
 This month, a fund-raising event was 
held in Pearl's Clyde Muse Center. On 
Saturday, February 6, participants gath-
ered for a 5K run and walk. There were 
also other items on the agenda: a kids 
fun run; various food vendors; live en-
tertainment and a silent auction.
 The subject of the event was Maddy 
Pitman. Maddy was diagnosed with 
leukemia at two months old and spent 
time at Blair E. Batson in Jackson be-
fore being transferred to St. Jude in 
Memphis, Tennessee. She currently 
awaits a bone marrow transplant. Her 
mother, Amanda Pitman, stays with her, 
with the help of Maddy's grandmothers 
who rotate being there as well. Father 
Nick Pitman (a Pearl native and Pearl 
High School alum) is currently work-
ing in North Mississippi to be close to 
them. 
 Kim Edwards a local real estate agent 
and friend of the Pitman Family says 

that the idea of a fund-raiser came 
about because of the unique circum-

stances Mad-
dy's illness 
had placed on 
the family. 
 "It  came
about  be-
cause Amanda 
was a fellow 
agent, which, 
of course, 
as a friend, I 
would have 
done it any-
way. But, any 

time there is a need, I'll be the first one, 
to stand up and say, 'How can I help?' 
So we just kind of started racking our 
brains..."
 Edwards goes on to explain that 
"Amanda had to move closer to Mem-
phis to be closer to St. Jude’s, so she 
doesn't have any income. Her husband 
worked offshore, and, right about the 

time COVID hit...he was laid off of his 
job. [Then] they had to relocate to the 
Southaven area, and he had to take a job 
with insurance, and so his pay is greatly 
reduced."
 Although it has been a long standing 
policy of St. Jude to cover the medical 
care expenses, there are other expenses 
that must be considered. For the Pitman 
family, this includes the additional costs 
associated with the purchase of a new 
home as well as ongoing expenses of 
caring for their three-year-old daughter, 
Emma Kate. Edwards felt compelled to 
step in and help out in some way.  
 One thing led to another and suddenly 
Edwards found herself partnering with 
local celebrity Zach Bridges (also a 
friend of the Pitman family) as well as 
local event planner Emily Wooten.
 It isn't just the team of three who have 
been anxious to provide support to the 
Pitmans. Edwards explains the commu-
nity response has been overwhelming, 
not just Rankin County as a whole, but 

the city of Pearl in particular. 
 "I don't think I could ever live any-
where else. But I have to take my hat off 
to Pearl. I have been here since 1984, 
and, if there is ever a need, the com-
munity of Pearl are going to be the first 
people to stand up and say, 'How can I 
help.'" 
 "Miracle Maddy" is so named because, 
according to Edwards, "it has been one 
miracle after another." After searching 
a national bone marrow donor database, 
the family located one person who was 
a good match. They reached out to him, 
explaining to him it was for an infant, 
and that very day he committed to help-
ing Maddy. 
 Edwards says, "it wasn't just a good 
match, it was a 'ten to ten' match, which 
in itself is a miracle, so it has just been 
mind-boggling to see God at work in 
this."

5k event to benefit Maddy Pitman
Special to The Pearl News

 Pearl Senior Services (PSS) is offer-
ing up a full schedule of activities for 
the month of February. For starters, 
February is "National Bird-Feeding 
Month." What better way to celebrate, 
than with a contest. Stop by Pearl Se-
nior Center (PSC) and pick up a ce-
ramic bird feeder to paint. Supplies are 
limited and will be available for the 
first twenty participants. All bird feed-
ers must be returned to PSC by Friday, 
February 12, at 4 p.m. Contest winners 
will be announced Friday, February 
19, and the birdhouses will be returned 
to their creators.
 Thursday, February 18, at 11:30 a.m. 
PSS will host a speaker, Pastor Jo-
seph Pridgen, speaking on the "Call to 
Love Like Jesus." Pridgen is a native 
of Jackson and a currently a resident 

of Pearl. He has been married to Dr. 
Annette King Pridgen for forty-five 
years, and they are parents 
to four children (three 
daughters and one 
son). Pastor Pridgen 
received his education 
in the Jackson Public 
Schools and Belhav-
en College, where he 
received a BA in bib-
lical studies. He also 
attended Reformed 
Theological Seminary 
and Wesley Biblical 
Seminary in pursuit 
of theological studies. 
Pastor Pridgen cele-
brates more than forty 
years in ministry. This 
year will mark twenty-five years of 
service to Sweet Rest Church in Pearl. 

 Tickets are available for purchase at 
$5 per person, and space is limited to 

thirty people. PSS cannot place 
any holds on tickets at this 
time.
    Monday, February 22, at 1 
p.m., will be Monday Movie 
Matinee. This month, PSS 
presents Driveways. Cody 

(Lucas Jaye) is a sweet sensi-
tive boy who doesn’t always 
fit in easily with other kids 

his age. He’s not both-
ered by spending the 
summer in an unfa-
miliar New York town 
while mother, Kathy 
(Hong Chau), cleans 
out the house left be-

hind by his recently de-
ceased aunt, trying to ready it for sale. 
As Kathy, who’d been estranged from 

her reclusive sister for years, learns 
how much she didn’t know about the 
late woman, Cody strikes up a surpris-
ing friendship with the gruff retiree 
who lives next door. Del (Brian Den-
nehy) is a Korean War vet who’s been 
whiling away his days living alone, 
playing bingo with his pals, and sitting 
out on his porch. In Cody, he comes 
to see not just a solitary boy in need 
of connection, but also a reflection of 
past regrets about his own family. 
 Also in February is "Birthday Bingo" 
which will be hosted by PSS on Thurs-
day, February 25, at 1 p.m. Deadline 
for registering for bingo is Monday, 
February 22. 
 City of Pearl Senior Services is locat-
ed at 110 Valentour Road in Pearl. The 
center hours are Monday through Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For further 
information, call 601-863-3229.

PSS offers full schedule for February
Special to The Pearl News
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 The Big Thrift and Mississippi Spay 
& Neuter's The Big Fix Clinic will be 
hosting "Customer Appreciation Day" 
on Saturday, March 6, from 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Admission is free to all cus-
tomers, old and new. 
 Items on the day's agenda include: a 
special sidewalk sale with items curat-
ed especially for this event; unique dis-
counts on the hour; a raffle ($5 per raffle 
ticket) for $100 gift certificate to The Big 
Thrift (in-store purchases only); several 
animals eligible for adoption presented 
by Mississippi Animal Rescue League; 
grab bags for children and adults at spe-
cial prices; and a $4 clothing bag sale. 
In addition, customers making in-store 

purchases will also be eligible to enter 
a separate raffle to win a free Microchip 
from MSSPAN.
 The raffle winners will be announced 
at 3 p.m. on March 6 by head sales as-
sociate Edward, and will be broadcast 
live on Facebook. The winner will also 
be contacted directly by a represen-
tative of The Big Thrift. Raffle tickets 
may be purchased by: dropping by The 
Big Thrift store during regular business 
hours; online at bigthrift.org; or may be 
purchased the day of the event.
 To view items currently on sale in-
store, visit The Big Thrift Facebook 
page to view "Big Thrift Live" hosted 
by Edward. Three times a week, (ex-
cluding Wednesdays) customers may 
view the latest sale items.

 In keeping with 
COVID-19 safety protocol, 
masks must be worn; hand 
sanitizer must be used in-
store and will be provid-
ed by The Big Thrift and 
patrons are also asked to 
maintain six feet social dis-
tance from each other.
 All proceeds at the Big 
Thrift go directly toward 
helping animals via Missis-
sippi Animal Rescue League and Mis-
sissippi Spay & Neuter.
 The Big Thrift is a nonprofit resale 
shop supporting Mississippi Spay and 
Neuter and Mississippi Animal Rescue 
League and is located at 657 Highway 
49 in Richland. 

 Event organizer Joni Stone says the 
goal is to "[get] the word out that we 
appreciate our customers and welcome 
newcomers."
 The March event is still in planning 
stages, so visit The Big Thrift Facebook 
page often for updates.

Special to The Richland News

Richland’s Big Thrift celebrates customers, old and new

RHS’s Interact Club, cultivating leaders
 The Richland Interact Club 
brings together young people to 
develop leadership skills while 
discovering the power of Ser-
vice Above Self. They promote 
community service and encour-
age greater international under-
standing for young leaders. The 
Rotary Club of South Rankin 
sponsors the Interact Club at 
Richland High School (RHS). 
 The Richland Interact Club 
began during the 2014-2015 
school year. The club was ini-
tiated to allow students to be-
come more involved with their 
community. Allison Bates 
Hurst began the club with her 
Jobs for Mississippi Graduates 
students. 
 All members are required to 
attend meetings and participate 
in community service proj-
ects. They meet once a month 
in a classroom at RHS before 
school begins for the day. Top-

ics of discussion include differ-
ent community service projects 
the group is interested in par-
ticipating in.

Any RHS student, grades nine 
through twelve, may join. Cur-
rently, they have ten members.
RHS Interact club organiz-
es at least two projects every 
year. Some past projects have 
included: reading to the third 
grade; making valentine cards 
for a local nursing home: can 
food drive for the needy; clean-
ing up Richland (along with the 
Mayor’s program); collecting 
Band-Aids for Blair E. Bat-
son; collecting presents for the 
school giving tree; wrapping 
gifts with the Rotary Club of 
South Rankin County at Bass 
Pro Shop; and running the race 
for cystic fibrosis.

This year the club participated 
in "keep Richland Beautiful," a 
can food drive, as well as gifts 
for the giving tree.

Special to The Richland News

Special to The Richland News

Special to The Richland News

Pictured (l tor) are, front row: Treasurer Christopher Hernandez, President  Lisabeth Campusano, Vice-President Tiara Jack-
son and Secretary Kaygan Harrison; and back row: Head Principal at RHS Marcus Stewart, South Rankin Rotary Club Spon-
sor Eddie Grimes, Christine Smith, Jackson Gordon, Nyla Holmes and Interact Sponsor Michelle Cresap.

Members of Richland High School Interact club (all but two) picking up trash for "Making Richland Beautiful." RHS Principal 
Marcus Stewart joined them.

ASSESSMENT TODAY!FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! Special Financing Available 

Subject to Credit Approval 
*Terms & Conditions Apply  O�er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

  Pearl, Richland and Florence News are subsidiaries of

February 20212 Good News You Can Use



 Ben Duncan has lived in Florence since 
kindergarten, attending Steens Creek El-
ementary. From there, he has remained 
in Florence public school to this day, 
where he currently is in his last year with 
Florence High School (FHS). 
 All along the way, sports has been an 
integral part of who he is, something he 
has excelled at. 
 "I played ever since I was little...since I 
was eight years old. So I have been play-
ing soccer...roughly ten years...I actually 
really fell in love with it. I would play 
on club teams when I was little." Just re-
cently, Duncan joined Mississippi Rush 
United and Brillas Club, which are both 
competitive select teams for soccer.
 In 2019, during his junior year at FHS, 
a kicker position opened up with the var-
sity team, and Duncan saw an opportuni-
ty. He would take the skills honed from 

years of playing soccer and apply them 
to football. The astounding results were 
almost instantaneous, first by receiving 
the all-state second team kicker designa-
tion in 4A, then by receiving most valu-
able kicker in his region. 
 Duncan's football stats are impressive 
as well. 
 "I was five for seven over the two years 
of kicking, and I was 29 for 30 for PATs 
(Extra points after a touchdown). I didn't 
miss one this year." 
 His father, Tracy Duncan, could not be 
prouder. 
 "I was to the moon. I was just hoping 
he would get all district, I never expect-
ed for him to get all state...he is in the top 
132 players in the whole state."
 Not only has he excelled athletical-
ly, he also has an impressive academic 
record. Having made straight As all of 
his life, he received the Duke TIPs (Tal-
ent, Identification, Program) honor from 

Duke University for 
a high ACT score. 
His ACT scores 
have also allowed 
him a Presidential 
Scholarship from 
Hinds Community 
College. According 
to his father, it is the 
highest scholarship 
allowance provided 

to students at Hinds CC for ACT scores.
 In keeping with his drive and ambition, 
Duncan has already completed eight 
courses offered at Hinds, and could al-
most be classified as a sophomore by 
Fall 2021. 
 One thing is for certain, Ben Duncan 
will be making a name for himself, 
whether athletically or academically, as 
his future is very bright and he is just 
getting started.

A promising future for Florence High School's Ben Duncan

 Nick Brown was raised in Florence 
and chose to return several years ago. 
Now married to Amanda Brown, they 
call Florence home. It is in fact the 
birthplace of their organization - Bik-
ers Against Trafficking Mississippi, or 
BATMS, which just celebrated its first 
year in existence.
 Nick and Amanda Brown work in law 
enforcement - he as an Investigator with 
Hinds County Sheriff's Office and she as 
Detective with the Richland Police De-
partment. Nick specifically works sex 
trafficking cases "all day every day." 
 Nick says the seed was planted with a 
simple search on the Internet. 
 "I was looking at joining different law 
enforcement based motorcycle clubs 
and...I ran across Bikers Against Traf-
ficking. They are based out of Florida, 
a husband and wife actually founded it, 
back in 2016."
 Thus an idea, a vision, took root.

 Nick says the 
organization ap-
pealed to him 
because it com-
bined two per-
sonal areas of 
interest - law 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
and motorcycle 
riding. Even more so because of the fo-
cus of this particular non-profit - raising 
awareness of sex trafficking as well as 
supporting the rehabilitation of survi-
vors. 
 More specifically, BATMS has estab-
lished a special partnership with the 
only long-term sex trafficking facility 
in the state of Mississippi that offers the 
special resources needed for successful 
rehabilitation. The long-term facility, 
A.K.A., The Tower, is based locally in 
Rankin County. 
 The Tower is a long term care and re-
hab (up to two years) facility. Its pur-
pose is to take survivors of sex traffick-

ing from nothing but the clothes on their 
back to receiving a GED, drivers license, 
Social Security card, and generally ac-
climate them to a normal life. Kristina 
McCool is the Operations Manager of 
The Tower, which is a subsection of the 
Center for Violence Prevention, also in 
Rankin County. They provide essential 
therapies such as equine therapy, yoga 
therapy, traditional one-on-one therapy, 
group therapy. Unfortunately, The Tow-
er is only able to accommodate adult 
survivors. 
 Currently, the State of Mississippi has 
no long term facility for juvenile vic-
tims. Nick explains that they must trans-
port all of the juvenile survivors out of 
state. Georgia, Texas, and Missouri are 
some of the surrounding states that can 
accommodate this need.
 Last year, the fledgling organization 
held their first main fundraiser to assist 
in a much-needed renovation of The 
Tower. The goal of the renovation was 
to double the bed space. Of the funds 

collected at their inaugural fundraising 
event, 100% were donated by MSBAT 
to The Tower. As of today, it is estimat-
ed the contractor will complete the work 
in April of this year. 
 Going forward, BATMS is commit-
ted to hosting one main fundraiser each 
year, with  90% of proceeds remaining 
in Mississippi and 10% going to inter-
national BAT to support survivors of in-
ternational sex trafficking. 
 Their next goal, and it is an ambitious 
one, is to help fund a much needed long 
term facility in the state of Mississippi 
for juvenile survivors. Currently, all ju-
venile survivors of sex trafficking must 
be transported out of state to receive the 
requisite therapies needed to heal. The 
Browns' wish is to provide the benefits 
of rehabilitation much closer to home.
 For more information visit Bik-
ers Against Trafficking Mississippi 
(BATMS) on Facebook. 
 Coming in March: What "BAT Missis-
sippi" is all about.

By Alexa Haik

Florence couple at the helm of "BATMS"

By Alexa Haik

Photos special to The Florence News

Ben Duncan, Youth 
Soccer BFC Champs 
U17

Special to The Florence News

Youth soccer.

Florence versus Richland.
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 In the spring following the shutdown, 
RCSD opened Internet access to their stu-
dents on all of their campuses. In the fall, 
working with principals and transporta-
tion directors, the school district was able 
to identify clusters of students who did 
not live near a RCSD school. 
 After identifying these clusters, they 
searched near those locations for business-
es, facilities or churches with sufficient 
parking capacity as potential hotspot lo-
cations per zone. RCSD principals then 
reached out to each, requesting permission.
 Some locations accepted, while others 
declined.
 In the interim, RCSD received funding 
from the Mississippi Legislature through 
House Bill 1788 to expand access to 
broadband Internet for their students. It 
was developed in the fall of 2020 from 
the Mississippi Department of Education 
(MDE) to be distributed to Mississippi 
school districts, in response to the ongo-
ing pandemic. Part of this funding was 
used to purchase community hotspots 
that would be located across the district 
for RCSD students to connect to WiFi.
 These hotspots are located at business-
es and churches where the business or 
church has agreed with RCSD to allow 
students to utilize their parking lot for the 
express purpose of completing school-
work on school issued devices. Parents 

have also been encouraged to accompany 
their student while at these locations.
 The hotspots are available to any RCSD 
student, and are only accessible on a 
RCSD device. A student with a RCSD 
device may access any hotspot location 
in the county.
 All of the school issued devices will 
automatically log-on to the community 
hotspot, no access code required. RCSD 

initially purchased twenty-four hotspots - 
fourteen of which are currently available 
to students. 
 Any Southwest Rankin business or 
church interested in volunteering as a 
hotspot must meet certain location re-
quirements. For further information, con-
tact RCSD at 601-825-5590. For a list of 
current location visit www.rcsd.ms/de-
partments/technology/hotspot-locations.
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RCSD announces new WiFi hotspot locations
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Pictured (l to r) are: Marcus Stewart and Brother Malcolm Pinion
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PPSD holding job 
fair this month

Special to SW Rankin News

 The 2021 Pearl Public School District 
(PPSD) Job Fair will be held on Friday, 
February 19. The event will be held 
from 3:30 p.m to 5:30 p.m. at Pearl High 
School, located at 500 Pirate Cove, Pearl. 
Administrators will be on site to discuss 
the following vacancies: certified teach-
ers (all grade levels and all content ar-
eas), assistant teachers, bus drivers, and 
cafeteria staff. Kelly Services will also 
be available for those interested in being 
a substitute in Pearl Schools.
 Participants are asked to bring a re-
sume and references. Teachers should 
also bring a copy of their Mississippi Ed-
ucator License or most recent transcript.
 Masks are required in all PPSD build-
ings, and social distancing rules will be 
followed.
 For more information about the job fair 
visit www.pearlk12.com or email jobs@
pearlk12.com.

Special to SW Rankin News 



February 2021 5Good News You Can Use

IN-PERSON SERVICES
Worship:

9:45 - 10:45 am
(Please register online or call the church.)

Florence Church of Christ
P.O. Box 277, 220 White Street, Florence, Ms 39073

Visitors are always welcome!

   
By J.T. Morgan

    When it comes to the matter of pardon or receiving the forgiveness 
of sins many will offer their feelings as evidence that they have been 
pardon or saved. However, feelings are not to be offered up as 
evidence of Divine pardon. The moral change that takes place in the 
lives of sinners is not pardon. Pardon takes place in the mind of God 
on behalf of sinners, not in them. (Jer. 31:31-34). Therefore, man 
cannot feel the act of pardon or forgiveness, for man cannot feel God 
forgave him. 
   Feelings are the result of faith and faith is the result of testimony or 
evidence. If the evidence which produces the faith and feelings if 
false, then the feelings are just as deceptive as the testimony that 
produced them. If one says he is saved because he already feels or 
believes he is saved may not be the truth. If the evidence is unreliable 
then the feelings are as well. False testimony made Jacob feel that 
Joseph was dead for more than twenty years. (Gen. 37:23-25; 
45:25-28). The apostle Paul before his conversion was in ignorance 
and unbelief of the truth and he felt it was right to persecute 
Christians. (Acts 23:1; 26:9-11; 1 Tim. 1:13: Gal. 1:13). 
   Many have been told that the Lord will pardon them the moment 
they become believers in Him, without any other act of obedience.  
Believing this to be true, those who become believers in Christ feel 
they are saved, but their feelings are deceptive because they are 
produced by false doctrine or false evidence and error.
   Those who are pardon have absolute evidence of their salvation. 
(Rom. 8:16). The Holy Spirit reveals the point at which the Lord has 
promised pardon as presented by inspired men. (2 Pet. 1:21). We 
should depend upon the promises of God. (1 Pet. 1:14). 
  The Holy Spirit, through His word, tells sinners to believe (Heb. 11:6; 
Jno. 4:24), repent of all sins (Lk. 13:3; Acts 2:38; 3:19), confess Jesus 
as the Son of God (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32) and be baptized “into 
Jesus Christ” for the “remission of sins” (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2;38; Rom. 
6:3-6; Gal. 3:27). Man’s spirit testifies if he has obeyed in accordance. 
This is the point at which salvation is promised. Those who comply 
with the conditions of pardon with the conditions of pardon given by 
the Holy Spirit are assured of pardon. Those who fail to come to this 
point have no evidence of salvation. If they feel that they are pardon 
without meeting those conditions their feelings deceive them.

Divine Evidence of Pardon

NAME AGE CITY DOD Funeral Home 

George Francis Bokros 84 Florence, MS  1/3/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Anita “Doris” Keifer 92 Florence, MS 1/3/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Mildred Davis McCoy 88 Florence, MS 1/4/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Timothy “Tim” McNair 66 Pearl, MS 1/5/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Thomas “Tom” Truitt 88 Florence, MS 1/10/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Anna R. Goode 82 Florence, MS 1/12/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

O. C. Walker 81 Florence, MS 1/13/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

George A. Hancock 79 Florence, MS 1/15/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Robert “Bobby” Thigpen 62 Florence, MS 1/16/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Stacy Windham 55 Richland, MS 1/17/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Judge Billy Ray Mangum 84 Richland, MS 1/20/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Pansey Cowart Pierce 84 Florence, MS 1/20/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Lorraine “Lori” Little 95 Florence, MS 1/21/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Mark Anthony Fonville 53 Florence, MS 1/22/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Ruby Velma Gipson 88 Richland, MS 1/24/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Peggy Sue Carlisle 59 Harrisville, MS 1/24/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Jessie Mae Bailey 89 Florence, MS 1/26/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Larry Keith Simmons 80 Brandon, MS 1/28/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Brenda Rogers Majors 72 Richland, MS 1/29/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
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Florentine Club distributes 
"goody bags" to local clinics

Photos special to SW Rankin News

RHS leadership award recipients announced

Sophomores Emily Bridges and Ben Bates were chosen for the October award.

Ninth graders Cierra Sheppard and Jordan Jones were chosen for the November 2020 award.

Eight graders Jaylen Bridges and Gavin Myers were chosen for the December 2020 award.

NOW HIRING
at Richland Location

APPLY ONLY AT
7570 S. Siwell Road, Byram

601-371-8255

 Each month, Richland High School 
(RHS) recognizes two students for ex-

emplary performance in academics, 
leadership and service.  The students are 
selected by teachers and announced to 
the student body.

Special to SW Rankin News 

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are: Kathy Hilton, Judy Webb, Jeannie Pittman, Betty Harpe, Dee Payne, Jessie Buckley, 
and Club President Diane Roberts. Not pictured Debi Gibson.

In-store o�er only.

 The GFWC-MFWC, Florentine Club 
of Florence met on January 15, 2021.  As 

a day of service in honor of Martin Lu-
ther King day, the club made goody bags 
and distributed them to Florence Family 
Clinic and South Rankin Family Clinic.

Special to SW Rankin News 
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Check out chandlerrealty21.com.
Our website is updated daily & designed
to assist You, the consumer, with a FAST
and CONVENIENT way to find your
perfect location.

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

Please contact
Chris McCoy at 
(601) 706-9237.

LET THE

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!

MS House Weekly Summary: January 2021
 
 Week of January 11, 2021
 This is the second week of the 2021 
Legislative Session.  Because it is early 
in the session, bills are still being drafted, 
so floor action has been light.  More than 
200 House bills have already been filed 
and referred to committees.  Bills must 
be passed out of committee before they 
are considered by the House. 
 The deadline for the introduction of 
general bills and constitutional amend-
ments is Monday, January 18, so many 
committees are waiting until all bills are 
filed to hold meetings.  Floor action will 
pick up next week as bills are brought out 
of committee.
 Governor Tate Reeves signed House 
Bill 1 into law in a ceremony on Monday, 
January 11, officially changing the state 
flag of Mississippi.  After the signing cer-
emony at the Two Mississippi Museums, 
Governor Reeves and members of the 
Commission to Redesign the Mississippi 
State Flag brought the flag to the Capitol 
and presented it to Speaker Philip Gunn 
and Lieutenant Governor Delbert Hose-
mann.  A large crowd of legislators, me-
dia members and others watched as the 

new flags were raised over each chamber 
of the Capitol.
 Week of January 18, 2021
 This is the third week of the 2021 Leg-
islative Session.  The deadline for in-
troducing general bills was on Monday 
night, and committees will now begin 
discussing these bills in meetings.  After 
Tuesday, February 2, no additional bills 
will be added to the House calendar for 
consideration.
 Speaker Philip Gunn announced 
new chairmanships of several 
House Committees: Insur-
ance Chairman: Hank Zuber 
(R-Ocean Springs); Bank-
ing and Financial Services 
Chairman: Jerry Turner 
(R-Baldwyn); Drug Poli-
cy Chairman: Lee Yancey 
(R-Brandon); Rules Chairman: 
Rob Roberson (R-Starkville); and 
Medicaid Vice-Chairman: Clay De-
weese (R-Oxford).
 The Speaker also announced new safety 
protocols that will be implemented start-
ing next week.  All committee meetings 
and sessions will happen via telecon-
ference, which will be available to the 
public on the Legislature website.  The 
House is scheduled to return to in-person 
sessions on Wednesday, February 3, after 

the deadline to pass bills out of commit-
tee.
 House Resolution 12, which was in-
troduced on Friday morning, creates a 
temporary House rule determining quo-
rum on meetings happening remotely. 
The resolution passed unanimously by a 
voice vote and makes it possible for the 
House to conduct business by teleconfer-
ence.
 Week of January 25, 2021

This is the fourth week of the 2021 
Legislative Session. Members 

worked diligently in commit-
tee meetings, as next Tues-
day’s deadline to have House 
Bills out of committee quick-
ly approaches. Last week, the 
House announced new proto-

cols, and all committee meet-
ings and sessions were moved 

online.  Despite a few technical dif-
ficulties early in the week, the virtual 
meetings proved to be a success.
 After Tuesday, February 2, no ad-
ditional general bills will be added to 
the House calendar for consideration. 
Members will return to meet in person 
in session on Wednesday, February 3 to 
discuss the bills that have made it out of 
their respective committees.  140 bills 
have made it out of committee thus far, 

and this number should increase before 
the deadline.
 On Tuesday, Governor Tate Reeves de-
livered his second State of the State ad-
dress before a Joint Session of the House 
and the Senate.  He discussed several 
topics important to Mississippians, in-
cluding COVID-19, education, work-
force development and the economy.
 Week of February 1, 2021
The fifth week of the 2021 Legislative 
Session proved to be the busiest thus far.
Committee meetings to discuss House 
bills wrapped up early in the week be-
cause of Tuesday’s general bills dead-
line. The House convened in person on 
Wednesday for the first time in two weeks 
to discuss the legislation that made it to 
the calendar. The bills that were consid-
ered dealt with a variety of topics.
 House Bill 997 would remove the 
Department of Revenue from being a 
wholesale distributor of alcoholic bev-
erages within the state and allow for 
wholesale permits to be issued to private 
companies. The Department of Revenue 
currently operates the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control warehouse in Gluckstadt.  
 The bill passed by a bipartisan vote of 
104-3 and has been sent to the Senate for 
consideration.

By Barrett Climer, House Information 
Officer for Mississippi House of 
Representatives

continued on page 10
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FHS athletes sign with local community colleges

Special to The Richland News

Florence High School (FHS) senior Cole Smith recently signed a letter of intent to play baseball for Hinds 
Community College in Raymond.  Cole is the son of Jennifer and Neil Smith. Pictured during his signing 
ceremony at FHS (l to r) are, front row: Cole Smith; and back row: FHS Assistant Baseball Coach Tony 
O'Hair, Assistant Principal Keith Reed, FHS Principal Tony Martin, Head Baseball Coach Josh Anderson, 
Assistant Baseball Coach Joal Rankin, and Assistant Baseball Coach Danny Nelson.

FHS senior Austin Robinson recently signed a letter of intent to play baseball for Hinds Community Col-
lege in Raymond.  Austin is the son of Angie and Chad Robinson. Pictured during his signing ceremony 
at FHS (l to r) are, front row: Austin Robinson; and back row: FHS Assistant Baseball Coach Tony O'Hair, 
Assistant Principal Keith Reed, FHS Principal Tony Martin, Head Baseball Coach Josh Anderson, Assis-
tant Baseball Coach Joal Rankin, and Assistant Baseball Coach Danny Nelson.

FHS senior Kade May recently signed a letter of intent to play baseball for Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College in Wesson.  Kade is the son of Ed and Hollie May. Pictured during his signing ceremony at FHS 
(l to r) are, front row: Kade May; and back row: FHS Assistant Baseball Coach Tony O'Hair, Assistant 
Principal Keith Reed, FHS Principal Tony Martin, Head Baseball Coach Josh Anderson, Assistant Base-
ball coach Joal Rankin, and Assistant Baseball Coach Danny Nelson.

The Florence High School Lady Eagles Softball Team had three seniors sign scholarships to play college 
softball. Gabby Hoffman (left) has signed to play with Jones County Junior College. Gabby is a Five-Time 
All District Shortstop who has started for the Lady Eagles since she was a seventh grader. She holds 
almost every career offensive, statistical record for FHS Softball. Jessie Broadwater (center) has signed 
to play with Meridian Community College. Jessie is a Three-Time All District Catcher, who has started 
for the Lady Eagles since she was a seventh grader. In 2019, she threw out 40% of all baserunners who 
attempted to steal and had a .387 batting average. Mattie Granberry (right) has also signed to play with 
Meridian Community College. Mattie is a Three-Time All District Second Baseman, who has started since 
she was an eighth grader. In 2019 she turned fifteen double plays and had a .378 batting average.
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 Barbara Jordan: American Hero was 
the book on the library shelf. Written in 
1998, by Mary Beth Rogers, it covers 
her life, from her birth on February 21, 
1936, in the Fifth Ward of Houston, Tex-
as, a poor section of the city, through her 
rise to prominence in the Texas Legisla-
ture from 1966 to 1972, followed by six 
years as the elected Representative from 
the 18th District of the State of Texas, to 
Washington, D.C., and through her final 
active years until her death in 1996.  
 Barbara Jordan was not pretty, but she 
was smart and had a special gift, an in-
credible speaking voice. Her Grandpa 
Patten believed Barbara could do what-
ever she wanted to do. Her father, Ben 
Jordan, who held his three daughters to 
high expectations, worked hard support-
ing his family with a regular warehouse 
job and also as a pastor at Good Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church. With help 
from her family, she studied law—not 

in Texas! She pursued a law degree at 
Boston University in Boston, Massachu-
setts, beginning 1956. Returning home 
in 1959, with her law degree, she passed 
the Texas bar exam in late fall. Already 
feeling the pull of politics; she set up a 
small law practice and plot-
ted her entrance into Texas 
politics.  
 She successfully won 
a seat as a Senator in the 
Texas State Legislature 
from her home district and 
remained there from 1966 
to 1972. Her time in Aus-
tin, was filled with many 
"firsts" for a Black wom-
an. People never forgot her 
powerful voice nor the aura 
of authority it gave her. She 
had just a hint of a Boston 
accent and could explain difficult polit-
ical concepts so that anyone could un-
derstand. In 1972, she won a seat in the 
United States House of Representatives 
as the Congresswoman from the 18th 

District of Texas. During six years in 
Washington, D. C., while she was work-
ing late into the night, she also traveled 
across the country giving speeches. 
 There were many interviews and ap-
pearances on television. She loved 

speaking on the Constitu-
tion of the United States 
of America, which she ad-
amantly believed to be the 
preeminent foundational 
document of the United 
States of America.  She 
once said that her most im-
portant goal was to "help 
all those people who did 
not think they had anyone 
who could or was willing to 
take up their causes, and so 
she fought hard for them," 
guided by the rule of law 

under the Constitution.
 In 1976, she made history by giving the 
keynote speech at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention, speaking for twenty 
minutes, interrupted often by exuberant 

applause. However, in the late 1970s, 
she was diagnosed with Multiple Sclero-
sis. Though she still worked on import-
ant issues in Washington, she became 
disillusioned with her physical inability 
to accomplish what she wanted to do. 
In 1979, she took a position as a much-
loved teacher at the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs at the University of Texas at Aus-
tin.  She also served as the L. B. Johnson 
Centennial Chair in National Policy, at 
that same University, from 1982 to 1996.  
 In 1992, Barbara Jordan was one of 
three Keynote speakers during the Dem-
ocratic National Convention, on July 13, 
1992, in New York City.  Her speech 
galvanized the conventioneers to a 
broader view of politics. Time, however, 
was running out. On January 17, 1996, 
Barbara Jordan died. Her funeral was at 
Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church, 
in the old Fifth Ward of Houston, Texas, 
the same church and community which 
grounded her development as a woman, 
a Christian, a politician, a Stateswoman 
and an American Hero.

By Beth Woodmansee for the Friends 
of the Richland Library     

February book report courtesy of FRL

Special to SW Rankin News

 A private Pesticide Applicator Training 
(PAT) will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 25, at the Rankin 
County Extension Office (RCEO). This 
Certificate allows the card-holder to buy 
and use or supervise the use of restrict-
ed pesticides for the purpose of produc-
ing agricultural commodities for a five 
year period. After an instruction session, 
participants take a twenty-five-ques-
tion multiple choice quiz and, if passed, 
will receive a Private Applicator Cer-
tificate. Interested persons must call
601-825-1462 or e-mail rankin@ext.
msstate.edu to register by the Mon-
day, February 22, deadline. The cost is 
$20 per person, check or money order. 
Registration is required due to the lim-
ited class size of ten participants due to 
COVID-19 indoor meeting restrictions.

 For those unable to meet in-person, the 
Pesticide Applicator Training and Test-
ing is also available online. The cost is 
$20 per person, payable online by credit 
card, debit card, or eCheck. This is the 
way most Certifications were renewed 
last year. Participants watch the training 
modules (two videos), pass a competen-
cy exam, and receive a Private Applica-
tor Certification from MDAC Bureau of 
Plant Industry. 
 Visit http://msuext.ms/agmes for more 
information on how to register and take 
the online training.

Special to SW Rankin News 

RCEO offers pesticide applicator training online

Special to SW Rankin News

 Registration is now open for the Eighth 
Annual College Savings Mississippi 
Art Contest. The contest will run from 
Monday, February 1, through Wednes-
day, March 31. Students from 
across Mississippi will be 
competing for over $3,000 in 
Mississippi Affordable Col-
lege Savings (MACS) schol-
arships by submitting an orig-
inal piece of art based on the 
theme, "What do you want to 
be when you grow up?"
 The contest is open to any 
Mississippi student from  pre-kinder-
garten to twelfth grade, whether in a 
classroom, through an after school pro-
gram, or by home-schooling. A $500 
Mississippi Affordable College Savings 
(MACS) scholarship will be awarded to 
the first place contestant in each of the 

following age categories: pre-kindergar-
ten through second grade; third through 
fifth grades; sixth through eighth grades; 
and ninth through twelfth grades.
 A second place prize of a $250 MACS 
scholarship and third place prize of 

a $100 MACS scholarship 
will also be awarded in each 
category. Students in PreK 
through second grade should 
submit their artwork on an 
official entry form. Students 
third through twelfth grades 
should submit their original 
8.5" x 11" artwork using a me-
dium of their choice. In addi-

tion to mailed in art submissions, online 
submissions will also be accepted. A 
completed registration form and photo-
graph of the child's work can be emailed 
to artcontest@treasury.ms.gov.
 For more information visit https://trea-
sury.ms.gov/artcontest/.

Special to SW Rankin News 
Registration now open for annual MACS contest

Special to SWRankin News
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Send resumes to Clay Mansell at:
claymansell@swrankinnews.com

 Another bill that would change alco-
hol laws was House Bill 1135. The bill 
would create a delivery service permit to 
allow the holder to contract for the de-
livery of alcoholic beverages from a li-
censed retailer to a consumer. HB 1135 
passed the House by a vote of 71-38.
 One greatly debated bill was House Bill 
1315. The bill would repeal occupation-
al licenses for art therapists, auctioneers, 
interior designers, funeral home direc-
tors and wigologists. Proponents of the 
bill noted that these professions pose no 
real threat to public safety and have no 
need for state regulation, while those op-
posed argued that this repeal would lead 
to a lack of oversight in these industries. 
HB 1315 passed by a vote of 74-36, and 
the bill is now being held on a motion to 
reconsider.
 House Bill 1302 was another source of 
much debate among House members. 
The bill would authorize optometrists 
who have passed educational require-
ments and have professional experience 
to perform certain procedures to treat eye 
diseases. Proponents of the bill stated 
that the proposed procedures are already 
being taught in optometry schools and 
are allowed in neighboring states. Oppo-
nents of the bill debated that these pro-
cedures should be performed by licensed 
physicians who specialize in ophthal-
mology. The bill passed 90-25 and has 
been sent to the Senate.

 House Bill 1303 would allow advance 
practice registered nurses, or nurse prac-
titioners, who have met certain experi-
ence requirements to practice primary 
care without a collaborative agreement 
with a licensed physician. The bill passed 
the House by a vote of 78-38.
 House Bill 122 would authorize ex-
pungement for up to three felony con-
victions if 15 years have passed since a 
person’s last felony conviction. Various 
felonies such as violent crimes, arson and 
trafficking would not be eligible for ex-
pungement. The bill passed by a vote of 
78-42 and is now being held on a motion 
to reconsider.
 A number of noncontroversial bills also 
passed through the House this week, 
including a bill naming the firing range 
at the MS Law Enforcement Officers’ 
Training Academy after Lieutenant Col-
onel Pat Cronin (HB 9); a bill autho-
rizing the sale of pseudoephedrine and 
ephedrine without a prescription (HB 
479); a bill authorizing the Department 
of Corrections to provide hospice care to 
terminally-ill patients (HB 1174); and a 
bill exempting law enforcement officers 
from concealed firearms permit fees and 
renewal fees (HB 886).
 Floor debate will continue on these 
general bills until the Feb. 11 deadline. 
After that, discussion will move to ap-
propriation and revenue bills, as well as 
bills originating in the Senate.

continued from page 7
MS House Weekly Summary: January 2021

 Following a year filled with doubt, un 
assurance, and loss, Opera Mississip-
pi offers hope for the new year and its 
new season. Featuring Maryann Kyle, 
soprano, and pianist, Michael Bunch-
man, Reminiscence will debut virtually 
on Sunday, February 14, 
on the Opera Mississip-
pi website and YouTube 
channel. This powerful 
program features music 
to remember, reflect, and 
to dwell on the past with 
a program to provide the 
audience a voyage through 
pain, memories, loss, love, 
and the faith that sustains 
us all. Though the concert 
is free, donations of at least 
$1 are encouraged to view 
the stream.
 With 2020 having been such a difficult 
year for everyone, both Kyle and Bunch-
man understand the need for this type of 
concert right now. 
 "Over the past year, we have seen so 
much uncertainty and unknowing in our 
country and around the world.  We have 
all lost something over the last year, and 
it is because of this why this concert was 
conceived," said Kyle. "We must remem-
ber that while we may be in dark times 
now, that was not and will not always 
be the case. We must reminisce on the 

times where we smiled, we hugged, we 
laughed, and we loved and know that we 
will be there once again." 
 Reminiscence is dedicated to a trea-
sured member of the arts community and 
dear friend of Kyle, Mr. William Russell, 
who has recently overcome cancer. 
 "William is the true embodiment of 

why this concert is so im-
portant," said Jay Dean, 
Artistic Director of Opera 
Mississippi. "We at Op-
era Mississippi are proud 
to have the opportunity to 
dedicate this performance 
to him and to share this 
with the many people who 
experience difficulty and 
make it through." 

Featuring music of 
Mahler, Gershwin, Luigi 
Zaninelli, and Stephen 
Sondheim, Reminiscence 

promises to bring back memories when 
music filled the air and audiences packed 
concert halls.  
 For more information on this con-
cert and the rest of the Opera Missis-
sippi season, visit operams.org or call 
(601) 960-2300 
 The annual John Alexander National 
Vocal Competition, the only national-
ly advertised music competition in the 
state, is designed to recognize and award 
outstanding vocalists in both opera and 
musical theatre.

Special to SW Rankin News 
Opera Mississippi offers virtual concert in February

Special to SWRankin News
Maryann Kyle
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Richland, MS 39218

RICHLAND
LOCATION

601-939-5007

4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

PEARL
LOCATION

601-939-3255

133 Center Street

HOPE YOU HAVE A HAPPY

Showcase a V-Day message, courtesy of M-Braves

Special to SW Rankin News

 Treat a significant other to the "Gift 
of Baseball" with the M-Braves Valen-
tine's Day Pack. For $30, the limited 
edition package includes: (4) M-Braves 
Flex Tickets that may be used for any 
2021 home game, plus a personalized 
message on one of the largest score-
boards in minor league baseball. Only 
forty of these limited edition packages 

are available.
 Each message comes with an accom-
panying digital photo sent via email. The 
messages will be displayed in a rotation 
on Valentine's Day, to be seen in per-
son, simply by driving by the M-Braves 
scoreboard on February 14. Messages 
will be displayed in the order in which 
they are received. To order a package, 
email david.kerr@braves.com or phone 
601-664-7607.

Special to SW Rankin News 

 With a few clicks on the computer or 
a quick scan of a QR code, Girl Scout 
Cookie fans can order cookies to be 
shipped directly to them.  
 Girl Scouts is making it possible for all 
consumers nationwide who don't already 
know a Girl Scout to purchase Girl Scout 
Cookies online for 
shipment to their 
doors. Beginning 
Monday, February 1, 
customers can enter 
their zip code into 
the Girl Scout Cook-
ie Finder at https://
www.gsgms.org/en/
cookies/find-cook-
ies.html  to find a 
local troop to purchase from through the 
Digital Cookie platform for direct ship-
ment or donation to local organizations. 
This additional contact-free method sup-
ports local girls while keeping their safe-
ty and skill building top of mind.
 "Like other people running small busi-
nesses, Girl Scouts are growing their 
cookie sale online to connect to consum-
ers who may be harder to reach during 
the pandemic, all while staying resilient 
and learning skills such as money man-
agement, goal setting, and customer ser-
vice," said CEO Becky Traweek. "We 
are excited to open virtual cookie booths 

beginning February 1 to customers who 
don't know a Girl Scout, so they can still 
support girls during this challenging time 
for all of us."
 Those interested can join Girl Scouts 
of Greater Mississippi by contributing 
to "Cookies for Heroes" by donating de-
licious Girl Scouts Cookies - the cookie 
varieties will be automatically selected. 

The donation will help them continue 
their tradition of service to local organi-
zations.                                     
 When a Girl Scout Cookie purchase 
is made, it helps the next generation of 
young female entrepreneurs get an im-
portant taste of what it takes to be suc-
cessful - teamwork, planning, and a 
positive attitude. Support the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program® by narrowing the en-
trepreneurship gap between women and 
men and nurturing a "go-getter" spirit 
while equipping a Girl Scout with skills 
for a lifetime.

Special to SW Rankin News 
Girl Scout cookies are now available digitally

Special to SW Rankin News
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In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment 
opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Franklin, Vice President of Instruction/Career & 
Technical Education, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

Three ways to visit! Campus Tours • VIP Visits • Virtual Admission Sessions
Come explore what Hinds has to offer!    •    hindscc.edu/ready

20212021......

Pearl ECEC students explore, learn

Pictured is student Lillian Chil-
dress making bear caves with 
different food items.

Andrik Tapia in Leigh Pope’s class at Pearl Public School 
District Early (PPSD) Childhood Education Center (ECEC) 
built a tower while exploring the block center.

Students in Candice Goff’s class enjoy their home 
living center. Pictured (l to r) are: Emilie Sherrod and 
Lillie McFarland.

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Students in Kaylee Von Kanel’s class practiced tracing, building, 
and independently writing their name. Pictured (l to r) are: Colton 
Hite, Faye Jackson and Maddie Matthews.

Students have the opportunity to earn stamps for 
making green choices during the school day. Ev-
ery other week, students can use the stamps they 
earned to shop from a selection of prizes in the 
Green Choices Store. Pictured is ECEC student 
Raelynn Williams cashing in her green stamps for 
a prize.

Students at ECEC wrapped up their teddy bear 
unit by making bear caves with different food 
items. Pictured is student Jayden Norwood.

Students in Candice Goff’s class created im-
ages and practiced the letter of the week, Ee, 
at the light center. Pictured from front to back 
are: Anika Valencia Zetina and Sterling Allen.

Students in Kaylee Von Kanel’s class played with clay 
at the fine motor center. Pictured (l to r) are: Tremaine 
Owens, Jaxson Courreges, Destinee Jones and Rey-
lee Edwards.
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EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

WIN $25!

WINNER FOR JANUARY...AJ OVERTON
CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                      Find it, write the advertiser’s name and 
the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated address. A drawing will be held to 
determine our winner from all correct entries received by February 25, 2021.  There will be one winner per each issue in 
which this contest entry form appears.  One entry per household per issue, please.

Allie Walters received Richland Junior High's (RJH) Teacher of the Month for October.

RJH celebrates staff, faculty

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Jessica Sanford received RJH's Staff Member of the Quarter for the first quarter.

 Select Mississippi State Parks offer 
discounted lodging rates to sportsmen 
during the hunting season. Many of the 
parks are conveniently located near 
Wildlife Management Areas and 
National Wildlife Refuges pro-
viding an affordable "hunt-
ing camp" experience.
 Discounted lodging rates 
will be offered to hunters 
through February 2021. 
Special Rates are as fol-
lows: cabin that sleep four or 
less - $50.00 / night; standard RV 
sites - $18.00 / night; and full RV sites - 
$20.00 / night.
 Participating State Parks include: 
Clarkco State Park (Quitman), George 
P. Cossar State Park (Oakland), Hugh 
White State Park (Grenada), J.P. Cole-

man State Park (Iuka), John W. Kyle 
State Park (Sardis), Lake Lincoln State 
Park (Wesson), Lake Lowndes State 
Park (Columbus), Legion State Park 
(Louisville), Leroy Percy State Park 
(Hollandale), Roosevelt State Park 

(Morton), Tombigbee State Park 
(Tupelo), Trace State Park 

(Belden), and Wall Doxey 
State Park (Holly Springs).
  Discounted rates will be 
applied for reservations 
made at qualifying Missis-

sippi State Parks. Hunters 
must show a valid Mississippi 

hunting license to qualify for the 
discounted rate. 
 For reservations made via 1-800-GO-
PARKS or www.mdwfp.com/parks, a 
refund for the discounted amount will 
be issued upon arrival (with proof of a 
valid Mississippi hunting license).

State parks offer "Hunter’s Special" 
Special to SW Rankin News

Richland cheerleaders perform in Orlando

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland High School (RHS) varsity cheerleaders pictured (l to r), are: Alyssa Grantham, Sydney Rags-
dale, and Mallory Chapman. They were chosen as UCA All-American Cheerleaders and recently per-
formed in Orlando at Universal Studios in the Varsity Spirit Spectacular.
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RevellHardware.com

 February is nationally known as Li-
brary Lovers Month. From Monday, 
February 1, to Sunday, February 28, all 
CMRLS libraries will take part in a Li-
brary Lovers Beanstack Reading Chal-
lenge. They challenge patrons to read 
at least one book during February and 
keep track of their reading on CMRLS’s 
Beanstack app. A drawing in each of 
four age groups (pre-
school, kindergar-
ten-fourth grade, teens 
[fifth-twelfth grade], 
and adult) will be 
held Monday, March 
1. The prize is a $25 
Walmart gift card, for 
each age group.
 Libraries and schools across the nation 
encourage their communities to visit 
the library during the month and read 
a target number of books. Participants 
may set their own target, but by keep-
ing track of their reading on the Bean-
stack app they will gain an entry into the 
drawing for each book that is read and 
tracked during February.
 Interested parties are encouraged to 
register for this challenge and keep 
track of the books read using the Bean-
stack app. Each book read gives partici-
pants an entry into the drawing for their 

age group. Books read may be logged in 
until Monday, March 1, at 8 a.m. A com-
puter-generated drawing will take place 
at 9:00 a.m. on March 1. If assistance is 
needed please contact CMRLS at 601-
825-0100 or custsvc@cmrls.lib.ms.us.
 To celebrate Library Lovers Month, 
and Valentine’s Day, The Florence Li-
brary will have a drawing in February. 
Visit the Florence branch and submit a 
story about "why I love the library" on 

one of their pre-cut 
hearts. The library 
will draw a winner 
Monday, February 22. 
The winner will re-
ceive a surprise gift. 
 The Florence Li-
brary staff selected 
the following books 

for February: adult book: The Notebook 
by Nicholas Sparks; young adult book: 
Forever by Judy Blume; juvenile book: 
Ivy Aberdeen's Letter to the World by 
Ashley Herring Blake and youth book: 
Love from the Very Hungry Caterpillar 
by Eric Carle.
 The Pearl Library staff recommends 
the following reading for 2021: Beach 
Read by Emily Henry; The Prophets by 
Robert Jones, Jr.; Detransition, Baby 
by Torrey Peters; Black Buck by Ma-
teo Askaripour; and Outlawed by Anna 
North.

Special to SW Rankin News 

February is "Library Lovers Month"

Special to SW Rankin News

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002


