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Retired Pearl High School Athletic 
Director Woody Barnett was one of 
fifteen leaders in high school activity 
programs across the country to receive 
the National Federation of State High 
School (NFHS) Associations Citations 
in June.

An award designed to honor indi-
viduals who have made contributions 
to the NFHS, state high school associ-
ations, athletic director and coaching 
professions, the officiating avocation 
and fine arts/performing arts programs, 
the NFHS Citation is one of the most 
highly regarded achievements in high 
school athletics and performing arts.

Barnett led his girls and boys cross 
country and track and field teams at 
Pearl High School to forty-three state 

championships in thirty-six years. In 
cross country, his teams won nine girls 
and nineteen boys state titles, and, in 
track and field, they claimed three girls 
and twelve boys state championships. 
He also coached eighteen individual 
cross country state champions and 127 

track and field champions. In 1987, he 
coached the All-American and national 
scholastic record holder, George Kersh.

Barnett is in his ninth year of retire-
ment from the Pearl Public 
School District, where he served 
for thirty-six years. During his 

tenure, all at Pearl, he served as a teach-
er and coach and, for his last sixteen 
years, as the athletic director. 

As athletic director, Barnett was able 
to lead Pearl High School to a total of 
forty-eight state championships. 

In 2004, he was named the Nation-
al Boy’s Cross Country Coach of the 
Year by the National Federation of 
Coaches Association, and, in 2012, he 
was named the National High School 
Coaches Association Boys Track & 
Field Coach of the Year.

In 2006, Barnett was inducted into 
the Pearl School District Alumni As-
sociation’s Hall of Fame. A crowning 
achievement was being inducted into 
the Mississippi Association of Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 2008.

Barnett receives National Citation Award

The nationwide waiver allowing all 
students to eat free school meals has 
expired. Beginning in the 2022-2023 
school year, Pearl Public School District 
(PPSD) students who do not qualify for 
participation in the free and reduced 
program will be required pay for meals 
again. A new application must be com-
pleted every year. 

To complete the free and reduced 
lunch application, visit www.My-
SchoolApps.com/Application. Addi-
tional benefits, such as P-EBT benefits 
and ACT waivers, rely on a student’s 
free/reduced meal status, so completion 
of the online application is strongly en-
couraged.

Over the past several years, the USDA 

made it possible for school nutri-
tion programs to serve all 
students free breakfast 
and lunch through 
“waivers.” Con-
gress did not 
extend these 
waivers to the 
u p c o m i n g 
school year, 
so the district 
will return to 
paid, free and 
reduced lunch/
breakfast status-
es. 

Parents and 
guardians are advised 
that, in past years, free 
and reduced lunch applica-

tions from prior years covered the 
first thirty operation days 

of the new school year. 
The carryover peri-

od is only applica-
ble if the student 
has a completed 

a p p l i c a t i o n 
on file from 
the previous 
school year. 
There will be 
no carryover 

period for stu-
dents without a 

2021- 2022 ap-
plication on file. 
Many families did 

not fill out the appli-
cation last year when meals 

were automatically free for all students, 
so families need to complete this year’s 
application as soon as possible to be ap-
proved or be prepared to pay on the first 
day of school. 

Completing the form online is the 
fastest way to have an application pro-
cessed.

The 2022-2023 meal prices for stu-
dent breakfast will be $1.75, full price, 
and $0.30, reduced price; student lunch 
will be $3, full price, and $0.40, reduced 
price. Adult breakfast will be $2.25, and 
adult lunch will be $3.75.

Parents can add funds into their 
child’s account on-line at MySchool-
Bucks.com.

For more information or to ask ques-
tions, contact the PPSD Child Nutri-
tion office at 601-932-7956.PPSD is an 
equal opportunity provider.

Application required for PPSD free and reduced lunches

Special to The Pearl News

Special to The Pearl News

Retired Pearl High School Athletic Director Woody Barnett (center), receiving NFHS Citation Award.
Photo by Keith Warren

To watch a video of the event, visit www.nfhsnetwork.com.  
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Terry Aldridge grew up in north Mis-
sissippi in a little community called 
Strayhorn, about fifteen miles west 
of Senatobia, Mississippi. He moved 
to Rankin County in 1986 with his 
then-girlfriend, thinking that they were 
going to eventually get married. As fate 
would have it, that relationship did not 
last, but Aldridge remained in Rankin 
County. Looking for employment, he 
put in an application at Hudspeth Center 
as a campus police officer in 1986 and 
was hired. In 1988, Hudspeth sent him 
to the police academy. 

The following year, at the encourage-
ment of the chief of police of Richland 
and the chief at Hudspeth Center, Al-
drige went for an interview with Rich-
land Police Department (RPD). And, as 
Aldrige explains, “They ended up hiring 
me; they took a chance on me…I figured 
that was where God wanted me, and that 
was where I stayed. I had opportunities 

to go to other departments and move up, 
but I felt at home at Richland.” He was 
twenty-seven when his career 
with Richland Police began.

Aldrige began his law 
enforcement career as a 
rookie police officer. A 
normal day for him 
was answering calls for 
services that ranged 
anywhere from a 
traffic accident to a 
report of a vicious 
dog, it didn’t mat-
ter. “Whatever call it 
was, we went to.” 

From that point 
on, his career took 
many detours. In 1997, 
he was promoted to K9 
sergeant on the shift and 
was issued a K9 dog named 
Robbie. In 2000, Aldrige was 
moved into warrants/court ser-
vices and was promoted to lieu-

tenant that same year. In 2001, he was 
transferred back as a lieutenant on pa-

trol. He returned to warrants and 
court services in 2005, and, 

in 2013, he was promot-
ed to captain. Finally, in 

August of 2016, he was 
promoted to the assis-
tant chief position. 

Aldrige offers 
words of advice 
for future police 
officers: “If you 
want to further 
your career in law 
enforcement, you 
want to learn every 

step that you can. 
That doesn’t mean 

that you will move 
up into that position, 

but you will know how 
to do it. You [should] cross 

train to do everything. And that is 
what I did in my career – I might 

not have made the positions that I want-
ed, but I knew how to do them.”

On June 30, 2022, Assistant Chief Ter-
ry Aldridge officially retired from RPD 
after serving thirty-six years as a public 
servant, and he will be sorely missed, 
as evidenced by a Facebook post from 
the Richland Police Department: “…his 
absence has left a void, not only in our 
department, but throughout the city.” 

Looking back, Aldrige says he will 
particularly miss “working with the peo-
ple…I will miss working the schools. I 
[will] miss being in the public.”

As far as retirement, Aldridge explains 
that it’s not his nature to remain static. 

“I can’t sit still. I will do whatever the 
Lord leads me [to]. I am just waiting on 
him to see where he wants me to go; 
that’s where I am going to go.”

RPD’s Assistant Chief Aldridge retires after 36 years of service

Richland First United Methodist 
Church (RFUMC) is once again offer-
ing fresh produce to the public, free of 
charge. According to spokesman Jer-
ry Torrence, the garden has been very 
successful this year, and several vege-
tables will be available for the picking 
within the next month. However, he 
cautions that “the longer you wait [to 
visit], the less there is left.”

So far, the big hits of the season 
have been the red potatoes and peas – 
all of which have already been picked 
over. However, there is still much to 
choose from, including three rows of 
highly-awaited Silver Queen corn, 
green beans,  several varieties of to-
matoes, okra, peppers, and butternut 
squash. Torrence recommends picking 
the tan-colored ones and searching on 
Google for butternuts to discover ways 

to cook them).
The team of gardeners this year in-

cludes Torrence, Patrick Harris, David 

Grantham and Kevin McClure, as well 
as church volunteers.

Torrence says, “Everyone is wel-

come in the garden; I have turned off 
the electric fence and opened the gate, 
so even Bambi and her mother are 
welcome at this point."

"There isn’t any ready-picked pro-
duce, [so I encourage everyone to 
bring] sun screen, a hat, plenty to 
drink and buckets or bags to carry the 
veggies home."

The goal for church gardeners is 
always to distribute everything pro-
duced. The harvest season for 2022 is 
expected to end by mid-August.

For more information about cur-
rent offerings from RFUMC’s garden, 
email richlandumc@comcast.net or 
jerrytorrence@att.net or call 601-939-
1319. Church office hours are from 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. RFUMC Church is located 
at 255 Richland Circle in Richland. 
The prodigious garden is located di-
rectly adjacent to the church.

First United Methodist Church shares summer harvest

Assistant Chief 
Terry Aldrige

By Alexa Haik

Special to The Richland News
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The FUMC of Richland’s team of gardeners this year includes Jerry Torrence, Patrick Harris, David 
Grantham and Kevin McClure, as well as church volunteers. 

Special to The Richland News

See page 15 for photo spread, “RPD's Assistant 
Chief Aldridge: Photographs and Memories.”
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During the National Beta Conven-
tion in Nashville, Tennessee, McLau-
rin High School’s Kaleb Bullock was 
named as one of three National Lead-
ership Representatives. He had served 
MS Beta as a state representative for 
the past year. 

At National Convention, Bullock 
competed against approximately thir-
ty Beta Representatives from all over 
the nation. He was required to com-
plete a leadership challenge, and then 
participated in an interview portion. 
He also recently attended the Nation-
al Beta Leadership Camp in Orlando, 
where he received instruction and 
advice from nationally renowned 
leadership consultants and National 
Beta staff. 

As a National Leadership Represen-
tative, Bullock will travel for National 

Beta Club, guiding lead-
ership experiences 
and assisting na-
tional staff where 
needed.

In addition, 
Bullock placed 
second in the 
nation in the 
Division II 
speech com-
petition for 
his speech, 
“Composing 
a Leader,” was 
named Band 
Major, and was 
selected as Stu-
dent of the Month 
for Rankin Coun-
ty School District in 
May 2022. He is enter-
ing his junior year at Mc-

Laurin High School.
In the 2021-22 school 
year, the McLaurin Se-

nior Beta Club served 
more than 20,000 
community service 
hours. The Junior 

Beta Club com-
pleted over 6,000 
service hours. 
Both clubs com-
bined raised 
over $5,000 for 
various projects. 
They participated 
in more than twen-
ty service projects, 

including a school-
wide Seeds of Posi-

tivity event; collecting 
snacks/appreciation gifts 

for local first responders; 
volunteering for staff apprecia-

tion events, a Veteran's Day breakfast 
and sock drive, the Mississippi State 
Fair, a Mexican orphanage, Ken-
tucky tornado relief, the Kids Hub 
Child Abuse Advocacy Center, Blair 
E. Batson, Collins Veteran’s Home, 
Rosie’s Community Garden, and 
several others.

According to www.betaclub.com, 
National Beta Club is the largest in-
dependent, non-profit, educational 
youth organization in America. Its 
mission is to promote the ideals of ac-
ademic achievement, character, ser-
vice and leadership among elementa-
ry and secondary school students.

There are now more than 445,000 
active members and more than 9,600 
clubs nationally and international-
ly. It has become the nation's largest 
independent, non-profit, educational 
youth organization.

Bullock selected as Beta Club Leadership Representative
Special to The Florence News
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Kaleb Bullock

For the second year in a row, Ani-
mals of Florence (AOF) will be hosting 
an “Animal Yard Sale.” The idea came 
about, according to Terry Wynn, the 
spokesperson for AOF who oversees the 
AOF Facebook page, “kind of by acci-
dent.” He explains that, as word spread 
about AOF throughout the community, 
folks began to donate items such as dog 
houses or some leashes, food, etc. 

As things progressed, it got to the point 
where Wynn said to himself, “Geez, I’ve 
got a bird cage here that I may never get a 
call for. So, that’s when I had the idea of 
the yard sale. I think that what is unique, 
of course, is that it is only animal stuff, 
and I did that on purpose.”

The first year of the Animal Yard Sale 
proved to be very successful: all the dog 
houses and beds were sold out. It was a 
big fundraiser for AOF, as it eventually 
helped cover the cost for the spay/neuter 

of twenty animals 
earlier this spring. 

Currently, Wynn 
is collecting items 
for this year’s event, 
looking carefully 
over every single 
item donated.

“If it’s a blanket 
or a toy, we wash 
them and make 
them as present-
able as possible…I 
take a look at the 
houses and the car-
riers, and I make 
sure all of the parts 
are there. I clean and bleach them and get 
them all ready. I am about to rebuild a 
dog house. I think I can do a pretty good 
job of bringing it back.” 

For those who might like to donate, 
Wynn has put together a list of needed 
items that includes dog or cat beds, cat 

trees, dog houses, Igloos and carriers, 
room dividers, play areas (like for tod-
dlers), toys, collars, harnesses, leashes, 
cages (any animal), dog ramps or steps, 
fencing, chain link enclosures, cattle 
gates, and water and food bowls.

Wynn says that folks wishing to make 

donations may directly message him on 
Facebook or can just stop by if they are in 
the Southwest Rankin area. AOF is locat-
ed at 1966 White Road in Florence.

The 2022 Animal Yard Sale will be 
held, as it was last year, one weekend in 
August. The date is to be announced clos-
er to time, as Wynn says it will be based 
on fair weather conditions.

Those interested in attending are en-
couraged to visit the Animals of Florence 
Facebook page for updates.

Animals of Florence (AOF) was origi-
nally created to help raise money for lost 
dogs and cats in the Clear Branch/Flor-
ence Area, where Rankin, Hinds, Copiah 
and Simpson Counties meet.

Donations are used to defray the 
cost of care for these animals, which 
includes spay and neuters, veterinary 
bills associated with an injury, and/or 
vaccinations. Wynn, also offers free 
tags and free animal IDs for residents 
in the local community.

AOF hosting “Animal Yard Sale” this August
By Alexa Haik

Special to SW Rankin News
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R EAL ESTATE AGENT
Whether you’re buying or selling,

I’m here to help you through every
step of the process.

CONTACT INFO
601-212-3418

endiab@yahoo.com
www.cparealty.com

MRP, C2EX

In 1998, British author Alexander 
McCall Smith published, The No. 1 
Ladies’ Detective Agency, the first 
of twenty-two books in that popular 
series. Smith penned his books from 
the perspective of one who loves Af-
rica, its people, its culture, and who 
bears a special love for the coun-
try of Botswana. His characters are 
genuinely human, and he makes the 
reader love Botswana, too. 

The founder of the “No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency” is Mma (pro-
nounced “Madama”) Ramotswe, 
an African woman of “traditional 
build,” a good detective and a good 
woman, with a well-developed sense 
of curiosity and a rational mind for 
solving problems. After a failed mar-
riage, she moved back to Gaborone 
to live with her widowed father. At 
the time of Obed Ramotswe’s death, 
he had a large herd of 180 fine cat-
tle and left them and his house to 
his grieving daughter. She used the 
money from the sale of the cattle to 
start an unusual business for Botswa-
na—a detective agency, “The No. 1 

Ladies’ Detective Agency.” 
She bought a house for herself 

and had enough money to purchase 
a small building 
on Lobatse Road 
to set up her busi-
ness. The building 
was repaired, the 
interior painted 
white, bright yel-
low curtains put up 
over the windows, 
and she bought    a 
new set of office 
furniture: two 
desks, two chairs, 
a teapot in which 
she brewed red-
bush tea, and three 
mugs; one for her-
self, one for her 
secretary and one 
for her client. A 
friend brought her 
an older typewrit-
er, which worked well. It was put to 
use when the new secretary, Mma 
Grace Makutsi, was hired, a recent 
graduate from the Botswana College 
of Secretarial and Office Skills with 
an average grade of 97%. 

Once Mma Ramotswe established 
her reputation for solving mysteries 
quickly using her intelligence and 
innate wisdom, she was consulted 

about many prob-
lems. One day, a 
woman came into 
the office with an 
out-of-the-ordi-
nary mystery. She 
said her husband 
had disappeared 
several weeks ear-
lier after becom-
ing involved with 
a new group of 
Christians. 

Mma Ramots-
we spent the next 
day investigating 
the six Christian 
groups in Gabo-
rone. One group’s 
pastor said he 
knew the man, that 

he was one of six persons waiting to 
be baptized. They were all standing 
in a line in the river, and, when the 
pastor looked up, one man was gone. 
No one saw him leave; they were 
afraid to notify the police. 

Mma Ramotswe had a hunch. 
The next afternoon, she borrowed a 
neighbor’s dog and took him to the 
river where the baptisms took place. 
She pounded a stake into the dirt be-
side the river and tied the dog to it, 
giving it a bone to chew. She walked 
some distance away and sat watch-
ing in the bushes. Several hours later, 
in the dark, she saw a crocodile come 
up onto land and approach the terri-
fied dog. Mma Ramotswe stood up 
and shot it dead. She turned the croc-
odile over and, using a large knife, 
cut into its stomach. She pulled out 
some half-digested fish and a man’s 
wrist watch and rings. 

The next morning, she called the 
woman to come into her office. The 
woman recognized the items and was 
happy with the results, saying it was 
better for him to have been inside a 
crocodile’s stomach than within the 
arms of another woman.   

This is just one of Mma Ramots-
we’s successes as the No. 1 Lady 
Detective. This book and others of 
Alexander McCall Smith’s books in 
this series are available through the 
Central Mississippi Regional Library 
System. Happy Readings!

The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency by Alexander MacCall Smithby Alexander MacCall Smith
A book report by Beth Woodmansee for 
The Friends of the Richland Library
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Ethan Lee Tullos, a Florence na-
tive and senior at Mississippi Col-
lege, was recently selected to par-
ticipate in the undergraduate portion 
of the Mississippi Rural Physicians 
Scholarship Program (MRPSP). 
Tullos is the son of Jimmy and Mar-
ilyn Tullos of Florence.   

Created in 2007, MRPSP iden-
tifies college sophomores and ju-
niors who demonstrate the neces-
sary commitment and academic 
achievement to become competent, 
well-trained rural primary care phy-
sicians in the state. The program 
offers undergraduate academic en-
richment and a clinical experience 
in a rural setting. Upon completion 
of all medical school admissions 
requirements, the student can use 
the scholarship at the University of 
Mississippi School of Medicine or 

William Carey University College 
of Osteopathic Medicine.   

During medical 
school, each MRP-
SP scholar may 
receive $35,000 
per year based 
on available 
funding. Con-
sistent legis-
lative support 
of MRPSP 
t r a n s l a t e s 
to sixty-two 
medical stu-
dents receiv-
ing a total of 
$2,170,000 to 
support their ed-
ucation this fall. In 
addition to the leg-
islative support, three 
privately funded scholar-
ships are also awarded from 

the Madison Charitable Founda-
tion, the Selby and Richard 

McRae Foundation, and 
the Medical Assur-

ance Company of 
Mississippi. Ad-

ditional benefits 
include person-
alized men-
toring from 
p r a c t i c i n g 
rural physi-
cians and ac-
ademic sup-
port.  

Once they 
have completed 

medical school, 
MRPSP scholars 

must enter a res-
idency program in 

one of five primary care 
specialties: family medicine, 

general internal medicine, pedi-

atrics, medicine-pediatrics, or obstetrics/
gynecology. A select number of spots 
are available for those interested 
in psychiatry, as well. The MRPSP 
Scholar must provide four years of 
service in a clinic-based practice in 
an approved Mississippi community 
of 15,000 people or fewer and locat-
ed more than twenty miles from a 
medically served area.

The MRPSP provides a means for 
rural Mississippi students to earn a 
seat in medical school, receive men-
toring during the medical school ap-
plication process, earn a $140,000 
medical school scholarship in return 
for four years of service and learn 
the art of healing from practicing 
rural physicians.

For more information about the 
program, contact MRPSP Associ-
ate Director Steven Carter at 601-
815-9022.

Tullos accepted to MS Rural Physicians Program
Special to SW Rankin News
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Ethan Lee 
Tullos

The City of Pearl recently announced the launching of a concert concept 
called "Music at the Muse.”

Pearl, in partnership with Hinds Community College, will offer the first 
concert in this series at the Clyde Muse Center on the Rankin Cam-
pus in Pearl at 7 p.m. on Friday, September 16.

There will be an opening performance by special 
guests Mustache the Band, "The World's Most 
Powerful 90s Country Party Band.” The head-
liners for the night’s event are The Front-
men, a group that includes Tim Rushlow, 
formerly of Little Texas, Larry Stewart of 
Restless Heart, and Richie McDonald, 
formerly of Lonestar. 

The Frontmen have thirty num-
ber-one hits, have sold thirty mil-
lion albums and claim to have been 
the soundtrack to every Friday night 
honkytonk first kiss and broken heart 
for the last thirty years. Their promo-

tional materials note that fans sing the words to every song in every set – and, 
while many people have yet to know their name, just about everybody can 
sing their songs.

The Frontmen have already mastered the stage, succeeded on radio and 
nightly take sold-out audiences on a rollercoaster of 90s nostalgic smash 

hits, then transcend their past hit parade with fresh, new and 
original songs.

Mustache The Band is a 90s Country Party Band 
that delivers a powerful performance of all of 

the favorite country hits from the 1990s and 
features over 125 songs on their playlist. In 

order to set the tone at every show, fans are 
provided with their very own mustaches 
to enjoy.

All tickets are $20 for general ad-
mission, open seating inside the Muse 
Center. Visit www.eventbrite.com to 
purchase tickets.

The Clyde Muse Center is located at 
515 Country Place Parkway in Pearl.

“Music at the Muse” coming to Pearl in September

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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Residential • Commercial
Heating and Cooling

All Brands
24 Hour Answering Service

601-932-5532
Fax: 601-932-5533

740 Highway 49 S. • Richland

10-Year
Warranty
Available

Richland Air Conditioning Service Co.
Jerry Mclendon

Owner

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

The Florence 8u all-star soft-
ball team recently played in the 
All-American Youth Sports World 
Series in Gulfport against teams 
from Mississippi, Alabama and Lou-
isiana. After dropping down to the 
B bracket, the girls kept battling 
and beat Magee, Mississippi, in the 
semifinals 11-5 before falling to 
Columbia, Mississippi, 12-7 in the 
championship game. Florence also 
finished in first place with the fast-
est time in the “around the horn” 
skills event. 

Florence 8u all-star semi-finalists
Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Ryleigh Mohon, Blaklee Miller, Maci Smith and Caroline Rice; middle row: 
Evie Rae Cain, Priscilla Hernandez, Lylah Blayne Rankin, Ryleigh Bosheers, Piper Collette, Makenzi 
Smith and Avery Cliburn; and back row: Coaches Chris Collette, Justin Smith and Misty Bosheers. Not 
pictured are Maddie Brooke Vincent, Addy Kate Boyd and Ashley Vincent.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Around the horn winners pictured are, front row: 
Ryleigh Mohon, Piper Collette, Ryleigh Bosheers, 
Priscilla Hernandez; and back row: Coaches Ash-
ley Vincent, Misty Bosheers, Chris Collette and 
Justin Smith. 
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Follow The Pattern
   As we study this lesson we must understand that the church is the institution for which 
Christ gave His life, and its welfare should be close to the heart of every one who follows 
the Savior of men.
   We must first understand the general characteristics of the church of the New 
Testament. (1) It was built by Christ (Matt.16:18) and purchased with His own blood 
(Acts 20:28). It was therefore a divine institution. (2) It was established in Jerusalem 
with Christ as its foundation (Isa.1:2-3; 1 Cor.3:11; Eph.2:19-20). (3) There were divinely 
appointed names by which it and its members were known: “All the churches of Christ 
salute you” (Rom.16:16; 1 Cor.1:1-2; Heb.12:23; Acts 11:26). These names found 
in the New Testament were given by divine authority. (4) The New Testament church 
was governed wholly by divine authority (Eph.1:22-23; 5:23-24; 2 Tim.3:16-17). Human 
councils, synods, conferences, conventions and the like are not mentioned even onetime 
in the Scriptures with divine approval. (5) It had a specific form of government (Acts 
20:28; 1 Pet.5:1-3; Phil.1:1). The various congregations of the church were not bound by 
ecclesiasticism but were free and independent. The bishops, or elders were not diocesan, 
but congregational. There was not a plurality of congregations under one bishop but a 
polarity of bishops (elders) in one church (congregation). Its government was not in the 
hands of a legislative body but under the legislation of Christ. (6) There were definite 
conditions of membership. Jesus gave the commission to the apostles (Matt.28:18-19; 
Mk.16:15-16; Lk.24:46-47). These passages plainly teach that faith, repentance and 
baptism were to be preached as conditions of salvation. In Acts 2:1-41 those who heeded 
Peter’s instruction on that occasion believed, repented and were baptized in the same 
order as mentioned above. All who responded to the gospel message were saved from 
their past sins and were “added” to the church (Acts 2:41-47). The apostle Paul makes it 
very plain that the curse of God would be upon anyone, even an angel from heaven that 
would alter the gospel message (Gal.1:6-9). (7) Baptism was always by immersion (Acts 
8:38-39; Rom.6:3-4). Baptism is always a burial or immersion. (8) It had a specific form of 
worship (Eph.5:19; 1 Cor.14:15; 1 Tim.4:13; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.16:1-2; Acts 2:42). The early 
church sang, prayed, taught the word of God, partook of the Lord’s Supper and gave of 
their means. (8) The singing was without mechanical instruments of music. Vocal music 
(acapella) in the worship is divinely authorized by the specific statement of inspired men 
while mechanical instrumental music is not one time mentioned as being in the worship of 
any of the New Testament congregations. The New Testament authorizes singing alone 
(without instruments) and such was the practice of the early church. (9) Christ was the 
church’s only creed and the New Testament its only rule of faith and practice (2 Tim.3:16-
17). Their faith was in the person of Jesus Christ and His word was their only guide. (10) 
The New Testament church was a united church. Jesus prayed for the unity of believers 
(Jno.17:20-21; 1 Cor.1:10; Eph.4:1-6). Denominationalism was unknown to the followers 
of Christ in the first century.
   These ten characteristics were distinctive marks of the New Testament church and they 
must characterize any church today..

  Florence church of Christ- P.O. Box 277 –Florence, Ms 39073
220 White Street

Sunday Morning: Bible Study 10:00   Worship 11:00

Old Truths for Today
J.T. Morgan

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) recently announced the addition 
of fifty-two highly regarded education professionals from across the state to serve 
on the Mississippi Teacher Advisory Council (MTAC) for the 2022-23 school year.

Among those selected were Jessica Ferguson from Northside Elementary School 
in Pearl, Alice Stringer from Pearl Junior High School, and Tiffany Gordon and Ali-
cia Stringer from Florence Elementary School.

The MTAC, formed in 2016, now includes 309 educators representing schools in 
urban and rural settings and an array of content areas, including general education, 
arts, special education and career and technical education.

The MTAC aims to empower teachers to discuss topics critical to their success in 
the classroom and to share suggestions on how MDE can assist. In addition, mem-
bers will provide feedback on a variety of MDE initiatives.

“It is so important to hear first-hand accounts from Mississippi teachers about how 
MDE’s work on the state level affects their work on the local level,” said Dr. Kim 
Benton, interim state superintendent of education. “I look forward to meeting all 
MTAC members during sessions in the coming months as we collaborate to achieve 
successful student outcomes.”

For a full list of the new MTAC members, visit MDEK12.org/SSE/Council.

MDE Council welcomes new members 
Special to SW Rankin News

On Saturday, August 20, the Pearl Chamber of Commerce (PCC) will once again 
host the “Girls Night Out” fashion show. It will be held at the Clyde Muse Center, on 
the Rankin Campus of Hinds Community College in Pearl.

Starting at 4 p.m. on Saturday, several boutiques will open for shopping. There 
will be clothing, shoes and accessories available for purchase, all from local Rankin 
County businesses and all members of the Chamber.

The Fashion Show will follow at 6 p.m. and typ-
ically runs about an hour. The show models are all 
local beauties, including volunteers, family mem-
bers and girls from Pearl High School. Each bou-
tique will feature eight to ten models.

That evening, red carpet photos will be taken, swag 
bags distributed, and door prizes awarded. Catering 
this year will feature heavy hor d’oeuvres.

Tickets are $25 per person or $250 for a reserved table (of eight). They may be 
purchased in advance at PCC or any participating retailers. The Chamber will also 
have tickets for sale the day of the event. 

The Clyde Muse Center is located at 515 Country Place Parkway in Pearl. For 
more information, call PCC at 601-939-3338.

“Girls Night Out” returns to Muse
Special to SW Rankin News
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NAME AGE CITY DOD FUNERAL HOME 

EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

Taylor named head coach 
of Lady Tigers soccer team

McLaurin High School recently announced Abigail Taylor as the new head coach for the Lady Tigers 
soccer program. Taylor originally played at Jones Junior College, then transferred to William Carey. While 
at William Carey, she started all forty-two games and served as the team captain,  leading her team to 
the Final 4. She has served as the assistant coach at McLaurin since 2019 and has also coached club 
ball for Brilla. 

Special to SW Rankin News

Mrs. May "Bud" Vance 96y    Pearl, MS 07/01/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Roma "Carol" Smith 74y Florence, MS 07/04/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Stephen Perkins 43y Mendenhall, MS 07/02/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Kenneth "Kent" Grantham 88y Florence, MS 07/07/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Author "Lloyd" Brown 86y Florence, MS 07/09/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Elias Dale Williamson 89y Florence, MS 07/13/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Brandy Netto Yount 38y Florence, MS 07/12/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Robert "Adam" Hubble 39y Brandon, MS 07/15/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Mary Ruth Husbands 77y Florence, MS 07/17/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Michael Seal Moody, Sr. 87y Bogalusa, LA 07/16/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Thomas "Tommy" McDaniel 60y Crystal Springs, MS 07/16/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. James H. Ferguson 86y San Antonio, TX 07/12/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Tony "Mike" Richardson 63y Richland, MS 07/22/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Sylvia Holder 77y Hattiesburg, MS 07/23/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Fred Benton, Jr. 83y Richland, MS 07/26/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Dustin Kyle Smith 29y Braxton, MS 07/26/2022 Chancellor FH
Mr. Charles S. "Buster Parker 80y Florence, MS 07/26/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Alma "Teenie" Bridges 98y Harrisville, MS 07/29/2022 Chancellor FH
Mrs. Wahweece Herrington 87y Florence, MS 07/31/2022 Chancellor FH

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Announces the Availability of the 
Administrative Record for the  

Florence Battery Plant Site located in 
 Florence, Rankin County, Mississippi 

 
The Florence Battery Plant Site (the Site) is located at 250 Ellis Street, Florence, Rankin County, 
Mississippi. The Site operated until June 2020 manufacturing various batteries using primarily 
lead oxide and battery (sulfuric) acid. On February 5, 2021, the Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) referred the Site to the EPA’s Emergency Response, Removal, 
Prevention & Preparedness Branch (ERRPPB) requesting the Site be considered for an 
evaluation for a possible time critical removal action. The ERRPPB conducted a Removal Site 
Evaluation (RSE) in May 2021 and began a removal action in September 2021 to clean up lead 
and other hazardous materials from the 9-acre former Site. The removal action was completed in 
February 2022. 

The Administrative Record (AR) file includes documents that form the basis for selection of the 
removal action. A removal action is a short-term cleanup intended to stabilize a site that poses an 
imminent and substantial threat to human health or the environment. Documents in the record 
may include, but are not limited to, preliminary assessment and inspection report, test results, 
and the Action Memorandum. A copy of the AR is available for the public to view at:  
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/CurSites/cadminrecord.cfm?id=0420298&doc=Y&colid=672
18. Site documents will be located at the EPA’s Regional Office at 61 Forsyth St., S.W. Atlanta, 
Georgia 30303. However, EPA’s Regional Office is currently closed to the public for an 
unspecified period. 

For further information, please contact Brenda Bonner, EPA Community Involvement 
Coordinator at (678) 350-4379 or via email at bonner.brenda@epa.gov. 

 
 

 

 

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

WINNER FOR JUNE...STEPHANIE PERRY
CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                  Find it, write the 
advertiser’s name and the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated 
address.  A drawing will be held to determine our winner from all correct entries received by September 1, 
2022.  There will be one winner per each issue in which this contest entry form appears.  One entry per 
household per issue, please.
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SAVE - $603!
Mo. pmt. as low as $78

SALES – WARRANTY- PARTS - SERVICE

 PRO-TURN MACH ONE

SAVE - $2,984
Mo. pmt. as low 

as $239

$12,299 

Ask about HOMETOWN HERO discount for
First Responders and Military. 

Scag SWZT48H-15FSE  

Ask about SIMPLY THE BRAVE discount for
First Responders and Military. 

0% INTEREST!
w/approved credit

SAVE EVEN
SAVE EVEN
SAVE EVEN

MOREMOREMORE

WITH AWITH AWITH A

PACKAGE
PACKAGE
PACKAGE    

DEAL!DEAL!DEAL!

Scag SZL-61H-24FR

SAVE - $750!
Mo. pmt. as low as $118

$6,099 

 SCAG SCZII-61-37BV-EFI

SAVE - $1,750!
Mo. pmt. as low 

as $270

$13,999 

 Gravely ZT X52

SAVE - $618!
Mo. pmt. as low as $80

$4,099 
 Gravely HD 52

SAVE - $802!
Mo. pmt. as low as $122

$6,299 
 Gravely ZT X48

$3,999 
SAVE - $603!

Mo. pmt. as low as $78

 Gravely PRO-TURN 152

SAVE - $1,860
Mo. pmt. as low as $182

$9,399 
 Gravely PRO-TURN ZX52

SAVE - $1,665!
Mo. pmt. as low as $159

$8,199 

 Ariens IKON Ltd. 52

SAVE - $919!
Mo. pmt. as low as $78

$3,999 

 Gravely HD 60

SAVE - $815!
Mo. pmt. as low as $124

$6,399 
Gravely PRO-TURN Z48

SAVE - $1,219!
Mo. pmt. as low as $134

$6,899

Scag Tiger Cat II 48 - YAM 

SAVE - $1,400!
Mo. pmt. as low as $203

$10,399 

SAVE - $850!
Mo. pmt. as low as $116

$5,999 

Scag SVRII-48-22FX  

SAVE - $1,400!
Mo. pmt. as low as $116

$9,499 

Scag SFZ52H-26KT

SAVE - $800!
Mo. pmt. as low as $120

$6,199 

Scag SPZ52H-26BV

SAVE - $750!
Mo. pmt. as low as $157

$8,099 
Scag Tiger Cat II 48 - KAW 

SAVE - $1,500!
Mo. pmt. as low as $203

$10,499 

Scag Tiger SFC30-7CV-S 

SAVE - $300!
Mo. pmt. as low as $52

$2,699 

Ask about our Extended
Protection Program.

Protect your Mower for a
full 5 years!

www.revelloutdoor.com    •    www.revellhardware.com

The TRUCKLOAD SALE
continues-- better than ever!!!! 

Save on your mower purchase PLUS now get
up to $300 in REVELL CASH to spend on
anything at any of our Revell stores!!!!! 

REVELL OUTDOOR POWER    PEARL    RICHLAND/FLORENCE    RESERVOIR
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In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and 
State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. 
We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been des-
ignated to handle inquiries regarding  these policies: 

EEOC Compliance: Marquise Kessee, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3458 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu.
Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

JACKSON-Academic-Technical Center  |  JACKSON-Nursing/Allied Health Center  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

hindscc.edu/success

Hinds Community College is 
committed to moving people

and communities forward
by helping develop their purpose,

passion and profession.

One College – Six Locations
Countless Career Opportunities!

Discover YOUR pathway forward!
SCHEDULE A TOUR

REGISTER FOR CLASSES

For parents of students attending 
Rankin County Schools needing to ac-
cess official immunization records and/
or print a Form 121, the Rankin County 

School District encourages them to vis-
it MyIR Mobile, a free and convenient 
service offered through a partnership 
with Mississippi State Department of 
Health and MyIR Mobile.

While it seems that the school year 
just ended, the Mis-
sissippi State De-
partment of Health 
(MSDH) reminds 
parents not to wait 
until the last minute 
for back-to-school 
immun iza t i ons . 
Mississippi state 
law requires chil-
dren to be immu-
nized against child-
hood diseases to 
enter public or pri-
vate school, Head 
Start or daycare.

More than nine-
ty-nine percent of 
all students enter-
ing kindergarten 
in Mississippi are 
up to date on their 
immun iza t i ons , 
protecting them - 

and others who cannot be vaccinated – 
against potentially deadly diseases.

"There are many options for where 
to get your vaccinations now, including 
private medical providers, retail phar-
macies and county health departments," 
said MSDH State Epidemiologist Dr. 
Paul Byers. "Regardless of where you 
have your child vaccinated, it's incred-
ibly important to make sure they are up 
to date on their immunizations. It is the 
best protection for your child and those 
around them."

There are required vaccinations for 
first-time school entry in Mississippi, as 
well as a requirement for seventh-grade 
entry. Parents must provide the school 
with a Certificate of Immunization Com-
pliance (Form 121) prior to school entry.

Form 121 can be obtained from your 
child's immunization provider, but the 
MSDH now offers another convenient 
way for parents to check their child's im-
munizations record online and print out 
the required Form 121 or download the 
document to send to the school.

MyIR Mobile is an online portal that 
gives users access to their official state 
immunization records. It allows users 

to not only see their own immunization 
records, but to also add family members 
to their profiles to see if their child is up-
to-date or needs their next vaccination. 
If none are needed, a certified Form 121 
can be downloaded or printed.

MyIR Mobile requires identity verifi-
cation through a phone number or email 
address to keep records safe and secure. 
Only immunization records of Missis-
sippi residents are accessible through 
the program. MyIR Mobile is available 
at www.MyIRMobile.com.

Most county health department clinics 
are offering special fast track immuniza-
tion clinics ahead of the back-to-school 
rush, and dates and times of these spe-
cial clinics can be found by calling the 
closest health department.

Parents of newborns and young chil-
dren can view the required immuniza-
tion schedule at MSDH.ms.gov/immu-
nizations. Recommended vaccinations 
for adolescents and teens include those 
against meningococcal disease and HPV.

Visit https://zcu.io/OmSV for instruc-
tions on how to access MyIR Mobile.

Follow MSDH by e-mail and social 
media at HealthyMS.com/connect.

MyIR Mobile recommended for immunization info
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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We make signing up to begin receiving the The Pearl News, The Richland News,
and The Florence News quick and easy.

All you have to do is subscribe at www.swrankinnews.com/subscribe-today and then
pay with PayPal...making your payment on the most secure credit card process network

on the Internet.  Pay for your subscription by using your PayPal account or with
"Any Major Credit Card.” 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
ONLY $12 A YEAR!

Florence Middle School is welcoming some new faces to its staff this fall.
FMS welcomes newest additions

Mallory Vanderford graduated from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi with both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in education. This is her fourth 
year teaching, and she has taught both eighth- 
and ninth-grade English. This year, she will teach 
seventh grade.

Special to SW Rankin News

Nicholas Hoffman will be teaching seventh-grade 
math. This is his sixth year in the classroom, and 
he has taught every level from sixth grade through 
tenth grade. Prior to pursuing a career as an ed-
ucator, he attending Concordia University of Ne-
braska, where he earned his bachelor’s degree 
in theology and a Director of Christian Education 
specialist diploma. 

Special to SW Rankin News

Kristen Gray is joining the Florence Middle School 
faculty as a sixth-grade ELA teacher. She original-
ly graduated from Richland High School and re-
ceived both her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
in elementary education from Mississippi College. 
For the past eleven years, she has taught second 
grade at Steen’s Creek Elementary. 

Special to SW Rankin News

Elisha Thomas enlists in Guard

Richland High School recently announced that one of their own, Elisha Thomas, has enlisted in the Unit-
ed State National Guard. Thomas will serve the United States as a 14G MOS, Air Defense (AD) Battle 
Management System Operator. 

Special to SW Rankin News
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

Please contact
Chris McCoy at 
(601) 706-9237.

LET THE

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!

In conjunction with Minor League 
Baseball's initiative "The Nine," on Satur-
day, July 16, when the Mississippi Braves 
took on the Rocket City Trash Pandas at 
Trustmark Park, the team honored the 
brave students that made up the historic 
“Tougaloo Nine.”

“The M-Braves look forward to rec-
ognizing the courageous members of 
the Tougaloo Nine on this night,” said 
M-Braves vice-president and general 
manager Pete Laven. “Their story is vital 
to the fight for civil rights history in not 
just our great state but the entire nation. 
We are honored and humbled that several 
of the Tougaloo Nine will be present for 
the game.”

In March 1961, the Tougaloo Nine be-
came the first Mississippi students to stage 
a sit-in against segregation when they 
staged a demonstration at the main public 
library in Jackson. Just over a year earlier, 
on February 1, 1960, students from North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical Col-
lege launched the sit-in movement with 
a protest at a Greensboro lunch count-

er. Students from Black colleges across 
the South followed suit at a variety of 
public places—lunch counters, librar-
ies and department stores—that denied 
service to Blacks.

On March 27, 1961, nine members of 
the Jackson Youth Council of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People—Meredith Coleman 

Anding, Jr., James Cleo 
Bradford, Alfred Lee Cook, 
Geraldine Edwards, Janice 
Jackson, Joseph Jackson, Jr., 
Albert Earl Lassiter, Evelyn 
Pierce and Ethel Sawyer—
entered Jackson's main li-
brary and began browsing 
through the card catalog 
and then sat down to read. 
When police arrived and 
asked the students to leave, 
they refused and were ar-
rested on charges of breach 
of the peace. 

Medgar Evers gathered 
bail for their release, and 
Jack Harvey Young, Sr., a 
civil rights lawyer, repre-

sented the students. They were ultimate-
ly convicted, fined one hundred dollars 
each, and given thirty days in jail, though 
that part of the sentence was suspended. 
However, their actions led to the integra-
tion of what is now the Jackson Metro-
politan Library System, and they have 
been honored by the college and by the 
City of Jackson.

On July 16, Mississippi Braves players 
wore vintage Tougaloo College baseball 
jerseys from the 
1960s that featured 
the last name of 
one of the Tougaloo 
Nine students on 
the back.

“Tougaloo Col-
lege is honored to 
be a part of this spe-
cial occasion as the 
Mississippi Braves 
pay tribute to the 
Tougaloo Nine,” 
said Vice President 
for Strategic Ini-
tiatives and Social 
Justice Dr. Daphne 

Chamberlain. “Tougaloo College has a 
rich civil rights history that has been well 
documented, and the Tougaloo Nine are a 
significant part of that history. More than 
sixty years ago, these young people chal-
lenged the status quo in their actions to 
integrate the Jackson Public Library. The 
Tougaloo Nine inspired and empowered 
young people across Mississippi to join 
the fight for freedom. The role the Tou-
galoo Nine played in effectuating positive 
social change in Mississippi during one 
of the most turbulent periods in this state 
and this nation’s history is a testament to 
their bravery and commitment to securing 
human dignity for all people.” 

The jerseys were available for fans to 
purchase during the game via silent auc-
tion, with proceeds benefitting the Ella Jo-
sephine Baker Social Justice Scholarship.

Before the 6:05 p.m. first pitch was a 
pre-game ceremony that included cur-
rent Tougaloo College baseball players, 
video tributes before the game, a mobile 
museum kiosk on the stadium concourse, 
and appearances by living members and 
families of the Tougaloo Nine. The eve-
ning concluded with a post-game fire-
works show.

Mississippi Braves honor civil rights icons the "Tougaloo Nine"
Special to SW Rankin News

The Tougaloo Nine included Meredith Coleman Anding, Jr., James Cleo Bradford, Alfred Lee Cook, 
Geraldine Edwards, Janice Jackson, Joseph Jackson, Jr., Albert Earl Lassiter, Evelyn Pierce and Ethel 
Sawyer.

Special to SW Rankin News

In July M-Braves recognized the “Tougaloo Nine” at Trustmark Park.
Special to SW Rankin News

As part of the Minor League Baseball Initiative "The Nine," the 
M-Braves saluted the Negro Leagues by wearing retro Tougaloo 
College Bulldogs uniforms, which were auctioned, as well.

Special to SW Rankin News
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ZT-1 Ultima Series
Zero-Turn Rider

• Lap-Bar Steering
• 42"-54" deck options
• Dual EZT2200 Hydro

ZT-2 Ultima Series
Zero-Turn Rider

• Lap-Bar Steering
• 50" - 60" deck options
• Hydro-Gear™ EZT 2800

ZTX4 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

• 23 - 24 HP† Kohler Engine
• 48"-60" deck options
• Heavy-duty steel frame

ZTX5 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

• 23 - 25 HP† Kohler Engine
• 48"-60" deck options
• Heavy-duty steel frame

ZTX6 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

• 23.5 - 27 HP† Engine
• 54"-60" deck options
• Heavy-duty steel frame

$3,299*

STARTING AT: STARTING AT: STARTING AT: STARTING AT:

$4,499* $6,199* $7,199*

STARTING AT:

$4,599*

PRO Z 900L Series
Commercial Zero-Turn Δ

• Kawasaki †† Engines
• 60"-72" FAB triple-blade options
• 16cc Parker HTG, ROPS

STARTING AT:STARTING AT:

3698 Hwy 80 Pearl, MS 39208
(601) 487-6647

901 East Northside Dr.
Clinton MS, 39056

www.woodsequipmentinc.com

* Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. 
Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may 
vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs 
are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer 
inventory and/or unit specifications.
† As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 
3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer.
†† As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE 
J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE 
International. 
∆ Cadet Commercial products are intended for professional use. 
¶Cub Cadet Utility Vehicles are intended for off-road use, by adults only.

PRO X 660
Stand On Mower∆ 

STARTING AT:

$10,599*

SC 500 
Self-Propelled

STARTING AT:

$549*

MX 550 Camo
Utility Vehicle ¶

•  546cc EFI Liquid-Cooler
•  Fully-loaded feature
•  Up to 45 mph

STARTING AT:

$14,799*

PRO Z 100S Series
Commercial Zero-Turns ∆
•  Commercial-grade engine
•  48-60" triple-blade FAB deck
•  Heavy-duty steel frame $8,399*

XT3 Enduro Series
Garden Tractors
•  22.5-25 HP† engine
•  42"-54" deck options
•  Heavy-Duty Shaft Drive

STARTING AT:

$5,099*

XT2 Enduro Series
Lawn Tractors

STARTING AT:

$2,999*

• Powerful Kohler† Engines
• 42" - 54" deck options
• Tuff Torq® Transmission

$13,199*

$8,699*

• 173cc Kohler Engine
• 21" Steel Deck w/wash
• 11" High Rear Wheels 

STARTING AT: STARTING AT:

ZTS1 Series
ZERO-TURN RIDER

• Kohler †  KT7000

• 42" - 50" Fabricated Decks
• Dual hydro-transmissions

ALL NEW FOR 2022

•25.5 HP†† Kawasaki FX801
•60" Fabricated Deck
•12cc pump transmission

Those who may have been praying 
about getting involved in a Bible study 
this fall are encouraged to consider 
Explorer’s Bible Study,  a non-de-
nominational study designed to bring 
believers closer to God through the 
in-depth study of God’s Word. 

On Thursday, August 25, a brand-
new course written to take partici-
pants on a journey to discover God’s 
plan for the Church through the study 
of I and II Timothy and 
Titus will begin.

The Brandon Bible 
Study Explorer’s group 
meets each Thursday 
morning from 9:30 a.m. 
until 11 a.m. at Cross-
gates United Methodist 
Church (UMC) on Cross-
gates Drive. The teach-
ing time is led by Brenda 
Cole Whittington and is 
followed by small group 
time, where participants 

go over their workbook study ques-
tions and answers for each week, all 
with the purpose of growing to spiri-
tual maturity in Christ. 

Anyone can call or text Dorothy 
Walker, the group administrator, at 
601-506-0572 for more information 
or to pre-register for the thirty-week 
study. Interested individuals may also 
simply come to the Crossgates UMC 
auditorium at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
August 25, to take a look and/or reg-
ister. No childcare will be provided.

New Explorer’s Bible 
Study offered this fall
Special to SW Rankin News

Central MS Turtle Rescue
RUNable fundraiser a success

Special to SW Rankin News

CMSTR 5k participants making it to the finish line.
Special to SW Rankin News Special to SW Rankin News

Christy Fortenberry Milbourne, Executive Director 
and Founder of CMSTR, says, “I participated in 
my first 5-K tonight…I had a great time, and I am 
so profoundly grateful to everyone who made this 
possible and/or came out in support. Thank you, 
RUNable, for choosing us at the Central MS Tur-
tle Rescue as your July charity! And thank you to 
my amazing friends who came out to support us 
tonight. I am humbled and thankful. (And I am also 
sorry I brought up the rear and didn't get to say 
goodbye to you all.) Y'all are the best!!”

Special to SW Rankin News CMSTR RUNable 5k participants.
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The Rankin County School District (RCSD) 
recently announced that the nationwide waiver 
allowing all students to eat free school meals 
has expired. For the past two school years, the 
United States Department of Agriculture made it 
possible for school nutrition programs to serve 
all students free breakfast and lunch through 
"waivers." Congress did not extend these waiv-
ers for the upcoming school year, so RCSD will 
return to the Paid, Free, and Reduced lunch/
breakfast options, which requires that each 
household wishing to apply for free or reduced 
options must submit an application. 

If a letter was sent from the school saying that a 
child was automatically approved (directly cer-
tified) for free meals for the 2022-2023 school 
year because someone in their household par-
ticipates in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF), or Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), then 
no application needs to be submitted. All other 
households who wish to apply for the free/re-
duced meal option must submit an application.

RCSD needs only one application for all chil-
dren in a single household that attend school in 
the District.

Eligibility for free or reduced priced school 
meals benefits is based on any one of these three 
things: total household income and size in the 
month the application is filled out, or the month 
before; a child's individual status as foster, home-
less, migrant, or runaway; or participation in an 
assistance program by any member of a house-
hold.

U.S. citizenship or immigration status does not 
affect eligibility for free or reduced-price benefits.

Having the following information on hand can 
make the application process fast and easy:

1.  For those participating in a federal or state 
assistance program, such as SNAP, TANF, or 
FDPIR, a case number (not your card or ac-
count number) is required;
2.  If a household does not participate in 
any federal or state assistance programs, a 
total household income must be reported. 
In that case:

a. If any household member has a job, an 
earnings statement or pay stubs may be re-

quired to report gross income, which differs 
from the amount received from a paycheck;
b.  If anyone receives Social Security or re-
tirement benefits, they may need to gather 
the benefit statements to report the amount 
and frequency of the payments;
c.  Other financial documents may be re-
quested to provide information on any ad-
ditional sources of income.

To apply online, visit www.NLAppsCloud.com.

RCSD explains why school meals won’t be free this year

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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133 Center Street

back to school time!
Hope you have a great year!

The Richland Police Department 
(RPD) recently introduced their new-
est K-9 officer, Teun. His handler, 
Detective Sgt. Coty Hamilton, and 
Teun have been training hard and just 
placed second in hardest fastest dog 
at AWD certification at the Mississip-
pi Law Enforcement Officer’s Asso-
ciation (MLEOA) Conference, held 
in June in Biloxi.

Hamilton was one of forty-five par-
ticipants given the opportunity to cer-
tify with their K9 partners and engage 
in scenario-based training. 

MLEOA provides free K-9 training 
and certification at their seminars sev-
eral times a year and will also sponsor 
training for requesting agencies that 
have specific needs and are willing to 
provide a location for the training. 

Richland Police Department introduces K-9 officer Teun
Special to SW Rankin News

K-9 officers, their handlers, and the students at Faith Assembly Academy
Special to SW Rankin News

K-9 officer Teun and his 
handler, Detective Sgt. 
Hamilton.
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Officers Robby and Teun 
made a special appear-
ance at the Faith Assem-
bly Academy in Pearl 
with their handlers, Sgt. 
Coty Hamilton and Offi-
cer Joshua Hartfield. 
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601-573-3238     CardMyYard.com

Pearl Senior Services hosts 
summertime luau dance
Pearl Senior Services recently hosted a luau dance, encouraging area seniors to 
“Grab your grass skirts and Hawaiian shirts and let’s hulahula!” On July 15, partic-
ipants were served light refreshments and danced to live entertainment courtesy of 
local talent, the XTREMEZ Band.

All photos special to SW Rankin News
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Assistant Chief Terry Aldridge of the 
Richland Police Department retired this 
summer, after thirty-six years as a public 
servant. 

“Me and my wife were talking … 
over thirty-six years, there are so many 
[memories] that I could think back to,” 
said Aldridge, before sharing three that 
stand out.

♦ ♦ ♦
This memory proves that K-9 training 

can be a family affair:
“I say I was the second K-9 officer in 

Richland. He was a dual purpose K-9, 
and we did street narcotics; we worked 
in the school; we worked FedEx; [and] 
at the airport…Whatever, whenever, 
they would call me, I would come out. I 
got to go down to Kaplan, Louisiana, to 
train down there with my dog (Robbie). 
That was a highlight, a really good high-
light of my career – being a K-9 officer 
working narcotics.”

“My K-9 stayed at home. He was just 
like one of our pets. [And] I’ve got five 
sons…two of them were still at home [at 
the time]. They were always enthused 
on the bite work that I did with my K-9. 
So, they asked me one day, ‘Hey Dad, 
can I put the bite suit on to see what it 
feels like?’ I did that, and, I mean, they 
ate it up! My wife was like, ‘that looks 
fun - do you mind if I do it?’ So, she put 
the suit on [too]!” 

♦ ♦ ♦
The second memory, coincidentally, is 

also about an encounter with a canine: 
“I remember when I was a lieutenant, 

I got a call of a vicious dog trying to at-
tack a three-year-old. When I got over 
there, the father of the three-year-old 
told me where the dog went to. I went 
over there to confront the owner [of the 
dog]. Well, lo and behold, when I started 
up the driveway, the dog come around 
the corner, and it was a pitbull. We had 
a leash law back then, but he came out 
of nowhere; and he was on me before 
I could even get my gun unholstered. 
When he lunged at me, I turned, and 
he grabbed the back of my right calf up 
around my buttocks, and we went to the 

ground. The only thing I could do was 
punch him, just keep punching him, 
and finally he let go…By the time I had 
my weapon drawn, he was back in the 
yard. All I did was retreat back to my 
car and call dispatch and tell them that I 
had been bitten. But if I had to do it all 
over again, I would do it again to save a 
child, or anybody. Now they do have a 
pitbull law in Richland, and I call it the 
‘Terry Law.’” 

♦ ♦ ♦
The last story Aldridge recounted was:
“…kind of funny. I was assistant chief 

then, back in 2017. My grandson was 
in the school choir, so around Christ-
mastime they were doing some Christ-
mas cantatas over at the city park one 
night. That day, this lady in Pearl had 
knitted some toboggans for all of the 
police officers in our department - they 
were black with a thin blue line on them. 
That night it was cold, [and] I had that 
in my truck. [It] was the only toboggan 
I had, so [I said to myself,] ‘Well I am 
going to put this on and see if it can keep 
my head warm.’ I had come home and 
picked up my wife, and I had changed 
into just some blue jeans and a sweat-
shirt and had a big jacket put on. [Also,] 
back then, we were growing our beards 
out for a good cause, so I had grown my 
beard out.

 After the cantata, [my wife] wanted 
to go to Walmart to get some stuff…and, 
as soon as I walked into Walmart, I saw 
this guy, he took a big coat off of a rack 
and took the tags off of it and put it on, 
zipped it up. I was like, ‘No he didn’t 
just do that!’ I got on the phone with dis-
patch. My wife went on shopping, and I 
was just kind of keeping my distance, to 
see if he was going to pay for it before 
we did anything. I had my officers sta-
tioned outside of Walmart, just in case 
he didn’t. And, sure enough, he walked 
right out of there with it. 

As soon as he walked out the door, 
they snatched him up and brought him 
back in…I went back in and I started to 
tell my wife [about it], and the manager 
came back and found me. She said she 
[asked the arresting officers who had 
called in the theft because she] wanted 
to come back and thank me. They said, 
‘well, our chief did, but he is not going 
to be in uniform; look for the guy who 
looks like a bum.’ She said ‘you are the 
only one who looked out of place…so 
you had to be him.’”

RPD's Assistant Chief Aldridge: Photographs and Memories
Special to SW Rankin News

Photos Courtesy of Aldridge Family
Image #1

Photos Courtesy of Aldridge Family
Image #2

All photos courtesy of 
Aldridge Family
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YOUR BUSINESS IS LIKELY ELIGIBLE FOR MORE FEDERAL MONEY THAN YOU REALIZE THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF
PROGRAMS THAT WERE LAUNCHED TO COMBAT THE NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE CORONA VIRUS.

For more information
Call Attorney Jay Long

601-786-2012

DISCOVERY CHRISTIAN HIRES NEW FOOTBALL COACH
By SW Rankin News

Discovery Christian School in Flor-
ence recently announced that Calvin Wil-
son has joined their athletic staff as head 
football coach.

Wilson is a former high school 
All-American at Hattiesburg High 
School and college All-Conference Of-
fensive Lineman at The University of 
Southern Mississippi. He was also an 
All-American Offensive Lineman at the 
University of North Alabama, where 
he made the All-Decade team after one 
year.

Wislon graduated from The Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi in May of 
2011 with a Bachelor’s of Interdisciplin-
ary Studies in criminal justice and sports 
coaching. He has extensive coaching ex-
perience, including offensive line coach, 
tight ends coach and head middle school 
football coach at Jefferson Davis Coun-
ty High School in Bassfield, Mississip-

pi. He was also the offensive line coach 
at West Harrison High School, offensive 
line and linebacker coach at Harrison 
Central High School, and offensive line 
coach at East Marion High School.

The Lions begin their season on Au-
gust 12 against Hillcrest High School.

Coach Calvin Wilson
Special to SW Rankin News

FOOTBALL
The Mississippi High School Activi-

ties Association’s (MHSAA) Executive 
Committee met late last month to address 
recommendations from their Sports Med-
icine Advisory Committee and coaches.

In response to those recommendations, 
the organization decided that MHSAA 
member schools’ high school varsity 
football games through the month of 
September will begin at 7:30 p.m. This 
change is designed to put game times 
in line with the heat timeout and also to 
allow teams to warm up later in the day 
after the heat index begins to drop.

Middle school, ninth grade and junior 
varsity games may still be played earli-
er, but schools are encouraged to change 
game times to begin later in the after-
noon, as needed.

Time change for 
HS football games
By SW Rankin News
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FOOTBALL
The Richland Rang-
ers varsity football 

team is hopeful 
for their upcom-
ing season. The 
Rangers finished 
5-5 last year, 
which put them 

last in their district.
Head coach JJ 

Plummer will be en-
tering his fourth year at 

Richland. He will be looking 
to once again lead his team to 

the playoffs, as he did two 
years ago.

HC Plummer 
is starting    the 

season 

having to re-
place the twenty-one se-
niors he lost from last year, 
and he finds himself coaching 
a small group of seniors and 

juniors -- and a lot of soph-
omores. But Plummer says 

he is excited to coach his 
young guys.

“I’m most excited about 
growing this football 

team,” said Plummer. 
“This is my young-
est group ever. Our 
junior and senior 
class numbers 
are very low. I 
look forward to 
building these 
young men, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
since this is 

our year to grow.”
Richland will play their two 

biggest rivals, Florence and 
McLaurin, on consecutive Fri-
days. Plummer says he is very 
excited to play both schools.

“I always look forward to the 
rival games. We play our two 
big rival schools, Florence and 
McLaurin, on back-to-back 
weeks. I am very excited, and 
I think it will be a great expe-
rience for our guys, especially 
since we are the youngest in the 
district.”

Throughout the summer, 
Plummer has hosted workouts 
and practices for his players. 
However, he says player partic-
ipation has not been as good as 
he’d hoped.

“Our numbers have been 
very low this year. We have had 
twelve to fifteen players show 
up this summer,” said Plum-
mer. “This is due to our guys 
either not having rides or hav-
ing summer jobs. We are going 
to have to find a way to get our 
players in shape.”

While Plummer is focused on 
improving his players on the 
field, he is also trying to help his 
guys be good off the field, as well.

“There is nothing more re-
warding than seeing a player 
graduate and go on to get a de-
gree,” he said. “Then they go 
on to be great husbands and 
fathers, and they stay in touch 
with you to let you know how 
much they appreciate you.”

The Rangers open up their 
season against Wingfield at 
home on August 27.

By Jameson Thompson

YOUNG RANGERS TEAM LOOKING FOR SEASON OF GROWTH
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FOOTBALL
After finishing with a 1-9 re-

cord last year, which put them 
in last place for their district, 
the Florence Eagles varsity foot-
ball team will be looking to im-
prove their record for the 2022 
football season.

Eagles Head Coach Rod Davis 
will be entering his fourth year 
as head coach, and he is very 
optimistic about the upcoming 
season.

“Last year, we didn’t have 
any seniors,” said Davis. “These 
guys have been working hard 
this season, and I am very ex-
cited for their results to show 
up on the field. A lot of people 
are doubting us, but we are pre-
pared to shock the ‘sip.”

The Eagles will open their sea-
son against Pelahatchie on Au-
gust 26. Davis says he believes 
that the first game is the most 
important.

“I always look forward to the 
first one,” said Davis. “That’s 
the one that matters the most. 
The next game is our rival, Rich-
land. Then, after that is Laurel, 
which will be our first district 
game. Those are the big three.”

Most coaches have summer 
workouts early in the morning 
before it becomes hot outside. 
However, Coach Davis likes to 
take a different approach.

“We practice at three in the af-
ternoon. Most coaches don’t like 
to host practice and workouts 
then, because it’s very hot out-
side,” said Davis. “That’s how I 
get my guys prepared. We want 
to be working when other teams 
think it’s too hot to be outside. 

That’s how we teach our guys to 
be tough.”

Davis believes that motivating 
his players and helping them un-
derstand their purpose is a large 
part of improving as a team.

“I preach to my guys that they 
have to understand their ‘why.’ 
Their ‘why’ is each other, their 
brotherhood. The sacrifices they 
give are not for themselves, but 
for their brothers, as well. We 
want these guys to understand 
that it’s bigger than themselves. 
I think our guys are starting to 
buy in, which is really good to 
see.”

Every Friday night, Davis 
wants his players to leave their 
all out on the field, each and 
every play.

“Every time my guys step 
on to the field, I want them to 
have no doubt,” said Davis. 
“Whatever happened on the 
last play no longer matters, 
even if it’s a touchdown, be-
cause you have to be prepared 
for the next play.”

Davis believes that preparing 
his players for the real word is 
equally as important as pre-
paring them for games.

“It’s not our job to make our 
guys better football players, 
and better people. You can sim-
ply become a better football 
player by being a good young 
man. Our motto is ‘how you do 
anything is how you do every-
thing.’ It’s all about the detail, 
hard work, sacrifice and over-
coming adversity,” said Davis. 
“My championship is my kids 
becoming successful in life. My 
main goal is for them to be suc-
cessful young men.”

By Jameson Thompson

EAGLES LOOK TO EXPERIENCE TO PROPEL THEM FOR SEASON



August 2022 21Good News You Can Use

FOOTBALL

The McLaurin Tigers varsity 
football team will be looking to 
change their culture this upcoming 
season. The Tigers will start their 
season at Puckett on August 26.

Last year, the Tigers finished 2-8, 
which put them in sixth place in 
their district last year.

Head Coach Will Hedgepeth will 
be entering his first year as the 
head coach at McLaurin. He pre-
viously coached at Richland High 
School for four years and Park-
lane for three years. 

“I am very excited to help turn 
this football program around,” 
said Hedgepeth. “If we start by 
changing our culture, we will see 
results. The goal is to is to change 
our culture to where we have guys 

who are fully committed, who are 
all in, who love the game of foot-
ball and love the process.”

Hedgepeth does not just want to 
help the players be committed to 
the football program -- he wants 
the community to support and buy 
in, as well.

“I want the program to grow. We 
want our kids to be proud of the 
program. We want people to be 
excited about the program, even if 
they aren’t players.”

Throughout the summer, Hedgepeth 
has seen his players get stronger 
and grow as football players. How-
ever, he believes that it is equally 
as important that the players be-
come better men, as well.

“Building young men is every-
thing,” says Hedgepeth. “These 
guys are going to live a lot lon-

ger than football. We are going to 
spend more of our lives not being 
football players than we will being 
football players.”

The McLaurin football team 
has added new coaches during 
the off season, to help rebuild the 
program. Hedgepeth expressed 
his gratitude for how helpful the 
coaching staff has been through-
out the summer.

“My coaching staff has put in so 
much work. We have a few guys 
who are still on staff from last year. 
We have three guys we have hired, 
and they have done a great job.”

This summer, Hedgepeth has 
made sure that his players have 
been engaged and have fun at the 
same time. He believes that is a key 
part of his players improving.

“We work out at six and try to be 

done by eight, just in case our guys 
have jobs. A key part is trying to 
keep it fun for them. We have even 
done 7-on-7 with them. As long as 
these guys are having fun, then 
they will become better players."

McLaurin will have their home 
opener against the Richland 
Rangers on September 9. This 
will be a special game for Coach 
Hedgepeth, since he previously 
coached for Richland.

“I look forward to playing Rich-
land. It is our first home game, 
and it is circled on my calendar. 
It will be a special night, and I am 
very excited for it. However, the 
most important game as of right 
now is Puckett, who is our first 
game of the season, so we must be 
prepared for them.”

MCLAURIN FOOTBALL: NEW COACH, NEW CULTURE
By Jameson Thompson
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FOOTBALL
PIRATES PLANNING FOR COMPETITIVE SEASON
The Pearl Pirates varsity football 

team is excited for the upcoming 
season, which opens against the 
Germantown Mavericks on Au-
gust 19 at Germantown. 

Last year, the Pirates finished with 
a record of 8-5, which put them in 
fourth place in their district.

The Pirates play in arguably the 
hardest district in all of Mississip-
pi. Their district, region three, in-
cludes teams such as Warren Cen-
tral, Brandon and Oak Grove.

Head Coach Justin Hunter, who 
is entering his ninth year at Pearl 
High School, and his third year as 
the head coach, says he believes 
that playing in this tough of a dis-
trict means that there are “no off 
weeks.” He says that his players 
need to be prepared every week in 
order to remain competitive.

“Our kids have to be ready each 
and every week, especially when 
we play Brandon,” said Hunter. 
“There’s a reason it’s called the 
‘Super Bowl of the South.’ Our 
kids know their kids. Our coach-
es know their coaches. Our com-
munity knows their community -- 
which makes the matchup against 
them very important.”

Another formidable opponent 
for the Pirates is Oak Grove.

“Oak Grove has also been roll-
ing these past couple of years,” 

said Hunter. “We had a couple of 
costly turnovers that could have 
won us the game against them last 
year, but we have to learn from 
that and move on.”

Hunter lost twenty-seven seniors 
from last year and will be replac-
ing those players with several ju-
niors and sophomores. He says he 
is looking forward to the challenge 
of having such a young team.

“This year, we have a small senior 
class, but we have a lot of young, 
hard-working guys,” said Hunter. 
“We understand that a lot of our 
competition is older than us and 
more experienced. Our guys put in 
the work, and we believe in them.”

As experienced throughout his 
fifteen-year coaching career, Hunt-
er believes that coaching on the 
field is not the most important thing 
about being a coach.

“I love to see all of my kids 
succeed, especially the kids who 
were struggling early on,” he said. 
“Seeing kids graduate and keeping 
in contact with them is amazing. I 
love to go to my old players’ wed-
dings and watch them get married 
and have kids. Going back and 
talking to those guys and them 
saying that they appreciate me re-
ally makes me feel good. I think 
that seeing my players grow up to 
be nice young men is the most re-
warding part as a coach overall.”

By Jameson Thompson
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