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By Inesha Jackson

Police Chief and native of Can-
ton Otha Brown is striving to 

bring justice 
and peace to 
the Canton 

community, 
one crime at 
a time. Otha 
Brown was 
born and 
raised in Can-
ton, Missis-
sippi, to O.C. 

and Shirley Brown in 1968. He at-
tended and graduated from Canton 
High School in 1986. Born with 
a desire to serve, he went on to 
join law enforcement in 1994 and 

graduated from the Mississippi 
Law Enforcement Offi cers’ Train-
ing Academy (MLEOTA) in Pearl, 
Mississippi. 
After graduating from MLEO-

TA, Brown returned and pursued 
a career as a police offi cer for the 
City of Canton from 1994 to 1999. 
When Brown proved his ability to 
be a leader, he was promoted to 
sergeant. He eventually was able 
to secure his current role as police 
chief for the community that he 
knows and loves. Brown has mea-
sured his success by accomplish-
ing his lifetime goal of becoming a 
police chief and through the many 
responsibilities that came with it.
“I’ve been police chief for eight 

years in the City of Canton, and 

my job comes with great respon-
sibility. As police chief, my job 
requires me to follow and uphold 
policies, procedures, budgeting, 
etc. I also enjoy overseeing all op-
erations of the police department 
and keeping members of the com-
munity safe on a day to day basis,” 
Police Chief Brown said. 
Despite being on many excit-

ing and challenging assignments 
as a police offi cer, sergeant, and 
now as chief, ensuring the safety 
and happiness of men and women 
of the Canton Police Department 
as well as citizens of Canton are 
Chief Brown’s utmost priority. 
“The best part of being police 

chief is knowing that my offi cers 
are happy and the city is happy 

with the job that I’m doing,” Chief 
Brown said. 
Citizens can look at Chief 

Brown’s career and learn that the 
acts of showing respect and caring 
for all people can take them a long 
way in life.
“I care for all people, regardless 

of their race. Whether they’re 
black, white, hispanic, and so on, 
I look out for general welfare of 
all people. I make sure that young 
men and women are doing the 
right things with positive attitudes 
about life,” Chief Brown said. 
In a joint effort to lower crime 

rates, Chief Brown would like 
citizens to get more involved in 
the community through spreading 
positivity. 

City Spotlight: Police Chief Otha Brown strives for peace

Special to The Canton News

Recently, Betsy Sligh was named 
the Mississippi Farm Bureau Fed-

eration pho-
to contest 
winner for 
2021.  Sligh 
entered the 
State Women’s 

Leadership 
Committee 

Photo Contest 
in all three 
categories and 

won fi rst place in the “My Scenic 
Farm” and the “At Home on the 
Farm.”  Sligh’s pictures will be-
come part of a collection of qual-
ity photography that Farm Bureau 
Federation will use to depict life 
on farms in Mississippi.  Adrian 
Garrison, Woman’s Chairman for 
Madison County Farm Bureau said, 
“We are delighted to have a Mad-
ison County entry win two state 
awards.” 
The Farm Bureau Women’s Lead-

ership Program offers awards 
for Farm Woman of the Year and 
Teacher of the Year.  The program 
also sponsors several contests for 
students and the winners receive 
cash awards at the county and state 
levels.  A two-day teachers work-
shop is available.  The objective of 
the workshop is to provide infor-
mation to educate students and the 
general public as to the importance 
of agriculture. Mississippi Farm 
Bureau Women offer an education-
al, fun two days with workshops, 
resource materials, and hands-on 
classroom activities.  Teachers re-
ceive 1.4 CEUs for attending.
Farm Bureau offers several schol-

arships for members enrolled in an 
agriculture degree at a Mississippi 
university or community college.  
Scholarships range in value from 
$500 to $4,000.  
For more information, visit the 

Mississippi Farm Bureau’s web-
site. Guidelines and a complete list 
for contests, training programs, and 
scholarships can be found under 

the Women’s Leadership Programs.  
Details for county level contests 
and scholarships can be obtained by 
calling the Madison County Farm 
Bureau offi ce at 601-859-3215.   

The Madison County Women 
Committee is looking for nominees 
in all contests and scholarships, and 
suggestions can be submitted to the 
county offi ce.

Sligh named Farm Bureau photo contest winner
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Special to The Canton News

One of Slighs’s winning photographs.
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by

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

LOCAL HOMETOWN SERVICE
We have the largest selection of valentine's candy, gists, balloons 
and more to make your Valentine special this year.
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We can handle all your postal needs 
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

We have the largest selection of 
valentine's candy, gi�s, balloons 

and more to make your 
Valentine special this year.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY
We have the largest selection of 
valentine's candy, gi�s, balloons 

and more to make your 
Valentine special this year.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY
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Valentine special this year.

CHS Tigers win in fi nal seconds

Special to The Canton News

The Canton High School Tigers recently beat the Ridgeland High School Titans 49-47. 
Senior Corey Jackson scored in the fi nal seconds of the game helping the Tigers to 
victory.
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By Courtney Warren

I love social media. I’m super active 
on Tik Tok and have learned so much 
about different teaching strategies just 
over the last few months from this 
crazy clock app. However, one other 
thing I have learned is that there is 
a huge stigma around the Mississip-
pi academies, and I had to be careful 
about who I allowed to comment on 
my videos. 
Growing up in Georgia, while I at-

tended a boarding school, the histo-
ry of how the academies came to be 
was not new to me. It was only a few 
months ago when some-
one commented on one of 
my videos that I had “no 
right” to talk about teach-
ing when I taught at a 
“historically racist institu-
tion.” That was pretty eye 
opening. Other Tik Tok 
teachers came to my de-
fense before I ever had to 
speak up. I’m proud of my 
school. I’m even prouder 
of my students. 
That being said, I do 

know there is a strong his-
tory of segregation when it 
comes to the private acad-
emies of our state. I know 
that we have academies in 
Mississippi that include 
board members who fl at-
out refuse students of col-
or to this day. 
With February being 

Black History Month, and 
the month where we focus 
on love, I wanted to take a 
second to talk about how 
my students of color have 
made my job and my life 
that much richer. 
When I began several 

years ago as a teacher in 
our community, I abso-
lutely loved the fact that I 
was able to choose the books I teach. 
My headmaster is incredibly encour-
aging when it comes to our reading 
culture. I chose books I loved and was 
excited about. I chose books I thought 
the students would enjoy, as well. 
It was during the end of January sev-

eral years ago that a very precious 
freshman asked me, “Mrs. Warren, 
how come we don’t read books about 
Black kids?” I had no idea how to 
answer him. So the next month, for 
Black History Month, that’s all we did. 
But I knew trying to teach them about 
these Black authors was going to be a 
challenge, when I myself didn’t know 
much. What I learned was so stinkin’ 
cool. 
That month, I let those freshmen teach 

me. Our students of color took over 
class each day, without knowing it, and 
shared the information they learned 
from their parents, grandparents, and 
the Canton Public School District. 
They shared about music, poets, the 
Civil Rights Movement, and more. It 

was awesome to see these 14-year-old 
kids fi ll the gaps with their own expe-
riences. It was awesome, and it was an 
honor to be a part of it. 
Without diversity, we can’t learn. 
It’s important to note that it’s not their 

job to educate me. The following sum-
mer, I spent my months examining the 
books on my own shelves. I wanted 
to really think about the authors I was 
recommending and teaching – did they 
really represent all of the students in 
my classroom? The answer was no. 
I was once again encouraged by my 
headmaster to make the change. Make 

sure everyone found themselves be-
tween the pages and, in doing so, make 
sure they knew their stories mattered. 
Without them, I never would have 
found some of my favorite authors. I 
never would have gotten lost in some 
of the most amazing books. I looked 
at my daughter’s shelves and saw the 
same thing. This led me to reach out 
to other author friends and those at We 
Need Diverse Books to fi nd some real-
ly cool stories. 
When COVID fi rst happened in 2020 

and was followed up with the Black 
Lives Matter movement, I stayed pret-
ty quiet on Facebook, knowing that, 
no matter what I said, I wasn’t going 

Letter from the Editor: I’m grateful for you
to win. But I also knew, because we 
weren’t in the classroom, so many of 
our students weren’t getting that con-
stant reassurance that they mattered, 
despite all of the mess they were seeing 
on social media. Coach and I took an 
afternoon to reach out to our students 
of color to let them know we loved 
them, supported them, and saw them. 
We cried with a few of them as they ad-
mitted that they were a little afraid. We 
promised we’d do everything we could 
to keep them safe when they were in 
our care. 
Now, the point of this isn’t to be a 

white savior in any way. 
There’s only one savior – 
and He wasn’t white. 
My point is, it’s February. 

A lot of people are still out 
there that think children of 
color don’t belong at the 
desk beside my blonde-
haired, blue-eyed child. 
That’s wrong. 
There are people that think 

children of color shouldn’t 
be allowed to play bas-
ketball at certain schools. 
That’s wrong. 
We need books with peo-

ple that don’t look like us. 
We need movies with peo-
ple that don’t look like us. 
And we need those books 
and movies to not just be 
centered around social jus-
tice but be centered around 
adventure, and magic, 
and spooky monsters, and 
sports. 
We need our students to 

teach us. I know I do. 
In a community where 

race is often in the conver-
sation, I think we can all 
agree that it’s the people 
that make the community 
better. Good people make a 

good community. Not white 
people and not Black people – just 
good people. 
I’m so grateful for all of the wonder-

ful people I’ve met in our community, 
whether that be at school, working for 
this paper, or hanging out at Kylie Mel-
ons. 
Below are a few of my favorite books 

recommended and read by my stu-
dents. You can fi nd them at our Canton 
Public Library. I hope this month you 
fi nd something you love, spend time 
with people you love, and - if needed 
– educate yourself and fi nd something 
different to love, and realize that, no 
matter what color we are, we should 
always choose love. 

Special to The Canton News

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
Tristen Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia

The Jumbies by Tracey Baptiste
New Kid by Jerry Craft

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o
Rocket says, Look up! by Nathon Bryon

BOOKS

Total average savings of $865*
Let me show you how combining
home and auto policies can really

add up. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

= Savings

Car
+ Home

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 
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Canton Public School District elementary schools 
recently celebrated 100 days of school by dressing up as 
senior citizens with wigs, drawn-on wrinkles, and even a 
few mumus. Students were excited to celebrate they are 
now 100 days smarter. 
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SMARTER AT
CPSD

We the People of the United States on September 17, 1787 did ordain and establish the 
Constitution for the United States of America, and on December 15, 1791 the States did 
Ratify the Bill of Rights.

All Loyal Americans - those who sincerely Support and Defend the Constitution, are "We The 
People". We are The People who will refuse to re-elect any un-American o�cial, and We are The 
People who will vote only for Patriots in the 2022 Primary and General elections so this Country 
will return to the Ideals that the United States of America was Founded upon.

Whether you are a blue Democrat, a red Republican or Independent, you can join US in this United 
"purple" political movement of We are The People.

The current un-American administration occupying the White House has tried to ignore the 
Rights and Liberty of the People by promoting chaos at our Southern border, by Unconstitutional 
"mandates" created to attempt to nullify the Bill of Rights, and by using tyrannical measures to 
try to silence dissent and create an irrational fear of each other among the People.

Many elected o�cials have actively or cowardly joined in these un-American activities, and have 
voted for several Unconstitutional pieces of Legislation attempting to promote election fraud, 
attempting to reward criminals who enter our Country illegally and shamelessly attempting to 
buy votes with the illusion of "free stu�".

We are The People who will remind the un-American elected o�cials that when they took and 
signed their Oath of O�ce to Support and Defend the Constitution of the United States that we 
were listening and We demand that they keep their word.

We are The People who will remind the un-American elected o�cials that they work for Us - The 
People, and that We are neither their subjects nor subject to their attempts at tyranny.

We are The People who will remind the un-American elected o�cials that our unalienable Rights 
including Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness are endowed by God, not by any government.

We are The People who have the Courage to stand up to attempts at tyranny by many of our 
un-American elected and non-elected o�cials just as millions of American soldiers have stood up 
to foreign tyranny.

All Loyal Americans - those who sincerely Support and Defend the Constitution, are "We The 
People". We are The People who will refuse to re-elect any un-American o�cial, and We are The 
People who will vote only for Patriots in the 2022 Primary and General elections so this Country 
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By Guest Columnist Mika Hartman 

My husband and I have been married over 24 years. Celebrating us today is as im-
portant as it was our fi rst Valentine’s Day. The fi rst one, CJ came to my work and left 
perfume on my windshield. “Tommy Girl” perfume became my new favorite; I can 
still smell it. Not because it was the most wonderful smell out there, but because it 
smelled of love - his love for me. No, I don’t still wear “Tommy Girl,” but I can’t for-
get how this little box made me feel. We hadn’t known each oth-
er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.
CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily 

prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, 
even though they all have a decade between them: True love, 
passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel 
successful (all up to each of them to decide what these are to 
them) - all with God as the priority. This list is the same for 
many parents, including mine.
For my two older children, these are achievable milestones, 

as they should be. They will be on a path of their choosing, 
and all doors are open them. They can dream big and do 
whatever their determination level goes for. It is up to them 
to achieve the life they desire. I don’t have to advocate or 
change laws to see them reach their full potential or to walk 
through life with someone they love. Just prayers are needed. 
My youngest child, Hudson, has roadblocks set up that 

many have no idea about. I didn’t know all of them until his 
arrival. He’s only 3, and, while the laws may be improving, 
there is still so much that dictates the life he can have. Hud-
son was born with Down syndrome, a large hole in his heart 
and transient leukemia.
It’s “Love Day” month - did you know many people with 

disabilities are unable to be married because of the penalties 
that they would face? 
If two persons with Down syndrome fall in love and want to walk in this world 

together, they are penalized if they offi cially wed. The Federal Government says that 
they (the persons living with Down syndrome) will lose needed benefi ts if they mar-
ry, punishing them for seeking love at a deeper level. Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) and Medicaid would deem incomes as joint, making the couple ineligible. And 
all cash gifts to the couple have to be reported as income, as well. 
Other helpful programs, like Childhood Disability Benefi ts (CDB) and Social 

Security Disability Income (SSDI), would be affected because of the parent con-
nection that automatically goes away upon marriage. 
As it stands today for our friends: You can fall in love, but you can’t get married. 

Or, you can get married, and face your challenges with no help. That’s not American. 
Love is a powerful gift, but it is not so powerful that your medical needs vanish. 
When I asked for guidance on this issue, I was told by a good friend that he has 

a friend who is calling her wedding ceremony “fake” in order not to not lose their 
benefi ts. How awful to need to lessen or degrade the most important day in your 
life as “fake.” Heartbreaking. But the person with Down syndrome recognizes 
that needed benefi ts trump a real ceremony. 
It’s also unknown that our friends with Down syndrome can be paid “submin-

imum” wage…. It’s not even a real word, but it happens all over. This program 
was originally created to help open employment doors for people with disabil-
ities. It was intended to help integrate the disability community and provide in-
come that wouldn’t disrupt any health services already provided. 
But it worked against them, and it gave society the opportunity to devalue a person 

based on their disability. We are valued in life by our worth, productivity, opportu-
nity and abilities. When a person is paid as little as 20 cents per hour, the message 
becomes that they are only worth that. Many states are making changes to this, but 
Mississippi hasn’t yet. 
Now, we don’t pay 20 cents an hour that I am aware of, but how often do you 

see a person with a disability like Down syndrome working in your community? 
I live on the Coast, and I personally know of only one. You read that right! Many 
families fi nd themselves in this very situation and either choose to keep their 
adult child at home or create an opportunity for the family to open a business. 
Now let’s put these two big dreams I have for my children together: Hayden 

and Henley can get married with a ceremony and a celebration of love; Hudson 
can’t, not legally, at least, and still maintain the benefi ts he needs. My older 
children can do whatever job they seek and be valued and earn raises/have new 
opportunities; Hudson will be devalued by society and paid under minimum 
wage for doing his job, or I will have to create him real opportunity. 

This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.
Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than 

65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 
in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave 
Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. 
And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs 

the love he gives. 
Some will argue that raising the pay to minimum wage across 

the board for all will lead to unintended consequences; not all 
good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-
ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If 
you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a 
person with Down syndrome. 
And that is the problem. 
It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-

drome) don’t deserve better and fair wages. If a person has 
the heart to hire based only on the bottom line, they missed 
the mark. This wasn’t created to make a bottom line better. 
It was designed to integrate wonderful, loving, happy peo-
ple into the workplace and provide opportunities for them 
to grow and learn as active and productive citizens in our 
communities. 
Some will argue that marriage isn’t important, either, or that it 

is not a reasonable request. I disagree. Having someone you love 
to walk through this world with and be your best friend on the 
deepest level possible is everything! 
Now let’s put these two together: Marriage and a great job that 

values your contributions… the dream for all of us, right? 
Now the money part. Better wages and two incomes becoming 

possible for our friends may deem that all the extra assistance 
isn’t needed. But I want to ask you to think about it this way: a person living with 
Down syndrome has many health challenges, ones you’ll never face, and the cost of 
healthcare is very expensive. 
Hudson was born with a large hole in his heart that will require multiple surgeries, 

transient leukemia, hypothyroidism, missing tear ducts, and more. All require med-
ical attention. He also eats by a g-tube. His feeding equipment is over $2,000 per 
month. I’ve recently been denied a wheelchair for Hudson. The cost is thousands for 
his chair. Hearing that items on a wheelchair are “a luxury” is ridiculous. I need it for 
his safety on long walks, trips, and doctors’ visits, because of his low muscle tone. 
His adaptive bike was $9,000. My point in sharing is that even with fair wages and 
two incomes through marriage, the necessary medical expenses that would no lon-
ger be covered by benefi ts if a couple marries can reach astronomical proportions, 
and a couple should not have to choose between medical care and love. 
Love comes in many forms. It comes in a hand holding yours as you walk; it 

comes in a smile that cheers you up just when you need it; it comes in looking to the 
future with that special person. 
Love can also be found in a mom moving mountains. I love Hudson so much, 

I will move these mountains; I have to. My dreams for my children will remain, 
though my prayers are different for Hudson. I pray I can be the voice he needs. I 
pray that he won’t know all the discrimination that is out there when I am done. I 
pray he gets the life he deserves. I pray that life gives him the love in return that he 
gives. With God, all things are possible. Any help moving these mountains is truly 
appreciated.
February is Congenital Heart Defect (CHD) Awareness Month. Hudson is a CHD 

Warrior! Celebrate all our little fi ghters with me; they are heroes! 
To help, please contact your local Down Syndrome organizations to fi nd out 

how to get involved. If you’d like, you can follow Hudson’s journey on Insta-
gram at TeamHudsonTheStrong.
Extra hugs and extra kisses this February. Remember that love conquers all. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: CJ and Mika Hartman are personal friends of  Canton 
News’ publisher, Clay Mansell.  We wanted to use our publication to share 
Mika’s journey as she works to change laws, perceptions and anything else 
she chooses to tackle to make our state a better, more inclusive one.  Her son, 
Hudson, has Down Syndrome, and she will share his journey and hers as she 
works with lawmakers to make Mississippi a better place to live for everyone. 
Please visit our website to view her blog and important information on how 
we can all help make Mississippi better.

EXTRA Xs and Os – We all need love

Special to Long Beach Breeze

By Guest Columnist Mika Hartman 
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er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.er very long… and 24 years later, I remember that day perfectly.
CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily CJ and I have three children together. Our hopes and daily 

prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, prayers consist of the exact same thing for all three children, 
even though they all have a decade between them: True love, even though they all have a decade between them: True love, even though they all have a decade between them: True love, even though they all have a decade between them: True love, even though they all have a decade between them: True love, even though they all have a decade between them: True love, even though they all have a decade between them: True love, 
passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel passion for life, determination, and success at a level they feel 
successful (all up to each of them to decide what these are to successful (all up to each of them to decide what these are to successful (all up to each of them to decide what these are to successful (all up to each of them to decide what these are to successful (all up to each of them to decide what these are to 
them) - all with God as the priority. This list is the same for them) - all with God as the priority. This list is the same for them) - all with God as the priority. This list is the same for them) - all with God as the priority. This list is the same for them) - all with God as the priority. This list is the same for 
many parents, including mine.many parents, including mine.many parents, including mine.
For my two older children, these are achievable milestones, For my two older children, these are achievable milestones, For my two older children, these are achievable milestones, For my two older children, these are achievable milestones, 

as they should be. They will be on a path of their choosing, as they should be. They will be on a path of their choosing, as they should be. They will be on a path of their choosing, 
and all doors are open them. They can dream big and do and all doors are open them. They can dream big and do 
whatever their determination level goes for. It is up to them whatever their determination level goes for. It is up to them 
to achieve the life they desire. I don’t have to advocate or to achieve the life they desire. I don’t have to advocate or to achieve the life they desire. I don’t have to advocate or to achieve the life they desire. I don’t have to advocate or to achieve the life they desire. I don’t have to advocate or 
change laws to see them reach their full potential or to walk change laws to see them reach their full potential or to walk change laws to see them reach their full potential or to walk change laws to see them reach their full potential or to walk 
through life with someone they love. Just prayers are needed. through life with someone they love. Just prayers are needed. through life with someone they love. Just prayers are needed. through life with someone they love. Just prayers are needed. 
My youngest child, Hudson, has roadblocks set up that My youngest child, Hudson, has roadblocks set up that 

many have no idea about. I didn’t know all of them until his many have no idea about. I didn’t know all of them until his many have no idea about. I didn’t know all of them until his 
arrival. He’s only 3, and, while the laws may be improving, arrival. He’s only 3, and, while the laws may be improving, 
there is still so much that dictates the life he can have. Hud-there is still so much that dictates the life he can have. Hud-
son was born with Down syndrome, a large hole in his heart 
and transient leukemia.and transient leukemia.
It’s “Love Day” month - did you know many people with It’s “Love Day” month - did you know many people with It’s “Love Day” month - did you know many people with 

disabilities are unable to be married because of the penalties disabilities are unable to be married because of the penalties disabilities are unable to be married because of the penalties 
that they would face? 
If two persons with Down syndrome fall in love and want to walk in this world If two persons with Down syndrome fall in love and want to walk in this world 

together, they are penalized if they offi cially wed. The Federal Government says that 
they (the persons living with Down syndrome) will lose needed benefi ts if they mar-
ry, punishing them for seeking love at a deeper level. Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) and Medicaid would deem incomes as joint, making the couple ineligible. And (SSI) and Medicaid would deem incomes as joint, making the couple ineligible. And 
all cash gifts to the couple have to be reported as income, as well. all cash gifts to the couple have to be reported as income, as well. 
Other helpful programs, like Childhood Disability Benefi ts (CDB) and Social Other helpful programs, like Childhood Disability Benefi ts (CDB) and Social 

Security Disability Income (SSDI), would be affected because of the parent con-
nection that automatically goes away upon marriage. 
As it stands today for our friends: You can fall in love, but you can’t get married. 

Or, you can get married, and face your challenges with no help. That’s not American. 
Love is a powerful gift, but it is not so powerful that your medical needs vanish. 
When I asked for guidance on this issue, I was told by a good friend that he has 

a friend who is calling her wedding ceremony “fake” in order not to not lose their 
benefi ts. How awful to need to lessen or degrade the most important day in your 
life as “fake.” Heartbreaking. But the person with Down syndrome recognizes 
that needed benefi ts trump a real ceremony. 
It’s also unknown that our friends with Down syndrome can be paid “submin-

imum” wage…. It’s not even a real word, but it happens all over. This program 
was originally created to help open employment doors for people with disabil-
ities. It was intended to help integrate the disability community and provide in-
come that wouldn’t disrupt any health services already provided. 
But it worked against them, and it gave society the opportunity to devalue a person 

based on their disability. We are valued in life by our worth, productivity, opportu-
nity and abilities. When a person is paid as little as 20 cents per hour, the message 
becomes that they are only worth that. Many states are making changes to this, but 
Mississippi hasn’t yet. 
Now, we don’t pay 20 cents an hour that I am aware of, but how often do you 

see a person with a disability like Down syndrome working in your community? 
I live on the Coast, and I personally know of only one. You read that right! Many 

This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.This is the fi rst time I’ve typed this, and my heart is skipping beats.
Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than Hudson’s diagnosis is Down syndrome. He has a life expectancy of greater than 

65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 65 years old. He has a strong will, and he CAN do big things. Every other person 
in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave in life gets to choose a path. Why can’t Hudson? I also want to add this: God gave 
Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. Hudson his extra chromosome. Hudson didn’t ask for it. He was created this way. 
And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs And he’s wonderful. Different isn’t bad; his different is beautiful. The world needs 

the love he gives. the love he gives. 
Some will argue that raising the pay to minimum wage across Some will argue that raising the pay to minimum wage across Some will argue that raising the pay to minimum wage across Some will argue that raising the pay to minimum wage across Some will argue that raising the pay to minimum wage across 

the board for all will lead to unintended consequences; not all the board for all will lead to unintended consequences; not all the board for all will lead to unintended consequences; not all the board for all will lead to unintended consequences; not all 
good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-good intentions play out as all good. I have heard this one al-
ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If ready several times on my path to bringing the needed change. If 
you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a you force employers to pay more, then they may not hire at all a 
person with Down syndrome. person with Down syndrome. person with Down syndrome. person with Down syndrome. 
And that is the problem. And that is the problem. And that is the problem. And that is the problem. And that is the problem. 
It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-It is embedded in us that they (people with Down syn-

drome) don’t deserve better and fair wages. If a person has drome) don’t deserve better and fair wages. If a person has drome) don’t deserve better and fair wages. If a person has drome) don’t deserve better and fair wages. If a person has 
the heart to hire based only on the bottom line, they missed the heart to hire based only on the bottom line, they missed the heart to hire based only on the bottom line, they missed the heart to hire based only on the bottom line, they missed the heart to hire based only on the bottom line, they missed 
the mark. This wasn’t created to make a bottom line better. the mark. This wasn’t created to make a bottom line better. the mark. This wasn’t created to make a bottom line better. the mark. This wasn’t created to make a bottom line better. 
It was designed to integrate wonderful, loving, happy peo-It was designed to integrate wonderful, loving, happy peo-It was designed to integrate wonderful, loving, happy peo-It was designed to integrate wonderful, loving, happy peo-
ple into the workplace and provide opportunities for them ple into the workplace and provide opportunities for them ple into the workplace and provide opportunities for them ple into the workplace and provide opportunities for them 
to grow and learn as active and productive citizens in our to grow and learn as active and productive citizens in our to grow and learn as active and productive citizens in our to grow and learn as active and productive citizens in our 
communities. 
Some will argue that marriage isn’t important, either, or that it 

is not a reasonable request. I disagree. Having someone you love is not a reasonable request. I disagree. Having someone you love 
to walk through this world with and be your best friend on the to walk through this world with and be your best friend on the to walk through this world with and be your best friend on the 
deepest level possible is everything! deepest level possible is everything! deepest level possible is everything! 
Now let’s put these two together: Marriage and a great job that Now let’s put these two together: Marriage and a great job that 

values your contributions… the dream for all of us, right? 
Now the money part. Better wages and two incomes becoming 

possible for our friends may deem that all the extra assistance possible for our friends may deem that all the extra assistance 
isn’t needed. But I want to ask you to think about it this way: a person living with isn’t needed. But I want to ask you to think about it this way: a person living with isn’t needed. But I want to ask you to think about it this way: a person living with 
Down syndrome has many health challenges, ones you’ll never face, and the cost of Down syndrome has many health challenges, ones you’ll never face, and the cost of Down syndrome has many health challenges, ones you’ll never face, and the cost of 
healthcare is very expensive. 
Hudson was born with a large hole in his heart that will require multiple surgeries, 

transient leukemia, hypothyroidism, missing tear ducts, and more. All require med-
ical attention. He also eats by a g-tube. His feeding equipment is over $2,000 per 
month. I’ve recently been denied a wheelchair for Hudson. The cost is thousands for month. I’ve recently been denied a wheelchair for Hudson. The cost is thousands for 
his chair. Hearing that items on a wheelchair are “a luxury” is ridiculous. I need it for his chair. Hearing that items on a wheelchair are “a luxury” is ridiculous. I need it for 
his safety on long walks, trips, and doctors’ visits, because of his low muscle tone. his safety on long walks, trips, and doctors’ visits, because of his low muscle tone. his safety
His adaptive bike was $9,000. My point in sharing is that even with fair wages and 
two incomes through marriage, the necessary medical expenses that would no lon-
ger be covered by benefi ts if a couple marries can reach astronomical proportions, 
and a couple should not have to choose between medical care and love. 
Love comes in many forms. It comes in a hand holding yours as you walk; it 

comes in a smile that cheers you up just when you need it; it comes in looking to the 
future with that special person. 
Love can also be found in a mom moving mountains. I love Hudson so much, 

I will move these mountains; I have to. My dreams for my children will remain, 
though my prayers are different for Hudson. I pray I can be the voice he needs. I 
pray that he won’t know all the discrimination that is out there when I am done. I 
pray he gets the life he deserves. I pray that life gives him the love in return that he 
gives. With God, all things are possible. Any help moving these mountains is truly 
appreciated.
February is Congenital Heart Defect (CHD) Awareness Month. Hudson is a CHD 

Warrior! Celebrate all our little fi ghters with me; they are heroes! 
To help, please contact your local Down Syndrome organizations to fi nd out 

how to get involved. If you’d like, you can follow Hudson’s journey on Insta-
gram at TeamHudsonTheStrong.
Extra hugs and extra kisses this February. Remember that love conquers all. 

EXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need loveEXTRA Xs and Os – We all need love

Special to Long Beach Breeze
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Plans starting
 at 49.99 per 

month with no overages!!

$49
Starting at

Monthly

HighSpeed
internet with no contracts!!

601-859-3433WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

Canton High soccer teams celebrate seniors

Special to The Canton News

The Canton High School boys and girls soccer teams recently celebrated their seniors, #11 Husam Al-Rowhani, #24 Juan Gomez-Canela, #16 Ken’Dondre Thompson, #12 Madison 
Winston and #16 Erika Reyes-Varela. The boys team lost 0 to 3 against the Raymond High School Rangers. The girls team won 4 to 0. 
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By Guest Columnist Rev. Robert E. McCallum

The observance of Black Histo-
The observance of Black history 
dates back to 1926, when  the 
well-known historian Carter G. 
Woodson and the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and His-
tory announced the second week 
of February to be “Negro Histo-
ry Week.”  It was to be a week 
designed to highlight African 
American contributions to Amer-
ica. In 1976, President Gerald 
Ford extended this week to one 
month. From that time, for one 
month of the year, African Amer-
ican achievements are noted and 
celebrated. This special month 
offers the opportunity to reflect 
on both the contributions as well 
as the challenges of Black Amer-
icans throughout history. 
Black history is the story of a 

people, a proud people, a preserv-
ing people.  It is the story of how 
Black Americans fought through 
overwhelming odds, opposition, 
and oppression to achieve equal-
ity and a sense of personhood, 
purpose, and pride in Ameri-
ca. Determined to overcome the 
odds, the challenges, the dispari-
ties in education, economics, and 
social conditions, Blacks contin-

ued to climb ladders of success 
and notoriety in every facet of 
American society. 
Black history records and re-

counts the history of a people who 
in times past were left out and 
overlooked.  It tells 
the story of how 
Blacks as a people 
came from being 

disenfranchised, 
disparaged, dis-
credited, disgraced, 
to becoming pos-
itive contributors 
and award-winning 
achievers in every 
walk of life from 
across this nation.
It recounts the 

story of how those 
who were consid-
ered second-class 
citizens went from 
being servants and 
sharecroppers who lived in slave 
houses to becoming chief occu-
pants and legendary law makers 
in the White House.  
The ongoing recognition of 

Blacks in America during Black 
History Month serves as a tool to 
help us to never forget those trail-
blazing pioneers who took part 
in shaping the very fabric of this 

country, from inventing cotton 
gins to blood plasma banks. It is a 
history that must never be forgot-
ten! While the achievements and 
contributions of Blacks across 
this country are too numerous 

to list in this brief 
article, we must 
never forget such 
leaders from Can-
ton as civil rights 
advocate Annie 
DeVine; the first 
Black Supervi-
sor of Madison 
County J.L Mc-
Cullough; busi-
nessman and civil 
rights activist C.O. 
Chinn; Black cath-
olic nun, teach-
er, musician, and 
evangelist Sister 
Thea Bowman; the 

first Black mayor in 
Canton Alice Scott; professional 
football player with the Pittsburg 
Steelers L.C. Greenwood; and 
the list goes on. We must never 
forget!
In the words of Virginia Slims, 

“We’ve come a long way baby.” 
God has been good to us, and we 
must never forget it. Through the 
blood, sweat and tears of many, 

we have gone from being a peo-
ple often discredited to being a 
people of distinction, and it must 
never be forgotten!  
Mahalia Jackson in her song, 

“How I Got Over,” states, “Tell 
me how I made it over. You know 
my soul looks back and wonder, 
how I made it over.” I believe the 
secret to our success lies in the 
fact that, in a very special and 
unique way, we have always been 
a people of unwavering faith and 
hope in God.  It is our faith in 
God that sustained us in our past.  
I personally believe it will be our 
steadfast faith in God that will 
continue to propel our future. 
That too, my friends, must never 
be forgotten.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Reverend 
Robert E. McCallum is a native 
of Jackson, Mississippi, and is 
married to Mrs. Carolyn Frazier 
McCallum; they are the parents of 
four children, Robert, Tiffany, Ter-
rell and Timothy. Rev. McCallum 
is the pastor of Priestley Chap-
el Missionary Baptist Church in 
Canton, Mississippi. Most impor-
tantly, he has a deep passion and 
love for people and is commit-
ted to the Spiritual progress and 
well-being of all mankind.

Word of Prayer: Black History “Never to be Forgotten
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Gov and Econ class immerses in Mississippi History

Special to The Canton News

Students in Coach Scott Nash’s senior Government and Economics class at Canton Academy recently visited the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum and the Museum of Mississippi 
History. Students also dined at Jackson’s historic Beatty Street Grocery.

Word of Prayer: Black History “Never to be Forgotten

THEY SAY HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS, 
SO WE PROVIDE HEART CARE CLOSE TO HOME.
Our team of heart specialists are here for your 
routine and preventive cardiac care through 
lifestyle support, minimally invasive treatments 
and in emergent situations.

When you put your heart in our hands, you get 
the benefit of skilled, experienced cardiovascular 
specialists and Merit Health Heart’s collaborative 
approach to care.

To learn more, visit MeritHealthHeart.comYOUR HEART IS IN 
THE RIGHT PLACE.

If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.
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CANTON’S APPLIANCE HEADQUARTERS FOR 77 YEARS

East Side for the Canton Square for 77 years!

Martin and Thomas double up with crowns
By Courtney Warren

Canton Academy (CA) seniors 
Carter Martin and Maggie Claire 
Thomas stunned the crowd at the re-
cent Beauty and Beau Who’s Who 
event by winning not only Most 
Handsome and Most Beautiful but 
Mr and Miss Canton Academy. 
“I was shocked. I just couldn’t 

believe it was a double. We are so 
proud of her,” said Thomas’ mother 
Pam O’Cain. 
Known for her sweet disposition, 

Thomas’ Most Beautiful crown is 
her third in a row at Canton Acade-
my. She was also crowned the 2021 
Homecoming Queen. 
Thomas is a senior and has attended 

Canton Academy since kindergar-
ten. She is the daughter of Marc and 
Pam Ocain and Chris Thomas. She 
is an active member of First Bap-
tist Church of Canton, where she is 
a member of the youth praise team. 
Thomas is a member of the Madison 
County Civinettes, where she serves 
as the Nursing Home Chair. She was 
also Miss Teen City of Light 2021. 
She is Canton Academy’s student 
body Vice President and 2021 - 2022 
Homecoming queen. She is co-cap-
tain of the varsity cheerleading team, 
is a member of the CA softball team, 
tennis team, track team, basketball 

He attends First Baptist Church of 
Canton and is involved in the youth 
group there. He plays football, bas-
ketball, golf, and runs track. This 
year, Martin was elected as student 
body president and is part of the Na-
tional Honor Society. 
When asked about the most inspir-

ing person in his life he said, “My 
mom, for sure. She is the person that 
just does what she is supposed to be-
cause it’s the right thing to do. She 
always works hard and can find the 
good in any situation, and that’s the 
way I want people to look at me.”
After high school, he plans to go to 

East Mississippi Community Col-
lege, where he will play golf and 
study physical education. He says 
that after he gets done with school, 
he wants to coach kids to be the best 
that they can be in their sport, and 
in life. Martin said that CA is the 
best school for him because he has 
gotten opportunities to do things in 
leadership positions that most oth-
er schools don’t offer. Martin said 
that life is what you make it, and 
his time at CA has taught him a lot 
about life.
With the final months of their se-

nior year ahead of them, Martin 
and Thomas are excited to soak 
up time with their friends and the 
Panthers before graduation. 

team and is a diamond girl for the 
CA baseball team. She is a three-
time UCA 

All-Amer-
ican cheer-
leader and a 
Pin It For-
ward recipi-
ent. She was 
also invited 
to try out 
for the UCA 
cheerleading 
staff. The 
most inspir-
ing person in 
her life was 
her Gram; 
she is now 
her guard-
ian angel. 
After gradu-
ation, Thom-
as  plans to 
attend Mis-
sissippi State 

University 
and pursue 
a career in 

marketing. 
She says 
that Canton 
Academy is 
absolutely the best school for her. 
After being diagnosed with dyslexia 

in early elementary, CA’s Directed 
Studies program has been amaz-

ing. She has 
overcome 

her dyslexia 
and main-
tained hon-
or roll and 

academic 
All-Star sta-
tus. She was 
also a rep-
resentative 

on the local 
news speak-
ing about the 
CA Directed 
Studies pro-
gram.

Humbly 
shaking the 
hands of the 
other nom-
inees as his 
two medals 
clacked to-
gether on the 
stage, Carter 
Martin ac-
cepted Most 
Handsome 

and Mr. Can-
ton Academy. 

Martin is a senior this year. His 
parents are Shan and Alison Martin. 

Photo by Alison Martin
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Replace dirty air �lters according
to the manufacturer’s instruction.

For more ways to save by making your home more 
energy e�cient, visit CMU.com/utility-service-tips

Weatherize doors and windows for air 
leaks with caulk or weatherstripping.

Check for gaps around plumbing
and wiring in your attic.

Program thermostat to 68˚ or lower.
This can increase a bill by 3%.

Seal air ducts that have holes or poor 
connections with mastic tape. 

CHILL YOUR BILL

WARM
YOUR
HOME

@LaDiDaCantonMS  

@LaDiDaCantonMS  

www.shopladida.com

LaDiDa

Starr shining at 

Beauty and BeauBeauty and Beau

We   love   our 
social   media

 manager
Send message

Special to The Canton News

Fresh tomatoes, cabbage, corn, 
greens, squash, and more were pro-
duced in the Helping Hands Garden 
of Madison County Allied Against 
Poverty (MadCAAP). Producing 
over 7,640 pounds of produce, the 
garden volunteers helped provide 
for those in need. MadCAAP part-
ners with individuals, churches, 

businesses and civic groups to meet 
the varying needs of community 
brothers and sisters who are hungry 
and thirsty, in need of clothing and 
safer homes, as well as those who 
are lonely and in need of emotional 
support. 
For more information about Mad-

CAAP and how to get involved, call 
601-407-1404. 

Fresh food and full hearts

Special to The Canton News
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110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Store Hours:

Sh� wi� us �is 
Valentine’s Day and 
Super B	l Sunday!

Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at 
Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

Canton Academy Panthers awarded for positivity

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy Panthers are excited to celebrate positivity. Several Panthers in kindergarten through second grade were recognized for positive behavior. They include (l to r), 
front row: Sophie Swartzfager, Bennett Garrison, Hope Watkins and Jevaris Perkins; and back row: Piper Lott, Rory Johnson, Eli Brock, Foster Penn and Ava Hale.
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Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

Social Distancing 
All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2W. Cherokee St.
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

A N I N D E P E N D E N T
A G E N C Y

PERSONAL * COMMERCIAL

601-286-8230

Call us today and we will find the best rate for you.

Create your own

Martin joins EMCC golf program 

Photo by Graham Lambert

Canton Academy (CA) senior Carter Martin recently committed to East Mississippi 
Community College’s golf program. Pictured are Carter’s brother Sam Martin, CA golf 
coach and Carter’s grandfather Mike Hicks, brother Lane Martin, CA athletic director 
Ben Williams, mom Alison Martin, and dad Shan Martin.
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Madison County 4H 
Livestock Show 2022

Special to The Canton News

The Mississippi 4-H Livestock Show took place at the Canton Multipurpose Complex. 
This program is an opportunity to use animals and educational projects to enhance 
youth development. Participants learn about agriculture and livestock production, and 
they develop an appreciation for the livestock industry; the main objectives, however, 
are to teach life skills and help 4-H’ers become productive citizens of society.

Special to The Canton News

On January 19, the Mississip-
pi House Drug Policy Committee 
amended SB2095, the Mississippi 
Medical Cannabis Act, to remove 
the Mississippi Department of Ag-
riculture and Commerce from Mis-
sissippi’s medical marijuana pro-
gram. The full House approved this 
change.
Agriculture and Commerce Com-

missioner Andy Gipson responded:
“I want to thank House Speaker 

Philip Gunn, Chairman Lee Yanc-
ey, and the Mississippi House of 
Representatives for removing the 
Mississippi Department of Agricul-
ture and Commerce from the med-
ical marijuana program. The best 

place for a truly medical program 
is under the Department of Health, 
which reflects the will of the vot-
ers in Initiative 65. This change is 
good policy for Mississippi agricul-
ture and allows us to focus on our 
core mission. It is also good policy 
for the taxpayers of Mississippi be-
cause it achieves greater efficiency 
in the use of funds by reducing the 
number of agencies involved in the 
program. The Department of Agri-
culture remains committed to as-
sisting the Department of Health on 
any technical issues that may arise 
in this program, just as we are com-
mitted to all of state government 
when we can be of help.”

Ag Commissioner Gipson Responds  

Special to The Canton News

On December 6, 2021, the Canton 
Lions gathered at the Old Jail Mu-
seum for a night of remembrance 
and celebration.  After a program by 
the Pentecost sisters Dianne Cau-
then, Karen Galloway and Brenda 
Zeigler sharing memories of living 
upstairs at the 
Old Jail, the 
night contin-
ued with rec-
ognition of 
183 years of 
service from 
members who 
died in 2021.   
Lion Tim-

my Pickett 
recognized 

each family 
and outlined 
the dedica-
tion of these 
members to 
the club, be-
ginning with 
Melvin Ray, 
who served 
as a Canton 
Lion for 57 
years, Mor-
ris Taylor a 
member for 
54 years, 
James Chan-
dler a member for 52 years, and Gil 
Kyker a member for 20 years.  The 
Canton Lions Club purchased a 
light on the White Cane Christmas 
Tree in the state office building in 
honor of each of these four very 
faithful members.  
President Moses Thompson said, 

“With this donation, our deceased 
members are appropriately remem-
bered in a way that carries on the 
Lion tradition of preserving sight 
for all Mississippians.” 
The highlight of the evening was 

the naming of the 2021 Herb Power 
Award.  Herb was a long-time Li-

ons Club member who died at age 
99 and left a long history of numer-
ous civic service achievements.  
This award, established in his 
honor, recognizes a person who, 
like Herb, exemplifies outstanding 
leadership skills, dedication to the 
community, and has a Lion’s heart 

for service 
in keeping 
with the Li-
ons’ mission.  
Barbara Pow-
er, Herb’s 
wife and his 
children: son, 
Bill Pow-
er; daughter, 
Judy Mor-
row; and 

daughter, 
Becky Lank-
ford, were all 
present for 
the afternoon 
ceremony to 
honor Herb.  
Danny Mur-

phy, previous 
Herb Pow-
er Honoree, 
made the pre-
sentation, as 
Frank Carter 
was given the 
2021 Lions 

Club Herb Power Award.  
In presenting the award to Mr. 

Carter, Danny said, “Our honor-
ee has truly earned his stripes in 
community service.  He has helped 
with the Lions BBQ for the past ten 
years, is active in church activities, 
has helped to train and mold the 
youth of this community, and has 
set a good example as a husband, 
father, leader, team member, and 
service to all who know him.”
Mr. Carter was recognized with a 

plaque and a donation in his honor 
to the Addie McBride Foundation, 
a local Lions charity.   

Lions names 2021 Herb Power Award  

Special to The Canton News

Frank Carter (left) receiving the Herb Power Award 
from Lions Club President Moses Thompson 
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Wars Eugene “Gene” Massey
December 18, 1955 - December 24, 
2021

Ward Eugene “Gene” Massey, 66, 
was born on December 18, 1955 and 
passed away peacefully at home on 
December 24, 2021. Gene was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Ward 
“Bunk” Massey and Margaret Gober 
Massey, sister-in-law, Regina Ray 
Massey, and brother-in-law, Wayne 
Malone, Sr. He is survived by his 
sons, Christopher Aubert Massey 
(Jasmie) and Cody Eugene Massey; 
siblings: Tonie (Wayne, Sr) Malone, 
Rodger (Regina) Massey, Susie 

Massey Jenkins, James (Stepha-
nie) Massey, and Danny Joe (Amy) 
Massey, three grandchildren, two 
great grandchildren, and a host of 
nieces and nephews. A Celebration 
of Life will be held at the Roosevelt 
State Park Group Camp Building in 
Morton, MS on January 23, 2022 at 
12:30 PM. The Family requests that 
in lieu of fl owers, you consider mak-
ing donations to The COPD Founda-
tion (www.copdfoundation.org) or 
The American Diabetes Association 
(www.diabetes.org).

Sebrell Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements.

There’s Merit in
KNOWLEDGE.
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WAIT Conference empowers and lifts up women
By Inesha Jackson

On January 8, 2022, Sharon 
Chapel African Methodist Epis-
copal (AME) Zion Church opened 
its doors for the first W.A.I.T. 
(Worship. Acknowledge. Invite. 
Trust) Women’s Conference, or-
chestrated by Cynthia Allen to 
empower and lift up women. The 
conference hosted over 75 partic-
ipants and featured fun, food, and 
fellowship for women of all ages. 
“What’s the most expensive 

element of life?” Ebony John-
son-Bracey asked the audience as 
she opened the first session of the 
conference. 
“Time,” someone shouted back 

to her. 
For her presentation on “Di-

vine Time Management,” there 
were three main objectives. John-
son-Bracey aimed for women to 
establish a thorough understand-
ing of what divine time manage-
ment is, to be challenged to adopt 
a mindset that incorporates divine 
time management into their ev-
eryday lives, and to learn essen-
tial techniques to implement for 
success and improved productiv-
ity. 
In establishing a mindset for di-

vine time management, she rec-
ommends making time for God, 
keeping eternity in mind, turning 
away from procrastination, and 
keeping faithful reminders. 
Event coordinator Cynthia Al-

len kicked off the second session 
with her presentation entitled 
“W.A.I.T. Did That Just Happen?” 
Allen urged women of the con-

ference to be believers like the 
Shunammite woman, as she told 

trouble, God will always be with 
you. 
The first W.A.I.T. Women’s Con-

ference came to a close with Cyn-
thia Allen giving her closing re-
marks. On January 9 at 10 a.m., 
women gathered at Sharon Chapel 
AME Zion Church to hear guest 
minister Prophetess Debra Land-
fair of Word of Righteousness 
Christian Center International. 

the story from the book of Sec-
ond Kings in the Holy Bible. The 
Shunammite woman was blessed 
with a son, and, years later, her 
son died in her arms. Instead of 
getting upset, she went and got 
Elisha, the man of God who de-
clared that she would have a son, 
to bring him back to life. Allen 
encouraged women to let their 
faith confront their fears. 
Dr. Lisa Moore led the confer-

ence in worship segments in be-
tween each session. Women were 
overjoyed to sing, dance, and 
praise God in their own way. Be-
fore the third session, the partic-
ipants were able to write letters 
or prayers to God asking him to 
do positive things in their lives 
for 2022. These letters were then 
sealed until December 31, 2022, 
for women to reflect over the 
year to see what God has done for 
them. Women also received door 
prizes and gifts for attending the 
conference. 
 The last session, entitled 

“Sealed to Produce,” was pre-
sented by Ciera Draine-Kelly. She 
reminded women that everything 
they do reflects the kingdom of 
God. 
“If you are in the kingdom, your 

fruit will speak for you. Howev-
er, if you are in the world, your 
lips will speak for you . . . In 
order to grow, you have to cut 
some weeds,” Draine-Kelly said. 
She insisted that women let go 
of things and people that are pre-
venting them from growing and 
pulling them away from God. 
After the three sessions of learn-

ing how to worship, acknowledge, 
invite and trust God, the confer-

ence had a special guest speaker, 
Jennifer Biard, the Senior Pastor 
of the Jackson Revival Center. She 
spoke from 2 Chronicles 1:1-12, 
telling the story of Jehoshaphat 
and his encounter with sever-
al armies. While armies formed 
against Jehoshaphat and his king-
dom, he waited to hear from God, 
and God fought the battles for 
him. She shared that, in times of 

Special to The Canton News
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

323 West Fulton Str
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!HUNTING SEASON
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Upstairs Downtown shows the hidden beauties
By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

The Canton Garden Club recent-
ly hosted the Upstairs Downtown 

tour of the 
second-fl oor 
renovations 

on the historic 
square. Kathy 
Hammack has 
served as Presi-
dent of the Gar-
den Club since 
the beginning 
of the year and 

led the group in inviting people back 
into the Canton square for this bienni-
al event for the fi rst time since 2018.  
Mary Carol Patrick served as chair-
man for this event, as she had been 
President of the Garden Club for the 
past Upstairs Downtown event.
Buildings on tour included the loft 

apartments of Mitch Tyner, Matt and 
Cat Kennedy, Jeb and Maria Stewart, 
and Bridget Crosby.  Also open that 
night was the new ice cream shop, 
The Daily Scoop, owned by Dave 
and Suzanne Danaher, who also 
own the building next door to the ice 
cream shop, and they allowed visitors 
to tour the construction site of that 
building. Long time Canton caterer 
Susie Morgan opened Sterling Hall, 
and Ric Grant played piano as guests 

Contractors, BankPlus, Barnett 
Phillips Lumber Company & Bob 
Montgomery
Bronze – Trustmark Bank, Rena-
sant Bank, Canton Flea Market, 
Canton Lions Club, Moses Thomp-
son, MS Discount Drug, MS Farm 
Bureau, & Sherrye LaCour Insur-
ance
In-Kind – Hannah’s Liquor Store 
and Harry T’s

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is mar-
ried to James Foy and is a retired 
Economic Developer with the Missis-
sippi Economic Development Author-
ity. Foy is an active participant in the 
community of Canton. She is a mem-
ber of the Canton Lions.

toured the beautiful venue site.
As always, the Canton Tourism Of-

fi ce assisted and generously opened 
the Trolio Hotel for registration and 
upstairs tours, as well as the Will-
banks Building, a museum to the 
movies fi lmed in Canton.  The music 
from the Jackson All Star Band, play-
ing in the gazebo on the court square, 
was highly praised by visitors sitting 
on second fl oor balconies. 
Hammack said, “The Garden Club 

is so thankful to all of our sponsors.  
With this being the fi rst fundraiser 
for the Garden Club in two years be-
cause of the COVID pandemic, we 
could not have put this together with-
out their substantial support.” 
The Renasant Bank generously 

opened the third fl oor of the bank 
located on the southeast corner for a 
Grand Finale gourmet dessert event 
with live music by Ralph Miller. 
Lauren Ellison, Branch Manager of 
Canton Renasant, was a tremendous 
help with the planning of the Finale, 
which was envisioned to be a fi nal 
leisurely look of the downtown from 
the third fl oor after visits to all the 
beautiful historic apartments and a 
night of shopping around the square.  
Beth MacNeill photographed the 

night for us and has posted those 
pictures on her Facebook page. Mac-

Neill’s talent really showcases the 
beauty of Canton and the magic of 
the night well.  See her collection of 
pictures from Upstairs Downtown on 
Facebook. 
The Garden Club is thankful for 

all the support of sponsors, property 
owners, attendees and those express-
ing an interest in becoming a Garden 
Club member.  Keep watch for the 
next event, and contact Kathy Ham-
mack, or any Club member, for your 
application to join the Canton Garden 
Club.
The Club is very thankful to spon-

sors: 
Gold – City of Canton & Canton 
Tourism
Silver – Robertson Construction 
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Joy Foy
Special to The Canton News
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Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.
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All you need is love and…

Panthers
Enrollment is open! Visit www.CantonAcademy.org

A Black History moment  
By Daphne Johnson-Sims  

As we celebrate Black History 
Month, let us reflect on three 
women who helped to change 
the outlook for women around 
the world: Maya Angelou, Mi-
chelle Obama and 
Kamala Harris.  
Maya Angelou was 

an American civil 
rights activist. She 
fought for what was 
right.  She published 
many books on po-
etry and performed 
in plays, movies and 
television shows. 
Maya Angelou’s 
work depicts the 
struggles of many 
Black Americans in 
the past and still to-
day. Maya was a very adamant 
and tenacious woman. She died 
at the age of 86. Let’s give a sa-
lute to Maya Angelou, the first 
Black woman to appear on U.S. 
coins.  
Michelle Obama served as First 

Lady of the United States from 
2009 to 2017. She was the first 
African-American woman to 
serve in that position. Growing 
up, Michelle Obama’s parents 

instilled in her a commitment to 
family, hard work, and educa-
tion. As we go throughout life’s 
journey, we can learn a thing 
or two from Michelle Obama. 
Michelle Obama encouraged 

young people to con-
tinue their education 
past high school in 
technical schools and 
community colleges, 
as well as colleges 
and universities. Mi-
chelle Obama encour-
ages everyone to keep 
being their best - and 
remember her famous 
motto: When they go 
low, we go high!
Finally, Kamala Devi 

Harris is an American 
politician and attor-

ney. She has served as the Attor-
ney General of California and a 
United States Senator. Kamala is 
the first female vice president of 
the United States. Kamala Har-
ris has spent much of her career 
breaking barriers and fighting 
for working families. A motto of 
Kamala  Harris: “Anyone who 
claims to be a leader must speak 
like a leader. That means speak-
ing with integrity and truth.”
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Daphne Johnson-Sims

Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Pecan Village 
Apartments
1415 HWY 16 West, Canton, MS 39046

601-859-0681 
TTY:711

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

9:00-5:00

For Information or to place an application, call the office number above or come by the office
“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

By Tesha Thompson 

For many Sunday dinners and family gather-
ings, sweet potatoes, also commonly known as 
candied yams, play a huge role in bringing my 
family closer. At every gathering, it is highly re-
quested that I make this dish. While there have 
been a few recipes for this dish in my family 
already and a few different styles of making it, 
it makes me happy knowing that I have a sweet 
and tasty treat that brings many people joy. 
Growing up, my mother would make them 

above the stove, and everyone absolutely loved 
them. However, during the pandemic, we found 
new and innovative ways to recreate her dish-
es. When I came across her recipe for candied 
yams, I decided to put my own twist to it, and 
now it is a family favorite. 

on the table:
Baked Sweet Potatoes 

BAKED SWEET
POTATOES

Ingredients: 
• Butter 
• Sweet potatoes 
• Sugar
• Vanilla extract 

Directions:
1.   Peel potatoes and place in cold water until you have 

completed all of the potatoes.
2.   Rinse the potatoes, and place them into a new bowl 

of cool water. 
3.   Slice the potatoes.
4. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. 
5. Lightly grease pan with butter. 
6. Pour a thick and even layer of sugar into pan. 
7. Fill pan with one layer of potatoes, and pour a layer 

of sugar on top. 
8. Repeat Step 6 until you have used all potatoes. 
9. Cover pan with lid or aluminum foil and place in 

the oven. 
10. After 30 minutes, add vanilla extract. 
11. Continue cooking for another 20 minutes. 

Recipe from Tesha Thompson 

Canton Villa 
Apartments

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday

9:00-5:00
Friday

9:00-3:00

For Information or to place an application
call the office number above or come by the office

“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employernagement.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

NOW TAKING
APPLICATIONS

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments

2021 Hwy 43 N, Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3263 / TTY:711
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift!
New customers only

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

                   CANTON

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com

(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Happy
Valentines Day!
Canton Discount is your 
Valentines headquarters with 
bears, balloons, candy, cards 
and much more...

Special to The Canton News

The Mississippi Department of Ed-
ucation (MDE) recently announced 
that the 3rd grade reading assess-
ment, which helps determine promo-
tion to the 4th grade, will be admin-
istered from April 4-22 across the 
state. 
The Literacy-Based Promotion Act 

(LBPA) enacted in 2013 was created 
to help ensure kindergarten through 
3rd-grade students develop good 
reading skills. The law was amended 
in 2016 and requires all Mississippi 
3rd grade public school students to 
score at level 3 or higher on the read-
ing portion of the Mississippi Aca-
demic Assessment Program English 
Language Arts (MAAP-ELA) test to 
qualify to be promoted to 4th grade. 

Exemptions apply to certain students 
with disabilities, students learning 
English or students who have been 
previously retained.
Third-graders will be given up to 

three attempts to pass the assess-
ment. If a student fails the fi rst test, a 
retest will be given May 9-13. 
If a student fails the retest, a second 

retest will be given June 20-July 8. 
Schools and districts will offer inter-
vention to students who fail the tests.
In 2019, 74.5% of 3rd graders 

passed the assessment on the fi rst at-
tempt. By the third attempt, a total of 
85.6% passed. The Mississippi State 
Board of Education (SBE) suspend-
ed administering the assessment for 
the 2019-20 school year due to the 
state of emergency Gov. Tate Reeves 
declared in March 2020 to combat 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The 3rd grade reading assessment 

was administered once in the 2020-
21 school year, however; due to the 
state of emergency, the SBE waived 
the passing requirement. The state of 
emergency expired Nov. 20, 2021. 
The LBPA takes a comprehen-

sive approach to helping teachers 
and school leaders effectively teach 
reading and implement an ongoing 
system to monitor student progress. 
The law enables MDE to deploy lit-
eracy coaches to schools where data 
show students struggle the most with 
reading. Coaches work directly with 
teachers and administrators to help 
them become more effective teach-
ers of reading. Currently, 56 literacy 
coaches serve 95 schools and 51 dis-
tricts.

Mississippi’s K-3rd grade students 
are screened three times annually to 
determine their reading levels. Based 
on those results, teachers can focus 
on a student’s needed improvement 
skills. Parents are also made aware 
of their child’s results and can check 
with their child’s teachers for help-
ful strategies specifi c to their child’s 
needs.
“Mississippi’s K-3 teachers, ad-

ministrators and school leaders have 
worked hard to assess and prepare 
3rd graders to meet reading stan-
dards even during the pandemic,” 
said Dr. Carey Wright, state superin-
tendent of education. “MDE encour-
ages parents to utilize resources from 
MDE and from their child’s teacher 
and school to equip students to suc-
ceed.”

Third grade reading assessment will be administered from April 4-22


