
 The City of Pearl is currently accept-
ing float and group applications for 
the 2021 Pearl Christmas Parade. This 
year's theme is "A Candyland Christ-
mas." The entry form deadline is Fri-
day, November 19, at 4 p.m.
 Floats, single vehicles, trucks and 
trailers, and marching/dancing groups 
are encouraged to apply. Each entry 
must supply the total length of their 
parade entry, the number of vehicles 
or marchers, and a brief greeting to be 
read by an announcer during the event. 
 A representative from each applica-
tion must attend the mandatory entrant 
meeting to be held Tuesday, November 
30, at 6 p.m., at the Pearl Senior Cen-
ter. 
 Each float must have four adults (two 
on each side) walking alongside the 
float to ensure spectators are standing 
outside of the parade route. The walk-
ers are also responsible for ensuring 
that no items (candy, beads, cups, etc.) 
are thrown to parade spectators. 
 All entries must take and keep the 
place assigned to them by the line-up 
staff. Entrant number must be placed in 
a visible area such as the dash or driver 

door. Each entry must have their as-
signed number at line-up arrival time. 
 All mounted entries will be placed in 
the back of the parade line-up and must 
provide a "pooper-scooper" to follow 
the entry, ensuring public safety and 
sanitation.
 All marchers, walkers and riders 
must remain with their unit, in their 
assigned position in the staging area, 
and proceed in a steady and continuous 
manner during the parade, maintaining 
a minimum of forty feet between en-
tries. 
 No entry may exceed sixty-five feet 
in length or fourteen feet in height.
 All entries must be operated in a le-
gal, safe and ethical manner in com-
pliance with law enforcement and the 
City of Pearl directions, and communi-
ty standards of good taste. Lewd, las-
civious behavior or profane music will 
not be tolerated and will be grounds for 
expulsion from the parade. 
 The consumption of drugs or alcohol 
by parade participants is strictly pro-
hibited.
 The City of Pearl has adopted “The 
Santa Claus” clause. This clause pro-
hibits any other float participant or 
entry to use any form of Santa Claus. 

Only one Santa Claus will be provided, 
presented, and established by the City 
of Pearl for the entire parade.
 In the event of an emergency, vehicle 
breakdown or equipment failure, en-
tries should be moved promptly away 
from or off of the parade route, so as 
not to impede parade traffic, spectator 
view or emergency vehicles. All issues 
of public safety rest expressly with the 
City of Pearl Police Department.

 The parade staging area will be at 
Bright Shopping Center, located at 
2405 US Highway 80 East. 
 Each entry is eligible to be judged 
and may stop and/or perform in front 
of the judges’ stand located on Old 
Brand Road at the Fallen Police Officer 
Memorial across from Pearl City Hall. 
There will be a maximum one-minute 
limit per performance. The judging 
categories this year are: Most Christ-
mas Spirit; Best “Candyland Christ-
mas” Spirit; Brightest Lights; Best 
Marching Unit; and Best Overall Float. 
 A Candyland Christmas will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. the evening of Saturday, 
December 4. The parade will begin at 
the City Hall Complex on Old Brandon 
Road. 
 Entrants may view and down-
load a copy of the official entry 
form at https://forms.cityofpearl.
com/212564975080056. Completed 
forms may be: mailed to City of Pearl, 
Attn. Stacy Smith, P.O. Box 5948, 
Pearl, 39288-5948; delivered to the 
Pearl Senior Center at 110 Valentour 
Road, Pearl, 39208; or emailed to Sta-
cy Smith at ssmith@cityofpearl.com. 
Call 601-863-3229 or email ssmith@
cityofpearl.com for more information.

Entry forms now being accepted for "A Candyland Christmas"
Special to The Pearl News

 Historically, Veterans Day is the na-
tion’s federal holiday observed annually 
on November 11, to honor those who 
have served in the United States Armed 
Forces. The United States Congress ad-
opted a resolution on June 4, 1926, re-
questing that President Calvin Coolidge 
issue annual proclamations calling for 
the observance of November 11 with 
appropriate ceremonies. 
 Consequently, a Congressional Act ap-
proved May 13, 1938, made November 
11 in each year a legal holiday, "a day 
to be dedicated to the cause of world 
peace and to be thereafter celebrated 
and known as 'Armistice Day.'" At the 
urging of major U.S. veteran organi-

zations, Ar-
mistice Day 
was renamed 
Veterans Day 
in 1954.
 In the same 
spirit, Pearl 
High School 
(PHS) will 
present its 
annual Vet-
erans Day 
Program, Thursday, November 11, at 
9:30 a.m., in the William H. Dodson 
Performing Arts Center, located at 500 
Pirate Cove in Pearl. All local veterans 
are invited to attend and will be recog-
nized during the program. A reception 
will be held in the PHS library following 

the program 
to further 
honor the 
veterans in 
attendance.

The thir-
t y - m i n u t e 
program will 
include music 
p e r f o r m e d 
by the PHS 
choir  and 

band, a local veteran speaker, as well 
as a reception with cake and punch. 
The ceremony will include a calling 
out of names of the attending veterans. 
The program will conclude with a song 
entitled "Salute to the Armed Forc-
es." This medley includes the Armed 

Services songs for each branch of the 
military, where the men and women in 
attendance who have served and/or are 
serving in the military will have an op-
portunity to stand and sing their military 
branch’s song.
 As PHS Choral Director Angie Rawls 
explains, "We hope to not only honor 
these precious service men and wom-
en, but also to enlighten the younger 
generation. They need to know and 
hopefully grasp the importance of 
what these veterans have done for 
them."
 For veterans and family interested 
in attending this year’s event, Rawls 
asks that they provide name, rank, and 
branch of service in advance via email 
to arawls@pearlk12.com.

Special to The Pearl News

Special to The Pearl News 

Pearl High School honors local veterans with annual program

Special to The Pearl News 
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 The Richland Community Center 
(RCC) is currently accepting vendor 
applications for the eighth annual To-
tally Locally Christmas Market, sched-
uled for Saturday, December 11, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This year’s event is 
sponsored by the City of Richland and 
the Richland Economic Development 
Association (REDA), who encourages 
everyone to shop local.
 Christmas-themed merchandise is 
on high demand, as well as arts and 
crafts, concessions and boutique shop-
ping items. Prohibited items include: 

alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, 
vaping products, or give-aways.
 The cost for a sin-
gle display, which 
includes a single 
10-foot by 10-foot 
booth, is $50. Ven-
dors may purchase 
multiple booths. RCC 
will provide one table 
and chair per booth. 
Free-standing props 
are allowed, but no 
banners or other items 
may be hung, taped or pinned to the 
walls. Peg boards, racks and shelving 

units are also allowed at the market, 
but not provided. Electricity is avail-

able on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.

The space for the 
market can accom-
modate up to for-
ty-five displays, and 
applications will be 
accepted as long as 
space remains avail-
able. The deadline for 
vendor application is 
Friday, November 19, 

and organizers say spaces are filling up 
fast.

 Vendor setup is scheduled for Friday, 
December 10, from noon until 7 p.m. 
Doors will open to vendors Saturday, 
December 11, at 6:30 a.m. Vendors 
must complete setup by 8:30 a.m.
 The City of Richland asks that all 
vendors park at the north end of the 
building, which will be reserved ex-
clusively for vendor parking.
 Applications are available upon re-
quest by: contacting Kristina Jordan, 
the RCC Coordinator, at 601-540-
0820; visiting the Richland Commu-
nity Center at 410 E Harper Street in 
Richland; or emailing kjordan@rich-
landms.com.

 At the present time, Richland May-
or’s Youth Council (Richland MYC) is 
preparing for a much-anticipated trip to 
Washington D.C. slated for spring 2022. 
Part of this preparation includes collect-
ing the much-needed funding to make 
it a successful journey. To that end, 
Richland MYC is currently raffling off 
a $3,000 Disney trip. Stephanie Ward, 

the Richland MYC sponsor, is oversee-
ing all of the preparations and activities 
surrounding the event, as she has done 
faithfully in the past.
 This year, Richland MYC will also be 
partnering with the City of Pearl’s May-
or’s Youth Council, allowing members 

of both youth organizations an oppor-
tunity to visit many of the locations of 
national and historic significance.
 The Monday through Friday trip will 
begin the last Monday in May and run 
until Friday, June 2, 2022. They will 
travel by way of a chartered bus and, 
once arriving at the destination, attend 
scheduled activities as a group. The 
agenda is packed full of historic stops, 
including: the Washington Monument, 

the Smithsonian, the Vietnam War Me-
morial, the White House, Washington’s 
home on the Potomac, and, hopefully, 
Ford’s theatre, the famous location of 
President Abraham Lincoln’s assassina-
tion. The agenda also includes a special 
visit to the World War II Memorial for 

a wreath laying ceremony, where the 
group will converge on the Mississippi 
section of the Memorial to lay a wreath. 
 Ward says that the main purpose of the 
trip is to allow members of the youth 
council to have a personal experience of 
our nation’s history. 

"You can learn things from a book and 
from hearing from a teacher, but actual-
ly seeing it brings a whole new light to 
it. You get a different perspective."
 The deadline to purchase tickets is 
Tuesday, November 30. The cost per 
raffle ticket is $10 and may be pur-
chased at the Richland Mayor’s Office 

from Stephanie Ward, or, any Richland 
MYC member attending the trip, or on-
line at www.mayorsyouthcouncilraffle.
com. To purchase raffle tickets online, 
use RMYC code: RMYC. 
 The drawing will be held on Friday, 
December 10, on Richland MYC Face-
book live. Ward will contact the winner 
directly to provide an official notifica-
tion. The winner will receive a $3,000 
travel voucher with Magnolia Travel 
Group in Madison.
 For more information, contact Steph-
anie Ward at the City of Richland May-
or’s office at 601-420-1530.

Special to Richland News

Richland MYC "Disney Trip Raffle" underway to fund DC trip

Call for vendors: Totally Locally Christmas Market 2021
Special to Richland News

Special to The Richland News
2016 Richland Mayor’s Youth Council trip to D.C.

Special to The Richland News

2019 Washington D.C. trip Previous Richland MYC Washington D.C. trip.
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 "We have been prepping our show, the 
'Greatest Showman,' since mid-July…
working on it daily," says Band Director 
Beau Robinson. And it was due to this 
dedication and commitment that Flor-
ence’s Big Red Band secured an overall 
superior rating at the MHSAA’s State 
Marching Band Evaluation held in Oc-
tober. 
 Where did flexibility and resilience 
come into the picture? Robinson ex-
plains that, "We don’t have a [practice] 
space currently…if you have driven 
past Florence High School (FHS) the 
past year, there is a lot of construction 
going on, and we currently don’t have 
a band hall, [or] a practice field, either." 
With the bond issue for Rankin County 
School District that passed a few years 
ago, Florence High School has been in 
the processes of improvements, which 

will include a brand new band hall. 
 It would have been easy, Robinson 
says, for the band to shirk responsi-
bility…no band hall, no practice field 
and all of the complications that have 
arisen since the onset of COVID-19, 

and go home with the easy scores. But 
the band director wanted to push the 
kids past whatever excuses they could 
easily come up with. The result? This 
year’s show was competitive, perhaps a 
bit more competitive than some of the 

neighboring schools. 
 The Big Red Band was able to secure 
the superior scores using a shed as a 
covered rehearsal spot and a parking lot 
as their practice field. That said, receiv-
ing those ratings was a big morale boost 
for the kids, who were coming off a year 
where the COVID-19 pandemic pre-
vented the band from competing at all. 
 The students, faculty, and staff of FHS 
continue to patiently await a new fine 
arts facility. Eventually, it will include 
ten classrooms, science labs, and a mul-
tipurpose room, as well as a band hall 
and a choir room. 
 Robinson looks to the future with en-
thusiasm: "Our band hall will be fantas-
tic once the construction is done!" 
 The new FHS facility is expected to be 
completed by March 2022. In the mean-
time, they will practice patience, mak-
ing due with what they have. Practice, 
practice, and more practice. 

Flexibility, resilience, hallmarks of Florence’s Big Red Band
By Alexa Haik

 The paranormal has been a popular 
phenomenon for years and years, but 
no one expects it to show up in their 
own hometown, let alone in their own 
home. Alice Jackson owns a residence 
in Florence, and her home is the cen-
terpiece of the movie The House in Be-
tween, available to stream on several 
platforms. Her home, located right in 
the heart of Florence, has been docu-
mented for over ten years with unex-
plainable occurrences happening. 
 The house is a basic A-frame house, 
built in the early 1990s. Jackson ex-
plains that she has lived in the home 
for many years, and the unexplainable 
occurrences began happening during 
the construction of the home. 
 The movie, released in 2020, shows 
unexplained events that occur inside 
the home. The entire home was wired 
with cameras, both inside and out, to 
capture the events. Phenomena cap-
tured include a baseball that mysteri-
ously rolls down the stairs when no one 

is around, doors 
that open and close 
on their own, and 
lights that turn 
themselves off and 
on. Brad Cooney, 
an investigator in 
the home, along 
with John Bull-
ard and Jackson, 
brought in con-
tractors to test if 
the foundation was 
level, electricians 
to test the lights, 
and physics ex-
perts, all to try and 
get an explanation 
for these occur-
rences. The house 
is level, the electri-
cian gave an all clear, and the physics 
professionals were stumped. Also in 
the movie are electronic voice phe-
nomenon, or EVP, documentations. 
 During a recent visit to the home, I 
was able to witness the camera setups, 

the wiring, meet Alice Jackson and 
Brad Cooney, as well as see documen-
tation not included in the movie. Jack-
son showed an EVP recording where 
Cooney was being extra pushy one day, 
and a voice with a different accent al-
together clearly says, "He wants us to 

turn off the lights." She also showed a 
video of her grandson, George, sitting 
in the recliner of the dining room ask-
ing for the lights to turn off, then they 
mysteriously did. Jackson also has 
photobooks of orbs, which are small, 
usually circles, unexplainable specs of 
lights in photographs. 
 The cameras are still up in the house 
and recording twenty-four hours a day. 
A monitor sits in a back room to view 
outside cameras, and another monitor 
remains in the dining room to view in-
side cameras. A stuffed animal is sitting 
on one of the beds, and a doll carriage 
sits at the top of the stairs, with camer-
as pointed at both. The baseball is even 
sitting on the stairs, just waiting to be 
moved yet again. Cooney and Jack-
son want everyone to know there is 
absolutely nothing demonic about the 
home; there is no ill-will or ill inten-
tions, and, although a little unexplain-
able, they are continuing to research 
and document their findings. 
 The movie might have ended, but this 
house has much more to uncover.

The House in Between showcases a mysterious home in Florence
By Kerri Roberts

Special to The Florence News
The Jackson home.

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Jana Len Jones, Avery Roberts, Gracey Smith, Charity Gosnell and P.J. Crawford; middle 
row: Cody Holliday, Jacob Connor, Brett Hutchinson, Colton Reide, Alisha Herniman, Cheyenne Humphrey, Josye Me-
teer and Madelyn Craig; and back row: Tanner Rorie, Annabel Taylor, Ashton Senger, Ali Peters and Chloe Bondurant.

Special to The Florence News
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 Select Mississippi State Parks will of-
fer special lodging rates to sportsmen 
during the 2021-2022 hunting season. 
Many of Mississippi’s parks are conve-
niently located near Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas and National Wildlife Ref-
uges, providing an affordable "hunting 
camp" experience. The Hunter's Spe-
cial is offered through the end 
of February 2022. Hunters 
must show a valid hunting 
license to qualify for the spe-
cial rate.  
 Participating Mississippi 
State Parks include: Clarkco 
State Park (Quitman), 601-
776-6651; George P. Cos-
sar State Park (Oakland), 
662-623-7356; Hugh White 
State Park (Grenada), 662-
226-4934; J.P. Coleman State 
Park (Iuka), 662-423-6515; 
John W. Kyle State Park 
(Sardis) 662-487-1345; Lake 
Lincoln State Park (Wesson) 
601-643-9044 Lake Lowndes 
State Park (Columbus), 662-
328-2110; Legion State Park 

- 662-773-8323, Roosevelt State Park 
(Morton), 601-732-6316; Tombigbee 
State Park (Tupelo), 662-842-7669; 
Trace State Park (Belden), 662-489-
2958; and Wall Doxey State Park (Hol-
ly Springs), 662-252-4231.
 For more information, call the lo-
cal park manager at the number listed 
above, or by email to janice.scalf@
wfp.ms.gov.

MDWFP Hunter's Special 
open for 2021-2022 season
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Brandon Psychiatric Clinic

Our Goal
Services Offered

Common Disorders Managed

To Assist Every Individual to Unleash Their Mind’s Full Potential and Achieve Optimal Mental Health.

8:00 - 4:00

Richland schools' bus 
drivers honored by City

Special to SW Rankin News

National Bus Safety is recognized the third week of October each year. This year, the City of Richland, 
Richland Mayor’s Youth Council, and Richland schools worked together to recognize several of Rich-
land’s bus drivers at the October 18 city board meeting. Pictured (l to r) are: Lisa Hamilton, Mayor Pat 
Sullivan, Robin Holder, Shelsea Buckhaulter and Alderman Matt Quick. Not pictured is Taylor Sutherland.
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HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002

RHS names Students of The Month

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland High School (RHS) recently named the September 2021 Students of the Month. These stu-
dents are nominated and selected by their teachers for such qualities as dependability, attitude, leader-
ship, attendance, and classwork. September 2021 Students of the Month pictured (l to r) are, front row: 
Ruff Sanford, Maddison Phillips and Jade Nikolaisen; and back row: Amyia Whitehead, Emily Bridges 
and Logan Weber.

PLE fall student activities

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Lower Elementary (PLE) students learned to identify the Sol-fege hand signs and coordinating 
colors. This activity is a review of previous learned knowledge and practice. Soon these students will 
be playing color-coded instruments and songs. Pictured (l to r) are: Ridge Taylor, Olivia Parker, Kyleigh 
Seals and Christopher Rainey.

PLE students in Ada Sawin's first-grade class wrote words that begin with the letter h on hearts. Pictured 
(l to r) are, front row: Madelyn French, Andrew Hill, and Chloe Martin; middle row: Aiden Jolley, Kennedy 
Williams, Madisyn Bullock, Riley Price and Diego Baten Batz; and back row: Jayden Knight, Kyler Force, 
Zoey Stapleton, Ivey Johnson, Wallace Shemwell, Edgar Diego-Reyes and Masen McKenzie.

Students in Jessi Monts' kindergarten class at PLE practiced writing the alphabet in shaving cream to 
reinforce letters and sounds. Pictured (l to r) are: Merida Vanderford, Riley Dixon, Maverick Vanderford, 
Bryson Crockrell and Jomari Veliz Gonzalez.

Lori Curlee's first-grade students learned about multisyllabic words during morning group time. Pictured 
clockwise from the top left are: Curlee, Aria Roper, Dalton Kelly and Kenlei Starks.
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•  KNOW GOD                          •  FIND FREEDOM                   •  DISCOVER PURPOSE                 •  MAKE A DIFFERENCE

2136 US 49, Florence, MS 39073  •  Visit us online at: RestorationMS.org  •  Follow us on Facebook: RestorationChurchMS

Sunday Service 10AM (In Person)
LIVE streamed Facebook & Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/user/restorationweb

Youth Ministry | Children’s Ministry  |  Small Groups

Worship experience monthly on 
1st Wednesdays 6:30PM

ROBBIE & KAILEY SWINDLE
STUDENT PASTORS

LARRY & TERRI PATE
LEAD PASTORS

FREDDIE & DEBRA BROWN
FOUNDING PASTORS

 It has always seemed a sad commentary on human nature that we have to 
organize a holiday to encourage people to be thankful. Doesn’t it seem reasonable 
that if we were genuinely grateful for all that God has given us, we wouldn’t need to 
mark it on the calendar? For example, “This is the Fourth Thursday in November, 
be sure to thank God today.” Unfortunately, we are forgetful creatures. We have to 
be poked and prodded and constantly reminded to do the very things we should be 
eager to do! We have birthdays, so we don’t forget to tell people at least once per 
year that we’re glad they are alive. We have anniversaries to compel us to tell our 
spouses at least once each year that we love them! We have national holidays that 
nudge us one day out of every 365 to acknowledge important historical days and 
events such as, our country (Independence Day), our leaders (Presidents’ Day), 
our honored dead (Memorial Day), and our jobs (Labor Day). If we didn’t have 
these annual reminders, we would let some of these things slip until one day we 
would forget them completely.
  The Bible teaches us that true gratitude has a price: “Let them sacrifice the 
sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works with rejoicing” (Psa.107:22). At 
first glance, that command may seem peculiar to us. “Sacrifices of Thanksgiving? I 
thought we were thankful because we don’t have to sacrifice.” But the truth is that 
when we are thankful as we should be, we will be “moved” to sacrifice. In the first 
century of the church, the Christians in Macedonia were very poor. Yet, when they 
heard about the desperate material needs of suffering saints in and around 
Jerusalem, the Macedonian Christians enthusiastically pleaded with Paul to take 
their offering to Judea for the benefit of their brethren in Christ. Paul was amazed 
that people so poor themselves would be eager to give from their meager 
substance to help others. (2 Cor.8:2). Paul instructed the wealthy Corinthian church 
to follow the Macedonians’ example, telling them that gift-giving demonstrates 
gratitude: “For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the 
saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God”. (2 Cor.9:12). 
True thanksgiving promotes liberality in every facet of our lives. If we are thankful 
for our bodies, we use our good health to labor for the Lord (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
If we are thankful for our material goods, we apply them to Christ’s service, as good 
stewards (1 Pet.4:9-11). If we are thankful for our families, we devote ourselves to 
encouraging them in the ways of righteousness (Eph. 6:4). If we are thankful for the 
gospel of God’s grace and salvation, we sacrifice what is necessary for others to 
hear it and live (1 Cor.9:6-9).
   Our attitude of thanksgiving should be like that of the Psalmist when he said, 
“Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise be thankful unto him and bless his 
name. For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endures to all 
generations” (Psa. 100:3-5).    

Sacri�ces of �anksgiving

NAME AGE CITY DOD Funeral Home 
Roger Dale Smithhart, Sr. 71 Richland, MS 10/2/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Hubert David Covington 76 Richland, MS 10/4/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Michael “Mickey” Griffith 71 Florence, MS 10/4/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
William “Bill” Brooks, Jr. 71 Florence, MS 10/5/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Eddie Smithson Courtney 69 Monterey Comm. 10/5/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
James Richard Howell 54 Florence, MS 10/6/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
William “Bill” Bohrn 97 Richland, MS 10/9/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Betty Catherine Welch 67 Harrisville, MS  10/10/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Barbara Tabor Goode 70 Raymond, MS 10/11/2021 Chancellor Funeral home
Gary Paul Mitchell 64 Florence, MS 10/11/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Thomas “Tom” Bradshaw 53 Florence, MS 10/11/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Shirley Ann Palmer 69 Florence, MS 10/12/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kenneth “Ken” Watkins 50 Braxton, MS 10/13/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Timothy “Tim” M. Stogner 75 Florence, MS 10/13/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Janet “Jan” Marie 
Summerlin-Smith
James “Jimmy” Carr King 64 Brandon, MS 10/15/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Peggy Jean Phillips 82 Richland, MS 10/18/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Mary “Lynn” Higgins 52 Richland, MS 10/21/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Rodger Clayton Walker 69 Florence, MS 10/22/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kathy Lynn Overstreet 60 Florence, MS 10/24/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Emma Jean Farmer 84 Braxton, MS 10/24/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kenneth “Ken” Townsend 59 Florence, MS 10/25/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Penny Buckley 49 Harrisville, MS  10/29/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

Discover the Pearl presented to Florence Library

Special to SW Rankin News

The Florentine Club recently presented the Florence Public Library with the book Discover the Pearl. 
Abby Braman of Pearl River Keepers contributed to the book and was the guest speaker at a spring Flo-
rentine meeting, where conservation was the topic of discussion. Pictured (l to r) are: Kathy Hilton, Betty 
Harpe, Library Branch Manager Kimberly Ollison and Dee Payne.

 63 Florence, MS 10/13/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
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PJHS announces Staff Member, 
Teacher of the Month

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Junior High School (PJHS) recently announced that Nurse Kelley Smith is the Staff Member of the 
Month for August. Nominations are open to all staff members, and recipients are chosen based on vari-
ous criteria. Pictured (l to r) are: PJHS Assistant Principal Dennis Philebar, PJHS Assistant Principal Tim 
Jackson, Staff Member of the Month Smith, PJHS Principal John Wallace and PJHS Assistant Principal 
Chris Lee.

PSS gears up for the holidays
 Pearl Senior Services (PSS) is offering 
a festive line-up of scheduled activities 
for the months of November and De-
cember. To kick things off, on Tuesday, 
November 16, at 10 a.m., is Deco Mesh 
Angel. Participants will be instructed 
on how to create a mesh angel. The cost 
is $5 and is due at sign-up. All those in-
terested in attending must pre-register 
with PSS. Space is limited.
 

On Thursday, November 18, at 1 p.m., 
PSS will host their monthly Birth-
day Bingo, where attendees celebrate 
birthdays with an entertaining game of 
bingo. Participants must sign up in ad-
vance. Space is limited.
 Monday, November 29, at 1 p.m., PSS 
will host a viewing of 
Dolly Parton’s Coat 
of Many Colors. The 
movie is based on the 
inspiring true story 
of living legend Dol-
ly Parton’s remark-
able upbringing. This 
o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e 
movie special takes place inside the 
tight-knit Parton family as they struggle 
to overcome devastating tragedy and 
discover the healing power of love, faith 
and a raggedy patchwork coat that help 
make Parton who she is today. The film 
is set in the Tennessee Great Smoky 
Mountains in 1955. It is neither a biop-
ic, nor a musical about Dolly’s whole 
life and performing career, but rather a 
family-oriented faith-based story about 
the incidents in her and her family’s life 
around the time she was nine-years-old. 
 Also in November, PSS hosts Be a 
Santa to a Senior. Patrons are asked to 
give back this holiday season and bring 

joy to local senior adults who may be 
alone during the holiday season. Those 
interested in signing-up may visit the 
Pearl Senior Center and select a senior’s 
wish list. All gifts must be returned un-

wrapped with an ornament attached no 
later than Friday, December 3, by 4 p.m.
 Save the date for Thursday, Decem-
ber 9, at 6:30 p.m. PSS will be hosting 
a special Christmas Dinner to replace 
the regular monthly luncheon.
 Weekly activities are also scheduled in 
the month of November, including Mon-
day’s line-up of: 8 a.m. Men’s Coffee; 
9 a.m. Senior Power Fitness; and 10 
a.m. Spanish Class. Tuesday’s line-up 
includes: 8 a.m. Bible Study followed 
by 9 a.m. Chairobics. On Wednesday, 
November 17, the schedule includes: 9 
a.m. Senior Power Fitness; 12 noon In-
termediate Line Dance; 1 p.m. Begin-
ner Line Dance; and 1 p.m. Crochet. 
Thursday, November 18, includes two 
activities at 1 p.m. – a game of Bridge 
and "Hand and Foot." And finally, a 9 
a.m. Walkout Workout is scheduled 
for Friday, November 12 and 19.
 Pearl Senior Center will be closed 
Thursday, November 11, for Veterans 
Day; and Thursday, November 25, and 
Friday, November 26, for the Thanks-
giving holiday.
 PSS has also announced a few oper-
ational changes, beginning in January 
2022: monthly luncheons and Birthday 
Bingo are moving to Tuesdays; Chairo-
bics is moving to Thursdays; and, due to 
rising food prices, the luncheon tickets 
will increase from $5 to $6. 
 The Pearl Senior Center is located at 
110 Valentour Road in Pearl. The hours 
of operation are Monday through Fri-
day, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.
 For more information about these and 
other upcoming events, contact Pearl 
Senior Services at 601-863-3229.

Special to SW Rankin News

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

WIN $25!*

WINNER FOR OCTOBER...SUE LIVINGSTON
CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                      Find it, write the advertiser’s name and 
the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated address.  A drawing will be held to determine 
our winner from all correct entries received by November 25, 2021.  There will be one winner per each issue in which this 
contest entry form appears.  One entry per household per issue, please.

PJHS recently announced the teacher of the month for August is Amanda Wright. Nominations are open 
to all teachers, and recipients are chosen based on various criteria. Pictured (l to r) are: PJHS Assistant 
Principal Dennis Philebar, PJHS Assistant Principal Tim Jackson, Wright, PJHS Principal John Wallace, 
and PJHS Assistant Principal Chris Lee.
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Check out chandlerrealty21.com.
Our website is updated daily & designed
to assist You, the consumer, with a FAST
and CONVENIENT way to find your
perfect location.

 The Fourth Annual University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center (UMMC) Fam-
ily Advisory Support Team (F.A.S.T.) 
Holiday Wreath Fundraiser is 
here. The event is a yearly 
fundraising endeavor of 
F.A.S.T. All UMMC de-
partments, as well as local 
businesses, groups and 
friends from the commu-
nity, are invited to partici-
pate in decking the halls and 
walls of Mississippi’s only chil-
dren’s hospital for the holiday season in 
one of two ways. 
 First, applicants may deco-
rate and donate an artificial 
wreath, keeping the fol-
lowoing important specifi-
cations and restrictions in 
mind:
 Each department, busi-
ness, group or communi-
ty member is responsible for 
obtaining their own resources for the 
project. Wreath donations should be a 
standard twenty-four inch artificial/man-
made wreath containing no lights. The 
following are prohibited due to hospital 
regulations and restrictions: paper items; 
plush items (such as stuff animals, etc.); 
real/natural materials (such as grapevine, 

pinecones, dried leaves or flowers); real 
lights; and grapevine wreaths. Because 
the wreaths will be on public display in 
hospital hallways, F.A.S.T. will not be 
responsible for any damages to entries. 

  A second way to participate is by sup-
porting and sharing. 

  In addition to decorating the 
hospital, all wreaths will be 
open for bidding on the Deck 
the Halls and Walls of Chil-
dren’s of Mississippi Facebook 

page from Friday, December 3, at 
8 a.m. through Thursday, December 

9, at noon.
 Each wreath will have a donor card 
attached upon drop-off before being dis-

played in the hospital. A photo of each 
wreath will also be placed on the 
Facebook page for auction. 
  Winning bidder pick-up will be 
Monday, December 13, 10 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. at the Sanderson 

Tower entrance. 
   The Children’s Family Advisory 

Support Team (F.A.S.T.) is comprised 
of patient family members and Children’s 
of Mississippi staff seeking to enhance 
delivery of patient and family centered 
care, through collaboration between 
families, staff, providers, and administra-
tion, and to assist patient families.
 Contact F.A.S.T. on the Facebook event 
page for further information.

Deck the Halls and Walls of Children’s of MS
Special to SW Rankin News

EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

Florence Middle School honors 
monthly award winners

Photos special to SW Rankin News

The September FMS sixth-grade Student of the Month 
award winner is Malachi Byrd. Pictured (l to r) are1: FMS 
Head Principal Keith Reed and Byrd.

The September FMS seventh-grade Student of the 
Month winner is Sophie Quibodeaux. Pictured are FMS 
Head Principal Keith Reed and Quibodeaux.

The September FMS eighth-grade Student of the Month winner is Khamari Mangum. Pictured (l to r) are: FMS Assis-
tant Principal Brock Sistrunk, Mangum, FMS Assistant Principal Kelsey Williams and FMS Head Principal Keith Reed.

The September Teacher of the Month at Florence Middle School is Brittany Eaves. Pictured (l to r) are: FMS Head Princi-
pal Keith Reed, FMS Assistant Principal Kelsey Williams, Eaves and FMS Assistant Principal Brock Sistrunk.

The September Staff Member of the Month at FMS is Marshall Yelverton. Pictured (l to r) are: FMS Head Principal Keith 
Reed, Yelverton, FMS Assistant Principal Kelsey Williams and FMS Assistant Principal Brock Sistrunk.



 The 2021 Richland Christmas parade, 
"Joy to the World," is less than a month 
away. Slated for Saturday, December 11, 
at 5 p.m., local organizations, business-
es and individuals are encouraged to 
participate. Antique cars, antique trac-
tors, floats or those proceeding on foot, 
are all eligible to participate. Each entry 
must identify the business or non-profit/
civic/school organization they represent 
and/or if they will be participating as 
an individual. Each entrant may choose 
whether or not to participate in the best-
of contests, which include: Best Use of 
a Theme; Best Overall Float, and Best 
Group Presentation.
 The following are a set of guidelines 
and rules proposed by the Richland 
Christmas Parade organizers, to be hon-
ored by all participants. 
 Cars and tractors are required he River-
wood Shopping Center located at 1201 
Highway 49 South in Richland. Lineup 
begins at 4:30 p.m. The parade will start 
at 5:30 p.m., and the route for antique 
cars and tractors will travel west on 
Scarbrough Street, left on Old 49, and 
left on Brandon Avenue. Once Industrial 
Drive is reached, the parade turns right 
and exits the route from Cleary Road.

 The main parade will begin and end 
at Westside Park, located at 160 Bran-
don Avenue in Richland. Lineup starts 
at 3:30 p.m., and judging for the best-
of contests follows at 4:30 p.m. No 
floats will be 
allowed to en-
ter the parade 
lineup after 
4:30 p.m. 
 Parade pass-
es are required 
for each par-
ticipant and 
must be dis-
played in each 
vehicle upon 
entry to the 
parade lineup. 
Car clubs must 
have a pass for 
each vehicle 
participating 
in the parade. 
 All partic-
ipants will be lined up in the order of 
arrival. Groups of vehicles must arrive 
together in order to proceed together 
during the parade. Vehicles will not be 
moved around to accommodate groups.
 The city encourages lights on floats 
and float spotters to walk beside each 

float. Children riding in trailers must 
be supervised by adult-spotters walking 
beside the trailer or float. Children are 
not allowed to stand. 
 All vehicles must proceed at a slow 

and steady pace, leaving no large gaps 
between vehicles. Each participant is re-
sponsible for keeping up with the vehi-
cle ahead of them. No one may exit their 
vehicle during the parade.
 In keeping with the spirit of Christmas, 
the city asks that only Christmas music 

be played. Music containing offensive 
or vulgar language and offensive dis-
plays will not be allowed or tolerated.
Parade participants may toss candy, bead 
necklaces and other "happies" that will 
not endanger spectators. To avoid ex-
cess litter, literature such as brochures, 
flyers, etc., may not be thrown. 
 There is no rainout date. The parade 
will be held Saturday, December 11, 
rain, shine, sleet, or snow.
 The City of Richland will provide San-
ta for the parade; therefore, other Santas 
are prohibited. 
 Disruptive behavior and/or failure to 
follow the rules will result in immediate 
ejection from the parade route, as well 
as expulsion from future parades. 
 A completed application form must 
be received no later than Thursday, De-
cember 9, to obtain a pass for entry into 
the parade. Forms are available at Rich-
land City Hall, Richland Senior Center, 
and Richland Community Center, or 
online at the City of Richland MS Face-
book page. Completed applications may 
be mailed to: REDA-Christmas Parade, 
P.O. Box 180875, Richland, Mississip-
pi, 39218, or emailed to bcadams@rich-
landms.com. 
 For more information, contact the City 
of Richland at 601-420-3402.
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We make signing up to begin receiving the The Pearl News, The Richland News,
and The Florence News quick and easy.

All you have to do is subscribe at www.swrankinnews.com/subscribe-today and then
pay with PayPal...making your payment on the most secure credit card process network

on the Internet.  Pay for your subscription by using your PayPal account or with
"Any Major Credit Card.” 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
ONLY $12 A YEAR!

Richland’s Christmas parade returns in 2021

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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Discover YOUR pathway forward!

 Moving people forward! Moving people forward!

hindscc.edu

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportu-
nities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Bellmon, Vice President of Instruction/Career & Technical Education, 
Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

Hinds Community College is committed 
to moving people and communities forward by 

helping develop their purpose, passion 
and profession.

PPCA breaks ground on new athletic complex

Special to SW Rankin News

A groundbreaking ceremony was held recently at the future location of the Athletic Complex at Park Place Christian Academy (PPCA). PPCA is a private K-3 through twelfth-grade school offering a non-denomina-
tional Christian environment in which Biblical morals and values are taught and practiced in every aspect of school life. PPCA has continued to grow and prosper since 2000, and school officials say they are excited 
to break ground on the new athletic complex that will include new baseball, softball, soccer and football fields. PPCA is located at 201 Park Place Drive in Pearl.



 The Mississippi Economic Council’s 
(MEC) Leadership Mississippi pro-
gram is now accepting applications 
for the Class of 2022. The submission 
deadline is Monday, November 15.
 Members of the Leadership Missis-
sippi Class of 2022 will be part of a 
distinguished network of business and 
community 
leaders that 
will play a 
role in shap-
ing the future 
of Missis-
sippi. Class 
members will travel around the state, 
learning about different areas of Missis-
sippi and gaining invaluable knowledge 
and experiences.
 Leadership Mississippi welcomes ap-
plicants who are corporate-level lead-
ers, executives, emerging leaders, com-
munity leaders, and new-to-Mississippi 
leaders who are interested in learning 
more about Mississippi and the issues 
that impact it.  
 The goal of the program is to develop 
and maintain a network of Mississippi-
ans committed to improving the quality 
of life. Ideal candidates are those who 

are passionate not only about their com-
munities but about Mississippi and its 
success. Those who have participated 
in their local leadership program are 
also offered an opportunity to expand 
their knowledge of how local and state 
issues impact community development.
Leadership Mississippi is an annual 
program of the MEC conducted by the 
M.B. Swayze Foundation. Participants, 

selected by a 
committee of 
MEC’s Lead-
ership Missis-
sippi Alumni, 
work togeth-
er in a train-

ing program that combines individual 
study, group sessions, and project expe-
rience in using leadership skills. Lead-
ership Mississippi is endowed through 
a generous contribution by the late J.C. 
and Annie Redd. 
 To learn more about Leadership Mis-
sissippi, visit leadershipmississippi.org. 
For questions regarding the applica-
tion process or the 2022 program year, 
contact Cathy Northington (cnorthing-
ton@msmec.com) or Courtnie Mack 
(cmack@msmec.com). 
 Applicants may apply at leadms.smap-
ply.org or at leadershipmisssisippi.org.
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MEC’s Leadership Mississippi 
accepting applications for 2022
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

 The Florence Board of Aldermen met 
inside city hall on Tuesday, October 5, 
for their regularly scheduled meeting. 
 Before the official meeting began, the 
officials met inside the board room and 
heard from Barlow & Company, PLLC, 
certified public accountants, who per-
formed an audit for the Board. They 
concluded that the city is presented 
fairly and accordingly. Also during this 
time, Henry from County Meat Packers 
presented a request for expanding their 
location, with more information com-
ing at a later date. 
 During the official meeting, the Chief 
of Police spoke to request funds to buy 
new Ford Explorers for the force, due 
to their recent car troubles. The Board 

approved the lease-purchase of three 
Explorers, a 2017 and two 2018 mod-
els. 
 The Public Works Department re-
ceived approval for the repair and re-
placement of 75 feet worth of curb work 
in the Roxbury subdivision. Concrete 
Legends will be performing this work. 
 For Community Development, A-Plus 
Vinyl received approval for their new 
sign. A-Plus vinyl will be opening soon 
in the suites close to Subway and El 
Cabrito. 
 Properties at 205 Eastwood Drive, 132 
West Main Street, and 569 Eaglewood 
Drive have a public hearing on Tues-
day, November 2, for not following 
the city ordinances of upkeep on their 
properties. This hearing will be during 
the regularly scheduled board meeting.

Notes from Florence’s BOA meeting

By Kerri Roberts

Special to SW Rankin News

Florence Mayor and Board, pictured from (l to r) are: Alderman John Banks, Alderman Brian Grantham, Alderman 
Todd "Sarge" Norris, Mayor Robert "Billy Bob" Morris , Alderman Trey Gunn and Alderman/Mayor Pro Tem John Helms.

Pearl Public School District
recognizes Employees of the Month

Photos special to SW Rankin News

The September 2021 Pearl 
Public School District (PPSD) 
Administrator of the Month is 
Missy Jones of Pearl Lower El-
ementary.

The September 2021 PPSD 
Classified Staff of the Month is 
Amanda Brewer of Central Of-
fice.

The September 2021 PPSD 
Certified Staff of the Month is 
Emilie McEachern of Pearl High 
School.

The October 2021 PPSD Ad-
ministrator of the Month is Dr. 
Laurin Bailey of Northside Ele-
mentary.

The October 2021 PPSD Clas-
sified Staff of the Month is Dor-
othy Champion of Pearl Upper 
Elementary.

The October 2021 PPSD Cer-
tified Staff of the Month is Matt 
Little of Pearl High School.
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Better Pay Is
Only The Beginning
Now Hiring. Apply Today.

Better Pay Is
Only The Beginning

decisions by any U.S. Lawns franchisee. U.S. Lawns is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Now Hiring. Apply Today.

U.S. Lawns - Jackson, MS
Call 601-856-8928

A life with better pay, better job security, stability and a job where you are respected both as a person and for the work you do is waiting.
At U.S. Lawns our mission is to improve the lives of the people we serve, starting with those who proudly wear our star. 

We’re growing. Apply today.
          Landscape Manager who works outside $35k & up  |   Crew Leaders $26k & up   |   Crew Members $13 per hour & up
          Will train. Full time, part time & temporary. Salary depending on experience. Benefits based on employee’s position.  

 The City of Pearl recently expressed 
thanks to all local residents who made 
donations toward the tropical storm 
relief efforts for the community of La-
fourche Parish, Louisiana. The Pearl 
Fire Department assisted the city in de-
livering collected items from Pearl City 
Hall to the eighteen-wheeler located in 
Brandon. Rankin County partnered with 
cities and county departments, and the 
truck was able to make a full delivery. 
Mayor Jake Windham thanked Brandon 
Mayor Butch Lee for including Pearl in 
this community outreach initiative.

Pearl donates to Louisiana storm relief
Special to SW Rankin News

Photos special to SW Rankin News
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR24 HOUR
601-502-3706601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Richland Rangers score 
back-to-back XC meet wins

Photos special to SW Rankin News

The Richland Rangers Boys cross country team scored their first win in the JPS Pepsi Challenge.

The Richland Rangers Boys cross country (XC) second win was in the Hattiesburg Four Runner River 
Run. Four boys placed in the top ten: Jose Gutierrez - second overall; Cameron Allison - fifth overall; 
Gavin Myers - sixth overall and Kevin Raygota - tenth overall.

PJHS announces "Pirates of the Month"

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Eighth-grade Pirates of the Month pictured (l to r) are, front row: Noah Fiallos, Bailey Montgomery, 
Rhyanna James, Aleena Cira, Laken Hester, Alexun Hunt and Austin Johnson; middle row: Savannah 
Varner, Demetria Cody, Jayvion Sanders, Spencer Carey, Juday Eke and Kaleb Donald; and back row: 
Zyan Woods, Cameron Brown, Ja’Marcus Collins, Cody Keese and Lamarius Gore.

Seventh-grade Pirates of the Month pictured (l to r) are, front row: Joshua Hoard, Vise Miles, Allie Jack-
son, Paydin Farough and Diya Patel; second row: Lucero Chase-Wallace, Georgia Haralson, Ayden 
Patten, Jesse Rico and Alaija Jones; third row: Samanth Middleton, Ashlei McDavid and Kaidence 
Welch; and back row are: Kylon Trevillion, Lexi Carpenter, Jude Breazeale, Blake Jones and Cherish 
Stokes.

Sixth-grade Pirates of the Month pictured (l to r) are, front row: Kingston Burns, D’Laleh Friday, Brae-
lyn Shoto, Brayden Kelly, Wilmer Gomez, and Wyatt Chapa; middle row: Madasen Outland, Tristan 
Crump, Kyle Thompson, Bryce Wilhelm and Victoreya; and back row: Abigail Keller, Tradarius Smith, 
Carter Deason, Jace Roland, Kaden Jenkins, Kierra Calhoun and Kara Jenkins.

 Each month, the administration, facul-
ty and staff of Pearl Junior High School 
(PJHS) select students as Pirates of the 

Month. The selection for the month of 
September was based on the character 
trait perseverance. These students have 
shown perseverance through their con-
tinued effort to achieve and succeed.

Special to SW Rankin News
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Holiday happenings at Southwest Rankin public libraries

 The Pearl, Richland and Florence Pub-
lic Libraries recently announced their 
schedules of activities for the month of 
November, as well as parts of December. 
The following is a breakdown of what’s 
in store for the upcoming holiday season.
 The Pearl Public Library (PPL) will 
host a Turkey Circulation Raffle in No-
vember. For every five books checked 
out, a library patron will be entered to 
win a Walmart gift card. There is no limit 
on entries per person. There will be one 
adult and one child winner.
 For PPL patrons from birth to twelve-
years of age, Preschool Story Time will 
be held Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Also on 
Wednesdays is Peanuts K-4 Story Time 
following at 4 p.m. Both will include 
stories, music and crafts. The themes for 
November include: Scarecrows, Stuffed 
Animal Sleepover, Thanksgiving and 
Squirrels Foxes and The Heathens.
 For teens, PPL will be offering Teen 
Make and Take Craft, where the library 
will offer a take-home craft of the month. 
The November craft projects are snowy 
owl pinecones, polymer leaf dishes and 
pinecone turkeys.
 Adults and seniors are invited to join 
the Pearl Book Club on Wednesday, 
November 17 at 11 a.m., where club 

members will discuss the group book. 
 Also in November is Simply Crafts, 
where adult and senior patrons may join 
PPL on Tuesday, November 23, at 6 p.m. 
to complete a fun and useful do-it-your-
self craft project.
 The Richland Public 
Library (RPL) is offering 
Preschool Story Time 
for patrons from birth to 
twelve years of age every 
Monday at 11 a.m. There 
will be books, songs 
and a craft. 
The themes 
for Novem-
ber include: 
Turkeys on 
Monday, No-
vember 15; 
Thanksgiving 
on Monday, 
N o v e m b e r 
22; and Foxes 
on Monday, 
N o v e m b e r 
29.
 For family 
fun, RPL of-
fers Family Craft Night on Thursday, 
November 11, at 6 p.m. Using cardboard 
and colored paper, families will be in-
structed on how to make a "Thankful 

Turkey" craft. All supplies will be pro-
vided.
 To celebrate National Picture Book 
Month, RPL will be hosting a Teddy 
Bear Sleep-over. Families may bring 

a stuffed 
animal to 
the library 
and leave 
them for a 
sleep-over. 
Stuffed ani-
mals need to 
be dropped 
off at RPL 
by 7 p.m. on 
Monday, No-

vember 15, and picked up by Tuesday, 
November 16, by 6 p.m. RPL will post 
pictures of the fun the stuffed animals 
had spending the night at the library.
 For adults and seniors, the Richland 
Book Club will meet on Tuesday, No-
vember 16, at 11 a.m. to discuss The 
Heathens, by Ace Atkins. Visit www.
cmissrls.ent.sirsi.net to request a copy of 
the book.  
 The Florence Public Library will host 
a Do-It-Yourself Gingerbread Clay 
House contest, where patrons are en-
couraged to “Take a kit, and make it a 
home.” Kits will be available beginning 
Monday, November 15, while supplies 

last. All projects must be returned by 
Monday, December 13. The contest win-
ner will be announced Thursday, Decem-
ber 16, and will receive a $25 gift card. 
 The Florence Library is also hosting 
Coffee and Christmas Painting on 
Thursday, December 2, at 5:45 p.m. 
 All Central Mississippi Regional Li-
brary System (CMRLS) branches and 
administrative office will be closed 
Thursday, November 11, in observance 
of Veteran's Day. All CMRLS librar-
ies will close at 1 p.m. on November 
24, and will remain closed November 
25, 26, and 27, for the Thanksgiving 
holidays. Visit the CMRLS website at 
www.cmrls.lib.ms.us to access online 
services including the digital library. 
 Pearl Public Library is located at 
2416 Old Brandon Road in Pearl. For 
more information, call 601-932-2562, 
or visit cmrls.lib.ms.us/cmrlsbranches/
pearl.
 Richland Public Library is located at 
370 Scarbrough Street in Richland. For 
more information, call 601-932-1846, 
or visit cmrls.lib.ms.us/cmrlsbranches/
richland. 
 Florence Public Library is located at 
115 West Main Street in Florence. For 
more information, call 601-845-6032, 
or visit cmrls.lib.ms.us/cmrlsbranches/
florence.

Special to SW Rankin News 

Special to SW Rankin News
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FES recognizes students, teacher, staff stand-outs

The Florence Elementary School (FES) September Student of 
the Month Overall Winner is Javari Burgess.

Dawson Sypolt received The FES September Students of the 
Month for his grade level. 

Abigail Mister was a Grade Level Winner for September at FES.

Swayze Wagner was the Student of the Month for her grade 
level. 

FES recently honored the Teacher of the Month for September, Amelia Stub-
blefield.

The FES Staff Member of the Month for September is Demond Brent. FES 
posted the following Facebook message to the September’s honorees, “We 
appreciate all you do for Florence Elementary School! Thank you for always 
going above and beyond. You are true Eagles!”

MES recognizes Irby for individuality

Special to SW Rankin News

McLaurin Elementary School (MES) recently recognized Brooklyn Irby as October's Character Trait Stu-
dent of the Month for individuality.

Photos special to SW Rankin News
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Faust of FHS speaks with Florentine Club

Special to SW Rankin News

Members of the GFWC-MFWC Florentine Club of Florence met at the Florence Community Center on 
October 15. The Florentine Club members wore pink in support of Breast Cancer Awareness month.  
Chelsea Faust from Florence High School was the guest speaker. The club brought needed hygiene 
items for the school and discussed setting up a scholarship award program for one of their students. 
Members also brought candy to donate to a local elementary school for their reward treats. Pictured (l to 
r) are, front row: Jessie Buckley and Mary Alice Hydrick; and back row: Judy Webb, Dee Payne, Kathy 
Hilton, President Dianne Roberts, Debi Gibson, guest speaker Chelsea Faust, Charlotte Young, Carol 
Cliburn, Jeannie Pittman and Betty Harpe.

Mooneyhan selected as 
FMS Character Trait SOM

Special to SW Rankin News

Addison Mooneyhan was selected as the September Character Trait Student of the Month at Florence 
Middle School for showing initiative.

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2W. Cherokee St.
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested
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 Laura Ingalls Wilder's Farmer Boy is 
about her husband’s, Almanzo Wilder's, 
childhood during one year, 1866, on his 
family's farm in upper New York State, 
thirty-one miles south of Cornwall, On-
tario, Canada, from January through De-
cember. 
 In January, nine-year-old Almanzo, his 
brother and two sisters walked to school 
in the snow; but, when planting time 
came, there was little time for school. 
Early harvest in fall meant hard work. 
Almanzo tied up bundles of cut hay, 
stacking them onto racks. In the later 
harvest, the wheat and oat were cut and 
bundled and peas, beans, pumpkins, po-
tatoes and others were pulled up sunup to 
sundown. All was harvested 
and stored in the barn. Moth-
er and his sisters made cu-
cumber pickles, green-toma-
to pickles, dried corn, apples 
and preserves—even saving 
apple cores to make vinegar. 
Finally, the barn, cellar and 
attic were full of good things 
to eat till next harvest time.
 There was no Thanksgiving 
in 1866, as we know it today; 
but everyone enjoyed the 
County Fair. Almanzo's milk-fed pump-
kin was carted to the fairground the day 
before. The first morning of the fair, ev-
eryone dressed in their best clothes. Sis-
ters Eliza Jane and Alice packed a box 
of pickles, jellies and preserves they'd 
made and stored under the back seat of 
the buggy. Alice took her wool work em-
broidery. At the fairgrounds, Almanzo 
and his father looked at horses inside the 
quiet stock-sheds.  
 They saw Morgan horses and thorough-
breds with quivery noses and twitch-
ing ears—ready to run fast! Almanzo 
liked the big, gray horses with feathery 
long hair covering their hooves—Bel-
gians. He saw two strange black horse-
like animals that made an awful noise: 
"Eeeeeeee, aw! Heeeeee haw!" They 
were, "mules," …half-breed horses. 

There were cattle to see: Guernseys, Jer-
seys and sturdy yoke-oxen—pigs, too—
and sheep. 
 At noon, they went to the building the 
church had built where Mother, Eliza 
Jane and Alice helped serve the diners. 
Almanzo and Father ate their fill; Al-
manzo sampled the delicious pies. Ev-
eryone watched the trotting races, all the 
men betting on the outcomes. At three 
o'clock, they drove home, tended the an-
imals and went to bed for an early start 
the second day, when the vegetables and 
homemakers' crafts would be judged.  
 Almanzo wondered all day if his pump-
kin would win; finally, time to judge 
the pumpkins! The three judges started 
with the little pumpkins, then moved on 
to Almanzo's pumpkin. Almanzo held 
his breath while they sliced into his big 

pumpkin and tasted it, noting 
the hardness of the rind and 
how many seeds there were. 
 They whispered together, 
then, they pulled a red ribbon 
and blue ribbon out of their 
pockets and placed the blue 
ribbon on Almanzo's pump-
kin! People shook his hand; 
Father clapped him on his 
shoulder. 
  Alice's wool work embroi-
dery won first place; Eliza 

Jane won a red ribbon and Alice a blue 
one for their jellies. 
 Driving home that night, Father said 
the Wilder family "had done itself 
proud." There was to be a third day, but 
everyone thought three days was too 
much and decided to stay home, since 
there was still much work preparing 
for winter. Christmas would be a happy 
time, but harvest time and the County 
Fair were a special time of Thanksgiv-
ing for being able to work hard, for hav-
ing the work to do and enjoying them-
selves as they worked. Laura Ingalls 
Wilder wrote nine books in her "Little 
House" series, entertaining children and 
adults alike while gently teaching how 
Americans lived and worked to build 
our nation. Find one of her books at 
your library today.

By Beth Woodmansee for The 
Friends of the Richland Library   

Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder, a book report

Special to SW Rankin News

PJHS cross country team 
wins State Championship

Special to SW Rankin News

The Pearl Junior High School (PJHS) cross country team won the MHSAA Middle School State Champi-
onship. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Vise Miles, Cole Bryant, Andrew Tarter, Mason Loomis, Jeremiah 
Proctor, Skyler Pridgen, Bryce Allen and Coach George Kersh; middle row: Coach Chris Barnett, Dylan 
Lazo, Carson Hughes, Dereck Lazo, Parker Hankins and Coach Glyn Trigg; and back row: Trent Brook-
ins, Gage Sumrall and William Moore.

Send resumes to
Clay Mansell at:
claymansell@
swrankinnews.com
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Army National Guard donates jerseys to RHS

Special to SW Rankin News

Sergeant (Sgt.) Aldridge with the Army National Guard recently donated jerseys for the Richland High School cross country team. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Ashlynn Pepper, Chelsey Courtney, Gage Boyer, 
Braden Clark, Kevin Ragoyta, Mason Moha, Harrison Rudd and Noah Aldridge; middle row: Dr. Marcus Stewart, Mississippi Army National Guard Recruiter Sgt. Jon Eaves, Karina Montoya, Breanna Shuman, 
Anna-Lynn Bishop, Kennedy Knippers, Gavin Myers, Cameron Allison, Garrett Myers, Abram Yates, Ajari Fairley, Mississippi Army National Guard Recruiter Sgt. First Class Joshua Aldridge and Coach Katie Allen; 
and back row: Coach Kasey Dees and Coach Corey Myers.


