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Taylor named head coach
of Lady Tigers soccer team

Obituaries
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Special to SW Rankin News

McLaurin High School recently announced Abigail Taylor as the new head coach for the Lady Tigers
soccer program. Taylor originally played at Jones Junior College, then transferred to William Carey. While
at William Carey, she started all forty-two games and served as the team captain, leading her team to
the Final 4. She has served as the assistant coach at McLaurin since 2019 and has also coached club
ball for Brilla.
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EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000

815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, M'S 39056
Phonre: (601) 924-4444
Fax: (©601)924-4100

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey 655 Highway 49, Suite M
Optometrist Richland,MS 3218

Phone (601) 932-3727
Cell: (601) 613-3173 Fax: (601)932-373
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CALL 601 990 9511 TO COLLEC
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Write the advertiser and the page number. . . d
Name: Address: Mail entriesi|t 4
City: State: Zio: Phone P.O. Box 596

: ' P Pearl, MS 303
Email:
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Announces the Availability of the
Administrative Record for the
Florence Battery Plant Sitelocated in
Florence, Rankin County, Mississippi

The Florence Battery Plant Site (the Site) is located at 250 Ellis Street, Florence, Rankin Cd
Mississippi TheSite operated until June 20&@nufacturing various batteries using primarily
lead oxide and battery (sulfuric) acid. On February 5, 2021, the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) referred the Site to the EPA’s Emergency Response, Remo
Prevention & Preparedness Branch (ERRPPB) requesting the Site be considanred for
evaluation for a possible time critical removal actibhe ERRPPBconducted a Reoval Site
Evaluation (RSE) in May 2024nd began a removal action in September 2021 to clean up le:
and other hazardous materials from thec®e former SiteThe removal action was completed in
February 2022.

The Administrative Record (AR) file includes documents that form the basis for selection of
removal action. A removal action is a shttm cleanup intended to stabilize a site that poses
imminent and substantial threat to human health or the environment. Documents in the rec
may include, but are not limited to, preliminary assessment and inspection report, test resul
and the Action Memorandum. A copy of the AR is available fopthigicto view at:
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/CurSites/cadminrecord.cfm?id=0420298&doc=Y&colid=
18. Site documents will be located at the EPA’s Regional Office at 61 Forsyth St., S.W. Atla
Georgia 30303. However, EPA’s Regional Office is currently closed to the pobkia
unspecified period.

For further information, please contact Brenda Bonner, EPA Community Involvement
Coordinator at (678) 350-4379 or via email at bonner.brenda@epa.gov
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Protect your Mower for a
full 5 years!

The TRUCKLOAD SALE

continues-- better than ever!!!!

Ask about our Extended
0% INTEREST! | o f Protection Program.

w/approved credit

Save on your mower purchase PLUS now get
up to $300 in REVELL CASH to spend on

Ask about HOMETOWN HERO discount for
First Responders and Military.

Ariens IKON Ltd. 52 Gravely ZT X48 Gravely ZT X52 Gravely HD 52
SAVE - $919! SAVE - $603! SAVE - $618! SAVE - $302!

Mo. pmt. as low as $78 Mo. pmt. as low as $78 Mo. pmt. as low as $80 Mo. pmt. as low as $122
Gravely PRO-TURN 748 Gravely PRO-TURN ZX52 Gravely PRO-TURN 152
SAVE - $1,219! SAVE - $1,665! SAVE - $1,860
Mo. pmt. as low as $134 Mo. pmt. as low as $159 Mo. pmt. as low as $182
Ask about SIMPLY THE BRAVE discount for
First Responders and Military.

o B

Scag Tiger SFC30-7CV-S Scag SWZT48H-15FSE
SAVE - $850!
Mo. pmt. as low as $116

PRO-TURN MACH ONE

$12,299
SAVE - $2,984

Mo. pmt. as low
as $239

Gravely HD 60

SAVE - $815!
Mo. pmt. as low as $124

Scag SZL-61H-24FR Scag SFZ52H-26KT
SAVE - $750! SAVE - $800!
Mo. pmt. as low as $118 Mo. pmt. as low as $120

& &,

SAVE - $300!
Mo. pmt. as low as $52

SALES - WARRANTY- PARTS - SERVICE
REVELL OUTDOOR POWER PEARL RICHLAND/FLORENCE RESERVOIR

SCAG SCZII-61-37BV-EFI
$13,999
SAVE - $1,750!

Mo. pmt. as low
as $270

www.revelloutdoor.com -+ www.revellhardware.com
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MyIR Mobile recommended for immunization info

Special to SW Rankin News

For parents of students attending
Rankin County Schools needing to ac-
cess official immunization records and/
or print a Form 121, the Rankin County

School District encourages them to vis-
it MyIR Mobile, a free and convenient
service offered through a partnership
with Mississippi State Department of
Health and MyIR Mobile.

While it seems that the school year
just ended, the Mis-

HOME

ITISFREE
ANDEASY!

PRINT YOUR OWN
IMMUNIZATION
RECORDS FROM

sissippi State De-
partment of Health
(MSDH) reminds
parents not to wait
until the last minute
for back-to-school
immunizations.
Mississippi  state
law requires chil-
dren to be immu-
nized against child-
hood diseases to
enter public or pri-
vate school, Head
LY Start or daycare.

- More than nine-

ty-nine percent of
all students enter-
ing  kindergarten
in Mississippi are
up to date on their
immunizations,

Special to SW Rankin News

protecting them -

and others who cannot be vaccinated —
against potentially deadly diseases.

"There are many options for where
to get your vaccinations now, including
private medical providers, retail phar-
macies and county health departments,"
said MSDH State Epidemiologist Dr.
Paul Byers. "Regardless of where you
have your child vaccinated, it's incred-
ibly important to make sure they are up
to date on their immunizations. It is the
best protection for your child and those
around them."

There are required vaccinations for
first-time school entry in Mississippi, as
well as a requirement for seventh-grade
entry. Parents must provide the school
with a Certificate of Immunization Com-
pliance (Form 121) prior to school entry.

Form 121 can be obtained from your
child's immunization provider, but the
MSDH now offers another convenient
way for parents to check their child's im-
munizations record online and print out
the required Form 121 or download the
document to send to the school.

MyIR Mobile is an online portal that
gives users access to their official state
immunization records. It allows users

to not only see their own immunization
records, but to also add family members
to their profiles to see if their child is up-
to-date or needs their next vaccination.
If none are needed, a certified Form 121
can be downloaded or printed.

MyIR Mobile requires identity verifi-
cation through a phone number or email
address to keep records safe and secure.
Only immunization records of Missis-
sippi residents are accessible through
the program. MyIR Mobile is available
at www.MyIRMobile.com.

Most county health department clinics
are offering special fast track immuniza-
tion clinics ahead of the back-to-school
rush, and dates and times of these spe-
cial clinics can be found by calling the
closest health department.

Parents of newborns and young chil-
dren can view the required immuniza-
tion schedule at MSDH.ms.gov/immu-
nizations. Recommended vaccinations
for adolescents and teens include those
against meningococcal disease and HPV.

Visit https://zcu.io/OmSV for instruc-
tions on how to access MyIR Mobile.

Follow MSDH by e-mail and social
media at HealthyMS.com/connect.

Hinds Community College is
committed to moving people
and communities forward
by helping develop their purpose,
passion and profession.

MAKE US PART OF

YOUR

S

H

HINDS

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

hindscc.edu/success

One College — Six Locations
Countless Career Opportunities!
Discover YOUR pathway forward!

REGISTER FOR CLASSES

SCHEDULE A TOUR

JACKSON-Academic-Technical Center | JACKSON-Nursing/Allied Health Center | RANKIN | RAYMOND | UTICA | VICKSBURG

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and
State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities.

We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been des-

ignated to handle inquiries regarding these policies:
EEOC Compliance: Marquise Kessee, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3458 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu.

Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.
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Fl-oﬂcwE Pearl News IGHLAND

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
ONLY $12 A YEAR!

We make signing up to begin receiving the The Pearl News, The Richland News,
and The Florence News quick and easy.

All you have to do is subscribe at www.swrankinnews.com/subscribe-today and then
pay with PayPal...making your payment on the most secure credit card process network
on the Internet. Pay for your subscription by using your PayPal account or with
"Any Major Credit Card.”

1 1
I Subscriber’s Name 1
1 1
1 1
: Address :
1 1
1 5 : !
. City State Zip H
1 1
M Email Phone ( ) i
1 1
| Which paper? Make checks payable to: Mail to: H
I Check your desired newspaper. SW Rankin News Subscriptions SW Rankin News 1
: [ The Florence News Visit P.O. Box 5963 :
1 U The Peari News www.swrankinnews.com/subscribe-today Pearl, MS 39288 1
: [J The Richiand News for more payment options. :
For more — o A
Pear News RG> Fomemer

information, call
601-706-9237.

YOUR AD HERE

ZRICHLAND

1102 Highway 49 South
Richland, MS 39218
601-939-1715

www.fbcrichland.org
& www.anchoredsm.com

EXPLORE

CANTON

City of Lights
Movie Capitol of Mississippi

WWW O CANTONTOLDREISM COM

FMS welcomes newest additions

Florence Middle School is welcoming some new faces to its staff this fall.

Mallory Vanderford graduated from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi with both undergraduate and
graduate degrees in education. This is her fourth
year teaching, and she has taught both eighth-
and ninth-grade English. This year, she will teach
seventh grade.

Special to SW Rankin News

Kristen Gray is joining the Florence Middle School
faculty as a sixth-grade ELA teacher. She original-
ly graduated from Richland High School and re-
ceived both her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
in elementary education from Mississippi College.
For the past eleven years, she has taught second
grade at Steen’s Creek Elementary.

Special to SW Rankin News

Nicholas Hoffman will be teaching seventh-grade
math. This is his sixth year in the classroom, and
he has taught every level from sixth grade through
tenth grade. Prior to pursuing a career as an ed-
ucator, he attending Concordia University of Ne-
braska, where he earned his bachelor’s degree
in theology and a Director of Christian Education
specialist diploma.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland High School recently announced that one of their own, Elisha Thomas, has enlisted in the Unit-
ed State National Guard. Thomas will serve the United States as a 14G MOS, Air Defense (AD) Battle
Management System Operator.
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Mississippi Braves honor civil rlghts icons the "Tougaloo Nine"

Special to SW Rankin News

In conjunction with Minor League
Baseball's initiative "The Nine," on Satur-
day, July 16, when the Mississippi Braves
took on the Rocket City Trash Pandas at
Trustmark Park, the team honored the
brave students that made up the historic
“Tougaloo Nine.”

“The M-Braves look forward to rec-
ognizing the courageous members of
the Tougaloo Nine on this night,” said
M-Braves vice-president and general
manager Pete Laven. “Their story is vital
to the fight for civil rights history in not
just our great state but the entire nation.
We are honored and humbled that several
of the Tougaloo Nine will be present for
the game.”

In March 1961, the Tougaloo Nine be-
came the first Mississippi students to stage
a sit-in against segregation when they
staged a demonstration at the main public
library in Jackson. Just over a year earlier,
on February 1, 1960, students from North
Carolina Agricultural and Technical Col-
lege launched the sit-in movement with
a protest at a Greensboro lunch count-

Special to SW Rankin News

The Tougaloo Nine included Meredith Coleman Anding, Jr., James Cleo Bradford, Alfred Lee Cook,
Geraldine Edwards, Janice Jackson, Joseph Jackson, Jr., Albert Earl Lassiter, Evelyn Pierce and Ethel

Sawyer.

er. Students from Black colleges across
the South followed suit at a variety of
public places—Ilunch counters, librar-
ies and department stores—that denied
service to Blacks.

On March 27, 1961, nine members of
the Jackson Youth Council of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement
of Colored People—Meredith Coleman

Anding, Jr., James Cleo

Bradford, Alfred Lee Cook,
Geraldine Edwards, Janice
Jackson, Joseph Jackson, Jr.,
Albert Earl Lassiter, Evelyn
Pierce and Ethel Sawyer—
entered Jackson's main li-
brary and began browsing
through the card catalog
and then sat down to read.
When police arrived and
asked the students to leave,
they refused and were ar-
rested on charges of breach
of the peace.

Medgar Evers gathered

sented the students. They were ultimate-
ly convicted, fined one hundred dollars
each, and given thirty days in jail, though
that part of the sentence was suspended.
However, their actions led to the integra-
tion of what is now the Jackson Metro-
politan Library System, and they have
been honored by the college and by the
City of Jackson.

On July 16, Mississippi Braves players
wore vintage Tougaloo College baseball
jerseys from the

Chamberlain. “Tougaloo College has a
rich civil rights history that has been well
documented, and the Tougaloo Nine are a
significant part of that history. More than
sixty years ago, these young people chal-
lenged the status quo in their actions to
integrate the Jackson Public Library. The
Tougaloo Nine inspired and empowered
young people across Mississippi to join
the fight for freedom. The role the Tou-
galoo Nine played in effectuating positive
social change in Mississippi during one
of the most turbulent periods in this state
and this nation’s history is a testament to
their bravery and commitment to securing
human dignity for all people.”

The jerseys were available for fans to
purchase during the game via silent auc-
tion, with proceeds benefitting the Ella Jo-
sephine Baker Social Justice Scholarship.

Before the 6:05 p.m. first pitch was a
pre-game ceremony that included cur-
rent Tougaloo College baseball players,
video tributes before the game, a mobile
museum kiosk on the stadium concourse,
and appearances by living members and
families of the Tougaloo Nine. The eve-
ning concluded with a post-game fire-
works show.

1960s that featured
the last name of
one of the Tougaloo
Nine students on
the back.
“Tougaloo Col-
lege is honored to
be a part of this spe-
cial occasion as the
Mississippi  Braves
pay tribute to the
Tougaloo  Nine,”
said Vice President

Special to SW Rankin News

As part of the Minor League Baseball Initiative "The Nine," the
M-Braves saluted the Negro Leagues by wearing retro Tougaloo
College Bulldogs uniforms, which were auctioned, as well.

bail for their release, and
Jack Harvey Young, Sr., a
civil rights lawyer, repre-

for Strategic Ini-
tiatives and Social

Special to SW Rankin News

Justice Dr. Daphne in July M-Braves recognized the “Tougaloo Nine” at Trustmark Park.

LIG

LET THE
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PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!

Please contact
Chris McCoy at
(601) 706-9237.
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Tammny & Gerald Frazer
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Specialty Tree Service wuc
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601-405-5857

Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding - Lot Clearing
Debris Removal
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New Explorer’s Bible
Study offered this fall

Special to SW Rankin News

Those who may have been praying
about getting involved in a Bible study
this fall are encouraged to consider
Explorer’s Bible Study, a non-de-
nominational study designed to bring
believers closer to God through the
in-depth study of God’s Word.

On Thursday, August 25, a brand-
new course written to take partici-
pants on a journey to discover God’s
plan for the Church through the study
of I and II Timothy and
Titus will begin.

The Brandon Bible
Study Explorer’s group
meets each Thursday
morning from 9:30 a.m.
until 11 a.m. at Cross-
gates United Methodist
Church (UMC) on Cross-
gates Drive. The teach-
ing time is led by Brenda
Cole Whittington and is
followed by small group
time, where participants

go over their workbook study ques-
tions and answers for each week, all
with the purpose of growing to spiri-
tual maturity in Christ.

Anyone can call or text Dorothy
Walker, the group administrator, at
601-506-0572 for more information
or to pre-register for the thirty-week
study. Interested individuals may also
simply come to the Crossgates UMC
auditorium at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
August 25, to take a look and/or reg-
ister. No childcare will be provided.

Central MS Turtle Rescue
RUNable fundraiser a success

Special to SW Rankin News

Christy Fortenberry Milbourne, Executive Director
and Founder of CMSTR, says, ‘I participated in
my first 5-K tonight...I had a great time, and | am
so profoundly grateful to everyone who made this
possible and/or came out in support. Thank you,
RUNable, for choosing us at the Central MS Tur-
tle Rescue as your July charity! And thank you to
my amazing friends who came out to support us
tonight. | am humbled and thankful. (And | am also
sorry | brought up the rear and didn't get to say
goodbye to you all.) Yall are the best!!”

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
CMSTR 5k participants making it to the finish line.

Special to SW Rankin News
CMSTR RUNable 5k participants.

ZT-1 Ultima Series

Zero-Turn Rider

* Lap-Bar Steering
® 42"-54" deck options
* Dual EZT2200 Hydro

ZT-2 Ultima Series
Zero-Turn Rider
* Lap-Bar Steering

* 50" - 60" deck options
* Hydro-Gear™ EZT 2800

ZTXAa Series
Zero-Turn Riders

* 23 - 24 HPt Kohler Engine
* 48"-60" deck options
* Heavy-duty steel frame

STARTING AT:

STARTING AT:

ZTX5 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

® 23 - 25 HPt Kohler Engine
* 48"-60" deck options
* Heavy-duty steel frame

STARTING AT:
$7,199°

e Kohler + KT7000

® 42" - 50" Fabricated Decks
® Dual hydro-transmissions

R ALL NEW FOR 2022

e 2ZTS1 Series

ZERO-TURN RIDER

STARTING AT:

tInc}

ZTX6 Series
Zero-Turn Riders
« 23,5 - 27 HPt Engine

* 54"-60" deck options
* Heavy-duty steel frame

STARTING AT:

MX 550 Camo
Utility Vehicle |

* 546cc EFI Liquid-Cooler

* Fully-loaded feature

* Up to 45 mph

STARTING AT:

XT2 Enduro Series
Lawn Tractors
* Powerful Kohlert Engines

® 42" - 54" deck options
® Tuff Torg® Transmission

STARTING AT:

XT3 Enduro Series
Garden Tractors

e 22.5-25 HPt engine

* 42"-54" deck options
* Heavy-Duty Shaft Drive ’5,099*

Farpe, ]

PRO X 660
Stand On MowerA
25.5 HPtt Kawasaki FX801

*60" Fabricated Deck
*12cc pump transmission

STARTING AT:
$10,599°

PRO Z 100S Series

Commercial Zero-Turns A

. Ccmm“ercbial»grade engine STARTING AT:
® 48-60" triple-blade FAB deck

*
® Heavy-duty steel frame s8,399

PRO Z 900L Series

Commercial Zero-Turn A

* Kawasaki t1 Engines STARTING AT:
* 60"-72" FAB triple-blade options
* l6cc Parker HTG, ROPS

SC 500
Self-Propelled
* 173cc Kohler Engine

21" Steel Deck w/wash
* 11" High Rear Wheels

STARTING AT:

3698 Hwy 80 Pearl, MS 39208
(601) 487-6647

901 East Northside Dr.
CGlinton MS, 39056

* Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary.
Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may
vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs
are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer
inventory and/or unit specifications.

1 As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at
3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer.

11 As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE
J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE
International.

A Cadet Commercial products are intended for professional use.

fICub Cadet Utility Vehicles are intended for off-road use, by adults only.
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RCSD explains why school meals won’t be free this year

Special to SW Rankin News

The Rankin County School District (RCSD)
recently announced that the nationwide waiver
allowing all students to eat free school meals
has expired. For the past two school years, the
United States Department of Agriculture made it
possible for school nutrition programs to serve
all students free breakfast and lunch through
"waivers." Congress did not extend these waiv-
ers for the upcoming school year, so RCSD will
return to the Paid, Free, and Reduced lunch/
breakfast options, which requires that each
household wishing to apply for free or reduced
options must submit an application.

If a letter was sent from the school saying that a
child was automatically approved (directly cer-
tified) for free meals for the 2022-2023 school
year because someone in their household par-
ticipates in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), or Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), then
no application needs to be submitted. All other
households who wish to apply for the free/re-
duced meal option must submit an application.

RCSD needs only one application for all chil-
dren in a single household that attend school in
the District.

Eligibility for free or reduced priced school
meals benefits is based on any one of these three
things: total household income and size in the
month the application is filled out, or the month
before; a child's individual status as foster, home-
less, migrant, or runaway; or participation in an
assistance program by any member of a house-
hold.

U.S. citizenship or immigration status does not
affect eligibility for free or reduced-price benefits.

Having the following information on hand can
make the application process fast and easy:

1. For those participating in a federal or state
assistance program, such as SNAP, TANF, or
FDPIR, a case number (not your card or ac-
count number) is required;

2. If a household does not participate in
any federal or state assistance programs, a
total household income must be reported.
In that case:

a. If any household member has a job, an
earnings statement or pay stubs may be re-

quired to report gross income, which differs
from the amount received from a paycheck;

b. If anyone receives Social Security or re-
tirement benefits, they may need to gather
the benefit statements to report the amount
and frequency of the payments;

c. Other financial documents may be re-
quested to provide information on any ad-
ditional sources of income.

To apply online, visit www.NLAppsCloud.com.

Special to SW Rankin News
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Locally owned and

gr i
operated with over
y 45 years experience
‘ s

Traditional and
Contemporary Designs

PAM POWELL

Owner

ORIST "‘xN'jfhr B

436 M. Bierderman Rd. = Pearl, MS 39208
601-933-0029 | 601-813-3576

powellsflowers@aol.com

Brakes
Timing Belts
. E Water Pumps
| 2 &4 Wheel
L Alignments
w»

@.

(601) 936-0003

(Business Phone)

Richland Wrecker Service anc

601-502-3706 =

24-Hour Service « We go the extra mile
“Over 30 years experience in auto repair”

Clutches
Certified A/C
And More

Auto Repair

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

(601) 936-0353
(Fax)
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Richland Police Department mtroduces K-9 officer Teun

Special to SW Rankin News

The Richland Police Department
(RPD) recently introduced their new-
est K-9 officer, Teun. His handler,
Detective Sgt. Coty Hamilton, and
Teun have been training hard and just
placed second in hardest fastest dog
at AWD certification at the Mississip-
pi Law Enforcement Officer’s Asso-
ciation (MLEOA) Conference, held
in June in Biloxi.

Officers Robby and Teun
made a special appear-
ance at the Faith Assem-
bly Academy in Pearl
with their handlers, Sgt.
Coty Hamilton and Offi-
cer Joshua Hartfield.

Special to SW Rankin News

K-9 officer Teun and his
handler, Detective Sgt.
Hamilton.

Special to SW Rankin News

Hamilton was one of forty-five par-
ticipants given the opportunity to cer-
tify with their K9 partners and engage
in scenario-based training.

MLEOA provides free K-9 training
and certification at their seminars sev-
eral times a year and will also sponsor
training for requesting agencies that
have specific needs and are willing to
provide a location for the training- K-9 officers, their handlers, and the students at Faith Assembly Academy

BACK TO SCHOOL TIME!
HOPE YOU HAVE A GREAT YEAR!

PEARL
LOCATION

ﬁ Facebook.com/Stowawaypearl
4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-3255

10% Discount For The Following

-Oak Lake and Grove Acres
Residents

-Multi-Unit (3 or more units)

-First Responder

-Military

uil“h.

9{’/ RBEG( D[
R ot a2l

~ Bracebook.comistowawayrichiand NEW HOURS: 10:30- 3 Tues. - Sat [Closed Sun - Mon)

133 Center Street

/ Richland, MS 39218 “Lunch Buffet: Tuesday - Friday 10:30am - 2pm
601-939-5007

STGWAWAY i)y iuuntunu @

3091 Hwy 49 South, Florence, M5
10% Di t For The Foll i 8
 romay Creek Restdents 601-845-0702
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Used Cooking Oil
Containers & Service

We Weigh and Pay;
601-854-8128

Used Cooking Oil Containers & Service
Fire Suppression Systems

Vent Hoods. Fire Extinguishers

Sales . Installation . Service

Repair . Yent Hood Cleaning

vice@martinbloughco.com

Pearl Senipr Services hosts
summertime luau dance

Pearl Senior Services recently hosted a luau dance, encouraging area seniors to
“Grab your grass skirts and Hawaiian shirts and let’s hulahula!” On July 15, partic-

ipants were served light refreshments and danced to live entertainment courtesy of
local talent, the XTREMEZ Band.
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All photos special to SW Rankin News
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RPD's Assistant Chief Aldridge: Photographs and Memories

Special to SW Rankin News

Assistant Chief Terry Aldridge of the
Richland Police Department retired this
summer, after thirty-six years as a public
servant.

“Me and my wife were talking ...
over thirty-six years, there are so many
[memories] that I could think back to,”
said Aldridge, before sharing three that
stand out.

¢e0

This memory proves that K-9 training
can be a family affair:

“I say I was the second K-9 officer in
Richland. He was a dual purpose K-9,
and we did street narcotics; we worked
in the school; we worked FedEx; [and]
at the airport...Whatever, whenever,
they would call me, I would come out. I
got to go down to Kaplan, Louisiana, to
train down there with my dog (Robbie).
That was a highlight, a really good high-
light of my career — being a K-9 officer
working narcotics.”

“My K-9 stayed at home. He was just
like one of our pets. [And] I've got five
sons...two of them were still at home [at
the time]. They were always enthused
on the bite work that I did with my K-9.
So, they asked me one day, ‘Hey Dad,
can | put the bite suit on to see what it
feels like?’ I did that, and, I mean, they
ate it up! My wife was like, ‘that looks
fun - do you mind if I do it?” So, she put
the suit on [too]!”

Photos Courtesy of Aldridge Family
Image #1
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The second memory, coincidentally, is
also about an encounter with a canine:

“I remember when I was a lieutenant,
I got a call of a vicious dog trying to at-
tack a three-year-old. When I got over
there, the father of the three-year-old
told me where the dog went to. I went
over there to confront the owner [of the
dog]. Well, lo and behold, when I started
up the driveway, the dog come around
the corner, and it was a pitbull. We had
a leash law back then, but he came out
of nowhere; and he was on me before
I could even get my gun unholstered.
When he lunged at me, I turned, and
he grabbed the back of my right calf up
around my buttocks, and we went to the

ground. The only thing I could do was
punch him, just keep punching him,
and finally he let go...By the time | had
my weapon drawn, he was back in the
yard. All I did was retreat back to my
car and call dispatch and tell them that I
had been bitten. But if I had to do it all
over again, [ would do it again to save a
child, or anybody. Now they do have a
pitbull law in Richland, and I call it the
‘Terry Law.””

Walmart's Ch
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Photos Courtesy of Aldridge Family
Image #2
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The last story Aldridge recounted was:

“...kind of funny. I was assistant chief
then, back in 2017. My grandson was
in the school choir, so around Christ-
mastime they were doing some Christ-
mas cantatas over at the city park one
night. That day, this lady in Pearl had
knitted some toboggans for all of the
police officers in our department - they
were black with a thin blue line on them.
That night it was cold, [and] I had that
in my truck. [It] was the only toboggan
I had, so [I said to myself,] ‘Well I am
going to put this on and see if it can keep
my head warm.” I had come home and
picked up my wife, and I had changed
into just some blue jeans and a sweat-
shirt and had a big jacket put on. [Also,]
back then, we were growing our beards
out for a good cause, so I had grown my
beard out.

After the cantata, [my wife] wanted
to go to Walmart to get some stuff...and,
as soon as I walked into Walmart, I saw
this guy, he took a big coat off of a rack
and took the tags off of it and put it on,
zipped it up. I was like, ‘No he didn’t
just do that!” I got on the phone with dis-
patch. My wife went on shopping, and |
was just kind of keeping my distance, to
see if he was going to pay for it before
we did anything. I had my officers sta-
tioned outside of Walmart, just in case
he didn’t. And, sure enough, he walked
right out of there with it.

As soon as he walked out the door,
they snatched him up and brought him
back in...I went back in and I started to
tell my wife [about it], and the manager
came back and found me. She said she
[asked the arresting officers who had
called in the theft because she] wanted
to come back and thank me. They said,
‘well, our chief did, but he is not going
to be in uniform; look for the guy who
looks like a bum.’ She said ‘you are the
only one who looked out of place...so
you had to be him.””

All photos courtesy of
Aldridge Family
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DISCOVERY CHRISTIAN HIRES NEW FOOTBALL COACH

By SW Rankin News

Discovery Christian School in Flor-
ence recently announced that Calvin Wil-
son has joined their athletic staff as head
football coach.

Wilson is a former high school
All-American at Hattiesburg High
School and college All-Conference Of-
fensive Lineman at The University of
Southern Mississippi. He was also an
All-American Offensive Lineman at the
University of North Alabama, where
he made the All-Decade team after one
year.

Wislon graduated from The Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi in May of
2011 with a Bachelor’s of Interdisciplin-
ary Studies in criminal justice and sports
coaching. He has extensive coaching ex-
perience, including offensive line coach,
tight ends coach and head middle school
football coach at Jefferson Davis Coun-
ty High School in Bassfield, Mississip-

Special to SW Rankin News
Coach Calvin Wilson

pi. He was also the offensive line coach
at West Harrison High School, offensive
line and linebacker coach at Harrison
Central High School, and offensive line
coach at East Marion High School.

The Lions begin their season on Au-
gust 12 against Hillcrest High School.
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Time change for
HS football games

By SW Rankin News

The Mississippi High School Activi-
ties Association’s (MHSAA) Executive
Committee met late last month to address
recommendations from their Sports Med-
icine Advisory Committee and coaches.

In response to those recommendations,
the organization decided that MHSAA
member schools’ high school varsity
football games through the month of
September will begin at 7:30 p.m. This
change is designed to put game times
in line with the heat timeout and also to
allow teams to warm up later in the day
after the heat index begins to drop.

Middle school, ninth grade and junior
varsity games may still be played earli-
er, but schools are encouraged to change
game times to begin later in the after-
noon, as needed.

Business Type
Plastic Surgeon
Manufacturing

Law Office

Gas Station

Total Refund
$142,036
$330,530

$86,331

YOUR BUSINESS IS LIKELY ELIGIBLE FOR MORE FEDERAL MONEY THAN YOU REALIZE THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF
PROGRAMS THAT WERE LAUNCHED TO COMBAT THE NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE CORONA VIRUS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL ATTORNEY JAY LONG

601-786-2012
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YOUNG RANGERS TEAM LOOKING FOR SEASON OF GROW TH

{SCHODL
SUHEDUL

MIGUST 27 - WINGFIELD (B) 4
SEPTEMBER ¢ - FLORENCE (H)
SEPTEMBER 3 - MCLAURIN (4)

®
@

SEFTEMBER 16 - FRANELIN COUNTY (A) i%é
SEPTEMBER 23 - PISGAH (HOMECOMING) o

FISGAH

gy

@ GSEPTEMBER 30 - EWTOK COUNTY (k)
%% (OCTOBER 7 - NORTHEAST JONES (H)
@) OCTOBER 14 - COLLINS (A)

6  OCTOBER 2! - MENDENHALL (k)

%% (CTOBER 28 - DUITMAN (B)

By Jameson Thompson

The Richland Rang-
ers varsity football
team is hopeful
for their upcom-
ing season. The
Rangers finished
55 last year,
which put them
lastin their district.
Head coach JJ
Plummer will be en-
tering his fourth year at
Richland. He will be looking
to once again lead his team to
the playoffs, as he did two
years ago.

HC Plummer
isstarting the

season

having to re-
place the twenty-one se-
niors he lost from last year,
and he finds himself coaching
a small group of seniors and
juniors -- and a lot of soph-
omores. But Plummer says
he is excited to coach his
young guys.
“I’m most excited about
growing this football
team,” said Plummer.
“This is my young-
est group ever. Our
junior and senior
class  numbers
are very low. I
look forward to
building these
young men,
especially
since this is

our year to grow.”

Richland will play their two
biggest rivals, Florence and
McLaurin, on consecutive Fri-
days. Plummer says he is very
excited to play both schools.

“I always look forward to the
rival games. We play our two
big rival schools, Florence and
McLaurin, on back-to-back
weeks. I am very excited, and
I think it will be a great expe-
rience for our guys, especially
since we are the youngest in the
district.”

Throughout the summer,
Plummer has hosted workouts
and practices for his players.
However, he says player partic-
ipation has not been as good as
he’d hoped.

“Our numbers have been
very low this year. We have had
twelve to fifteen players show
up this summer,” said Plum-
mer. “This is due to our guys
either not having rides or hav-
ing summer jobs. We are going
to have to find a way to get our
players in shape.”

While Plummer is focused on
improving his players on the
field, he is also trying to help his
guys be good off the field, as well.

“There is nothing more re-
warding than seeing a player
graduate and go on to get a de-
gree,” he said. “Then they go
on to be great husbands and
fathers, and they stay in touch
with you to let you know how
much they appreciate you.”

The Rangers open up their
season against Wingfield at
home on August 27.
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EAGLESLOOK TOEXPERIENCE TO PROPEL THEM FOR SEASON

ENCE EAGLES
OoTBALL
F ULE

AUGLIST 137H - CANTON (JAMBOREE) - 7:30PM
AUGUST 26TH - PELAHATCHIE - 7:30PM
SEPTEMBER 20D - @ RIGHLAND - 7.30PM
SEFTEMBER 3TH - @ MAGEE - T-30PM
SEPTEMBER 15TH - JIM HILL (HOMECOMING? - 7.30PM
SEPTEMBER 23R - LAUREL - 7:30PM
SEFTEMBER 30TH- @ WAYNE COUNTY - 7:30PM
OCTOBER 7TH- HATTIESBURG - 7-00PM
OCTOBER 14TH- @ WEST JONES - 7:00PM
(OCTOBER 2157 - BRODKHAVEN - 700PM
OCTOBER 28TH - @ SOUTH JONES - 7-.00PM
NOVEMBER 3R0 - NATGHEZ (SENTOR NIGHT] - 7.00PM

By Jameson Thompson

After finishing with a 1-9 re-
cord last year, which put them
in last place for their district,
the Florence Eagles varsity foot-
ball team will be looking to im-
prove their record for the 2022
football season.

Eagles Head Coach Rod Davis
will be entering his fourth year
as head coach, and he is very
optimistic about the upcoming
season.

“Last year, we didn’t have
any seniors,” said Davis. “These
guys have been working hard
this season, and I am very ex-
cited for their results to show
up on the field. A lot of people
are doubting us, but we are pre-
pared to shock the ‘sip.”

The Eagles will open their sea-
son against Pelahatchie on Au-
gust 26. Davis says he believes
that the first game is the most
important.

“I always look forward to the
first one,” said Davis. “That’s
the one that matters the most.
The next game is our rival, Rich-
land. Then, after that is Laurel,
which will be our first district
game. Those are the big three.”

Most coaches have summer
workouts early in the morning
before it becomes hot outside.
However, Coach Davis likes to
take a different approach.

“We practice at three in the af-
ternoon. Most coaches don’t like
to host practice and workouts
then, because it’s very hot out-
side,” said Davis. “That’s how I
get my guys prepared. We want
to be working when other teams
think it’s too hot to be outside.

That’s how we teach our guys to
be tough.”

Davis believes that motivating
his players and helping them un-
derstand their purpose is a large
part of improving as a team.

“I preach to my guys that they
have to understand their ‘why.’
Their ‘why’ is each other, their
brotherhood. The sacrifices they
give are not for themselves, but
for their brothers, as well. We
want these guys to understand
that it’s bigger than themselves.
I think our guys are starting to
buy in, which is really good to
see.”

Every Friday night, Davis
wants his players to leave their
all out on the field, each and
every play.

“Every time my guys step
on to the field, I want them to
have no doubt,” said Davis.
“Whatever happened on the
last play no longer matters,
even if it’s a touchdown, be-
cause you have to be prepared
for the next play.”

Davis believes that preparing
his players for the real word is
equally as important as pre-
paring them for games.

“It’s not our job to make our
guys better football players,
and better people. You can sim-
ply become a better football
player by being a good young
man. Our motto is ‘how you do
anything is how you do every-
thing.’ It’s all about the detail,
hard work, sacrifice and over-
coming adversity,” said Davis.
“My championship is my kids
becoming successful in life. My
main goal is for them to be suc-
cessful young men.”
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MCLAURIN FOOTBALL: NEW COACH, NEW CULTURE

By Jameson Thompson

The McLaurin Tigers varsity
football team will be looking to
change their culture this upcoming
season. The Tigers will start their
season at Puckett on August 26.

Last year, the Tigers finished 2-8,
which put them in sixth place in
their district last year.

Head Coach Will Hedgepeth will
be entering his first year as the
head coach at McLaurin. He pre-
viously coached at Richland High
School for four years and Park-
lane for three years.

“I am very excited to help turn
this football program around,”
said Hedgepeth. “If we start by
changing our culture, we will see
results. The goal is to is to change
our culture to where we have guys

who are fully committed, who are
all in, who love the game of foot-
ball and love the process.”

Hedgepeth does not just want to
help the players be committed to
the football program -- he wants
the community to support and buy
in, as well.

“I want the program to grow. We
want our kids to be proud of the
program. We want people to be
excited about the program, even if
they aren’t players.”

Throughout the summer, Hedgepeth
has seen his players get stronger
and grow as football players. How-
ever, he believes that it is equally
as important that the players be-
come better men, as well.

“Building young men is every-
thing,” says Hedgepeth. “These
guys are going to live a lot lon-

ger than football. We are going to
spend more of our lives not being
football players than we will being
football players.”

The McLaurin football team
has added new coaches during
the off season, to help rebuild the
program. Hedgepeth expressed
his gratitude for how helpful the
coaching staff has been through-
out the summer.

“My coaching staff has put in so
much work. We have a few guys
who are still on staff from last year.
We have three guys we have hired,
and they have done a great job.”

This summer, Hedgepeth has
made sure that his players have
been engaged and have fun at the
same time. He believes that is a key
part of his players improving.

“We work out at six and try to be

done by eight, just in case our guys
have jobs. A key part is trying to
keep it fun for them. We have even
done 7-on-7 with them. As long as
these guys are having fun, then
they will become better players."

McLaurin will have their home
opener against the Richland
Rangers on September 9. This
will be a special game for Coach
Hedgepeth, since he previously
coached for Richland.

“I look forward to playing Rich-
land. It is our first home game,
and it is circled on my calendar.
It will be a special night, and I am
very excited for it. However, the
most important game as of right
now is Puckett, who is our first
game of the season, so we must be
prepared for them.”
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PIRATES PLANNING FOR COMPETITIVE SESN

By Jameson Thompson

The Pearl Pirates varsity football
team is excited for the upcoming
season, which opens against the
Germantown Mavericks on Au-
gust 19 at Germantown.

Last year, the Pirates finished with
a record of 8-5, which put them in
fourth place in their district.

The Pirates play in arguably the
hardest district in all of Mississip-
pi. Their district, region three, in-
cludes teams such as Warren Cen-
tral, Brandon and Oak Grove.

Head Coach Justin Hunter, who
is entering his ninth year at Pearl
High School, and his third year as
the head coach, says he believes
that playing in this tough of a dis-
trict means that there are “no off
weeks.” He says that his players
need to be prepared every week in
order to remain competitive.

“Our kids have to be ready each
and every week, especially when
we play Brandon,” said Hunter.
“There’s a reason it’s called the
‘Super Bowl of the South.” Our
kids know their kids. Our coach-
es know their coaches. Our com-
munity knows their community --
which makes the matchup against
them very important.”

Another formidable opponent
for the Pirates is Oak Grove.

“Oak Grove has also been roll-
ing these past couple of years,”

said Hunter. “We had a couple of
costly turnovers that could have
won us the game against them last
year, but we have to learn from
that and move on.”

Hunter lost twenty-seven seniors
from last year and will be replac-
ing those players with several ju-
niors and sophomores. He says he
is looking forward to the challenge
of having such a young team.

“This year, we have a small senior
class, but we have a lot of young,
hard-working guys,” said Hunter.
“We understand that a lot of our
competition is older than us and
more experienced. Our guys put in
the work, and we believe in them.”

As experienced throughout his
fifteen-year coaching career, Hunt-
er believes that coaching on the
field is not the most important thing
about being a coach.

“I love to see all of my kids
succeed, especially the kids who
were struggling early on,” he said.
“Seeing kids graduate and keeping
in contact with them is amazing. I
love to go to my old players’ wed-
dings and watch them get married
and have kids. Going back and
talking to those guys and them
saying that they appreciate me re-
ally makes me feel good. I think
that seeing my players grow up to
be nice young men is the most re-
warding part as a coach overall.”

-

PEARL I'IIGII Scnoo:.
I:'oorlmu. Scm:nuu:

August 19 o Germantnwn {A]
August 26 + South Pike (H)
September 2 + Ridgeland Titans (A)
September 9 « Morton (H)

September 16 » Biloxi(A)
September 23 + Petal (H)
September 30 + Meridian Wildcats(A)
October 7 » Terry (H)
Qctober 14 + Warren Central (H)
October 21 « NW Rankin Cougars(4)
October 28 + Oak Grove (A)
November 4 + Brandon (H)



