students 
will meet their new teachers and receive their schedules at their desig-
nated campus.

Clinton Park Elementary, the district’s pre-kindergarten 
through first-grade school, will be open from 8 a.m. 
until 3 p.m.

Northside and Eastside Elementary meetings will 
be by appointment only, with appointments being 
made directly with parents or guardians by each 
student’s homeroom teacher. Northside is the sec-
ond- and third-grade school, and Eastside houses  the 
fourth and fifth grades.

Lovett Elementary, the sixth-grade school, will be open 
from 8 a.m. until noon, and from 1 until 3 p.m.

Clinton Junior High School will be open for seventh and eighth graders 
to meet their teachers from 8 until 11:30 a.m., and from 12:30 until 3 p.m.

Sumner Hill Junior High School, the ninth-grade school, will be open 
from 8 a.m. until noon, and from 1 until 4 p.m. Students entering Sumner 
Hill this year are asked to bring their iPad to Meet the Teacher Day in 
order to exchange it for a MacBook.

Clinton High School will be open from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Students whose parent or guardian has not completed the online en-
rollment process or who have not proven residency will not be able to 
receive their schedule on Meet the Teacher Day scheduled for August 4.

Those who have not proven residency must report to Clinton’s Central 
Office building on Easthaven Drive accompanied by their student on 

Monday, August 8, beginning at 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. to prove residency 
and ensure the enrollment process is complete.

Upon completion, students will be assigned a teacher and 
issued a schedule.

The Clinton Park, Northside, Eastside and Lovett cam-
puses will start the 2022-2023 school year on a staggered 

start on August 8 and August 9. Students with last names 
starting with letters A-K will attend on Monday, August 8. 

All students will attend on Wednesday, August 10.
Students with last names starting with letters L-Z will attend on Tues-

day, August 9. The staggered start is designed to help ease the transition 
of the start of school and allow students to get acclimated to their new 
classroom and their teachers.

All secondary students will start the school year on Monday, August 8.
All registration links can be found at the top of the district’s homep-

age at www.ClintonPublicSchools.com. For answers to any registration 
question, contact registration@clintonpublicschools.com or the child’s 
school.
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100 Mt. Salus Drive
Office:  601-924-6671  Care Line:  601-460-0570

EMAIL: info@firstmethodistclinton.org 

Rev. Dr. Ricky James, 
Senior Pastor

LIVESTREAM 
 
SUPER TALK 
RADIO  97.3

SUBSCRIBE TO
PODCAST

      

www.firstmethodistclinton.org
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9AM  TRADITIONS            11AM CONNECTIONS
10AM  SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES       

5:30PM  UNITED NIGHT FOR YOUTH

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER & DISCIPLESHIP
5:15PM FELLOWSHIP DINNER     6PM DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

AUGUST SERMON SERIES

9 month CD Special

2.50%

$5,000 minimum

New Deposits Only

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is 2.529%. Minimum opening deposit of $5,000 new money required. 

Existing money on deposit ineligible for this CD special, New Money Only. Penalties are imposed for early withdrawal.  

 Promotional CD's are non-renewable. Promotion may end without notice. Membership eligibility required.  

 jacksonareafcu.com    

 601.922.7055

Zachary named finalist for Missis-
sippi’s Business Woman of the Year

Special to The Clinton Courier   

Anna Hays Zachary was named among Top 50 Leading Business 
Women in Mississippi for 2021 and has been named a 2022 Top 
10 Finalist for Mississippi’s Business Woman of the Year with the 
Mississippi Business Journal. 
Zachary is Chief Operating Of-
ficer with the Omega Group Ad-
vertising Agency, a full-service 
marketing firm in Ridgeland. 

Zachary has developed na-
tional brands and marketing 
strategies for businesses. Her 
principal role includes the man-
agement of the Omega Group 
client portfolio, brand strategy, 
and management and oversight 
of the Omega Group Agency 
Graphic Design and Communi-
cations Internship Program.

Zachary was previously hon-
ored by the Mississippi College 
Department of Art with the 2018 
Distinguished Young Alumna of the Year Award. She has been a 
featured exhibit designer at the Samuel Marshall Gore Art Galleries 
at Mississippi College.

She serves on the MC Graphic Design Advisory Board. She has 
also served as a DECA Judge with the Mississippi Department of 
Education and is on the Northwest Rankin High School Business 
Advisory Committee.
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He says one of his full-time employees is moving to Clinton “to 
basically take the reins” in the early stages of the Brighton Park 
operation.  And while it won’t officially begin until September, 
Schelver says it’s possible that tennis lessons could be offered ear-
lier. 

Under the proposed rules and regulations submitted to the Board, 
all tennis courts at Brighton will have to be reserved in ninety-min-
ute increments before playing, and players will be required to sign 
in at the pro shop and pay a court rental fee.  

Clinton residents will be charged $3 for recreational play, and 
cost will be $4 for non-residents.  There’s a $12 per hour fee to 
rent a ball machine. 

Proper tennis attire will be required, including shoes appropriate 
for tennis.   

Lessons may only be given by the 
Brighton Park Tennis staff unless 
special arrangements are made.   
Lessons will be offered in pri-
vate sessions, semi-private or 
in small groups.  

Also, a Tennis Committee 
may be formed to provide in-
put into the Brighton Park pro-
gram.  

During the July 19 Board 
meeting, Alderman Chip Wil-
banks said the agreement with 
EKS “will change tennis in Clinton 
in a big, big way.”

Tennis services agreement for Brighton Park approved

The three-year contract 
with EKS includes compen-
sation from the City to EKS 
of $3,900 per month for the 
first year and $2,900 per 
month for the second year. 
No monthly fee will be paid 
by the City for the third year. 
Instead, beginning that year, 
EKS will pay the City a month-
ly rental fee of $750, plus fif-
ty percent of all court fees.

The City will maintain and 
provide daily maintenance 
for the courts and facilities.

EKS will be responsible for 
providing equipment, such as 
the ball machine, cones and 
teaching aids, as well as the 
furniture and all inventory for 
the pro shop.

cont. from front page
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A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC ©2022 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Thank you to everyone at 
Grand Gulf Nuclear Station
Grand Gulf continues to power Mississippi homes and businesses with clean, affordable energy. We are proud of the 

850 men and women who work tirelessly to make this possible. Their achievements help grow Mississippi’s 

economy and build a brighter future for our communities.

Highly Rated Grand Gulf achieved the highest status in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s overall performance 

matrix. This milestone ensures Grand Gulf is ready for service now and in the future.

Record-Setting Production Grand Gulf set an all-time record of 95% capacity factor in 2021, and all-time station records 

for both gross generation and net generation in megawatt-hours.

Low-Cost Power Leader Access to Grand Gulf’s economical, carbon-free energy is critical to keeping our rates among 

the lowest in the nation, and that’s especially important during a time of rising natural gas prices.

Economic Driver Grand Gulf is a major economic driver for Mississippi, employing hundreds of residents, paying millions 

in tax dollars to 45 Mississippi counties and strengthening our communities.

Congratulations to the Grand Gulf team on these recent successes, and thank you for powering a brighter, cleaner future.
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601-573-3238     CardMyYard.com

Red Brick Roads ticket options on sale for August 26-27 event
By Sherry Lucas   

Hot times and cool tunes — that’s what the Red Brick Roads Music and 
Arts Festival brings to Olde Towne Clinton, and the August 26-27 edition 
will be no different. With Terrance Simien and The Zydeco Experience 
climaxing the fest’s Saturday night, it’ll only be more so this year, with 
irresistibly danceable energy fanning the flames of fun at the fest.

The Grammy Award-winning Simien caps a lineup crafted to amp 
up the festival vibe all around. On August 26, the more intimate atmo-
sphere of the Songwriter Showcase eases the popular festival into action 
at 7 p.m. (gates open 6 p.m.) Songwriters Sam Mooney, Polly Mooney, 
Shawn Chambliss and Ryan 
Warnick play into the round rob-
in style of musical sharing, and, 
at 8:30 p.m., Friday’s headliner 
Happy Landing, an alternative 
folk band out of Oxford, takes 
the stage.

On August 27, festival gates 
open at noon. Come prepared to 
shop as well as bop — Red Brick 
Roads’ Craft Market celebrates 
the creative output with an artis-
tic bent.

Music cranks back up at 3 p.m. 
that day, with the trombone-based 
Dem Bones, followed by Jack-
son-based singer/songwriter 
Tatum Henry at 4 p.m. Red and 
the Revelers share a high-ener-
gy brand of swamp soul at 5:30 
p.m., and the harmonic fun of 
popular Nashville-based (and 
Birmingham-born) The Brook 
&andthe Bluff follows at 7 p.m. 
Then Terrance Simien and The 
Zydeco Experience lights up the 
night at 8:30 p.m.

“We’re just hoping to get back to normal again this year,” says Main 
Street Clinton Director Tara Lytal. “People who love this kind of thing 
are going to love it again.” 

The event is jointly hosted by Main Street Clinton and the Clinton 
Chamber of Commerce. A favorite part of the festival, the Red Brick 
Brew Homebrew Competition, provides amateur brewers an outlet for 
sharing and showcasing their passion and seeing how their suds stack up. 
This marks the fourth annual Red Brick Brew, a competition sanctioned 

by the American Homebrewers Association (AHA), with lead judges 
certified by the Beer Judge Certification Program (BJCP).

“Last year, we had over thirty beers entered,” says Allison Reno, com-
petition coordinator. “We hope to have just as many, if not more, this 
year.” Registration is now open at RedBrickBrew.BrewComp.com, with 
a deadline of August 10. Judging takes place August 24. At the Red Brick 
Roads Festival on August 27, the Beer Garden is open for tasting 3:30-5 
p.m., with an awards presentation at 5 p.m. Tasters at the festival get the 
chance to vote for a People’s Choice award.

“Super fun,” is the way Reno describes last year’s Red Brick Brew. 
“One of the bands did a second 
line through the area during the 
tasting … a wonderful treat.” 
Even with a rain shower in the 
middle of it, folks kept spirits 
up and were even cheered by 
the cool-off. Then, “People went 
right back to it afterward. Even 
rain couldn’t stop us last year!”

Clinton homebrewer Mike 
Ballard will be entering the com-
petition for the third year, after 
taking a first place and a third 
place medal last year, and wind-
ing up second in Best of Show. 

“It’s a good chance to get to-
gether with friends and enjoy 
good beer,” says Ballard, a res-
ident of Olde Towne Clinton. 
“I’ve always enjoyed it,” he says 
of the fest, and of a competition 
that always has good turnout and 
good beers to taste. He plans to 
diversify beer entries — some-
thing safe, something that stands 
out, something mid-range and a 
popular style, he says. 

“The more you have in the competition, the better chance you have.” 
Participating in the competition gives him a stronger stake in the festival. 
“You have a bigger role to play in it.”

Festival tickets are on sale now at RedBrickRoads.com. A weekend 
pass is $30, a Saturday ticket is $20 (Home Brew Competition beer gar-
den sampling included for ages 21 and older, with proof of age) and a 
VIP pass is $125. Children younger than 10 are admitted free, and stu-
dent passes will be available onsite.
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802 North Frontage Rd • 601-924-9912 • www.pbcclinton.org

Worship Celebration @10:15
Online at 10:15 @PBCClinton on Facebook

Come experience the joy of knowing Jesus Christ as we focus on 
building meaningful relationships with GOD and others through 

worship, felowship, ministry service, and daily Christian living.

Brilla finishes summer with successful season
By Datti Jinkiri   

Clinton – more specifically, Clinton High School – was the home 
of high-level summer soccer for the 15th season, courtesy of Missis-
sippi Brilla FC. Led by Head Coach Matt Horth, the team finished 
off a successful 2022 USL League 
Two season with an 8-1-4 record. 
Horth finished with the most-ever 
wins by a Brilla head coach in his 
first year with the team.

With the team that Horth was 
able to recruit, Brilla was quick 
out of the gates this summer. The 
team went unbeaten in its first 
five games, winning four matches 
and tying the other. 

However, Brilla went through a 
bit of a rough patch in the mid-
dle of the season. The team lost 
back-to-back home games against 
eventual division winner Texas 
United, with each game finish-
ing with identical 1-0 scorelines. 
Brilla also dropped road match-
es against Lafayette, Louisiana's 
Louisiana Krewe and the Little 
Rock Rangers, teams they had 
beaten during the first part of the season.

But Brilla was able to finish the summer on a high note. First 
up was a road match with LA Parish AC of Baton Rouge. Brilla 
won that match comfortably 2-0 before moving onto the next home 
match with the Krewe. Brilla defeated the Krewe at home 3-2, be-
fore closing out the season with a 2-0 win over Shreveport's Blue 
Goose SC. 

Despite missing out on a playoff berth, there were a lot of posi-
tives, including on the offensive end. As would be expected, Brilla's 
scoring was paced by the forwards. Franck Kouentchi – a Parisian – 
led the team with eight goals. He was followed by Spaniard Miguel 
Fernandez, who tallied seven goals. Peyton Voelker, a Coloradan, 
rounded out the goalscoring trio with four goals. 

Each of the three players respectively plays their college soccer 
at NCAA Division II schools. Kouentchi plays for Auburn Univer-
sity at Montgomery, Fernandez plays for Saint Leo University, and 
Voelker plays for Dallas Baptist University.

The task for creating goals for that trio often fell to midfielder 
Marco Astorga. The El Paso na-
tive tallied a team-high six assists 
this season. Ocho Fasteen, along 
with Kouentchi, Fernandez and 
Voelker, had two assists apiece. 

Astorga and Fasteen both spent 
their second summers with Bril-
la this season. Astorga plays for 
Azusa Pacific University, while 
Fasteen plays NCAA Division I 
soccer at Liberty University.

Defensively, Brilla racked up 
five shutouts and allowed just 13 
goals this summer. The 13 goals 
is the fourth-fewest goals conced-
ed by Brilla in the team's history. 
Goalkeeper Andreas Kokoska of 
William Carey University was a 
reserve for most of the season, 
but he started each of the team's 
last three matches and picked up 
two shutouts along the way. He 

also had a shutout earlier in the season, giving him a team-high 
three during the season.

Mississippi College's Josh Davies and Davidson College's Trey 
Gardiner were key anchors in the defense as well. Clinton native 
Luke Bryant – Gardiner's teammate at Davidson and son of Brilla 
General Manager Rusty Bryant – and Olaf Conforti of Mississippi 
College also contributed to the team's defense.

These guys as well as the majority of Brilla's players will head 
back to their respective universities for the upcoming fall college 
soccer season. This also includes Coach Matt Horth, who coaches 
at Gordon College in Massachusetts. But even as the college season 
gets underway, preparations will be made for another successful 
Brilla season in Clinton.
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Clinton Blvd:

Arrow Wine
Big Lots

Great Wall
YMCA

Parkway:

Ace Hardware
Baptist Healthplex

Fox’s Pizza Den
Visitor Center

Lenny's Sub Shop

Raymond:

Subway
Ricks Wellness Complex

Courthouse
Sunflower

Penn’s

Springridge:

Froghead Grill
Salsa's

Cowboy Maloney’s
Dairy Queen

George Lester
Hot Bowl

Lillies

Mazzio’s Pizza
Obie’s Chevron
Shipley Do-Nuts

Wing Stop
M&P Bank

Highway 80:

Gaddis & Mclaurin
Chevron

Bolton Public Library
MS Ag

City Hall
L&K Grocery

M&P Bank

Bolton:

Visit any of these locations to pick up your copy

Downtown:
303 Jefferson

Clinton Chamber Office
The Clinton Courier

Cups
Olde Towne Barre

Pimento's Cafe
US Post office

Offices of Olde Towne

Northside:

Indian Lanes
Quick Stop Gas

Quisenberry Library
Super Value Grocery

Tangles
Uptown Restaurant

Dance Works/Inspired Foto
Donut Palace

4C’s

And 75 other locations

or call 601-990-9511
to subscribe

Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became 
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in 
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options. 
Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance 
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

6243_D

Get the facts that matter to you: 

 • Critical dates for Medicare eligibility

 • Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

 • Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. I understand I have no 
obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. (MD, VA: These policies are available to 
people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and 
costs or other coverage details, please contact your insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, 
L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; 
L030VA, L035VA, L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).

Wastewater plant expansion approved, other sewage issues addressed
By Randy Bell   

A project to almost double the capacity of one of Clinton’s waste-
water treatment facilities will allow the City to handle the future 
needs of the Continental Tire plant and continuing residential de-
velopment in north Clinton.  The Board of Aldermen at its July 19 
meeting authorized the advertising of bids for improvements at 
the Lovett plant subject to the plans and specifications re-
ceiving approval from the Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality.

Lovett is one of four wastewater treatment fa-
cilities in Clinton.  It serves areas west of 
Sumner Hill, including both industri-
al parks, along with neighborhoods 
north of the Natchez Trace.

City Consulting Engineer Greg 
Gearhart says in order to meet the 
commitment that was made to Con-
tinental and to allow for more 
homes to built in the Pinehav-
en Road area, increasing the 
plant’s capacity was crucial.

“It’ll take it from 276,000 
to 500,000 gallons a day,” says 
Gearhart.  A typical home produces 
250-300 gallons of sewage on a daily 
basis.

As Continental increases production, its waste-
water output is projected to eventually reach up to 225,000 
gallons a day, which Gearhart says “would more than max out the 

facility” without an expansion of its capacity.  Sewage from sources 
other than Continental already accounts for 100,000 gallons flow-
ing into the Lovett treatment plant daily.

The improvements will also allow more homes to be built and 
connected to sewer service on the city’s north side.  

Gearhart says, “We’ll gain the capacity for at least 500 houses.” 
The aldermen addressed two other sewage issues at the July 19 

meeting.  They accepted a $155,595 bid from Hemphill Construc-
tion Company to finish repairs to a collapsed sewer line along 

Broadway Street.  The problem was discovered back in 
March, forcing the City to briefly close one of Clinton’s 

busiest streets, Springridge Road at I-20,  to 
allow crews to replace a portion of the 
line which runs east from Springridge 

to Broadway.  The work on the final 
200-foot segment is not expected 

to result in any major traffic dis-
ruptions.  It should be complet-
ed within forty-five days.

The Board also declared an 
emergency regarding a sewer 

problem near the Hunter’s Ridge 
subdivision in north Clinton.  A sewer 

line leading to a pumping station runs along 
a creek, but the ground has shifted, and a man-

hole has moved out of its original position.  The Pub-
lic Works Department and the City Consulting Engineer 

have been directed to further investigate the problem, prepare a 
design for the needed improvements and line up a contractor to do 
the necessary work.
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The Clinton Courier News Network

CALL ABOUT ADVERTISING 601-990-9511

Print

E-Blast
1-2 times per 

week, our eblast is 
sent to 8,000+ 

plus email 
subscribers

Online

TheClintonCourier.net   
50,000 visitors per month

Google News Approved

Social

Total Monthly Reach:  
45,000

Facebook with
8000+ followers

App

Download our 
app, and take 

the Courier 
with you! 
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Dr. Bobby C Pankey, OD          Dr. Katie Stuckey, OD          Dr. Paul Hogue, OD
Optometrists

115 Cynthia Street in Clinton ·   phone 601-924-4444 ·  fax 601-924-4100

Planned subdivision abandons small lots in favor of bigger ones
By Randy Bell   

A lot has happened in the nine 
years since a residential develop-
ment in north Clinton first received 
Board of Aldermen approval.  The 
cost of construction has gone up, 
and so has the public’s appetite for 
larger lots.  Developer Ben Walk-
er has responded by getting the 
Board’s approval to change the 
configuration of his Brookfield 
subdivision—again.  

As originally proposed in 2013, 
a total of 129 lots were planned, 
spread across almost eighty acres 
on Pinehaven Road at Williamson 
Road, with lot sizes ranging from a 
quarter-acre to a half-acre.   Then, 
in 2017, Walker asked the alder-
men to rezone the property from 
R-1 residential to R-1 planned 
unit development (PUD).  With 
the PUD designation, about forty 
lots were added to the subdivision 
designed to appeal to millennials 
and to Baby Boomers looking to 
downsize to a smaller home with 
high quality amenities and little 
time needed for lawn care.  

At the July 19 Board meeting, the 

developer got approval to go back 
to R-1 residential zoning and to re-
duce the number of lots in Brook-
field from 168 to 22.  The small-
est lot will be one and two-thirds 
acres, and the largest will be just 
over four and a half acres.   Five of 
the lots will be less than two acres, 
fourteen will be between two and 
three acres, one is between three 
and four acres and two are larger 

than four acres.  
“We felt this would be a lot 

better for everyone concerned,” 
Walker told the aldermen.  That’s 
partly because of the time and cost 
involved.  “Doing 160 some-odd 
lots is just bigger than really what 
I wanted to do,” he said.

He gave an example of rising 
construction costs—the price of 
PVC pipe jumped thirty-eight per 

cent a couple of months ago.  
But there was another reason 

to build fewer homes with bigger 
yards.  

“I got bombarded with calls from 
people who wanted these larger 
lots,” he said. 

Walker is already taking 
non-binding contract reservations, 
which will give those with their 
eyes on a particular lot first dibs 
when the property goes on sale.  
He had accepted four of those res-
ervations over the course of a week 
and a half.

“It does give you an indication 
that people are interested in having 
large lots.”

Ward 2 Alderman Jim Martin 
is excited about Brookfield’s new 
look.  

“It’s always nice to have new 
residential development in town,” 
Martin said.  “A lot of people like 
postage stamp-sized lots with no 
mowing.  I’m very pleased to see 
that there is a demand [for] some 
nice-sized lots and large houses.  It 
looks like an extremely nice devel-
opment.”

The redesign of the Brookfield subdivision planned for Pinehaven Road reduced the 
number of lots from 168 to 22.

Help and encouragement after the 
death of a loved one

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support 
group designed to help you rebuild your life. We 

know it hurts, and we want to help.

Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
August 16th - November 8th

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1799 Cinton Raymond Rd    Clinton MS

601-924-9999
dce@orlcms.org
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·  B r a n d o n  ·  C l i n t o n  ·  F l o w o o d  ·  M a d i s o n  ·  G e r m a n t o w n , T N  ·

C L I N T O N ’ S  N U M B E R  O N E  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y
V I S I T   U S   O N   T H E   B R I C K S

2 0 1  We s t  L e a k e  S t .  s u i t e  B ,  C l i n t o n  6 0 1 - 9 2 5 - 5 5 0 0

·  B a t e s v i l l e  ·  H e r n a n d o  ·  O x f o r d  ·  S e n a t o b i a  ·  S o u t h a v e n  ·

M A S E L L E  &
A S S O C I AT E S

B r a n d o n
309 Flagstone Dr. 

$254,900
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

C l i n t o n  
1011 Tanglewood Dr. 

$189,900
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

B y r a m
3 Riverview Cove  

$139,900
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

C l i n t o n
137  W i n d s o r  C t .

$408,850
Leah Sandidge
601-540-6086

C l i n t o n
13 9  W i n d s o r  C t .

$398,860
Leah Sandidge
601-540-6086

C l i n t o n
12 5  C a t h e r i n e

$392,500
Leah Sandidge
601-540-6086

C a n t o n  
134 Sweetbriar Dr 

$319,900
Jennifer Dougherty
601-460-9279

C l i n t o n  
500 Oakwood Dr.

$210,000
Mindy Hall
601-631-4144

Jackson
6138 Ferncreek Dr 

$149,000
Lisa Whatley
601-613-3586

Utica
4803 Duke Rd 

$90,000
Lisa Whatley
601-613-3586

J a c k s o n  
751 Dorgan St .

$60,000
Janie Carter
601-954-7474

F l o r e n c e  
155 Terry Cove 

$219,900
Lisa Hughes
601-624-5449

R a y m o n d
660 Spears Trace 

$419,000
Lisa Hughes
601-624-5449

B r a n d o n
310 Faith Way

$349,900
Lisa Hughes
601-624-5449

B y r a m
708 Forest Woods Dr.

$249,500
Janie Carter
601-954-7474

B y r a m
5078 Womack Dr.

$134,900
Janie Carter
601-954-7474

B r o o k h a v e n
540 N Jackson Street 

$56,900
Jennifer Dougherty
601-460-9279

C l i n t o n
80 9 Oakwood Dr

$239,900
Jennifer Dougherty
601-460-9279

C l i n t o n
221 Willow Brooke Dr

$289,900
Jennifer Dougherty
601-460-9279

V i c k s b u r g
431 Sea Island Dr. 

$244,900
Full Circle Team
601-331-5599

Free at-home COVID-19 tests available
Special to The Clinton Courier   

Free at-home COVID-19 tests are now available at all Mississippi State 
Department of Health (MSDH) county health departments.

Each family can receive eight tests (four packages) of BinaxNOW anti-
gen rapid self-tests per month. No doctor’s note or documentation of any 
kind is necessary. These tests are not for resale.

Tests may be picked up without an appointment during regular health 
department hours.

To find hours of operation of a county health department nearby, visit 
HealthyMS.com/locations.

Those who are homebound can order tests for delivery through www.
covid.org.

If a positive home test result is received, it can be reported to MSDH 
online at HealthyMS.com/positive. Reporting test results helps MSDH 
monitor COVID-19 activity in the state.

For questions regarding at-home testing or reporting positive results, 
call the COVID-19 hotline at 877-978-6453.



The Clinton Courier16 August 2, 2022

SAVE - $603!
Mo. pmt. as low as $78

SALES – WARRANTY- PARTS - SERVICE

 PRO-TURN MACH ONE

SAVE - $2,984
Mo. pmt. as low 

as $239

$12,299 

Ask about HOMETOWN HERO discount for
First Responders and Military. 

Scag SWZT48H-15FSE  

Ask about SIMPLY THE BRAVE discount for
First Responders and Military. 

0% INTEREST!
w/approved credit

SAVE EVEN
SAVE EVEN
SAVE EVEN

MOREMOREMORE

WITH AWITH AWITH A

PACKAGE
PACKAGE
PACKAGE    

DEAL!DEAL!DEAL!

Scag SZL-61H-24FR

SAVE - $750!
Mo. pmt. as low as $118

$6,099 

 SCAG SCZII-61-37BV-EFI

SAVE - $1,750!
Mo. pmt. as low 

as $270

$13,999 

 Gravely ZT X52

SAVE - $618!
Mo. pmt. as low as $80

$4,099 
 Gravely HD 52

SAVE - $802!
Mo. pmt. as low as $122

$6,299 
 Gravely ZT X48

$3,999 
SAVE - $603!

Mo. pmt. as low as $78

 Gravely PRO-TURN 152

SAVE - $1,860
Mo. pmt. as low as $182

$9,399 
 Gravely PRO-TURN ZX52

SAVE - $1,665!
Mo. pmt. as low as $159

$8,199 

 Ariens IKON Ltd. 52

SAVE - $919!
Mo. pmt. as low as $78

$3,999 

 Gravely HD 60

SAVE - $815!
Mo. pmt. as low as $124

$6,399 
Gravely PRO-TURN Z48

SAVE - $1,219!
Mo. pmt. as low as $134

$6,899

Scag Tiger Cat II 48 - YAM 

SAVE - $1,400!
Mo. pmt. as low as $203

$10,399 

SAVE - $850!
Mo. pmt. as low as $116

$5,999 

Scag SVRII-48-22FX  

SAVE - $1,400!
Mo. pmt. as low as $116

$9,499 

Scag SFZ52H-26KT

SAVE - $800!
Mo. pmt. as low as $120

$6,199 

Scag SPZ52H-26BV

SAVE - $750!
Mo. pmt. as low as $157

$8,099 
Scag Tiger Cat II 48 - KAW 

SAVE - $1,500!
Mo. pmt. as low as $203

$10,499 

Scag Tiger SFC30-7CV-S 

SAVE - $300!
Mo. pmt. as low as $52

$2,699 

Ask about our Extended
Protection Program.

Protect your Mower for a
full 5 years!

www.revelloutdoor.com    •    www.revellhardware.com

The TRUCKLOAD SALE
continues-- better than ever!!!! 

Save on your mower purchase PLUS now get
up to $300 in REVELL CASH to spend on
anything at any of our Revell stores!!!!! 

730 Clinton Parkway, Clinton MS   •   601-924-4510



The Clinton CourierAugust 2, 2022 17

1.25 x .375

2-6-16

CLINTON 924-2159 • RICHLAND 932-0459

WE TAKE PRIDE IN PERFECTION

FACTORY 
CERTIFIED
Ford • Nissan 

Infiniti • Honda 
Acura • GM 

Chrysler

Chamber hosts ribbon cutting for Alford Family Dentistry

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce sponsored a ribbon cutting for Alford Family Dentistry. Owner Dr. Blaire Alford was joined by Chamber board members, Chamber ambassadors, City 
officials, family and friends.  The business is located at 380 Highway 80 East, Suite A. For more information, call 601-925-4727.
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Enroll at Clinton
Christian Academy
Tours for prospective students are offered
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
between 8am and 12pm 

www.ccawarriors.ms

Please call the office at 601-910-5990 to
schedule you tour.

Waters receives Commendation Award

Clinton artist Wyatt Waters (far left) and restaurateur, chef and author Robert St. John (second from right) recently received a Commendation Award from the G.V.”Sonny” Montgomery 
Foundation for their special feature, “Sacred Connections” on their Mississippi Public Television Show, Palate to Palette. The feature captures their visit to the Florence, Italy, American 
cemetery, where they participated in Taps and flag folding ceremonies. Pictured with them are Bob Bailey, president emeritus, and Hayes Dent, board member of the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery 
Foundation.
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www.ClintonFamilyCare.com
Dr. David Wheat | 309A Morrison Drive | Clinton | 601-924-1877

Clinton Family Care
· All age groups welcome
· Physicals: Wellness, Sports, Flight, DOT
· Flu, Pneumonia, Tetanus shots
· Vision and Hearing screenings
· Mole/Skin tag removal
· Lab, X-ray, EKG's
· Sick/injury visits
· Allergy Shots
· Drug Screens
· And more! 

TIM BRUSS AGENCY  601-924-3090

Thanks to all our teachers 
for a great school year!

By Ricki Garrett, PhD, Alderwoman at Large

Our Department Head report at Tuesday’s [July 19] 
meeting was presented by Phillip Lilley, Director of Public 
Works.  He explained to the Mayor and Board the difficul-
ties he is having hiring enough employees to do the work 
of the Department.  For example, currently, there is one 
employee picking up limbs in the city, rather than the two 
we normally have.  If you have limbs to be picked up, be 
sure and fill out the online form, so that your request can 
be accommodated as quickly as possible.

The first item of business was the approval of the Con-
ceptual Site Plan Review for the properties located at the 
corner of Springridge Road and Highway 80.  This prop-

erty is being developed by Mississippi College and developer Ben Walker.  It is 
being assisted through a legislative appropriation of eight million dollars, made 
possible by Speaker of the House Philip Gunn.  These funds will be used by 
the City of Clinton to build the infrastructure on the property, including roads, 
lighting, and water and sewer.  The hope is that a variety of businesses will be 
a part of this development. The Board of Aldermen are very excited about the 
possibilities, both for the students at Mississippi College and for the citizens of 
Clinton, as a whole.  

In other good news, the Board approved the Master Fee Proposal by De-
sign Workshop/Native Habitats for the future development of the 84-acre park.  
This park will be developed with considerable input from the citizens of Clin-
ton and with an eye toward keeping the area as natural as possible.  It could 
possibly include such amenities as a RV Park, camping/glamping, disc golf, a 
zipline, and hiking and biking trails.

The improvements to the Lovett Waste Water Treatment Facility moved 
closer to fruition with the authorization for bids approval.  Also, approval for 
the election expenditures for the August 2 special election for Ward 3 Alder-
man was granted.  This election is for Ward 3 citizens only and will take place 
at the administrative building at Traceway Park.  Five candidates have qualified 
to run. They include Ronnie Morton, Gary Rosamond, Robert Chapman, Chris 
Hughes and Reggie Walker.

For those who love tennis, the Board has approved an agreement with EKS 
Management, LLC to provide tennis services at Brighton Park.  This agree-
ment will greatly enhance tennis services in our city through full-time tennis 
management, tennis lessons, tournaments and a pro shop, located in the admin-
istrative building at Brighton Park.

The Board also approved the purchase of new utility billing software for the 
Clinton Public Works Department, and accepted Hemphill Construction Com-
pany’s bid for the Broadway Street Sewer Repair.  The Board also declared an 
emergency exists, based on preliminary investigation, in a portion of the sewer 
system located adjacent to Hunters Ridge Subdivision and directed our Public 
Works/City Consulting Engineer to further investigate and prepare a design for 
needed improvements.

Finally, the Board approved the award for our 2022 street paving to Adcamp, 
Inc., in the amount of $1,035,420.40.  A listing of those streets which are slated 
for paving and striping is available on the City of Clinton website.

 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Space will be provided in each issue of The Clinton Courier 
to the Board of Aldermen for a recap of each meeting. Aldermen are asked to 
volunteer to provide this recap for the Courier.    

Civic Corner:Civic Corner:
Board of Aldermen RecapBoard of Aldermen Recap
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2012 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT
$23,999

2015 Toyota Tacoma Prerunner
$21,399

2015 Honda Accord EXL
$19,580

2013 Toyota 4runner Limited
$25,700

2012 Acura TL Base
$17,999

2018 Dodge Durango SXT 4d SUV R
$25,999

 2453 Palestine Rd. Raymond MS| 601-857-0005

Sunday School 10:00am       Sunday Worship 11:00am
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00pm

Rev. John Arthur Thomas

Highpointe
Baptist
Church

Clinton High School senior Tyler Janos recently signed a letter of intent to play baseball with 
Hinds Community College. Janos has been a staple for the Arrows, winning Offensive Player 
of the Year, Team MVP and 2nd Team All-Metro in 2021, as well as a member of the National 
Honor Society.  Janos is the son of Brooke and Shane Janos. 

Janos signs with 
Hinds baseball 
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SCOOP 

SPECIALIST

SERVER 

ASSITANTS

HOSTESS

SERVER

BARTENDERBARTENDER

PIZZA COOKS

LINE PREP

LINE COOKS

FRY COOKS



















JOB POSITIONS

601-368-1919 | SalandMookies.com

Chamber hosts ribbon cutting for As You Wish

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce and Main Street Clinton recently sponsored a ribbon cutting and red carpet roll out ceremony for As You Wish. Owner Alicia Wilbanks was joined by 
Chamber board members, Chamber ambassadors, Main Street Clinton board members, City officials, friends and family. The business is located at 305 Jefferson Street in Olde Towne Clinton. 
For more information, call 601-708-4457.



The Clinton CourierAugust 2, 2022 23

������
������
CALL DAVID STEVENS

Office: 601.924.7552
Mobile: 601.951.9100

JACKSON

110 Leggett Dr.
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

PEARL
COMMERCIAL

0 Country Place Parkway
Jared Fleming
601.906.8609

CLINTON
Olde Vineyard

0 Moselle Dr.
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc.

601.924.7552  

CENTURY 21 David Stevens, Inc - 601.924.7552
century21davidstevens.com

CLINTON’S REAL ESTATE EXPERTS FOR OVER 40 YEARS

701 HIGHWAY 80 WEST - CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI 39056

CLINTON

0 Johnston Place
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

CLINTON

208 Grand Oak Blvd.
Tonya Foster 
601.906.5286

SOLD

CLINTON

2219 Old Vicksburg Rd. 
Debbie Thomas

601.941.7361

PENDING

CLINTON

309 Bordeaux Dr.
Jackie Dalton
601.594.5344

PENDING

CLINTON

104 Green Forest Dr.
Jackie Barksdale

601.918.2914

NEW LISTING

CLINTON

104 Carrie Dr.
Debbie Thomas

601.941.7361

NEW LISTING

CLINTON

113 Longwood Dr.
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

NEW LISTING

CLINTON

172 Navajo Circle
Mark File

601.813.6690

PENDING

JACKSON

4359 Ridgewood Road
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

CLINTON

104 Warrior Lane
Shelly Janous/Rebeca Smith
601.988.7070/601.850.8017

PENDING

CLINTON

1205 Arlington Street
Jackie Barksdale

601.918.2914

PENDING

CLINTON

0 Woodchase Park Dr. 
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

CLINTON

Northside Dr.
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

CLINTON

0 Industrial P Drive
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

CLINTON

0 Hwy. 80 Frontage 
CENTURY 21 David Stevens Inc. 

601.924.7552

�������������������
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MC, local developer beginning infrastructure for new development
Special to The Clinton Courier   

The City of Clinton and a local 
developer are partnering with Mis-
sissippi College to transform land 
between Highway 80 and I-20 into 
an upscale mixed-use develop-
ment. 

An $8 million legislative grant 
obtained by this public-private 
partnership will soon lay the 
groundwork for long-desired 
mixed-use retail, restaurant, com-
mercial and professional space be-
tween Highway 80 and Interstate 

20 west of Springridge Road in 
Clinton.

The initiative was championed 
by long-time Clinton Representa-
tive Philip Gunn, who also serves 
as Speaker of the Mississippi 
House of Representatives. Incor-
porated into House Bill 1353, the 
funding will support the costs as-
sociated with site work, construc-
tion, and development of streets, 
street lighting and signals, electri-
cal and communications distribu-
tion systems and equipment, water 
and sewer system infrastructure, 

and related infrastructure on the 
property.

The project, a partnership be-
tween MC, the City of Clinton, and 
Ben Walker, a local developer and 
business owner, is set to turn the 
property into an upscale attraction 
for shoppers, foodies and entre-
preneurs. It may attract retailers, 
restauranteurs, grocers, bankers 
and hoteliers from throughout the 
Southeast.  

Walker will contribute a par-
cel of land directly to the west of 
Springridge Road and north of the 

Springridge Shopping Center. The 
University will provide the lion’s 
share of the property, bounded to 
the west by the Choctaws’ practice 
football field. Merchants and other 
occupants of the development will 
lease space from the partners, who 
will maintain ownership of their 
respective properties.

Dr. Blake Thompson, MC Pres-
ident, said the development will 
benefit all those working and 
studying on the Clinton campus 
and will enhance recruiting efforts 
for the state’s oldest institution of 

cont. on page 35
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Challenger LeagueChallenger League
bowling season bowling season 

concludesconcludes

Clinton’s Therapeutic Recre-
ation Department recently com-
pleted its bowling season. The 
program, under the director of 
TR Director Chandra Broomfield, 
played weekly throughout the 
summer. For more information 
about Clinton’s Therapeutic Rec-
reation Department or for volun-
teer or program information, call 
601-924-6387.

Eric Earnest and Henry Osborne

Seth and Gerldine Sledge

Rose Lang and Danny Waldrop

Ash
ley

, Candace and Allen Archambault

The Williamson family

Ch
an

dra Broomf eld and Jack Collins

Ch
an

dra Broomf eld and Hannah Woods

All photos by Susan Rodriguez  
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Yolanda Wheeler, Alyssa Windmon, Alexandria Windmon, Addyson Windmon and Carolyn Beachum

CHECK OUT MORE 
PICS ONLINE

TheClintonCourier.net

Ch
an

dra Broomf eld and Joshua Gooden Ch
an

dra Broomf eld and Hunter Smylie

Ch
an

dra Broomf eld and Michael Maeze W
illiam

son
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DINING, SERVICES, & SHOPPING

Mt. Salus students 
learn robotics

Mt. Salus Christian School elementary students enjoy a robotics unit in their 
STEM classes. STEM instructor Susanna Reese says she encourages students to 
explore and develop an interest in the areas of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics by offering fun, hands-on projects for them to enjoy.

Jacob Williams, Nash Mellon 
and Eric Savidge

Selah Sanford and Kyleigh Whittle

Charlotte Reese Oswalt and 
Colton Hupperich

Natalie Brown and Simon Govero
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RUSSELL’S REFRIGERATION
FINANCING AVAILABLE

400 Cynthia Street • Clinton, MS 39056 • 601-924-2518
Let our family take care of your family's air conditioning needs.  

SAME GREAT SERVICE FOR THE LAST 34 YEARS

•Service Technicians
•Tech Assistants

To Apply:
Please call the o
ce:

601-924-2518

Chamber hosts ribbon cutting for Moffett and Walley Orthodontics

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce recently sponsored a ribbon cutting for Moffett and Walley Orthodontics. Owner Dr. Jared Moffett and his staff were joined by Chamber board members, 
Chamber ambassadors, City officials, family and friends. The business is located at 489 Springridge Road. For more information, call 601-768-1954.
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By Guest Columnist Joedda Gore   

Paradise Highway, a Morgan Freeman production made in 
Mississippi, opened July 29 at selected theaters. This R-rated 
crime-drama stars Morgan Freeman as an FBI agent, investigat-
ing child sex trafficking, and Juliette Binoche as a rough-talking, 
tough, 18-wheel truck driver who is unwittingly employed to 
transport illegal cargo, a teenage girl. Sally (Juliette Binoche) is 
put in a moral conflict when her brother in jail’s safety is used as 
leverage.

The Mississippi Film Commission said the movie will not pre-
mier in Mississippi theaters but will be available for streaming.

Paul Gore Signs of Clinton has helped with signage for other 
Morgan Freeman productions, so it came as no surprise when 
Gore was contacted for Paradise Highway. The movie needed a 
motorhome painted opal fire pink and various folkart flowers hand 
painted around the base.  Gore reasoned, who other than an art 
teacher would know how to paint like a child?   

After spray painting the forty-foot-long RV the designated opal 
fire pink, Gore enlisted the enthusiastic help of local art teachers.  
The first to arrive were Marijane Whitfield, a retired Clinton art 
teacher of thirty-four years, and her sixth-grader granddaughter, 
Zo Whitfield.  Clinton resident James Jackson, art teacher at Mur-
rah High School in Jackson, with a Masters of Fine Arts Degree 
from Mississippi College, brought along his art teacher colleague 
Raye Girard, who holds a Masters Degree of Art from Mississippi 
College, and her daughter Carolyn “Gatsby” Girard, who has an 
associates degree in art from Hinds Community college.                                   

Paint brushes and paints of many colors were laid out, and the 
project began.   Each artist was given free reign as to how they 
thought a small family traveling across the U.S. would decorate 
their motorhome.  Zo Whitfield, the smallest participant, chose 

to paint the largest sunflower on the door of the RV.  The finished 
product was approved by Morgan Freeman Productions. 

“We are all excited to see our creation in the Paradise Highway 
movie, [I] only wish the story line was more child-friendly,” said 
Marijane Whitfield. “However, I am glad they addressed that very 
important subject.”

The Lina’s Truck Stop lighted sign used in the movie’s production 
was constructed by Paul Gore and his assistant, Bryan Cannon.  

“My computer work pays the bills, but movie projects and hand 
lettering of signs allows for my creativity to flow and makes work 
fun.” says Gore, a Clinton resident and sign painter for over fifty 
years.

Paul Gore paints the exhaust pipe.

Movie includes RV painted pink by Clinton artistsMovie includes RV painted pink by Clinton artists

Artists Raye Girard, Carolyn "Gatsby" Girard, Paul Gore, Bryan Cannon, James Jackson, Zo Whitfield and Marijane Whitfield
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FREE
TIRE ROTATION &
BRAKE INSPECTION

OFFER EXCLUDES AFTERMARKET WHEELS

Hwy 80 ¥ Clinton $8 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE

CAN’T COMBINE OFFERS

Hwy 80 ¥ Clinton
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OilChangeMS.com

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Life at
Riggs Manor Retirement Community

is all about choices...
let us be your choice for retirement 

living in the metro Jackson area !
Our campus features the choice of

 · Independent Living Apartments & Garden Homes
 · Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
 · Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

CALL us today to schedule your tour & FREE Lunch

(601) 857-5011
Experience the faith based difference,

Not for Profit DIFFERENCE
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JULY 8 - SEPTEMBER 3 
DRAWINGS EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY!  
25 WINNERS EACH NIGHT GET TO 
PLAY THE GAME FOR BIG PRIZES!  

 
‘COME ON DOWN’ for game show style fun at Ameristar every Friday and 

Saturday in the $250,000 Hi-Lo Giveaway!  Twenty-five lucky winners each 
night will get to play the game and guess higher or lower for a chance to 

win big prizes!  The final Grand Prize is a motorcycle from Harley Davidson 
of Jackson. Now through September 3rd, claim free daily entries and earn 

entries when you play with your mychoice card, including twenty times 
entries on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Play and win at Ameristar! 

 

20X ENTRIES ON WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS!

$250,000  
HI-LO GAME 
DRAWINGS

Valid only at Ameristar Casino Vicksburg. Must be 21 and a mychoice® member to participate. Entries are non-transferable. Terms subject to change. No purchase necessary. 
Unless otherwise specified prizes paid in Free SlotPlay® or Promo Chips. Entries must be claimed in the manner described for this promotion. See mychoice Center for 

complete rules, restrictions or to change your PIN number. Offer not valid for self-exclusion program enrollees in jurisdictions which Penn National Gaming, Inc operates or 
who have been otherwise excluded from the participating property. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-777-9696. ©2022 Penn National Gaming, Inc. All rights reserved.
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The Quisenberry Library recently wrapped up their 2022 Summer Reading Program, which had the theme “Oceans of Possibil-
ities.” For information about library programs and offerings, visit the library at 605 East Northside Drive, or call 601-924-5684.

Oceans of Possibilities program 
concludes at the library

CHECK OUT MORE 
PICS ONLINE

TheClintonCourier.net

Claire and Sam Broderick

Kate Broderick

Skylar Jackson

Henry Kelly

Timothy Ward

Ethan and Sam McQueen

Max Broderick

Kaylee and Kendall Williams
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YOUR BUSINESS IS LIKELY ELIGIBLE FOR MORE FEDERAL MONEY THAN YOU REALIZE THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF
PROGRAMS THAT WERE LAUNCHED TO COMBAT THE NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE CORONA VIRUS.

For more information
Call Attorney Jay Long

601-786-2012

AUG 30, 2022.

The Clinton Courier
105 E. Main Street
Clinton, MS 39056

Indoor garage sale 
set for Sat., August 6

Special to The Clinton Courier   

The ladies of the Lutheran Women's Mission League at Our Re-
deemer Lutheran Church will hold a rummage sale on Saturday, Au-
gust 6, from 7 a.m. until noon.

The sale will feature reasonable prices and will be held indoors, out 
of the summer heat. Ahead of the sale, interested parties can view 
updates and pictures of featured items on the church’s Facebook page 
at Facebook.com/OurRedeemerClinton.

Proceeds from the sale will support church and community out-
reach programs. 

The church is located at 1799 Clinton-Raymond Road. For more 
information, call 601-924-9999.
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MC students returning to Clinton, Back to the Bricks planned

Special to The Clinton Courier   

After a twelve-week hiatus from the spring semester, the stillness of sum-
mer on the Mississippi College campus will soon make way for the ex-
citement of Welcome Week, when hundreds of new and returning students 
greet their peers and settle in for the University’s 197th academic session.

From pickleball tournaments and dodgeball to a roller-skating party and 
kayaking, a bevy of activities has been scheduled from Wednesday through 
Sunday, August 17-21, to help MC students make new friends, renew old 
relationships, and prepare for the first week of classes at the Christian uni-
versity.

Chief among the planned events is Back to the Bricks, a lively and infor-
mative “block party” in Olde Towne Clinton, where new students can learn 
more about the city’s churches, businesses and resources.

Jonathan Nutt, MC’s assistant dean of students, said Welcome Week ac-
tivities are not all about fun and games – many of the events can have a 
positive impact on the new students’ academic experience.

“We’ll also be doing educational events to help stu-
dents prepare for their first week in class,” Nutt said. 
“Students who actively participate in Welcome Week are 
much more likely to be successful during their first se-
mester at MC. If they have a successful first semester, 
they’re more likely to continue their studies.”

Welcome Week will begin August 17 with Move-In 
Day. There will also be a New Student/Parent Convocation, and, at 5:15 
p.m., new and returning students will join Choctaws fans – including those 
from the Clinton community - to cheer for MC’s student-athletes, cheer-
leaders, dance team members, and the MC band during the Choctaw Walk 
through the Quad. Attendees can enjoy a tailgating meal and participate in 
outdoor games before watching a Choctaws football scrimmage at Robin-
son-Hale Stadium.

Later that night, following an address to students from Dr. Blake Thomp-
son, MC president, the Welcome Week Crew will host a student Game 
Night.

Day two of Welcome Week will include exercise and sports sessions, 
career and diversity events, class registration and other welcome activities.

At 5 p.m., Back to the Bricks, one of the most popular events for new and 
returning students and an event synonymous with the special relationship 
Mississippi College enjoys with the surrounding city of Clinton, is sched-
uled to take place on Jefferson Street in the heart of Olde Towne.

Nutt described Back to the Bricks, a vibrant street festival with live mu-
sic, games and other activities, as the city’s official welcoming event for all 
Mississippi College students.

“Local businesses set up tents along Jefferson Street, where they often 

have giveaway items for our students,” he said of the joint effort between 
the City of Clinton, the Clinton Chamber of Commerce and Main Street 
Clinton. “The MC Cafeteria serves dinner at the event. It’s a great way for 
our students to see that our community is glad to have them here, and it 
helps educate them about what it’s like to live in the area – where to open a 
bank account and get a haircut, all sorts of useful services. It’s a great way 
to strengthen our ‘Town and Gown’ relationship with the city.”

Tara Lytal, director of Main Street Clinton, said Back to the Bricks has 
evolved through the years from a basic downtown pep rally to one of the 
city’s largest block parties.

“It introduces students to the community,” said Lytal, who has helped 
coordinate Back to the Bricks for years. “They get to interact with repre-
sentatives from local churches, banks and businesses, and find out about 
the services available to them as residents of our city.

“When the students aren’t in town, you feel it. We always look forward 
to their return.”

She said students can pick up free Back to the Bricks T-shirts at the wel-
come table. Local businesses offer coupons and prod-
uct samples and donate door prizes to be given away 
throughout the evening. Churches sponsor games and 
other fun activities.

At the City of Clinton table, Clinton’s aldermen, 
department heads, public safety representatives and 
other community leaders hand out ice cream to stu-

dents.
“We want to embrace our students,” Lytal said. “It’s important that they 

venture downtown and connect with as many businesses as possible. We 
have such a quaint and inviting downtown area. Seeing all of the new stu-
dents experience it for the first time is my favorite part of the event.

“Once these students graduate, if they get jobs in the Jackson area, we 
want them to stay in our community. Back to the Bricks is a big part of 
making them feel welcome and eventually converting them to residents of 
Clinton one day.”

After hitting the bricks, students with more energy to burn can participate 
in a disco-themed roller-skating party to close the second day of Welcome 
Week.

Welcome Week will continue through Sunday, August 21, and offerings 
will include campus walk-throughs, loads of games, food, a trip to the Ross 
Barnett Reservoir for some outdoor fun, and an opportunity to sample food 
from local restaurants and meet with representatives from area churches. 
There will also be a surprise event on Saturday night, a reception at the 
president’s home, and an outdoor “Family Dinner” and worship night on 
Sunday.

For more information about Welcome Week, visit mc.edu/welcomeweek.

The city of Clinton will welcome MC students on Thursday, August 18, with a special block party in Olde Towne Clinton to spotlight Clinton’s businesses, resources and churches.
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Interested in Dippin' Dots at your locations, call Randy at 601-573-3238

RAYMOND LOCATION:CLINTON locations:

•Briars Food Mart
    1419 Northside Drive

•INDIAN LANES
    815 E Northside drive

•Brick Street Pops
    304 Je�erson Street

•Raymond Grocery
120 East Main Street

MC supporters invited to August 17 Choctaw Fanfare
Special to The Clinton Courier   

After Mississippi College’s freshmen, new transfer and returning students have 
settled into their residence halls for the 2022-23 academic year during Move-in 
Day, the bucolic Quad in the heart of the Clinton campus will be transformed by 
cheerleaders, band members, the MC dance team and Blue and Gold student-ath-
letes from all varsity sports into the quintessential Choctaws fan experience.

Whether they live and die with every MC contest or merely follow the athletic 
teams from afar, every member of the MC Family will find plenty to spark their 
rooting interests for the upcoming season during the annual Choctaw Fanfare, 
scheduled from 5-7 p.m. on Wednesday, August 17.

Sports fans young and old will have the opportunity to meet the MC student-ath-
letes who compete in the Division II Gulf South Conference, visit with the coach-
es and administrators who assembled the talented Choctaws squads and rub el-
bows with alumni and fellow fans while cheering on the football squad during its 
Choctaw Walk through the Quad.

The event will include plenty of photo opportunities, and everyone in attendance 
will receive a special gift, enjoy a delicious meal and have 
an opportunity to compete in various outdoor games. Tents 
set up by members of MC’s social clubs and tribes, athletic 
teams, alumni, parents and other organizations will dot the 
Quad’s landscape, while upbeat music will help complete 
the fanfare’s ultimate tailgating atmosphere.

The evening will culminate with a Choctaws football 
scrimmage in Robinson-Hale Stadium, where gridiron fans 
will have an opportunity to make plenty of noise and show 
their true Mississippi College spirit.

“Choctaw Fanfare is a great time for alumni and parents to 
celebrate the kick-off of the new year,” said Chad Phillips, 
MC associate director for alumni and parent engagement. 
“We look forward to celebrating our new students and par-
ents as they arrive on campus.”

Chip Wilson, associate director of student engagement, 
concurred.

“It helps put a name to a face for each of the MC teams as the campus comes out 
and supports the Choctaws,” Wilson said.

Blake Weir, assistant director of athletic communication, said Choctaw Fanfare 
brings a spirit of community to MC faculty, staff, students and residents of Clin-
ton.

“Fanfare provides the opportunity for the community to be in fellowship with 
our student-athletes for a night of fun and games with one another,” Weir said. 

Choctaw Fanfare has grown each year until it ultimately 
moved to the Quad in 2021. A fitting start to Welcome Week 
on the Clinton campus, Choctaw Fanfare also serves as a 
farewell event for parents leaving their students in MC’s 
care.

As part of a new tradition at MC, new students will file 
through the University’s legendary gates on College Street 
in a custom that bookmarks the institution’s Central Cere-
mony, in which graduating students recess back through the 
same gates to signify the completion of their educational 
journey at MC.

“[This is an] event that will lay the foundation for the 
connectivity of student-athletes and the general student 
body – as well as students with the campus as a whole – 
all while building school spirit,” said Lori Bobo, university 
events coordinator.

Choctaw Fanfare tickets cost $12 each, or $6 each for chil-
dren ages 5-12. To purchase tickets, visit www.go.mc.edu/register/fanfare2022. 
For more information about Choctaw Fanfare, email Bobo at lbobo@mc.edu.

Mississippi College fans cheer student-athletes, coaches 
and administrators from all varsity sports during the 

Choctaw Walk in the Quad, part of MC's Choctaw Fanfare.

4 p.m. New Student Convocation Swor Auditorium, 
Nelson Hall

5 p.m. New Student Procession MC Quad

5:15 p.m. Choctaw Walk MC Quad

5:30 p.m. Meal and Outdoor Games MC Quad

7 p.m. Choctaws Football Scrimmage Robinson-Hale
Stadium

Fanfare Schedule
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higher learning.
“This project has been dreamed about for a long time,” Thompson said. 

“I’m grateful to the City of Clinton, the State of Mississippi and Ben Walk-
er for joining with us and taking the first step toward making the develop-
ment a reality.”

The first phase of the project will encompass about 45 to 50 acres, stretch-
ing from Walker’s acreage adjacent to Springridge Road and University 
property up to a line roughly parallel to Capitol Street. The second phase, 
expected to begin in about three years, will develop the remainder of MC’s 
land south of Highway 80.

Robinson Spring, a natural water source that has served the people of 
Clinton for generations, will be preserved, and its historical significance 
will become a feature of the development. Likewise, the Leake Family 
Cemetery, located in the northeast corner of the property, will be main-
tained.

Dr. Lloyd “Bo” Roberts, former dean of business and special projects 
manager in the Office of Business Affairs at MC, and a member of the proj-
ect committee since its inception, watched as the first trees were removed 
from the property July 19.

“That place is going to look a lot different a month from now,” said Rob-
erts, who has been involved in acquiring and maintaining land in the area 
on behalf of the University for more than twenty years. “We’ve always 
thought the property would be good for development.”

The Clinton Board of Alderman voted July 19 to approve the conceptual 
plan for the development. While the City would reap financial benefits – 
along with additional sales tax from new businesses, an enhanced property 
valuation of the area would result in a much larger ad valorum tax – Chip 
Wilbanks, a member of the Board and an MC graduate, said the develop-
ment would also provide a distinctive visual element for Clinton.

“While it will be exciting for those who live here, we hope to attract vis-
itors as they are passing by on the Interstate, and we hope those living in 
the Jackson metro area will make an intentional effort to come to Clinton,” 

Wilbanks said. 
“This has the potential to be the greatest and most significant develop-

ment in the City of Clinton in my lifetime.”
Wilbanks said the Board’s unanimous approval was indicative of the sup-

port the project has enjoyed from city, state and University leaders.
“I couldn’t be more thrilled about this development, and it’s clear every-

one on the Board is excited, as well,” he said. “It’s a great example of how 
Mississippi College and the City of Clinton can work together to make 
improvements that benefit both parties. MC is such an integral part of and 
an anchor to our city – they’re so intricately entwined that anything that 
benefits one is great for the other.

“It’s great to see us working together so well.”
Walker said the development’s accessibility to the Interstate – the prop-

erty is located between two exits on I-20 – is another prime indicator of 
success.

“This has been a very underdeveloped piece of property for a long time,” 
Walker said. “We feel there’s a need for upscale retail in Clinton. If we 
can land the right type of stores and restaurants, it will give the citizens of 
Clinton a place to shop and eat without having to go to other communities. 
In turn, it should help the college greatly with prospective students.”

Roberts agreed. He sees the development as a valuable recruitment tool 
for the University.

“The college will have an attractive area that will help support its faculty, 
staff and students,” he said. 

“Potential students and their families visiting our campus may be able 
to stay in a nice hotel across the street, eat at upscale restaurants, enjoy 
pedestrian-friendly walkways and shop in stores attractive to the students.”

“The idea is to build an upscale development that will enhance the repu-
tation of the college and the city. President Thompson has a great vision for 
this space. He’s created a lot of interest from outside businesses that would 
like a spot on this property. We’re on the verge of developing something 
that will enhance the city like never before.”

MC, local developer beginning infrastructure for new development
cont. from page 23
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All photos by Susan Rodriguez  

Lilly Sisson, Macey Parris and Elizabeth 
McRae

Jeannine Drake and Joyce Neathery

Paz Naccari and Robert Raymond

Lakesha Harmon and Sharon Summers

Marilyn Hetrick and Stephen Stewart

Katherine McCombs and Gideon

Rita Anderson and Ivan

Lisa Smith

Mark Thompson and Janelle Hederman

Jack and Archer Denton

The Jackson First Youth Band (l to r): Grant 
Singleton, Dean Singleton, Caden Boyd, 
Cole Singleton and Madeleine Bambera

Jimmy Giles

Meg Outlaw

Krista Markham

The Mena family (l to r): Abel, Jed, Ben, 
Ezra, Hazel, Jenny, Haven, Hailey and 
Steven 

Market continues on Tuesday nights
Special to The Clinton Courier     

Fresh produce, homemade goods, food and live entertainment continue each Tuesday through August 16 on Jefferson Street in Olde Towne Clinton 
at Main Street Clinton’s Fresh at Five open-air farmers’ market. Vendor spaces are available, and regular booth rental is $10 per market. For more 
information, contact Main Street Clinton at 601-924-5472.

CHECK OUT MORE 
PICS ONLINE

TheClintonCourier.net
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School year starts in Bolton August 10

Hinds County School District
2022-2023 School Year Calendar

BEEMS kindergarteners show gains, 
despite pandemic setbacks

Inclement weather days: February 20-21, April 7, and April 10

Special to Bolton News   

Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle School (BEEMS) students 
will begin the 2022-23 school year on Wednesday, August 10. Prior 
to that, parent conferences/meet the teacher will be held on Mon-
day, August 8. Classes at BEEMS begin at 7:45 a.m. and end at 2:15 
p.m.

Students who are entering the seventh grade for the 2022-2023 
school year are required by the Mississippi State Department of 
Health to have the TDAP shot. Students cannot attend school unless 
they have this vaccination on file before August 10. Parents are en-
couraged to bring their child’s updated Form 121 to the school as 
soon as the child has received the TDAP vaccination.

This year, only clear backpacks will be allowed at the school. 
School supply lists are available online at www.hinds.k12.ms.us. 
For more information about BEEMS, call 601-866-2522.

Special to Bolton News   

Mississippi’s statewide assessments measure students’ academic aptitude from pre-K 
through high school. Pre-K students and kindergarteners are evaluated at the beginning and 
end of the school year.

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) recently released the Kindergarten 
Readiness Assessment Update for the 2021-22 school year, which showed the majority of 
pre-K and kindergarten students made gains over the course of the school year but fell short 
of pre-pandemic achievement levels.

Pre-K and kindergarteners take a Kindergarten Readiness Assessment in the fall and 
spring of each school year. At Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle School, in fall 2021, the 
scaled score average on the test was 515. When the students were retested in the spring of 
2022, the scaled score average was 680. A score of 681 is considered kindergarten-ready, 
and 63.33% of the students who were tested at BEEMS in the spring met or exceeded that 
score.

“Despite the learning disruptions caused by COVID-19, Mississippi kindergarteners still 
showed significant growth during the 2021-22 school year, thanks to the hard work and 
dedication of their teachers to accelerate learning,” said Dr. Kim Benton, interim state su-
perintendent of education. “Teachers will be able to use these results to inform instruction 
in the early grades. Schools may also implement tutorial services and extended learning 
services this fall.”

The MDE has outlined specific guidance for school districts on ways to improve out-
comes. At the agency level, the MDE will implement various strategies, such as Science of 
Reading and Regional Literacy Trainings statewide for paraprofessionals and K-5 teachers, 
offer intervention coaching to kindergarten and first-grade teachers, and provide profession-
al development on Kindergarten Readiness reports to inform targeted small group instruc-
tion.

The Kindergarten Readiness Assessment provides parents, teachers, and early childhood 
providers with a common understanding of what children know and are able to do upon 
entering school. Teachers use the results as an instructional baseline to tailor classroom in-
struction and other services for pre-K and kindergarten students. The assessment also mea-
sures how well pre-K programs prepare 4-year-old children to be ready for kindergarten.

To view the full assessment results, visit:
www.MDEK12.org/OPR/Reporting/Assessment/2021-22.

First Teacher Day August 4

Parent Conferences August 8

First day of school August 10
Labor Day Holiday September 5

Distance Learning Day September 14

Fall Break October 10-11

Distance Learning Day November 9

Thanksgiving November 21-25

Student Early Release (60% Day) December 7

60% Day for Students December 21

Winter Holidays December 22–January 3

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday January 16

Winter Break February 20-21

Student Early Release (60% Day) March 1

Spring Break March 13-17

Easter Break April 7-10

Distance Learning Day April 12

Student Early Release (60% Day) May 10

Graduation May 23

Last Day for Students (60% day) May 26
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Blue Cross may 
cause you to drive 

over 200 miles
for your child’s care

Learn more at UMMCcares.com

Since April 1, Blue Cross has excluded UMMC from its network, 
reducing convenient access to critical services, and potentially causing 

members to pay more or travel long distances for care.

You deserve better from your health plan. 

COME SEE US!
104 Madison Street, Bolton MS 39041

601.866.2279

Coast Guard visits library

GoCoastGuardJackson joined the Annie Thompson Jeffers Library for the Oceans of 
Possibilities summer reading program. CS1 Daniel Ellis shared experiences from his service 
in the U.S. Coast Guard and read stories from the Adventures of Onyx series. Pictured (l to 
r) are Alfenette Robinson, Dr. London Thompson, CS1 Ellis, Susie Carter and Dr. Rocheryl 
Ware. For more information about the U.S. Coast Guard, call 601-991-9450. The library is 
located at 111 West Madison Street.
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REGISTER ONLINE: lcdanceco.com
4149 South Siwell Road

Byram MS 39212
601-398-3786

e-mail: info@lcdanceco.com
Live Music 3rd Friday of the Month
 6:30pm • Clinton Visitor Center

Mississippi Blues win GCPL2
By Datti Jinkiri   

The Mississippi Blues are one of the newest soccer 
teams in the area. The team plays home games at Clin-
ton High School and consists of high school players, 
college players and college graduates. The team 
plays in the Gulf Coast Premier League 
Second Division (GCPL2).

The 2022 season was the Blues' 
most successful season yet, as the 
team won the GCPL2 Championship 
with a 4-0-0 record. Head Coach 
Grant Hudson, a Clinton native and 
Clinton High School graduate, says 
he was happy about the accom-
plishment, but he insisted that giv-
ing local soccer players a high-lev-
el platform to play and train was 
what his team existed for.

“Winning the league was definitely 
a goal, but I wouldn't say was the prior-
ity,” Hudson stated. 

“The priority [of the Blues] was making 
sure players living in and from the Jackson 
Metro area had an opportunity to play and train 
at the college level throughout the summer.”

Multiple players with Clinton High School ties 
were rostered on the team. Luke Hopkins, the 2022 
Mississippi Gatorade Player of the Year, as well as 

Miles Sims, Minh Van, and current Arrow Brady Torrence 
contributed to the team's success.

The team also had eight current or future Mississippi 
College players on the roster. This includes Hudson, 

who has had a nice career with the Choctaws 
and is headed into his final season. Luke 

Boarman, Santi Diosa, William Janous 
and Pawemi Kumwenda also play col-
legiately in Clinton. Reece Gibson, 
Brady Jacobs and Jacob Young are 
incoming Choctaw players who will 
play on the team in the fall of 2022.

“I would say the Blues is the most 
beneficial option for local high 
school and college players to get 
involved in the summer because 
of how inclusive it is and that it is 
actually there to help players living 

in and from the Jackson-Metro area,” 
Hudson added.
“It is a direct tie to the local club envi-

ronment and is very beneficial for players 
to get fit for their college/high school season 

while playing/training at a college level.”
The Blues defeated Mobile United 4-2; Hat-

tiesburg FC 4-0 and 2-1, and Tupelo FC 3-1 on 
their way to the title. They will return to defend their 

GCPL2 crown in the summer of 2023.
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LUTRON PRO
SMART LIGHTING

Every Tuesday in June, July, and August

School meals return to regular price 

Special to The Clinton Courier   

For the previous two years, 
the USDA has been providing a 
cost waiver that allowed student 
meals to be offered free of charge. 
However, moving into the 2022-
2023 school year, the USDA has 
removed the cost waiver.

For the upcoming school year, 
students in the Clinton Public 
School District will be required 
to purchase school breakfasts and 
lunches.

Lunches will be served at a cost 
of $2.85 per student.

Breakfast will begin on Mon-
day, August 15, and will be served 
at a cost of $1.90.

Free and Reduced Price Meals 
are available to families who be-
lieve they may qualify. Families 
who wish to apply should com-
plete a "Free and Reduced Meal 
Price Application Form," which 
can be found at www.ClintonPub-
licSchools.com under the “Nutri-
tion” tab and completed online. 
Forms are also available to be ob-
tained and returned to any school 
office. Parents or guardians will 
be notified by mail of their child's 
status. Until notification, the child 
must be provided with a lunch or 
lunch money.

Only one application is needed 

per family. The information pro-
vided on the form will be used to 
determine or prove a child's eligi-
bility for free or reduced-priced 
meals. The information may also 
be used for other State- or Feder-
ally-funded school benefits.

Factors considered in the ap-
plication process are household 
size and total household income. 
Household size is considered 
all persons, related or unrelat-
ed, including parents, children 
and grandparents who live in the 
home and share living expenses. 
The total household income is the 
income each household member 
received last month before taxes, 
including wages, social security, 
pension, unemployment, welfare, 
child support, alimony, and any 
other cash income.

Foster children are categorical-
ly eligible for free meal benefits. 
While an application is not need-
ed, there does need to be doc-
umentation of status by a state 
or local entity familiar with the 
child's status. Foster children may 
be included in the household ap-
plication as part of the household 
size.

Lunches at a reduced price are 
set at $.40, and breakfasts at a re-
duced price are set at $.30.
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© 2019 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

Wright Whitney of Mt. Salus Christian School was the 
school and city winner with the Best Essay and a $250 
scholarship award.

The Clinton Christian Academy recipient was Robin Neblett. Receiving the award at Clinton High School was Amber 
Amis. 

DAR honors recent grads
Seniors at local high schools were recently presented the DAR Good Citizenship Award by the Clinton Walter Leake Chapter.
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runnelsinsurancellc.com
GET A 
QUOTE 
ONLINE!

Pam Runnels
VP of Development 

& Personal Lines
pam@runnelsinsurancellc.com

Rusty Runnels
VP of Operations & Commercial 

Lines, Life Agent & Claims 
rusty@runnelsinsurancellc.com

601-879-9972

We aren’t JUST insurance agents. 
We are trusted advisors.

BUNDLE
& SAVE!

HOME & AUTO 
INSURANCE

Leo Moreira and Carlos Calabrese

Leo Moreira and Carlos Calabrese 
performing August 19 at Milepost 89

Special to The Clinton Courier   

The Friday, August 19, music offering at Mile-
post 89 will feature Leo Moreira and Carlos 
Calabrese, with their focus on music that high-
lights the acoustic guitar. The repertoire pre-
sented by the duo will bring a wide variety, in-
cluding songs by Santana, The Beatles, Toto, 
The Eagles, and others.  

Friday Nights at Milepost 89 is the third Fri-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. inside the Clinton 
Visitor Center. Admission to each performance 
is at least eighty-nine cents. Guests who are 
exhibiting any symptoms of illness are asked 
to forgo the event.  

The musical duo met in the Summer of 2017, 
when Calabrese was moving from Ohio to Mis-
sissippi and looking for other musicians who 
had interest in many genres of music. Cal-
abrese and Moreira jammed some music to-
gether and, in January 2018, they put together 
the band “The Jackson Gypsies.” 

The Weekend Music Scene at the Clinton Vis-
itor Center offers entertainment and fun year 
around with many genres of music.  Weekend 
music is held on the first and fourth Sunday of 
the month from 2-4 p.m.  The community is in-
vited to come listen to the musicians. The Visi-
tor Center is located at 1300 Pinehaven Road, 
at Milepost 89 on the Natchez Trace Parkway. 
For more details, call 601-924-2221.���������������������������
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Fall Classes begin September 1st!
Dance and Cheer classes available for ages 2 and UP!

Register now and get class information at
exaltdanceandcheer.com! Limited spots available!

Open House 8/26 from 5-7pm 
View Facility, Meet Faculty, and Register for Classes!

For dance inquires, contact casey@exaltdanceandcheer.com
For cheer inquiries, contact emma@exaltdanceandcheer.com
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Karen Godfrey
601-672-0829

KGODFREYSOLDIT@GMAIL.COM
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601-326-3333
repairs overwhelming?

don’t fix it, sell it.

I BUY HOUSES

CHS Cheer team plans 
Mini Cheer Camp

The Clinton Courier   

Clinton High School (CHS) cheerleaders are holding a Mini Cheer Camp for 
elementary students interested in the sport.

Open to upcoming kindergarten through sixth-grade girls, the camp will be 
held from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, August 20, in the CHS gym.  

Campers will learn a game cheer and dance to perform with the CHS cheer-
leaders at the first Arrows home football game on Thursday, August 25.

Early registration is $30, and on-site registration is $35. Spaces are limited, 
and pre-registration will continue until Monday, August 15. Participants will 
receive a ticket to the first home football game, a custom bow and poms.

For more information, email ClintonArrowCheer@gmail.com.


