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is lights, camera and action, as production for the upcoming film The Minute 
You Wake Up Dead recently wrapped. 

cont. on page 3

Canton

Photo by David Wiggins

Actor Morgan Freeman speaks with production on set. 
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The film will star Morgan Freeman, Cole Hauser and Jaimie Alexander in the comedic noir thriller 
about a stockbroker, an insurance scam and multiple murders. 
Producer Andrew Stevens said this trio is the perfect fit for the film. 
“My former agent many years ago represents Morgan Freeman, and we were chatting, and I told him 

about the project and director. He said it sounds interesting, send the script; and we went to Cole Houser, 
who has, over this past year, gotten very popular as Rip in Yellowstone.” 
“We locked him down and went through a process of finding a 

girl to play Delaney who has all the tools to play this duplicitous 
complex character. Jamie Alexander grew up in Grapevine, Tex-
as, and really understands the southern nature of the character,” 
said Stevens. 
Finding the small town feel in Canton came easy with the “ven-

erable film history,” according to Stevens.
“The small town in the film could really be any ‘Smalltown 

USA,’ but we wanted it to be inherently Southern. The entire 
square being on the national registry of historic places made it 
a perfect compliment. The town itself and local townsfolk are a 
local character in the film,” said Stevens. 
It was more than just the square that solidified Canton as the 

producer’s choice. 
“I was originally looking at Arkansas, but I took a drive down here, met JoAnne Gordon, and JoAnne 

Jobs Created: 996
Economic Impact: $2,281,338

Jobs Created: 
1,483
Economic Impact: 
$5,149,854.56

An adaptation of the 1954 novel by Eudora 
Welty about Uncle Daniel Ponder, a wealthy 
man in Clay, Mississippi, in 1939, whose 
generosity upsets his niece, Edna Earle.
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

HAPPY
EASTER!

By Guest Columnist Kylie Warren

Presented before King Agrippa, 
he pleaded his cause for why he 

shouldn’t be 
charged.  From 
prison to pris-
on and even 
at one point 
being stoned 
and left for 
dead, this man 
named Paul 
kept on preach-
ing God’s Word 

even though the opposition was 
present.  This particular day was no 
different, as he told of the man he 
used to be and the story of how Je-
sus changed his life forever.  Paul, 
who used be known as Saul of Tar-
sus, began to unpack his chronicle 
for  King Agrippa and all those who 
stood near to hear.  He told them 
how he was one who persecuted the 
church and how he made it his busi-
ness to get rid of the name of Jesus 
and anybody that followed Him.  
As King Agrippa hears his story, 
Paul begins to tell how he was on 
his way to Damascus, and it was 
midday when he saw a light from 
heaven above the brightness of the 
sun shining round about him and all 
those that were with him.  
Acts 26:14-15 KJV says “And 

when we were all fallen to the 
earth, I heard a voice speaking 
unto me, and saying in the Hebrew 
tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. And I said, Who 
art thou, Lord? And he said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest.”
This was the moment that changed 

the rest of Saul’s life.  Everything 
changed!  His heart was changed!  
His mind was changed!  Even his 
name got changed!  And he knew 
that God had started a good work 
in him that day! Saul, who became 
Paul, would now spend the rest 
of his life traveling from place to 
place preaching and teaching God’s 
Word, and, where he would go, 
lives would be changed!  Aren’t 
you so glad that God changed you 
when He did!  There’s a song that 
says, “If it had not been for the Lord 
who was on my side, where would I 
be?”  I’m so thankful for that night 
Jesus changed everything for me 
when He filled me with His Holy 
Ghost and Fire!  From that moment, 
I have never been the same!  
And for Paul, he was never the 

same!  As he journeyed, he went 
confidently in God’s ability to turn 
lives around. Besides, for Paul, he 
knew if God could change his life, 
then he could change anybody’s 
life!  If he could save his life, then 

He could save anybody’s life!  Paul 
knew there was nobody too messed 
up or too far gone!  What a bless-
ing it is to know we serve a God 
like that!  But, for Paul, as soon 
his sandals hit the sand to preach 
about The Risen Lord, the oppo-
sition began.  From prison cell to 
prison cell and resistance on every 
side, Paul continued to face opposi-
tion.  The devil would have loved to 
keep Paul discouraged, confused, 
and accused.  But no matter what 
challenges he met, Paul knew that 
God was working through Him.  He 
knew that God would finish every-
thing He started in him! 
He penned these words, “Being 

confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ”
You see, Paul knew who was hold-

ing the pen to his story.  It was The 
Author and Finisher of our faith!  
Men and Women of God, can I just 
say that God is not done with you!  
The very One who began writing 
your story when He first called you 
out of darkness and into His mar-
velous light is The Same One who 
is going to finish it!  Yes, there has 
been opposition ever since God 
saved you- that’s the devil’s job.  
And just like in any war- you’re 
going to get hit and you’re going 

Word of Prayer: He will finish what He started 
to get blood on your uniform from 
time to time.  The devil will attempt 
to discourage you, confuse you, and 
accuse you.  But if God is for you, 
then who can be against you?  And 
God didn’t bring you this far to let 
you down.  He started a good work 
in you and He is going to perform 
that work in you until the day He 
comes back! It’s time to get your 
sword back in your hand, get back 
in the ring, and continue to fight the 
good fight!  God is on your side,  
and He is fighting for you!
God called Paul.  And God has 

called us.  And He’s not done with 
us yet!  Let’s get a hold of this truth 
with everything we’ve got and be 
the men and women of God He has 
called us to be!  He is going to fin-
ish everything He started in us! 
Romans 8:28 KJV  And we know 

that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his 
purpose.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kylie Warren is 
an associate preacher at Apostolic 
Lighthouse Church, where he has 
been a member his entire life and 
attends with his wife Cassidy and 
daughter Harbor Mae. He is also 
the owner of Kylie Melons on East 
Peace Street.
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sort of opened the keys to the king-
dom in Canton.”
“Canton is honored to have been 

chosen as the location for the film-
ing of The Minute You Wake Up 
Dead,” said Gordon, who serves as 
the  Canton Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Film Commissioner. 
“Producer, actor, and strong film 

professional Andrew Stevens and 
esteemed director Michael Mailer, 
along with their very famous and 
stellar cast and professional crew, 
are absolutely one of the best that 

Canton has enjoyed having in our 
community,” said Gordon. “Mr. 
Stevens has brought to us another 
film family, as well as creating ex-
citement and economic impact to 
our town.  He is one of the easiest, 
most thoughtful, and accomplished 
producers I have ever had the plea-
sure of working with. Mr. Stevens 
is very hands-on and believes in 
being a good citizen while filming 
and leaving a location better than he 
found it.”
“His team of professionals have 

become ensconced in the fabric of 
our community, and anyone who 
has met and worked with them will 
definitely  welcome them back,” 
continued Gordon. “In fact, sever-
al of the crew have worked on pro-
ductions before in Canton and have 
stated they wanted to come back. 
Canton has rolled out the red car-
pet treatment, but we have received 
much in return.” 
“We look forward to a continued 

relationship in filming with Mr. Ste-
vens on subsequent movies,” said 
Gordon. 
Really embracing the small town’s 

cont. from front page

The Minute You 
Wake Up Dead

As I Lay Dying

A Worn Path

(2013)

(2022)

(1994)

Word of Prayer: He will finish what He started 
history and people has been a huge 
part of the production process. 
Stevens rented the old post office 

for two to three months and has 
used the Madison County Sheriff’s 
office in an effort to depict Canton 
as the film’s fictional town of Bear 
Hollow. 
“We’re working in conjunction 

with the Madison County Sheriff 
and some of their officers and vehi-
cles. Freeman’s character plays the 
sheriff. Our uniforms are authentic. 
It has an inherent sense of authen-
ticity, because of their collaboration 
on the film.”
“I’ve also got to mention Chief 

Otha Brown, of course. The Canton 
Police Department has provided all 
of our security,” said Stevens. 
Canton has an established history 

of hosting critically acclaimed and 
financially successful blockbuster 
motion pictures. 
Gordon said, “Our town has also 

been most successful in attracting 
through the past many years com-
mercial shoots, music videos, and 
independent made movies. Canton 
is proud to boast that we have had 

the privilege of filming mov-
ies written by four of 
Mississippi’s greatest 
literary giants.”
Those include Eudora 

Welty’s A Worn Path 
and The Ponder Heart, 
John Grisham’s A Time 
to Kill, Willie Morris’ 
My Dog Skip, and Wil-
liam Faulkner’s As I Lay 

Dying.
“The goal of filming in Can-

ton is to not only promote film-
ing in Mississippi, but to showcase 
the rich literary heritage and the 
vibrant arts that we are best known 
for nationally and internationally. 
We worked hard for the literary pro-
ductions, and they came true,” said 
Gordon. 

“Mississippi and its communities 
are best known for its hospitality, 
which has also created a welcom-
ing environment when Hollywood 

comes to town. Canton is best 
known for its National Register 
Landmark District designation with 
the historic square and architecture. 
This unique square and its small 
town feel is like walking onto the 
backlot of a Hollywood Studio,” 
said Gordon. 
Canton is a community that reaches 

above and beyond in rolling out the 
red carpet for award-winning actors 
and actresses that have frequented 
the beautiful and friendly town in 
the many years past and still today. 
Gordon said, “We have also be-

come known to many great pro-
ducers, directors, support casts, and 
crews, who have also chosen and 
enjoyed filming and making their 
movies in Canton.”
“We’re gracious and grateful that 

the production team decided to 
come to Canton,” said Canton May-
or William Truly. “It’s been a while 
since we’ve had a major production 
here, and we’re just delighted. We 
hope we continue to attract major 
film productions. We are so pleased 
with them, and we hope they en-
joyed our community. We’re glad 
that our community is a star.”
The entire Canton community has 

embraced movie productions for de-
cades. 
Recently, Stevens walked into the 

Welcome Center, wondering if it 
was possible to use the garden area 
of Grace Episcopal Church. 
With a simple phone call from 

Gordon, Rev. Beth Foose wel-
comed production with open arms. 
It’s that constant sense of hospitali-
ty that draws movie actors, produc-
ers and lovers of film to Canton. 
With the post production process 

beginning soon, residents and mov-
ie enthusiasts can look forward to 
this film sometime at the end of 
2022. 

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

We’re honored
to be #1 in
life insurance.

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.
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HighSpeed
internet with no contracts!!
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

By Inesha Jackson

Howard Young is utilizing his 
ability as general manager at Can-

ton Munici-
pal Utilities 
(CMU) to im-
prove the infra-
structure of the 
utility system 
and to promote 
economic and 
community de-
velopment for 
the City of 

Canton and surrounding areas. 
“We need to start working togeth-

er and move forward for a common 
goal. That common goal is to make 
life better for each other and the 
community that we serve,” Young 
said.
Howard Young, a native of West 

Point, Mississippi, was born to the 
late Mr. Lem and Helen Young, 
who played influential roles in his 
life. Young received his bachelor 
of science in information technol-
ogy (IT) from Mississippi Valley 
State University (MVSU) and his 
master’s of science in technology 
education from Jackson State Uni-
versity. He is a member of the Rho 
Gamma Lambda Alumni Chapter 
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, In-

corporated. He is also a member 
of the Madison County Business 
League and Foundation’s Educa-
tion & Workforce Development 
Committee, the commissioner on 
the Municipal Energy Agency of 
Mississippi board (MEAM) and 
the Municipal Gas Authority of 
Mississippi board (MGAM). In his 
personal life, he 
is a husband and 
a father to three 
boys. At his 
church, Greater 
Pearlie Grove 
Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 
he is an active 
member of the 
youth ministry, 
security ministry 
and IT ministry. 
During his lei-
sure time, Young 
enjoys worship-
ing and serving 
at church, spending time with fam-
ily and reading. 
Before taking on the role as gen-

eral manager for CMU, he has 
worked in the utility business for 
over twenty years. Young started 
out as a summer help student for 
two summers at Greenwood Util-
ities while attending college at 

City Spotlight: Howard Young of Canton Municipal Utilities
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Howard Young

MVSU. Once he graduated, he was 
hired full time as an engineer’s as-
sistant. During that time, Young 
was offered a job at Daffron and 
Associates, Inc. to create software 
for utility companies. Afterwards, 
he moved back to Mississippi and 
was hired as the IT/Geographic 
Information System (GIS) techni-

cian at CMU and 
worked his way 
up to becoming 
the general man-
ager. 
Several of his 
responsibilities 

as general man-
ager include de-
veloping strat-
egies with the 

management 
team to provide 
excellent service 
to the citizens 
of Canton and 
providing up-

dates on day-to-day operations and 
projects to the CMU board during 
regularly-scheduled meetings. He 
also collaborates with all depart-
ments to ensure compliance, de-
velop budgets, develop goals and 
milestones to ensure the timely 
completion of projects, and make 
sure that CMU stays viable in the 

years to come. 
“CMU’s greatest achievement 

is on-going and is a team effort 
which requires all of us to contin-
ue improving our infrastructure 
and providing great service to our 
customers,” Young said. 
Having a successful background 

in the field of IT and being knowl-
edgeable in various positions in the 
utility business has helped Young 
to become successful and stand out 
amongst his colleagues. 
“I evaluate my success by helping 

others around me grow and helping 
them become successful people. . . 
I am passionate about improving 
the quality of life for the citizens of 
Canton and the surrounding areas 
by providing reliable and quality 
service. On a personal note, I am 
passionate about teaching children 
new things, especially those who 
need extra help. It is that look in 
their eyes when they finally grasp 
the concept of what I am teaching. 
There is nothing in the world like 
that feeling,” Young said. 
Young’s favorite Bible verse and 

quote to live by is Matthew 6:33, 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto 
you,” and his motto is “Just do the 
right thing!”
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By Courtney Warren

Everyone needs someone to look 
up to and be encouraged by. With 
the slogan of “what they see is what 
they will be,” the 100 Black Men of 
Canton have worked with mentees 
since November 2003 to better the 
young men of Canton.
With President Percy Smith, Sr., 

Vice President John Garrett, and 
Program Director James Sims, the 
organization is passionate about 
mentoring, education on health and 
wellness, and economic develop-
ment.
Executive Director Dr. Leroy Lacy 

has been with 100 Black Men of 
Canton since it was merely a dream.
He explained the Canton chapter 

was inspired by the chapter in Jack-
son.
“This is our nineteenth year of be-

ing in existence. We went and vis-
ited the Jackson chapter at one of 
their galas or banquets. We began to 
get interested and wanted a chapter. 
Fred Esco, who was mayor at the 
time, saw the need for a group. He 
gathered men up, and the Jackson 
chapter came and shared with us 
what they do,” said Lacy.
Mentoring young men sparks pas-

sion in these volunteers, and Lacy 
said, “There were a lot of young 
boys who have a one-parent fami-
ly, and we could stand in the gap. 
Mr. Leroy Walker in Jackson was 
instrumental in meeting with us and 
teaching us what to do.”
After traveling to the national of-

fice to petition to have a chapter, 
gather twenty-five men, and ap-
pearing before the board, 100 Black 
Men of Canton officially began in 
November of 2003.
Lacy was one of the original mem-

bers, and, while Esco served as 
president, he eventually rolled off 
to focus on his duties as Canton 
Mayor.
Lacy served as president for 

around ten years and is now the ex-
ecutive director.
The organization has proven vi-

tal to the community, and Canton 
Tourism Executive Director May 
McCarty said, “Canton Tourism is 
very proud to have had a hand in 
helping establish this important or-
ganization years ago. Canton’s Af-
rican American community is filled 
with rich history and culture, which 
we celebrate all year long. We are 
very blessed to have organizations 
like 100 Black Men and the Mul-

100 Black Men of Canton focused on community

ticultural Museum. With my new 
role, I’m excited to have the oppor-
tunity to highlight them once again 
as important resources in our com-
munity.”
With a heart for the youth in our 

community, Lacy said, “We men-
tor in the schools here. We adopt-
ed Canton Elementary back some 
years ago and Rueben B Meyers 
School of Arts.

We adopted those two schools and 
were present in those schools. We 
sponsor mentees and take them 
to basketball games in Memphis, 
baseball games with the Mississip-
pi Braves, take them to the water-
falls, Liberty Land, New Orleans.”
100 Black Men has also awarded 

over $135,000 to high school se-
niors.
“After they do good work and 

show us great grades, we love to do 
this with them,” said Lacy.
The organization also works with 

the city and focuses on economic 
development.
“We hit on all cylinders when it 

comes to community activities. We 
do so many activities ourselves. 
On MLK Day, we air on the radio 
that we do a clean-up and ask the 
citizens to do the same thing. We 
go clean up MLK Drive and oth-
er streets in the area. We take our 
mentees with us. We have a lot of 
other groups that join and clean 
up. People clean up their neighbor-
hoods. That was always in Febru-
ary,” said Lacy.
COVID put a small halt to some 

activities, but, with restrictions 
getting better, the organization 
hopes to do even more in the com-
munity.  
“We go on with Canton Tourism 

and clean up with Beautification. 
We join in with them now and have 
men that go to the board meeting 
with the mayor and keep up, so we 
are informed with what’s going on. 
We also have a health fair during 
the month of April and sponsor two 
per year,” he said.
From health fairs to a Catfish Ro-

deo to sponsoring little league base-
ball, 100 Black Men is leaving their 
mark all over Canton.
“We don’t try to reinvent the wheel, 

but go along with it,” said Lacy.
The 100 Black Men of America, 

Inc. is recognized as the nation’s top 
African American-led mentoring 
organization.
For more information, visit the 

website at www.100blackmen.org

Special to the Canton News 
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Mosquito 

Traps

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!SPRING 2022

Vegetables

Photo by Graham Lambert

The Canton News features a photo each month by a Cantonian or of Canton. This 
month’s feature is by Graham Lambert. Lambert is a senior at Canton Academy with 
plans to pursue a career in law upon graduation. He enjoys photography in his free time 
and shoots family and senior portraits.

 Canton through a lens: Meet me at the square



April 7, 2022 8

“it all started 
with a watermelon”
“it all started 
with a watermelon”
Kylie Melons is back open and excited to see you!

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 

*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Special to the Canton News 

Nichols Middle School students enjoyed getting in touch with their artistic sides as a 
way to increase participation in social activities.

Paints, brushes and canvas galore at Nichols
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EASTER
EGG

Hunt

SATURDAY APRIL 16TH

AT SAAB PARK●337 N UNION ST
10 AM - 12 PM

GAMES●FACE●PAINTING PRIZES

12 &
 UNDER

BRING YOUR OWN
BASKET!

TAKE PHOTOS WITH THE 
EASTER BUNNY!

SPONSORED BY THE MADISON COUNTY CREEK COUNCIL,
JUNIOR AUXILIARY OF MADISON COUNTY & 

TAU PHI ZETA CHAPTER OF ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC.

T-BALL,
BASEBALL, &

SOFTBALL

REGISTRATION

OPEN
Co-ed Baseball 
for players 5-14

Girls ONLY
Softball 8-14

For more information, 
please contact the

Parks Office at 601.859.4358 
or Denia at 601.540.7605

MISSISSIPPI
Parks and Recreation
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CANTON’S APPLIANCE HEADQUARTERS FOR 77 YEARS

East Side for the Canton Square for 77 years!

Photos by Courtney Warren 

By Courtney Warren

If I had a nickel for every time I 
heard a person say they didn’t like 
to read or reading was boring…well, 
student loans would be the least of 
my worries.
Last year, I did a survey with my 

students to gauge the reading cul-
ture I was immersed in. How many 
of them read for fun? Less than ten 
percent.
How many of them had parents who 

read at home? Less than fifteen per-
cent.
I asked what some of their trepida-

tions were when it came to reading. 
Many answered they couldn’t find 
something they enjoyed, struggled 
to concentrate, or couldn’t handle 
the pressure of knowing there would 
be a test. A few even said their par-
ents joked about it, and they were 
self-conscious.
It was from there that Starbucks 

Day was born.
The “Sunday scaries” are a real 

thing - for not only teachers, but stu-
dents. Relaxing from the weekend 
comes to a close on Sunday when 
we know all that awaits us Monday 
morning.
Starbucks Days happen every single 

Monday, and all they entail is finding 
a book you enjoy and reading for fun. 
It’s called Starbucks Day because the 
students pretend they’re in a coffee 

shop–they’re strangers– so they don’t 
talk to each other but simply read for 
fun. That evening, students answer a 
question just to explain what’s going 
on in the story and how they can re-
late to the characters.
There is no pressure with this day—

they read whatever they want. What-
ever makes them happy. From fanta-
sy to non-fiction to graphic novels to 
a Tim Tebow devotional, everyone 
has found something they enjoyed.
The response has been overwhelm-

ing. As long as you complete your 
assignments fully and on time, you 
get an A. There’s no pressure to 
study for a quiz or remember some-
thing for a test, and students have 
been able to just hang out and enjoy 
a story.
My own rule is that I do the same. 

It was way harder than I thought it 
would be! It’s important for them 
to see me reading for fun, but there 
have been times when I’ve had a 
massive to-do list hanging over my 
head, and my fingers have itched to 
start working.
Luckily, a lot of students are quick 

to call attention to the fact that I’m 
supposed to read and tell them about 
my book, too.
It’s been so much fun seeing them 

discover these stories.
I have one that learned he loves 

contemporary fiction, one that loves 
non-fiction about the outdoors and 

 Letter from the Editor: Starbucks Day and reading wonders

hiking expeditions.
I have one that will read anything 

if I put it in a graphic novel format. 
“Even girly stuff, Ms. Warren.”
They’ve also started recommend-

ing books to each other. It’s perfect-
ly fine to give a book a bad review, 
as long as they explain why. What 
did the story lack for you? Can you 
think of someone who would have 
enjoyed it more? They rate these 
books out of five stars, and, by the 
end of this semester, most students 
will have read at least two, if not 
three, additional books.
How awesome is that?

When my daughter was born, my 
dad told me something I’ll prob-
ably never forget: “The only thing 
you can leave your child with when 
you’re gone from this earth is a con-
science and an education.”
As I read with my little one each 

night and take her on bookstore ad-
ventures, I can only hope that I’m 
giving her the tools to succeed and 
the love for finding a safe escape 
from everyday life. We can find 
home in between the pages of a 
book. Seeing that happen in her, as 
well as in my students, gives me a 
lot of hope for the future.
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Save Energy
and

Turn off lights. 
Adjust the thermostat. 

Work smart. 
Close the fridge. 
Cook efficiently. 
Run full loads. 

Take shorter showers.

Special to The Canton News 

The Beta Mu chapter of Delta Del-
ta Delta on the campus of Missis-
sippi State University celebrated 
their fiftieth birthday with a week-
end-long reunion March 3-5. During 
the weekend, Tri Delta members 
visited with sisters, spent time on 
MSU campus, took pictures with 
the Bulldogs’ National Champion-
ship baseball trophy, heard from Tri 
Delta’s national president, celebrat-
ed 25-year and 50-year alumnae, 
toured the newly-renovated Tri Del-

ta house, and raised $20,000 for the 
national philanthropy St. Jude. Can-
ton’s own Lynn (Thomason) Penn 
and Lucy (Walker) West were both 
charter members of the MSU chap-
ter, with Penn serving as Beta Mu’s 
first president, and Pat (Lutz) White 
was a member of the first pledge 
class. During the weekend reunion, 
all three were initiated into Delta 
Delta Delta’s Circle Degree. Canton 
alumnae presented special guests 
with handmade pansy-themed oys-
ter shell jewelry holder gifts.

Beta Mu celebrates 50 years as Tri Deltas

Special to the Canton News 

Pictured are Canton alumnae Alison (Gilbert) Martin ‘94, Pat (Lutz) White ‘73, Lynn 
(Thomason) Penn ‘72, and Lucy (Walker) West ‘72.
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Special to the Canton News 

Tigers travel to Memphis

Special to The Canton News 

Nichols Middle School Princi-
pal Chuconna Anderson rewarded 
her students, who met their second 
nine weeks goals, with a trip to 

Memphis, Tennessee. The scholars 
watched the NBA game between 
the Memphis Grizzlies and the New 
York Knicks. Scholars also stopped 
by the Incredible Pizza restaurant.
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Call Sherrye

We are

Independent 

Contact
601-286-8230

sherrye@lacourinsurance.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

Agencies

PERSONAL &
COMMERCIAL

COVERAGE

LIFE AND
HEALTH

MEDICARE

Contact
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joshburns@capstoneifg.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

In one

convenient
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Call Jo
sh

lacourinsurance.com capstoneifg.com

Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

Social Distancing 
All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

McNeal students kick for a homerun

Special to the Canton News 

McNeal Elementary School third-, fourth-, and fifth-graders played a competitive game 
of kickball before Spring Break and enjoyed the warmer weather and sunshine.

Sweet and sticky fun had at Reuben B

Special to the Canton News 

Reuben B. Myers CSAS students couldn’t resist their chance to pie their principals. 
Both administrators and faculty are always thinking outside of the pie tin to find new 
ways to inspire and motivate these students.
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Rolling store in Heard County, Ga., in 1941

By Guest Columnist Mary Jane Boutwell

I went out to the chicken pen to 
get the day’s eggs in the middle of 
the afternoon. This is a daily chore 
to keep the hens from eating their 
eggs. This reminded me of Uncle 
Fred Watford and rolling stores.
Do you know what a rolling store 

was back in the 1900s? The ones 
I remember were a squared metal 
structure on the back of a quarter-ton 
truck. They were similar to today’s 
Fed Ex trucks in appearance. There 
were wooden shelves all the way 
around the U-shaped interior. Mem-
ory says the shelves were slanted to-
wards the center aisle, with a board 
across the front to hold the items on 
the shelf and a thin narrow board at 
the back that created a small space 
between it and the outside wall.
This was during the time that ev-

eryone did not have a motor vehicle. 
Maybe they had a horse or a mule-
drawn wagon—but no quick run to 
the store. Folks were pretty much 
tied down to manually working the 
farm and garden for a living and to 
put food on the table.
The rolling stores carried some 

canned food and basic foods—salt, 
sugar, fl our, cornmeal, cheese, bo-
logna, eggs, candy, and others, if 
asked for.
You name it, and it was in the store 

- or was there next week. No refrig-
eration!
In the late 1970s, I was talking to 

a gentleman. He said when he was 
working in the fi eld and the rolling 
store horn blew, he dropped every-
thing and ran. The weekly rolling 
store visit was a big event, and he 
spent what little he had on goodies. 

Back then, you could buy several 
kinds of candy for one cent each.
Both my parents and Uncle Fred 

had rolling stores.
When my family lived at Camden, 

there was a shed where they kept 
supplies for the store. Wayman, 
a brother, told of sneaking a fi ve-
pound bag of raisins and eating all 
of them. He never ate raisins again.
When the bologna was sold down 

to the heel, the boys, Larry and Way-
man, were allowed to eat it. Both of 
them told of cutting the bologna, 
throwing the slices out of the mov-
ing truck so they could have heel.
Now, why did tending to my 

chickens bring to mind rolling 
stores and Uncle Fred? Well, back 
when Leon and I hosted our yearly 
Fourth of July fi sh fry, Uncle Fred 
ate and then told stories.
His store sold homegrown eggs. 
One summer day, as he was sell-

ing out of the rolling store, he kept 
hearing “peep, peep, peep.” Final-
ly, he looked around at the shelv-
ing. Where the eggs were on the 
shelf, there were only eggs. But 
behind the thin wooden strip at the 
back of the eggs, he found several 
newly hatched biddies. His thought 
was the inside stayed warm, as it 
was summer and stayed closed up. 
The movement of the rolling store 
on the dirt and gravel roads kept 
the eggs rotated. Hence, several 
biddies!
A customer heard the “peep, peep, 

peeps” and bought the biddies.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mary Jane Bout-
well is a passionate historian and is 
thrilled to share stories about way 
back when.

Remember when: Rolling 
stores and peep, peep, peeps
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Sweet and sticky fun had at Reuben B
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By Guest Columnist Sherrye Lacour

Garden Clubs started in the South 
in 1891 as a platform to get people 
together to share knowledge, host 
flower shows and community beau-
tification projects, and to promote 
conservation and beautification in 
their communities.  Each garden 
club is as unique as its community.
The Canton Garden Club was 

formed in 1935 and remains a strong, 
vibrant organization today, with ap-
proximately thirty members who 
meet on a monthly basis.  Several 
members have opened their gardens 
for the club to tour; speakers have 
shared information about pruning 
blueberry bushes, planting spring 
bulbs or designing holiday decora-
tions; and much time is spent work-
ing on plans for our annual fundrais-
er, Upstairs Downtown, in the fall. 
Membership is open to anyone who 
would like to become involved in 
these activities.
 I rejoined the Canton Garden Club 

last fall, and have a new respect for 
the women in this club who have 
worked so hard to beautify Canton 
and to foster pride in our lovely city. 
Having recently made the decision 
to make Keep Canton Beautiful a di-
vision of Canton Garden Club, more 
resources to make a positive change 

in our community have become 
available, and we look forward to 
adding new projects to our agenda.
As I gathered my thoughts to write 

this article, a flood of memories-
came over me.  I was fortunate to be 
the neighbor of a very active Gar-
den Club member 
as a young child.  
Lillian Atkinson 
was truly a gar-
dening mentor to 
me.  I loved the 
time I spent with 
Ms. Atkinson and 
her faithful yard-
man, Mop, as 
they snipped, dug, 
pruned, transplant-
ed, watered and 
fertilized a yard 
that was like the 
Garden of Eden to 
me.  She was al-
ways kind in shar-
ing plants with me, although I can’t 
remember if any actually lived past 
the property line!  
I also spent a lot of time caring for 

her garden when she was traveling.  
I can remember pretending that this 
was my garden as I watered, picked 
up debris, and dead-headed plants, 
all the time praying that I didn’t let 
anything die in her absence.  

View from the Window: Canton Garden Club brings and inspires beauty
Another fond memory was riding 

by Mop’s home on Liberty Street 
and recognizing the many plants 
- horses tail, elephant ears, and nu-
merous perennials Ms. Atkinson had 
shared with him.  He must have been 
the envy of all his neighbors!

Ms. Atkinson also 
coached me in floral 
design with great 
patience and kind-
ness, softly making 
suggestions, so that 
I had to think for 
myself. And she let 
me fail in my exe-
cution many times, 
making me strive 
harder to not only 
create a beautiful 
design, but also one 
that didn’t fall apart 
when moved.  
With her encour-

agement, I joined 
the Green Thumbs Garden Club at 
Canton Elementary School.  This 
club was formed and led by the Can-
ton Garden Club.  Fourth-grade stu-
dents were given the opportunity to 
prepare, plant, maintain, and harvest 
a garden approximately 3 x 4’ in size.  
This gardening opportunity opened 
my eyes to the world of gardening 
and nurtured my love of “digging in 

the dirt.”  The Garden Club ladies 
also hosted a flower show for the 
Green Thumbs to participate in.  
All my lessons with Ms. Atkinson 

paid off, and I won the blue ribbon 
for my very first floral design entry.  
I thought my heart would burst, and 
I think Ms. Atkinson was even more 
proud than I! 
These memories about the Canton 

Garden Club and how it has shaped 
my life give me hope that, as a group, 
we can be a positive influence on 
others in our city. 
Be sure to check out the square and 

the surrounding areas for the im-
provements the club has made, espe-
cially the hundreds of spring bulbs. 
Stay tuned next month, as we share 
photos from some of our recent gar-
den tours, as well as information 
about ways you can get involved in 
clean up campaigns and beautifica-
tion projects.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sherrye Lacour 
is a native to Canton and graduated 
from Canton Academy in 1972. She 
moved to Madison in 1985 and then 
returned to Canton about five years 
ago. Lacour loves gardening, and her 
passion stems from Green Thumbs 
Garden Club in grammar school, as 
well as a mother who loves growing 
flowers and vegetables.

Special to the Canton News 

Special to the Canton News 

Pictured are Commissioner Brent Bailey, Representative Jill Ford and Senator Walter 
Michel with the Madison County Young Leadership members

Special to the Canton News 

First Lady Elee Reeves with the Madison County Executive Leadership

Government Day inspires Madison Co. leaders

Special to The Canton News 

The Madison County Business 
League & Foundation and the Mad-
ison County Economic Develop-
ment Authority sponsor the Madi-
son County Executive Leadership 
and Youth Leadership programs, 

and Madison County Youth Lead-
ership “Government Day” was held 
in February. The class met Madison 
County legislators, as well as feder-
al, state-wide, and local elected offi-
cials. They also toured the Supreme 
Court, Mississippi State Capitol, 

and the Governor’s Mansion. Can-
tonians included Janette Bartolo and 
Dwight Luckett, Jr. of Canton High 
School, and Samuel Wadford and 
Reese Willis of Canton Academy.
The Madison County Executive 

Leadership class participated in 

Government Day in February, as 
well. The class met with numerous 
local, county and state leaders and 
toured the Mississippi Supreme 
Court, legislative chambers at the 
Mississippi Capitol and the Gover-
nor’s mansion.
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View from the Window: Canton Garden Club brings and inspires beauty

Special to The Canton News 

Mississippi Blood Services (MBS) 
recently announced that they want-
ed to thank all donors and organiza-
tions that held blood drives during 
2021. This past year held many 
challenges for everyone, and MBS 
recognizes that everyone who came 
out to donate went above and be-
yond. There were those, however, 
that MBS says raised the standard 
a little higher. As such, MBS rec-
ognized them for their support in 
2021. One of those being recog-
nized is Canton Academy.
It had been two years since Canton 

Academy was able to host a blood 
drive with Mississippi Blood Ser-
vices, but chairperson Alison Mar-

tin decided it was time to crank it 
up, again. And crank it up, they 
did. They hosted a blood drive in 
February of 2021 and collected a 
much-needed forty-two units, then 
held two more successful drives in 
2021. 
“Canton Academy has proved to be 

a true champion of their community 
and of Mississippi Blood Services, 
which is why they are one of the 
Best of the Best,” said MBS repre-
sentatives.
For more information, visit the 

MBS website at www.msblood.
com.
CA’s next NHS-sponsored blood 

drive will be on the CA campus on 
April 7.

CA named as one of MBS’ Best of the Best

Special to the Canton News 

Pictured are (from left): Alison Martin, blood drive coordinator; Graham Lambert, NHS 
President; and Madelynn Cochran, NHS Treasurer.

Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Lions are happy to 
welcome a new member, Cynthia 
Allen. 
Recent programs have includ-

ed Lauren Scheel, Chief Opera-
tion Officer of Madison County 
Economic Development Author-
ity, who presented an overview 
of new economic activities and 
summarized the year-end sales 
tax figures for Madison County; 
Yahnielle Shavers, daughter of 
Lions James and Shirley Shav-

ers, who was visiting her parents 
from California, talked about 
her life as a marketing manager 
for the Kim Kardashien Compa-
ny; Reverend Nolan Whitehead, 
Pastor of Center Terrace Baptist 
Church, who talked to the Lions 
and challenged everyone to look 
for opportunities to share God’s 
love with others.  
Planning is underway to host a 

fall golf tournament as a fund-
raiser for the Lions, according to 
President Moses Thompson.

Canton Lions Club: A brief update

Special to the Canton News 

News member Cynthia Allen and President Moses Thompson
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

CPSD Athletics receives donation

Special to The Canton News

The CPSD Athletic Department re-
cently received a $3,500 donation 
from Wheaton College and In His 
Steps Ministries.
The funds will support Canton 

High School (CHS) student-ath-
letes. Wheaton’s football defen-
sive line coach, Jeffrey Peltz, and 
In His Steps Ministries sports di-
rector, Christian Howard, present-

ed the check to CPSD’s athletic di-
rector, Melissa Word. During their 
spring mission trip, student-ath-
letes from Wheaton College have 
been sharing their knowledge and 
offering their support to the CHS 
Tigers.
Wheaton College is located in 

Wheaton, Illinois, where In His 
Steps Ministries founder Reverend 
Jasper Bacon is an alumnus.

Special to the Canton News 

Christian Howard, Melissa Word and Jeffrey Peltz
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Community pastors receive double honor

Special to The Canton News

Joe and Kathy Amos recently re-
ceived their second Honorary Doc-
torate degrees from Destiny School 
of Ministry and Bible College, Men-
denhall, Mississippi. Dr. Joe received 
a degree of humanities, and Dr. Kathy 
received her degree of philosophy in 
the Ecclesial Business Administra-
tion. The couple was awarded the 
degrees because of their leadership 
in both business and ministry, as well 
as their service to the public for a 
combined total of sixty-three years. 
Dr. Vinessa Rockingham, Chancel-
lor, wanted to bestow the honor be-
fore their end of the year graduation. 
They agreed to present the doctorates 
to them at their local church, Turning 

Point Fellowship Min. Intl. Church 
on Union Street. 
 In 2020, the couple received their 

doctorates in ministry, as well as an 
honorary doctorates from Chayil In-
ternational University in Brookfield, 
Wisconsin. After graduating, they 
focused on building their Christian 
Chamber of Commerce “Business 
Empowered Mississippi,” which 
grew to where they had to expand 
into an international chamber. Joe 
and Kathy also started a new minis-
try called “The Gathering Place” in 
Clinton, Mississippi. They still over-
see their first church, Turning Point 
Fellowship Ministries International 
Church, pastored by Clara Thomp-
son.

Special to the Canton News 

By Courtney Warren and Riley Lambert

Canton Academy’s Head Girls 
Basketball Coach Brandy Hall 

was recently 
selected as a 
2022 MSAIS 
All-Star bas-
ketball coach. 
“I am honored 

to be named 
star coach. 
You know, 
this year was 
a challenge, 

but I knew that going in, and I was 
up for it! We faced adversity start-
ing in the preseason all the way 
through the last game we played. 
My girls battled every time they 
stepped on the floor, and I could 
not be more proud of that.”
“At times, I would question if 

I was the right one to be leading 
these girls, and God was quick to 
remind me that I’m exactly where 
I’m supposed to be. Building in-
dividual relationships and making 
a positive, lasting impact in our 
players’ lives is what I believe the 
big picture is all about,” said Hall. 
Hall was born and raised in Nat-

chez, Mississippi. She graduat-
ed from Trinity Episcopal Day 
School in 2008 and continued her 
education in college, where she 

received a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education, with a mi-
nor in psychology. While pursuing 
her degree, Coach Hall began her 
coaching career. 
In January of 2009, at the age of 

19, Coach Hall became her moth-
er’s junior high and high school 
girls’ assistant at Adams Coun-
ty Christian School and start-
ed coaching her own third- and 
fourth-grade team. In August of 
2013, Coach Hall was named ju-
nior high girls head coach. She led 
this team, which she had coached 
through elementary school to three 
undefeated junior high seasons.
In August of 2017, Coach Hall 

took the head junior high/assistant 
high school girls coaching posi-
tion at Centreville Academy, and, 
in May of 2018, she was named 
high school girls head coach. In 
her three years as head coach at 
Centreville, Coach Hall led her 
junior high girls to three dis-
trict championships and her high 
school girls to a state champion-
ship and two overall tournament 
appearances, advancing to the top 
eight this past March. Coach Hall 
was chosen to coach in the MAIS 
All-Star game in 2019 and 2021 
and was named MAIS Coach of 
the Year in 2020.

Hall named 2022 MAIS All-Star basketball coach

S
pe

ci
al

 to
 th

e 
C

an
to

n 
N

ew
s 

Brandy Hall 



April 7, 2022 20

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent
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Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
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601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com
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Discount 
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home 
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By Courtney Warren

English instructor Dr. Andrew 
Kelly announced the winners of 

the 2022 Cre-
ative Writing 
Contest for 
the Holmes 

Community 
College Rid-
geland Cam-
pus. All win-
ners receive 
cash prizes 
furnished by 

the Holmes Foundation. First and 
second place winners are forward-
ed to the Mississippi Community 
College Creative Writing Associa-
tion Contest and will be published 
in Holmes’ literary magazine, Re-

flections.
In the Short Story Category, 

Bethany Biggers of Canton won 
first for “You Can Make Anything 
Look Like an Accident.”
Biggers’ story, “You Can Make 

Anything Look Like an Accident,” 
is about a high school girl named 
Hallie who gets stalked by a guy, 
and one of them ends up dead. 
With a criminal and thriller ele-
ments, Biggers said, “I have al-
ways loved writing and how it al-
lows you to vividly express your 
story to many people without ever 
meeting them. I had always want-
ed to write my own story, and, 
when I saw Holmes was holding a 
creative writing contest, I thought 
I would give it a chance.”

Biggers wins HCC Contest
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Special to The Canton News

Mississippi Farm Bureau Fed-
eration is offering five schol-
arships for its members. 
(Membership into the 
MFBF is $35.)  Ap-
plicants must be 
majoring in an ag-
ricultural area of 
study at a Mis-
sissippi college 
or university.  
For complete de-
tails on the state 
scholarships, as 
well as others of-
fered at the coun-
ty level, call Adrian 
Garrison at the Madi-
son County Farm Bureau at 

601-859-3215.
The Mississippi Farm Bureau 

Federation serves as the larg-
est and strongest general 

farm organization in 
Mississippi, with 

more than 177,000 
member families 
in 82 county 
Farm Bureaus. 
It is a volun-
tary, non-gov-

ernmental, 
non-partisan 
organization 

seeking solutions 
to problems affect-

ing the lives of farm 
families, both socially 

and economically.

Farm Bureau Scholarships


