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Paranormal mvestlgators seek to prove ghosts inhabit a Florence house

By Susie A. Wolfe

Alice Jackson is a typical Southern woman living in
a quiet neighborhood house in the outskirts of town.
She noticed unusual situations as they were building
the house in 1990 in the small Mississippi town of
Florence, population 4,866.

Jackson still lives in the house but doesn’t spend the
night there. She sleeps in another part of town.

The “ghost house” in the small town is called one of
the most haunted houses in America and has had two
documentaries filmed about it, The House In Between
in 2020 and The House In Between 2 in 2022. Local
TV Journalist Walt Grayson with WJTV-TV has done
a segment of his series, “Look Around Mississippi,”
on the house that is said to have proven paranormal
activity. In 2024, Unexplained Cases reported that the
house is “very haunted.”

There is a lot of interest in paranormal and ghosts,
said Jackson, which is why she says she partnered with
paranormal investigator Brad Cooney, who has helped
set up cameras and other devices like ground pene-
trating radar to catch and measure paranormal activity
twenty-four hours a day. He also arranges tours of the
“Haunted House,” since there is so much interest.

“We first found things missing when we were build-
ing it in 1990,” said Jackson. “Before, it was just a
field with wildflowers that our neighbor Erin Brown-
Smith, a Rankin County history teacher, researched to
find had once been a plantation, with the slave quar-
ters where the house was built.”

Once the house was finished, Jackson said the
whispers, voices, footsteps, lights going on and off,
loud sounds, balls rolling down the stairs, music
coming from the piano with no one there, and the
chandelier turning sideways began, all unexpected
and unexplained.

So Jackson let the psychics and paranormal experts
examine the house, and they heard and taped these
things happening in her house.

Cooney said the house has a different energy.

“There is something there.”

John Bullard has worked with Jackson for eighteen
years since 2008, utilizing his equipment to capture
voices of adults and children. They determined that
there were indeed once slave quarters behind the
house where people may have died and been buried.

The investigators tried to communicate with the
“spirits” or “energies” and have had documented re-
sults. They ask: “Do you want to be found?” They
report that all seem friendly except the “fierce” man
in the back bedroom. The researchers found he likes
to intimidate guests. They said that a man and wom-
an seem to always be there, but others seem to come
and go.

Jackson doesn’t stay at the house anymore, saying
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The “ghost house” on White Road in Florence is called one of the
most haunted houses in America, and two documentaries, as well
as television segments, have been filmed about the normal-looking
home.

there are too many odd things that were just too upset-
ting and frightening - strange light anomalies mostly,
back then. She says one that “was just the last straw
looked like a bright column of light that you could see
through, but, at the same time, it didn’t illuminate the
dark room around it.”

“I do think it’s the land and not the house itself,”
said Bullard. “But there are definitely some intelligent
spirits here, for sure.”

Bullard says he uses the term “intelligent” because
he’s been able to suggest things to be done, and, soon-
er or later, those things happen - like moving objects
or dolls falling over. He says most of the movements
happen when nobody is there in the middle of the
night. Bullard said it is one of the most active houses
he’s ever investigated anywhere.

“Basically, if I want to come out and test new tech-
nology, this is the location I come to do it at,” said
Bullard.

Things have changed over the last thirty-six years.
The house has become well known nationally in
paranormal circles, and Alice Jackson is still seeking
answers about the spirits there and how to commu-
nicate with them. The more famous the house has
become, the more she knows there are answers to be
found there.

There is a lot of interest in paranormal and ghosts, said house
owner Alice Jackson, which is why she partnered with paranormal
investigators Brad Cooney and John Bullard, who set up cameras
and other devices to catch and measure paranormal activity on the
stairs and around the house twenty-four hours a day. Pictured are
John Bullard (front) and Brad Cooney and Alice Jackson (back).
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Reed named MHS
Artist of the Month

- g
Special to SW Rankin News

Kaydann Reed was named McLaurin High School
(MHS) Art Department’s Artist of the Month for Decem-
ber. Mrs. Heard said that Reed arrives early ready to
work, works to her full potential, and even has time to
be a peer tutor to her surrounding classmates. She is a
member of MHS’ volleyball, basketball, softball, track,
and ROAR media. Her artist statement says she enjoys
art because it allows her to show her creative side and
be able to show a colorful side. It also allows her to
meet new people and see a different side of them. Reed
received art supplies, candy, and, in May, she will have
the opportunity to win “The Golden Paintbrush Award.”

Richrand-FIorence GC
makes fairy

gardens

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (I to r), are: January speaker Donna Beliech and Richland-Florence Garden
Club Vice President Gaynell Ainsworth, standing in front of the display of multiple
examples of fairy container gardens. The Club will be making their own fairy garden
soon.

Sills provides tables

Faal

Special to SW Rankin News

Florence High School junior Riley Sills recently com-
pleted an Eagle Scout project with Group 85, mostly
consisting of Florence High School students and his
dad, Kevin Sills. Together, they installed four new pic-
nic tables and refurbished five tables near the con-
cession stand at Eagle’s Stadium. School officials say
that Sills also serves as a “versatile offensive lineman
[who] excels in football and powerlifting.”
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RUE students win Spelling
Bee for their grade level
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Special to SW Rankin News

The Richland Upper Elementary (RUE) Spelling Bee winners for their grade pictured (I to r) are: Jor-
dan Zainz, third grade; Brileigh Doster, fourth grade; Yaz Al Ziyadi, fifth grade; and Malachi Jackson
sixth grade; with RUE Librarian Amanda Wooton. Brileigh Doster and Malachi Jackson went on to
compete at the district level, with Jackson winning second place at the district level.

South Rankin Rotary Club

recoghizes Grimes contribution

Special to SW Rankin News

The South Rankin Rotary Club presented Eddie and Sherri Grimes with the PolioPlus Society pin
and certificate, recognizing their dedicated support of Rotary’s top humanitarian priority: the global
eradication of polio. The PolioPlus Society celebrates Rotarians and friends of The Rotary Founda-
tion who commit to contributing a minimum of $100 annually to the PolioPlus Fund until the world
is certified polio-free. Club leaders say the Grimes’ commitment exemplifies Rotary’s core value of
Service Above Self. Pictured (I to r) are: Sherri Grimes, secretary; Eddie Grimes, club service chair;
and Bradley Bianca, club president.

OhhMy! Gifts and Things celebrates

sixteen years with

By Susie A. Wolfe

OhhMy! Gifts and Things, LLC, a
locally-owned boutique in downtown
Florence, celebrated its sixteenth anni-
versary on Saturday, February 7, 2026,
with a “Sweet Sixteen” community ap-
preciation event.

The come-and-go open house began at
10 a.m. and was open to the public. The
celebration focused on faith, gratitude
and community — values that the own-
ers say have guided the boutique since
opening its doors sixteen years ago.

Guests were invited to enjoy light re-
freshments, enter a special anniversary
giveaway and participate in a memory
wall sharing notes and well-wishes for
the next sixteen years. A brief kickoff
with prayer was held in the morning,
followed by a cake-cutting.

Owner Karen Forkin says the mile-
stone is less about the number of years
and more about the people who made
them possible.

“Sixteen years in business is a bless-
ing,” Forkin said. “This store has al-
ways been about relationships, com-
munity and supporting one another. We
wanted to take time to say thank you.”

OhhMy! Gifts and Things, LLC, spe-

community event

Special to SW Rankin News

OhhMy! Gifts and Things celebrated its six-
teenth anniversary on Saturday, February 7.

cializes in unique gifts, women’s ap-
parel and locally-made items, while
also supporting area artisans and small
businesses.

For more information, visit the store
in Florence at 103 East Main Street, or
follow OhhMy! Gifts and Things on
social media.

REVELL

OUTDOOR POWER

Schedule
Maintenance for
Your

Mower Now
(before the Spring rush!)

«

“| take my zero turn mower
back every year for service. It was
a great purchase and | know | can

count on Revell!! Gary and the

technicians at Revell are wonderful.
I highly recommend them!!!”

--Ricky Thompson

g
https://forms.off
ice.com/r/ELrNh

JPHrv

Gravely, SCAG, STIHL, Kress, Honda
www.revelloutdoor.com




