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Richland High School athletes sign for college teams

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Richland High School's Cooper Hammons signed a soccer scholarship with Co-Lin Community College 
�I�R�U���W�K�H�����������������������V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�������3�L�F�W�X�U�H�G�����O���W�R���U�����D�W���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�H�����I�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z�����1�R�U�P�D�Q���0�R�U�J�D�Q�����J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U����
Tammy Morgan, grandmother; Cooper Hammons, Morgan Lee, sister; and Lindsay Gambill, mom; and 
back row: Athletic Director Todd Montgomery, Assistant Coach Corey Myers, Assistant Coach Sebastian 
Mink, Head Coach John Adams, Assistant Principal Corey Yates and Principal Dr. Marcus Stewart.

Richland High School's Blaine Collins signed a soccer scholarship with Co-Lin Community College for 
�W�K�H�������������������V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�������3�L�F�W�X�U�H�G�����O���W�R���U�����D�W���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�H�����I�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z�����7�U�H�\���&�R�O�O�L�Q�V�����G�D�G�����$�G�D�O�L�Q�G���&�R�O�O�L�Q�V����
sister; Blaine Collins; and Shauna Collins, mom; and back row: Athletic Director Todd Montgomery, 
Assistant Coach Corey Myers, Head Coach John Adams, Assistant Coach Sebastian Mink, Assistant 
Principal Corey Yates and Principal Dr. Marcus Stewart.

Richland High School's Harrison Rudd signed a soccer scholarship with East Central Community Col-
�O�H�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�������������������V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�������3�L�F�W�X�U�H�G�������O���W�R���U�����D�W���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�H�����I�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z�����(�U�L�F���5�X�G�G�����G�D�G�����+�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q��
Rudd, and Aliya Rudd, mother: and back row: Athletic Director Todd Montgomery, Assistant Coach Co-
rey Myers, Head Coach John Adams, Assistant Coach Sebastian Mink, Assistant Principal Corey Yates 
and Principal Dr. Marcus Stewart.                                                                                                                      

�5�L�F�K�O�D�Q�G���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�
�V���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���D���V�R�F�F�H�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���&�R���/�L�Q���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H������������
26 school year.  Pictured (l to r) at the signing, are, front row: Heather Williams, aunt; Sheila Williams, grandmother; 
Jayroe Williams, dad; Charles Williams; Rebecca Williams, mom; and Marvin Williams, grandfather; and back row: 
Athletic Director Todd Montgomery, Assistant Coach Sebastian Mink, Assistant Coach Corey Myers, Head Coach 
John Adams, Assistant Principal Corey Yates,  Principal Dr. Marcus Stewart and Stephen Ekugwum.                                                             

Richland High School's Gavin Myers signed a soccer scholarship with Jones Community College for the 
�����������������V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�������3�L�F�W�X�U�H�G�����O���W�R���U�����D�W���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�H�����I�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z�����*�D�U�H�W�W���0�\�H�U�V�����E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����1�L�F�R�O�H���0�\�H�U�V����
mother; Gavin Myers, and Corey Myers. dad; and back row: Athletic Director Todd Montgomery, Head 
Coach John Adams, Sandra Usry, grandmother, Assistant Coach Sebastian Mink, Stephen Ekugwum, 
Assistant Principal Corey Yates and Principal Dr. Marcus Stewart.                                                   
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The Velveteen Rabbit, was written 
by Margery Williams (1881-1944) 
one hundred three years ago and 
has remained a favorite of children 
and their parents for all that time. 
It is a lovely, gentle story of a little 
boy who, one Christmas, received 
a beautiful stuff ed rabbit made of 
soft velveteen, and his body fi lled 
with sawdust. He is cuddly and, 
like many rabbits, is a curious 
fellow. The boy carried the rabbit 
everywhere with him; they were 
inseparable.
At times, the Velveteen Rab-

bit would visit with the old Hair 
Horse, a realistic rocking horse 
who had lived in the nursery for many years.
Though his hair was missing in big patches 

and the paint on his legs had been rubbed off  
by so many children who rode him in imagi-
nary races across the nursery fl oor, Hair Horse 
was a very wise toy, and the Velveteen Rab-
bit listened to his stories about how to become 
“real.” The Hair Horse told the rabbit that, if he 
is loved by a child so that he is no longer beau-
tiful or loses his tail or one or more of his rabbit 
ears, he can become “real” - and he just might 
awake one morning to fi nd he is a real rabbit.
One day, the Velveteen Rabbit and the boy 

were in the woods, and the boy left him there 
for a while. The Velveteen Rabbit lay in the 
leaves and became aware that several small an-
imals were talking about him, wondering what 
he was. The Velveteen Rabbit sat up and began 
to talk with them. He learned they were real 
rabbits. They had long ears like his and whis-
kers like his, but their legs were real, where he 
had only a rounded lower body and no legs and 
could not hop or run away. When they heard 
the boy coming, the real rabbits hopped away 
very quickly.

The Velveteen Rabbit 
and the boy played for 
long hours in the summer, 
and the boy held him very 
close as they slept. As 
time passed by, the Velve-
teen Rabbit grew shabbi-
er and shabbier; he didn’t 
mind, because he knew 
the boy’s love had made 
him “real.” 
The boy became very ill 

with scarlet fever and had 
to stay inside in the bed 
for many days. The rab-
bit stayed with him; then, 
when the boy got well, 
he was able to go outside 
for a while. The family 
planned a trip to the sea-

side, and, while they were gone, Nanna cleaned 
out the old toys, blankets and play clothes, 
loading them into a big bag. The doctor said 
they needed to be burned, because they were 
loaded with scarlet fever germs, and to get the 
boy a new stuff ed bunny.
The Velveteen Rabbit lay inside the big bag 

on the refuse pile. He thought about going to 
the seaside and tried to sleep, but he missed 
the boy. Then, he felt a tear - a real tear - slide 
down his shabby nose and fall to the ground. 
Where the tear landed, a beautiful fl ower grew 
and blossomed, and, out of it, there stepped a 
fairy, “The Nursery Magic Fairy,” who turns 
toys loved by their children to “real.” 
“You were real to the boy, and now you shall 

be real to everyone,” she said, as she fl ew with 
the Velveteen Rabbit into the forest to Rabbit 
Land, where he would live forever. 
Months passed and one day, and the boy was 

in the wood. He saw two rabbits, one which 
reminded him of his old velveteen rabbit.
Other books by Margery Williams are The 

Runaway Bunny and The Little Wooden Doll.

By Guest Columnist Beth Woodmansee 
for the Friends of the Richland Library

The Velveteen Rabbit, by Margery Williams

May might be my very favorite 
month of the year. We have recent-
ly celebrated Resurrection Sun-
day, which, tracking with the lunar 
calendar, can arrive in March but 
mostly occurs in April during the 

peak of springtime and new life. 
Fresh, green things 

burst and bloom. We 
sing along by sneez-
ing out all the pollen 
we have breathed in. 
Our allergy-burdened 
red eyes match the 
blooming azaleas. Ma-
jestic white magno-
lias remind us to put 
away our dark clothes 
until Labor Day rolls 
around in September.   
As a lover of all things horse, the Kentucky Derby 

is the fi rst Saturday in May. As a believer in Jesus, 
the National Day of Prayer is the fi rst Thursday in 
May. We remember the ultimate sacrifi ce of our 
fallen war heroes. We celebrate our mothers.  
Kids begin the “school days left until summer” 

countdown. Parents smile and pray for patience.  
Teachers are speechless with exhaustion laced 
with anticipation of silence and much-needed va-
cation. Seniors in high school and college walk a 
little taller, looking forward to graduation.
I’ve never understood why graduation is called 

“commencement,” when it is really the END of 
homework, term papers, projects and tests. I re-
alize it means the beginning of the next stage of 
life.  To “commence” means to start. I vote we 
re-name it Launch or Explosion or Adulting 101.  
Best blessings go out to the Class of 2025. May 
you allow God to guide every step you are meant 
to commence.

Little Brown Light: 
May be so

By Guest Columnist Becky Brown

Special to 
SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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WE’RE YOUR OUTDOOR POWER
SUPER STORE!!SUPER STORE!!

WE’RE YOUR OUTDOOR POWER
SUPER STORE!!

PEARL | BYRAM | RICHLAND-FLORENCE
MADISON | CLINTON | JACKSON | BRANDON

www.revellhardware.com                                     www.revelloutdoor.com


