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Special to The Canton News 

Canton Public School District is rising to the top. Recently, the district an-
nounced a large improvement in academic performance for the overall dis-
trict. Superintendent Gary Hannah and the School Board of Trustees cele-
brated the district’s achievements for earning a B-rating and all four of CPSD 
elementary schools earning an A-rating, both middle schools earning a B-rat-
ing, and the high school combined with the ninth-grade academy earning a 
C-rating. They presented the principals of these schools with plaques. 
Mississippi’s schools and districts are graded on an A-F scale. The grades 

are part of the state’s accountability system, which helps teachers, school 
leaders, parents and communities know how well their local schools and 
districts are serving their students.
CPSD Superintendent Gary Hannah said, Canton Public School District 

Family: WE DID IT! By now, I know that you’ve heard the news. If not…. 
let me be the first to tell you: for the first time since MDE began assigning 
letter grades to districts, the Canton Public School District is a B district! 
That’s B as in BETTER, BRILLIANT, and BREATHTAKING. This B was 
a team effort that took everyone, and for that, I want to say thank you. Thank 
you to our students, teachers, parents, principals, office staff, custodians, se-
curity officers, cafeteria staff, bus drivers, all department staff, and everyone 
who believed in the Canton Public School District. Whether you came to 
the district and worked hard every day, if you helped our children with their 

CPSD  631-B
McNEAL ELEMENTARY   500-A
CANTON ELEMENTARY   490-A

REUBEN B. MYERS CSAS 453-A
GOODLOE ELEMENTARY 447-A
HUEY PORTER MIDDLE 415 -B

NICHOLS MIDDLE 392-B
CHS COMBINED WITH CANTON 
9TH GRADE ACADEMY 630-C

homework at night, if you left a kind message on our Facebook page, or if you included us in your prayers, you helped us get to this B, and we are grateful. 
Our district’s motto is Perseverance Conquers All, and never has there been a truer statement. This is only the beginning of where we will go.”
Approximately 81% of schools and 87% of districts will be rated C or higher for the 2021-22 school year. Though overall grades appear to have improved 

since 2019, state officials advise caution when interpreting score changes between the 2018-19 and 2021-22 school years. In particular, substantial shifts 
in performance may be temporarily influenced by factors associated with pandemic disruptions.
“The pandemic not only disrupted teaching and learning, it also impacted the state’s accountability system that evaluates the effectiveness of schools and 

districts,” said Dr. Kim Benton, state superintendent of education, interim. “While we are encouraged by the tremendous growth, it is especially important 
this year to look at all the components that make up each school and district grade to get a complete picture of student growth and achievement.”
The calculation of the state’s A-F accountability grades relies heavily on the amount of progress students make in English Language Arts (ELA) and 

Mathematics from one year to the next, particularly the lowest performing 25% of students. Overall, students made significant progress between 2020-21 
and 2021-22, as schools focused on accelerating learning after the first year of the pandemic. In addition, the passing requirements for high school Algebra 
I, English II, Biology and U.S. History assessments were waived in 2020-21, which will affect the graduation rate until all students who tested under the 
waivers graduate. 
Federal law requires all states to assess students annually in ELA and Mathematics in grades 3-8 and once during high school. Mississippi law requires 

schools and districts to earn annual A-F grades based on student performance and growth.
Mississippi’s accountability system includes the following components:
● Student proficiency and growth rates in ELA and Mathematics in grades 3-8
● Growth of the lowest performing 25% of students in ELA and Mathematics
● Science proficiency in grades 5 and 8
● English Learner progress toward becoming proficient in the English language
● Performance on the ACT and high school Algebra I, English II, Biology and U.S. History assessments
● Student participation and performance in advanced coursework such as Advanced Placement and dual credit/dual enrollment courses
● Four-year graduation rate

CPSD final grades in CPSD final grades in 
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601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
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601-855-7330
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MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM
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5PM

iHealth
COVID-19

®

Antigen Rapid Test
Self-Test

At Home
Results In

15 Mins

2TESTS
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Emergency Use
Authorization

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Free COVID Test every month! 
Covered by insurance and get 8 test per month!  Call us for details.  We can ship to you.

Special to The Canton News  

The Madison County Business 
League & Foundation (MCBL&F) 

and the Mad-
ison County 
Economic De-
velopment Au-
thority (MCE-
DA) recently an-
nounced that Dr. 
Dave Altig, VP 
of Research at 
the Federal Re-
serve Bank of At-
lanta, will be the 

keynote speaker 
at the 14th annual 
Vision Celebration 
Luncheon on Tues-
day, October 18, at 
the Country Club 
of Jackson.  The theme of the event is 
“Vision for Economic Growth.” Four 
hundred eighty Madison County Busi-
ness League & Foundation members, 
elected/appointed officials and special 
guests are attending.  
The prestigious 2022 VISION and 

VISIONARY Leadership Awards 
will be presented as a means of rec-
ognizing and thanking certain stand 
out Madison County businesses and 
individuals for their contributions to 
the community, including their unique 
or remarkable accomplishments, their 
investments in people, and the result-

ing impact that their operations have 
on the local area economy. This year’s 
recipient of the Vision Award is Nis-
san North America – Canton. Clint 
Herring, Founder and CEO of Kerioth 
Corporation, will receive the Vision-
ary Leadership Award, and Hank Wa-
terer, First Commercial Bank, will re-
ceive the 2022 Outstanding Madison 
County Young Professional award.
Miss Mississippi 2022 Emmie Per-

kins will provide entertainment along 
with the Raphael Semmes Jazz En-
semble featuring Temperance Bab-
cock.
The Madison County Business 

League & Foun-
dation was creat-
ed in 2008 by the 
Madison County 
Economic Devel-
opment Authority 

and the Madison County Board of Su-
pervisors to promote economic plan-
ning and development.
“The mission of the Madison County 

Economic Development Authority is 
to assist our existing businesses and 
to attract new investment and higher 
paying jobs to Madison County in an 
effort to increase our tax base and im-
prove the quality of life and economic 
wealth of our citizens.”
For more information about the 

meeting, contact Jan Collins, execu-
tive director, at 601-832-5592 or col-
lins.jan01@gmail.com.

MCBL and Econ announce luncheon
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Special to The Canton News 

Allisons Wells Quilters celebrat-
ed several blue ribbons won at the 
Mississippi State Fair in October by 
Mary Jane Boutwell, Susan Nall and 
Laura Key. Some of the members 

also demonstrated hand quilting at 
the Fair. The quilters had a workshop 
on making fall and Christmas table 
runners. The group is meeting at the 
First Presbyterian Church Educa-
tional Building through November.

Allison Wells Quilters’ update

Special to the Canton News 

The quilters with their award winning peices.
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By Courtney Warren

Love is such a fun topic to write 
about. I’ve written about my love 
for my daughter, my love for my 
students, and my love for my hus-
band. But I think sometimes we 
forget one of the most important 
loves - and that’s the friendship 
kind of love. 
I typically describe myself as an 

extroverted introvert. I’m a great 
stage presence – when I’m on stage, 
I’m glitter, rainbows, high volume, 
and energy. But the minute I step 
off of the stage, I need to recharge 
away from people. I could easi-
ly spend days by myself without 
speaking to another person. While 
my husband was climbing the walls 
during the pandemic lockdown, I 
read every book we owned, rede-
signed the back garden, and taught 
myself how to sew a Busy Book for 
Nana. I can be alone, and I can be 
alone well. 
A few weeks ago, our pastor talk-

ed about how we are created to be 
with people. God saw that man was 
alone, and He knew it wasn’t good. 
We are meant for relationships. 
But I tend to find true relationships 
very difficult. Raised by a man who 
told me to speak my mind, I often 
find myself doing just that.
I’m a Slythern. I’m a type 8 En-

neagram. I fail when it comes to 
keeping my thoughts to myself. 
And that can make relationships 
hard. So can changing schools a lot 
and then moving two states away, 
which is what my life experience 
included.
But God doesn’t want us to be 

alone, and He has a plan. In spite 
of my pickiness when it comes to 
friendships and my outspokenness 
and my love of glitter, God put peo-
ple in my life who are incredible 
friends - and He also gave me one 
who is perfectly suited for all of my 
idiosyncrasies.
Lindsay and I don’t introduce our-

selves as best friends, because it’s 
honestly not enough. We say life 
partner…and frankly, that’s what 
she is to me. I know that phrase can 
have other meanings, as well, but - 
to us - it means that God put us to-

gether as partners to “do life.” She 
loves me no matter what. She is the 
calm to my storm and the shadow 
to my glitter. We are the exact same 
- and yet not the same at all. 
She is the friend that lets me say 

whatever is on my mind, and I have 
complete comfort in knowing she is 
going to love me when my tantrum 
is over. 
She is the friend who showed up 

when no one else did. She is the 
friend I texted first when my dad 
had a heart attack, and her imme-
diate response was “What do you 
need? I’m on the way.” 
She is the friend who saw me over-

whelmed with moving from Cleve-
land to Canton and went house 
hunting with me for hours. She is 
the friend that saw me ready to fall 
apart but refusing to let anyone else 
know, so she stepped in and said 
“This is the house. Let’s choose 
this one.” 
She is the friend that got married 

on my birthday and - even though 
it was her day, her moment, her 
memory…she made sure I had my 
favorite kind of birthday cake at the 

 Letter from the Editor: I’d beat up anyone for you

rehearsal dinner. 
She is the friend that will come 

over and sit with me for hours 
while we read and watch Nana (my 
daughter) play in the backyard. No 
words needed. 
She is my second emergency con-

tact. She is on the pickup list for 
Nana. She is the third on my favor-
ite list in my cell phone. 
She is spooky, kind, loving, ac-

cepting, and every bit the squish to 
my spikiness. She makes me better. 
She is to be protected at all costs – 
any friend like her is. 
My prayer for all of us is that we 

find that friend that changes our 
entire soul. The one that becomes 
family and, despite any differenc-
es, time, distances, or seasons in 
life, we cling to them as we navi-
gate life. Because God says we ar-
en’t supposed to do it alone. 
It’s her birthday. And because I 

am the worst at coming up with 
gifts, but not the worst at com-
ing up with words, here they are. 
Thank you for being my person. 
Thank you for being my sister. 
Merp. 

Allison Wells Quilters’ update

Photo by Courtney Warren 

Lindsay once again showing up for me at an event. She is always in my stands.

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

We’re honored
to be #1 in
life insurance.

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.
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Special to The Canton News 

The Hinds Community College 
Foundation recently recognized 
2022-2023 scholarship recipients, 
donors and other honorees at a re-
ception at the Muse Center on the 
Rankin Campus. Pictured (l to r) are 
Beverly Derden Fatherree of Clinton; 

Regina Greer of Sallis, who received 
the A.P. & T.B. Fatherree Scholar-
ship; Taylor Davis of Canton, who 
received the Ben Fatherree Scholar-
ship; Amelia Blake of Jackson, who 
received the Mavis and Bill Derden 
Memorial Scholarship; and Melissa 
Derden Black of Brandon.

Davis awarded scholarship at Hinds 

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Public School District Su-
perintendent Gary Hannah recent-
ly awarded Mrs. Shalondia Wash-
ington the Canton Public School 
District Principal of the Year. Mrs. 
Washington, who serves as the 

principal of Canton Elementary, 
says she was “overjoyed and hum-
bled to be recognized for her hard 
work.”
She says she is “grateful to have 

an A-rated school and shares this 
award” with her scholars and staff.“

Washington Principal of the Year

Special to the Canton News 

Washington was celebrated by her district.

Special to the Canton News 

Davis recieved the Ben Fatherree Scholarship.
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A R O U N D  T H E  H I S T O R I C
C A N T O N  S Q U A R E

R U D O L P H ' S  P L A Y G R O U N D

F I R E T R U C K  &  T R A I N  R I D E S

1 8  F O O T  W A L K T H R O U G H  G I F T  B O X

T O W E R I N G  4  S T O R Y  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E

O V E R  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  T W I N K L I N G  B R I G H T

L I G H T S

C H I L D R E N ' S  R I D E S  &  C H R I S T M A S
V I L L A G E  

R u d o l p h ' s  B a r d  -  F r o s t y ' s  I g l o o  -  S a n t a ' s
W o r k s h o p

M R S .  C L A U S  S T O R Y T E L L E R
E X T R A O R D I N A I R E

A  C a n t o n  C h r i s t m a s  F e s t i v a l  T r e a s u r e !  

I  S P Y  S A N T A ' S  W O R K S H O P
L o o k  t h r o u g h  S a n t a ' s  W o r k s h o p  W i n d o w
t o  F i n d  t h e  E l v e ' s  T o p  1 0  F a v o r i t e  T o y s !  

S A N T A ' S  A L L  A M E R I C A N  V I L L A G E
L o o k  t h r o u g h  S a n t a ' s  W o r k s h o p  W i n d o w
t o  F i n d  t h e  E l v e ' s  T o p  1 0  F a v o r i t e  T o y s !  

C H R I S T M A S  A N I M A T I O N  M U S E U M
C a n t o n ' s  H i s t o r y  C o m e s  A l i v e  W i t h

C h r i s t m a s  M a g i c !

S I N G A L O N G  F E S T  W I T H  T H E  B E S T
J o i n  o u r  m a g i c a l  c a s t  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  f o r
c a r o l s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  &  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  f a m i l y

h o l i d a y  t r a d i t i o n s
N O V  2 5  -  2 7 ,  D E C  2  -  4 ,  D E C  9  -  1 1 ,  &  D E C  1 6  -  2 3

P H O T O S  W I T H  S A N T A
O n e - o n - o n e  t i m e  w i t h  S a n t a  &  h a v e  y o u r

p i c t u r e  t a k e n  

N O V  2 5  -  2 7 ,  D E C  2  -  4 ,  D E C  9  -  1 1 ,  &  D E C  1 6  -  2 3

C A R R I A G E  R I D E S
C o z y  u p  w i t h  a  s t r o l l  a r o u n d  t h e  H i s t o r i c

S q u a r e  d r i v e n  b y  a  h o r s e - d r a w n
c a r r i a g e !

N O V  2 5  -  2 7 ,  D E C  2  -  4 ,  D E C  9  -  1 1 ,  &  D E C  1 6  -  2 3

C A N T O N - M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  O P E N  H O U S E  
2 3 4  E .  F u l t o n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  O l d  M a d i s o n

C o u n t y  J a i l  
N O V  2 5   |   1 0 A M  -  2 P M  

N O V  2 7  |  2 P M  -  5 P M  

M E R C H A N T S  O P E N  H O U S E  W E E K E N D
S h o p  f o r  g i f t s  a n d  a n t i q u e s  a r o u n d  t h e

h i s t o r i c  s q u a r e
N O V  2 5  &  2 6   |   1 0 A M  -  8 P M  

N O V  2 7  |  1 P M  -  5 P M  

1 6 T H  A N N U A L  H O L I D A Y  S I P  ' N  C I D E R
P a r t i c i p a t i n g  m e r c h a n t s  o f f e r   h o t  c i d e r

D E C  9   |   5 P M  -  9 P M

C O N T A C T  C A N T O N
T O U R I S M :  6 0 1 . 8 5 9 . 1 3 0 7

C A N T O N T O U R I S M . C O M

November 25 - December 23, 2022
Closed November 28th -  December 1st
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Special to the Canton News 

Provided by MCLS Board of Trustees 

The mission of the Madison Coun-
ty Library System is to provide li-
brary resources and services nec-
essary to meet the evolving infor-
mational, recreational, and cultural 
needs of the public, thus enhancing 
individual and community life.
Madison County Library System 

has earned a strong reputation for 
award-winning, best in the state 
library service because of the out-
standing services, programming, 
and collection of library materials 
it provides for all the residents of 
Madison County. As such, we re-
main committed to excellence in 
all aspects of public service, which 
means that everyone can depend 
on us for their informational needs. 
All members of our community are 
represented and welcome in our li-
braries.
The Library Board and staff glad-

ly serve all the people of Madison 
County with a wealth of cultures, 
religious beliefs, and views. The 
library’s collection is for people of 
all ages, races, gender identities/
expressions, and orientations. Our 
books are not only a mirror to reflect 
our community but a window into 

different worlds and different expe-
riences that enable us to learn. Our 
materials are available for all. Cen-
sorship has no place here in Mad-
ison County Library System. Our 
library is for everyone.
We stand behind the board-ap-

proved policies that allow us to 
meet the needs and interests of all 
the communities we serve. As stated 
in the Madison County Library Sys-
tem “Materials Selection Policy”:
“The public library is the institu-

tion in our society that attempts to 
provide a diversity of viewpoints on 
a wide range of topics of interest, 
including political, social, and reli-
gious ones—no matter how contro-
versial or objectionable those ideas 
may be to some people. The future 
of libraries will depend upon their 
ability to provide information to the 
public as a whole. Free speech and 
the open exchange of information 
cannot depend solely on the tradi-
tional producers of mass communi-
cations. Because of this, the Madi-
son County Library System choos-
es materials representing different 
points of view, limited only by our 
selection criteria, budget, and the 
space in our facilities.”
The primary objectives of the 

MCLS publishes Statement of Freedom

Madison County Library System 
are to collect, organize, produce, 
and make easily available materials 
of contemporary significance and 
of long-term value. The Libraries 
will always be guided by a sense of 
responsibility to both present and 

future in adding materials that will 
enrich their collections.
“We look forward to continuing 

our tradition of excellent library ser-
vice in Madison County,” said Jerry 
Valdez, MCLS Board of Trustees 
President.

IHS Ministries partners with Church of Lanesville

Special to the Canton News 

IHS says they are grateful for their mission partners

By Guest Columnist Sophielena Abuzeid

We have seen the Lord at work 
through our partnership with the 
Orthodox Congregational Church 
of Lanesville over the past 25 
years. A group from the Massachu-
setts-based church has been com-
ing to Mississippi each year to host 
a VBS in Canton and serve the sur-
rounding community through home 
improvement projects and work at 
IHS campsite. 
The Lanesville group came from 

July 9-18, and the VBS camp took 
place during that week. Each year 
they attend, they always come with 
the desire to meet the needs at IHS 
and in Canton. 
Peter Aberle, the pastor of youth 

and family at OCC Lanesville, is a 
long-time friend of the Bacons and 
partner with In His Steps Minis-
tries. He was first introduced to the 
Bacons in 1996 through one of his 
mentees at Gordon-Conwell Sem-
inary, who happened to be from 

Mississippi. After getting connect-
ed, the first VBS and service mis-
sion took place in 1997. 
VBS started in Redbud Park and 

moved over to the Sawmill Quar-
ters neighborhood in 1999. 
Mr. Aberle said, “through the 

providence of God the ministry has 
morphed from what I thought it 
would be. God’s providence brings 
people together to accomplish his 
works. It’s pretty exciting!” 
Rev. Jasper Bacon shared, “These 

dear brothers and sisters epitomize 
Jesus’ example and the statement in 
Mark 10:42 which states, ‘The Son 
of Man didn’t come to be served 
but to serve.”’

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sophie Abuzeid 
is the Media and Communications 
Specialist for In His Steps Minis-
tries. Abuzeid is an alumna of Mis-
sissippi College and now resides in 
her hometown of San Antonio, TX.
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CANTON HIGH

SCHOOL

CHS class of 

‘72 celebrates50
years‘72 

Reunion

By Guest Columnist Sherley Fleming

The Canton High School Class of 1972 celebrated their 50th Class Reunion in Canton.
“We decided to bring it back to where it all started, in Canton.”  
The three-day celebration began on Friday, September 23, through Sunday, September 2. On Friday eve-

ning, the Class of 1972 held their meet and greet at the Country Club of Canton, On Saturday morning, 
breakfast was served at Reservoir Pointe. After breakfast, a tour was arranged at the Old Canton High 
School on North Mace Street, which is now Nichols Middle School. Later that evening, the long-awaited 
banquet was held at the beautiful and spectacular Sterling Hall Venue in downtown Canton. 
Guests included three of our former teachers: Mrs. Emma Strickland, home economics and P.E., Mr. Percy 

Cain, our Chemistry Teacher and Dr. Emma Georgia our History Teacher and Class Sponsor. Our speaker 
for the evening was Dr. Mark Henderson of Canton. Live music was performed by Jessie Primer Jr. The 
night turned into a magical evening.
The Class of 1972 was the first class to graduate from the newly-named Canton High School, formerly 

Rogers High School. We were the largest class, with 215 graduates, who actually marched in May 1972, 
with 29 classmates not graduating until completion of summer school in August of 1972. Our classmates 
attended colleges and universities all across the country, becoming doctors, nurses, lawyers, judges, busi-
ness owners, educators, scholars, ministers, military officers, engineers and Federal employees. 
A Proclamation was issued by Mayor William Truly to the Class of 1972.

All photos Special to the Canton New
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Special to The Canton News  

Mississippi small businesses, small 
agricultural cooperatives, small 
aquaculture businesses and pri-
vate nonprofit organizations af-
fected by the Jackson Water Cri-
sis that began August 30, may 
apply for low-interest Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) 
from the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA).
Eligible applicants in the SBA’s 

declared disaster area can apply 
for low-interest disaster loans 
from the SBA. The declaration 
covers Hinds County and the ad-
jacent counties of Claiborne, Co-
piah, Madison, Rankin, Simpson, 
Warren and Yazoo.
“SBA’s mission-driven team 

stands ready to help small busi-
nesses and private nonprofit or-
ganizations in Hinds County 
impacted by the Jackson Water 
Crisis,” said SBA Administra-
tor Isabella Casillas Guzman. 
“We’re committed to providing 
federal disaster loans swiftly and 
efficiently, with a customer-cen-
tric approach to help businesses 
and communities recover and re-
build.”
“Needless to say, safe drinking 

water is a necessity, and the loss 
of this essential resource has re-
sulted in devasting economic 

impacts on the people and busi-
nesses of Jackson and surround-
ing communities,” said Francisco 
Sanchez, Jr., Associate Adminis-

trator, Office of Disaster Assis-
tance, U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. “Those that have 
suffered economic losses should 
find comfort that the SBA is now 
ready to move rapidly to provide 
federal disaster assistance.”
“For eligible applicants, the SBA 

offers Economic Injury Disas-
ter Loans (EIDLs) to help meet 
working capital needs caused by 
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Isabella Casilas Guzman

EIDLs available for businesses impacted by Jackson water crisis
the disaster,” said SBA’s Missis-
sippi District Director Janita R. 
Stewart.
Interest rates are 3.04 percent 

for businesses and 1.875 percent 
for nonprofit organizations, with 
terms up to thirty years. Loan 
amounts and terms are set by the 
SBA and are based on each appli-
cant’s financial condition.
Applicants may apply online 

using the Electronic Loan Appli-
cation (ELA) via SBA’s secure 
website at DisasterLoanAssis-
tance.sba.gov/ela/s and should 
apply under SBA declaration # 
17621, not for the COVID-19 in-
cident.
Disaster loan information and 

application forms may also be 
obtained by calling the SBA’s 
Customer Service Center at 800-
659-2955 (800-877-8339 for 
the deaf and hard-of-hearing) or 
emailing DisasterCustomerSer-
vice@sba.gov. Loan applications 
may be downloaded at sba.gov/
disaster Completed applications 
should be returned to the center 
or mailed to: U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, Processing 
and Disbursement Center, 14925 
Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 
76155.
The filing deadline to return 

economic injury applications is 
June 14, 2023.

Special to The Canton News  

The Mississippi Department of 
Education (MDE) has opened 
nominations and applications 
for the Presidential Awards for 
Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching (PAEMST). 
The award is the highest honor 
the United States gives to teach-
ers of science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics and com-
puter science.
Two Mississippi seventh 

through twelfth teachers will 
be selected for the 2022-23 
PAEMST award cycle. Nation-
al honorees receive a $10,000 
award from the National Sci-
ence Foundation, recognition at 
a White House ceremony, and 
the opportunity to provide input 
on policies to improve science, 
technology, engineering, math-
ematics and computer science 
education.
Parents, students, fellow edu-

cators or members of the public 
can nominate a seventh- through 
twelfth-grade teacher who 
teaches science, technology, 
engineering or mathematics as 
part of their contracted teaching 
responsibilities. Teachers may 
also nominate themselves.
Eligible teachers must have 

at least five years of full-time 
employment as a kindergarten 
through twelfth-grade teacher 
prior to the 2022-2023 academic 

school year, with science, tech-
nology, engineering or mathe-
matics teaching duties during 
each of the past five years. 
Nominations will be accepted 
until January 9, 2023. Teachers 
must complete the application 
process by February 6, 2023.

Nominations open for math and science teachers
“There are so many Missis-

sippi seventh- through twelfth-
grade teachers deserving of a 
PAEMST award for their dedi-
cation to students in the subject 
areas of science and mathemat-
ics,” said Dr. Kim Benton, state 
superintendent of education, 
interim. “I encourage friends, 
families and colleagues to nom-
inate a teacher who is achiev-
ing positive student outcomes 
and is passionate about teaching 
and learning. Teachers may also 
strongly consider nominating 
themselves.”
Congress established the 

PAEMST Awards in 1983. The 
awards recognizes teacher with 
deep content knowledge of the 
subjects they teach and the abil-
ity to motivate and enable stu-
dents to be successful in those 
areas. Awardees reflect the ex-
pertise and dedication of the na-
tion’s teaching corps, and they 
demonstrate the positive impact 
of excellent teachers on stu-
dent achievement. The National 
Science Foundation adminis-
ters PAEMST on behalf of The 
White House Office of Science 
and Technology Policy.
To nominate a teacher or apply, 

visit paemst.org.
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SHELBY SMITH’S
TV & APPLIANCES

CANTON‛S APPLIANCE HEADQUARTERS

CHECK OUR PRICES BEFORE YOU BUY!

“WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL”
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COME BY
TODAY FOR A
DEMONSTRATION

East Side of The Square Next to Subway- 601-859-2303

Homecoming week festivities 
for Canton High School were 
plentiful and included a powder 
pu� football game. 

CHSCHS

football for

H O C O  W E E K

All photos Special to the Canton New
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Weatherproof 
your home to

protect against
the cold.

����������������������
�����������������������

���������


�	��������������������
���������������	��������

���	������������������������
��������������������������

����������������������
����������	�������������

Make sure
 your car is 
ready for 

winter travel

If power lines
are down, call

your local utility
and emergency

services.
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Prepare yourself
for exposure to
winter weather.
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Be Ready! Winter Weather

All photos Special to the Canton News 

Canton High celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month

Special to The Canton News 

At the Canton High School (CHS) 
Canton Public School District re-
cently celebrated Hispanic Heri-
tage Month to recognize the strong 
Hispanic community within the 
district. Each year, Americans ob-
serve National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, from September 15 to Oc-

tober 15, by celebrating the histo-
ries, cultures and contributions of 
American citizens whose ances-
tors came from Spain, Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Central and South 
America.
The observation started in 1968 as 

Hispanic Heritage Week under Pres-
ident Lyndon Johnson and was ex-

panded by President Ronald Reagan 
in 1988 to cover a thirty-day period 
starting on September 15 and end-
ing on October 15. It was enacted 
into law on August 17, 1988, on the 
approval of Public Law 100-402.
The day of September 15 is signif-

icant, because it is the anniversary 
of independence for Latin American 

countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicara-
gua. In addition, Mexico and Chile 
celebrate their independence days 
on September 16 and September18, 
respectively. Also, Columbus Day 
or Día de la Raza, which is October 
12, falls within this thirty-day peri-
od.
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© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports  
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM

Truly Medical Marijuana Card 
Truly Medical MMJ Card Doctors/ Healthcare Provider o�ers same day appointments. 

call 601-691-5175 or text us at 601-714-0091

Our doctor or healthcare provider can help determine if you qualify for medical cannabis or what documentation you will need from another 
doctor to determine if you are eligible for a medical marijuana card. We have a provider on sta� that can determine if you qualify for a medical 
cannabis card.

Our Doctor and Healthcare Provider

Get Your Card
If you are certi�ed by a doctor or healthcare provider, our sta� will assist you with any other necessary steps to become o�cially certi�ed for
 medical cannabis. This process involves registering with the state.

Medical Records Privacy
Here at Truly Healthcare clinic, we take your privacy very seriously. Your records are con�dential, and our clinic never shares your 
documents with a third-party group. Your information is secured according to HIPAA law.

Qualifying Conditions for Medical Card in Mississippi
• Pain refractory to appropriate opioid management
• Diabetic/peripheral neuropathy
• Post-tramatic stress disorder (PTSD)
• Cancer
• Parkinson’s disease
• Huntington’s disease
• Muscular dystrophy
• Autism
• Spinal cord disease or severe injury
• Agitation of dementia

• Glaucoma
• Spastic quadriplegia
• HIV / AIDS
• Hepatitis
• Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
• Crohn’s disease
• Ulcerative colitis
• Sickle-cell anemia
• Alzheimer’s disease

• Chronic pain
• Cachexia or wasting syndrome
• Severe or intractable nausea

• Seizures
• Severe and persistent muscle spasms including, 
but not limited to, those characteristics of multiple sclerosis

In addition, a chronic, terminal, or debilitating disease or medical condition or its treatment that produces 
one or more of the following:

Suppose you have a qualifying condition with medical documentation (such as medical records, o�ce visit summaries, or a letter from a doctor
stating your diagnosis.) In that case, you are ready to get certi�ed!
If you have a qualifying condition but do not have medical documentation, call us at 601-691-5175 or text the clinic at 601-714-0091 so that our
sta� can schedule you an appointment with the doctor or nurse practitioner that can diagnose and certify you.

Medical Documentation

Get Evaluated
Truly Healthcare providers will evaluate patients based on their health conditions, medical history, and any documentation the patient can provide
to determine if they quali�ed. If a healthcare provider has not seen you for chronic disease, you can visit our clinic doctor and determine if you
have a qualifying condition listed above. Our clinic o�ers payment arrangements!

AKA takes in donations 
for community in need

all photos Special to the Canton New

The Metro Jackson Chapters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,  Rho Lambda 
Omega, Upsilon Upsilon Omega and Beta Delta Omega,  received a donation of 48 
palettes of water from Kappa Theta Omega Chapter and the community of Hurlock, 
Maryland. The water was distributed to Canton Public Schools in Canton and New 
Galilean Missionary Baptist Church in Jackson to provide to the community. The 
chapter presidents, vice president and members were present to accept the delivery 
on behalf of the communities they serve.
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Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

Social Distancing 
All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

Call Sherrye

We are

Independent 

Contact
601-286-8230

sherrye@lacourinsurance.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

Agencies

PERSONAL &
COMMERCIAL

COVERAGE

LIFE AND
HEALTH

MEDICARE

Contact

601-273-3690

joshburns@capstoneifg.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

In one

convenient

location

Call Jo
sh

lacourinsurance.com capstoneifg.com

Lauren Michelle Phifer & William Randolph Collins
December 10, 2022
Collierville, Tennessee 

Mr. and Mrs. Houston Ellis Phifer, Jr. of Memphis, Tennessee, announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Lauren Michelle Phifer, to William Randolph Collins, son of Mrs. Jan Coulter 
Collins and the late Mr. William Robert Collins, III of Madison, Mississippi. The bride-elect is the 
granddaughter of the late Lt. Col. and Mrs. Thomas Auburn Sims of Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
and the late Mr. and Mrs. Houston Ellis Phifer, Sr. of Gulfport, Mississippi. 

The prospective bridegroom is the grandson of the late Roger A. Coulter and Willie Belle 
Howard Coulter of Pascagoula, Mississippi, and the late Mr. William Robert Collins, Jr. of 
Simsboro, Louisiana, and Mrs. Mavis Purvis Collins of Brandon, Mississippi.

Miss Phifer is a 2019 high honor graduate of Harding Academy in Memphis, Tennessee. She 
graduated cum laude from Mississippi State University in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in 
exercise science where she was a member of Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority. She is currently attending 
the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, Tennessee, and will receive her 
Doctor of Physical Therapy degree in May 2023. She is an accomplished equestrian rider, and her 
philanthropy includes working with children with special needs. 

Mr. Collins is a 2008 honor graduate of Canton Academy in Canton, Mississippi. He graduated 
cum laude in 2012 from the University of Mississippi with a bachelor’s degree in business and 
finance and was a member and officer of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. He received his Doctorate 

of Jurisprudence from Mississippi College School of Law in 2017.  After graduation, he worked with the Mississippi State Legislative Budget Office. 
Currently, he works as an attorney with the Madison County Chancery Court.

The couple will marry December 10 at Robinshaw in Collierville, Tennessee, and will reside in Madison, Mississippi.

William Randolph Collins to wed Lauren Michelle Phifer
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Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Lions were hired again 
this year to park cars for the Day in 
the Country event, at the Chapel of 
the Cross on October 1, 2022.  The 
Day in the Country committee has 
used the Lions to help with parking 
cars for the last 4 or 5 years.  The 
day begins around 7:00, the gate 
opens at 8:00, and the Lions direct 
cars, take the parking fees, and keep 
the traffic moving until about 4:00 
p.m.  This year the weather was 
very nice, and there were more cars 

parked than any other year.  Presi-
dent Tamika Liddell thanked Canton 
Lions Gary Teasley, Timmy Pickett, 
Arnel Bolden, Brenda Beale, Mike 
& Kathy Ozborn, Joy Foy, and Dan-
ny Murphy for working the event.  
A special thanks is due to previous 
Lions Club member and now Vice 
Governor Tom Corlett who joined 
in helping with the fundraiser.  Ar-
nel’s daughter, Brennyn also volun-
teered.   The money this adds to the 
club helps in covering the cost for 
the 2023 projects. 

Canton Lions Update: Day in the Country

Special to the Canton News 

Brennyn Bolden volunteering to park cars at the Day in the Country with the Canton 
Lions.

PROTECT YOUR SMILE!PROTECT YOUR SMILE!
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Special to the Canton News 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Thanks to all the customers who 
came and supported the first year 

of the Old Jail 
Farmers Mar-
ket.   Committee 
members Joy 
Foy, Misty Slay, 
Dana Nowell, 
Sarah Ellis, and 
Sherry Ander-
son worked with 
Canton Histori-
cal Society Pres-
ident Maureen 

Simpson to funds and provide this 
service to the city.  The gold spon-
sors were G.A. Carmichael, Madi-
son County Co-op, Madison County 
Farm Bureau Federation, and Bank 
Plus, silver sponsors were Perfor-
mance Therapy and Merit Health.  
The committee is, also, very grateful 
to Moses Thompson for his generous 
donation.   
Stone with Mansell Media designed 

a Farmers Market logo and added 
the Market to the Historical Soci-
ety’s Facebook page.  The logo was 
used in posters, banners and on a 
cute black shopping bag that is still 
available for $3.00 each.  Hurstine 
Watts helped to promote the market 
on her radio show by interviewing 

Foy about the details the week of the 
first market.  
The huge oaks around the Old Jail 

was a perfect place to stage the mar-
ket and made a convenient meeting 
place with ample parking, shade, and 
space for the kids to enjoy a sprinkler 
on the hot afternoons.  G.A. Carmi-
chael set up shop with the big travel 
trailer and gave medical advice and 
Covid vaccines.  Performance Ther-
apy was there to give advice and pass 
out therapy balls.  Entertainment in-
cluded local singers, Frazer Riddell 
and Tommy Sutherland.  Gardening 
advice was available from Madi-
son County master gardeners Lyn-
da Hunsicker and John Malanchak.  
Evanne Flanders and Naomi Mago-
la with the Canton Library brought 
the Bookmobile and offered crafts 
and games.  New potatoes, green 
tomatoes, peppers were some of the 
vegetables available in the spring 
market along with eggs, homemade 
breads, brownies, cookies and other 
baked goods.  The fall market of-
fered sweet potatoes, peas, boiled 
peanuts, eggplant, squash, tomatoes, 
okra, bell peppers, mustard and tur-
nip greens.  Honey, and tomato sal-
sa were available at both markets. 
There were wooden crafts both large 
(baskets, welcome signs, garden 
stakes, angles, etc.) and small (pens, 

Old Jail Farmer’s Market makes for a great success

keychains, cutting boards, etc.), can-
dles, dolls, table linens, and jewelry.  
Flowers and garden plants were for 
sale.  
It was lots of fun getting to catch 

up with old friends and meeting new 
ones.  Episcopal Priest Beth Foose 
invited two of our craft vendors to 
come and display at the church for 
the Canton fall flea market.  Crystal 
Brakebill with the Canton Cham-
ber was one of the woodcraft ven-
dors, and she has invited the farmer 
market vendors to the Chambers 
Holiday Market.  The Old Jail Flea 

Market added a food vendor from 
the Farmers Market.  The Farmers 
Market proved to be a good network-
ing event, as well as a fun way to get 
fresh foods.  Thanks to you all.  

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Joy Foy is mar-
ried to James Foy and is a retired Eco-
nomic Developer with the Mississippi 
Development Authority. Foy is an ac-
tive participant in the community of 
Canton. She is a member of the Canton 
Lions Club, the Keep Canton Beautiful 
Committee and the Canton Beautifica-
tion Committee.
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I,  Latasha Jackson Banks, intend to submit an application for a liquor permit. As provided for by the 
Local Option Alcoholic beverage control laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq., of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 
Annotated. If granted such permit, I will operate as a sole owner LLC. Under the trade name Jane 2 Go 
LLC. Located at 1438 W Peace Street, Canton, MS 39046. I, Latasha Jackson Banks, am the sole owner of 
Jane 2 Go LLC, address 319 W North Street, Canton, MS 39046. If any person wishes to request a hearing 
to object to the issuance of this permit a request for a hearing must be made in writing and received by 
the Department of Revenue within (15) �fteen days from the �rst date this notice was published. 

Requests shall be sent to:

Chief Counsel, Legal Division
Department of Revenue
P. O. Box 22828
Jackson, MS Date of �rst publication 11/3/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

By Guest Columnist Flonzie Brown Wright

A new documentary from New-
Group Media and the Diocese 
of Jackson, Going Home Like a 
Shooting Star: Thea Bowman’s 
Journey to Sainthood presents 
the riveting life of my classmate 
and childhood friend Sister Thea 
Bowman, an African American 
Catholic Franciscan Sister who 
used her powerful gifts to educate 
and challenge the church and so-
ciety to grow in racial inclusivity. 
Her skills of preaching, music, 
and teaching moved many to be-
gin to confront their own racism 
while she urged her African Amer-
ican brothers and sisters to claim 
their gifts and share their “fully 
functioning” personhood. Thea 
worked tirelessly to proclaim this 
message until her untimely death 
from breast cancer in 1990. 
The film features interviews and 

commentary from her family, Sis-
ters in the community, colleagues, 
friends, and former students. Input 
from African-American scholars, 
clerics, and bishops will speak 

to the ongoing issue of systemic 
racism in the church and country. 
Extensive use is made of archi-
val media that portrays Thea in 
action-photographs, film, video, 
and audio recordings made in lo-
cations of significance to her life. 
The program title is drawn from a 
quotation attributed to Sojourner 
Truth. When Thea was asked what 
she wanted said at her funeral, she 
answered, “Just say what Sojourn-
er Truth said: ‘I’m not going to 
die. I’m going home like a shoot-
ing star.’”
I am honored to be featured in 

this movie film chronicling Thea’s 
life’s story, not only during our 
years as young girls at Holy Child 
Jesus Catholic School in our home-
town of Canton but also during her 
transition in becoming the first 
African American FSPA Catholic 
Sister to her untimely passing. 
The film began airing on ABC 

stations in October. The window 
for the program is sixty days. In 
addition to live broadcasts, the fif-
ty-eight-minute film is available to 
watch free of charge on YouTube. 

Thea Bowman documentary announced

Special to the Canton News

Special to The Canton News 

Amazon of Canton recently do-
nated much-needed items to Mad-
ison Countoniains Allied Against 
Poverty (MadCAAP). MadCAAP 
partners with individuals, church-
es, businesses and civic groups to 
meet the varying needs of com-

munity brothers and sisters who 
are hungry and thirsty, in need of 
clothing and safer homes, as well 
as those who are lonely and in need 
of emotional support. For more 
information about MadCAAP and 
how to get involved, call 601-407-
1404.

Amazon donates to MadCAAP

Special to the Canton News 

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS
We Will Purchase for CA$H...

SCRAP GOLD • COIN COLLECTIONS
GOLD & SILVER COINS • STERLING FLATWARE

DIAMONDS • OLD PAPER MONEY
RARE COINS • ROLEXES/HIGH-END WATCHES

NICK CLARK • 601-317-2536
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

AUCTIONEER • APPRAISER • BUSINESS BROKER
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in advertising 
with us 

??
To   learn   more   about   advertising   in   the  CANTON  NEWS

please   contact: CLAY  MANSELL   |   601-667-4667
 or   ClayMansell@CantonNews.neT

INTERESTED
Have you heard
the great news?

The Canton News new site is up! Go check it out today at
www.CantonNews.Net

Cochran named to EMCC 2022

Special to the Canton News 

Cochran was escorted here by her brother, Landon Cochran.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton resident Aislynn Cochran is 
a member of East Mississippi Com-
munity College’s 2022 Homecoming 
Court and was recognized Oct. 22 
during halftime of East Mississippi 
Community College’s Homecoming 
football game. A sophomore maid, Co-
chran is the daughter Robert and Mis-
ti Mason, and Thomas and Meagan 
Cochran. She is escorted here by her 
brother, Landon Cochran. She grad-
uated with honors from high school, 
where she was a member of the varsity 

basketball, softball, track, tennis and 
archery teams. She was captain of her 
cheer squad and was named All Amer-
ican Cheerleader. In 2019-20, she was 
elected Miss Teen Madison County. At 
EMCC, Cochran is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa and has been named to 
both the President’s and Dean’s lists. 
She is a member of the softball team, 
cheer captain and was chosen as an 
EMCC Top 5 Beauty. She is working 
on her degree in Nursing at EMCC. 
After graduation, she plans to pursue a 
career as a pediatric oncology or Pedi-
atric Intensive Care Unit nurse.

Special to The Canton News  

Junior Anna Claire Mabry was re-
cently announced as this year’s 2022 
Madison County Youth Leadership 
representative for Canton Acade-
my. The Madison County Business 
League & Foundation selects juniors 
from area schools to participate in 
the MCYL program. Madison Coun-

ty Youth Leadership’s mission is “to 
provide students with a deeper un-
derstanding of the careers available 
in Madison County in an environ-
ment that develops their leadership 
skills and encourages graduates to 
take their knowledge and their ex-
perience into the community for the 
betterment of Madison County as a 
whole.” 

Mabry represents CA as MCYL

Special to the Canton News
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COVID $

601-786-2012

The Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) program is one of the most 
misunderstood elements of the pandemic relief package passed by congress.

Your business is likely eligible and should immediately explore the ERTC!

• Qualify even if you did not lose revenue.
• Qualify even if you received PPP.

• Claim up to $26k per W2 employee.

Chemical changes studied at CA

Special to the Canton News 

Coach Sam Berry’s Canton Academy science classes recently studied chemical changes 
that occur for certain mixtures. Students enjoyed a hands-on learning experience as 
they created various mixtures themselves. 

Falling in love with fall at CA

Special to the Canton News 

Canton Academy kindergarteners in Mrs.  Dawn’s class read Leaf Man and went on a 
nature walk. As they learned all about fall and leaves, they created their very own lead 
masterpieces. 

Mabry represents CA as MCYL
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By Guest Columnist Mary Jane Boutwell

Part of what started these thoughts 
running through my mind were the 
big round bales of hay with the red, 
white, and blue warerounds just 
off Highway 22 on Virlillia Road. 
When the sun and shade are just 
right the sight reminds me of the 
flag. If I were in the military, the 
urge to salute would be present. 
A little late in the year, but I do re-

member hauling hay. For my early 
memories, Daddy had a 4-wheel, 
flat bed trailer pulled by Bob the 
horse and Nell the mule. I got to 
drive them after most of the day. 
When the trailer was loaded, Dad-
dy drove to the barn, where square 
beds were unloaded and stacked. 
The hay-leafing barn was on the 

place when bought. One side had 
an enclosed holding area, corn 
crib, and two stalls. On the other 
side was an add on, and, as it emp-
tied, silage was fed in the trough 
along one side of the shed. 
Side planks were put on the pick-

up to haul hay and cotton. Until 
then, we kids rode up and down the 
road (including highways) to visit 
kinfolk sitting on the wheel well 
in the back. Sometimes we were 
on the tailgate with our feet hang-
ing off. Daddy’s top speed was 60 

miles per hour. 
As my family traveled the U.S. 

on vacation every August (lay by 
time on the farm), we would stop 
when we saw something of inter-
est. In the midwest, we saw hay 
barns with ramps built on to them 
to drive the hay trucks into the hay 
loft to unload. 
The ramp added to our barn was 

dirt and wood. It took a long time 
before anyone other than Daddy 
was allowed to back up the ramp 
into the barn. So much hay! So 
many building blocks! As the hay 
was fed, my brothers and neigh-
bors built trucks, tunnels, dead 
ends, and other things fun to them 
but not so fun to anyone that did 
not know the layout—fall into 
a pit, run into a square turn, etc. 
everything was covered with hay. 
When enough hay had been fed 
through, the games were over. 
The guys stopped building their 

hay barn playground when the 
bales went from square to round—
still small enough bales to lift eas-
ily. 
One year, we were given some 

soybean hay. It had to be loaded 
and hauled to our barn. I would 
sell all the cows before I did that 
again. Just the thought makes me 
itch. 

Remember When: hay, driving, cotton gins, and Daddy

My earliest memory of baling hay 
was a stationary square baler pow-
ered by a tractor driven belt. The 
hay was brought to a pile by the 
baler, usually by a mule with 12 to 
16 bales to hand load. 
My folks had a little bit of ev-

erything growing up on the farm. 
I actually picked a little using a 
fertilize sack with cotton boles in 
the open end to tie the shoulder 
strap onto. I did not like scraping, 

as pulling the boles with cotton 
scrapping then punched and cut 
my hand.
The side planks on the pickup had 

an angled board with a cotton scale 
at the back for the cotton sacks. As 
the sack of handpicked cotton was 
weighed, it was tallied for the indi-
vidual picker and for the bale total.   
The first cotton picker on the 

place was one row and attached 
cont. on page 24

Special to the Canton News 

By Guest Columnist Gloria Bilbrew , 
U.S. Postal Seervice

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) 
has been hard at work preparing for 
the holiday season since January. 
Rest assured, we’re holi-
day ready and well pre-
pared to deliver fast and 
reliable service to every 
address in Canton, MS 
and across America.
USPS has made 

significant invest-
ments to ensure 
your holiday greet-
ing cards and pack-
ages reach their in-
tended destination on-
time. We’ve added 249 new 
package sorting machines 
across the nation which 
will allow us to process 60 
million packages per day. 
This new equipment is 
part of $40 billion in new 
investments made under 
Delivering for America, 
our 10-year plan to achieve 
financial sustainability and 
service excellence.
Additionally, we have 

the space we need to 
manage all packages 
and mail when they 

reach us. We’ve strategically ex-
panded our footprint by 8.5 mil-
lion square feet throughout the 
country to augment space short-
ages at existing postal facilities,  

and we’ve deployed new 
technology on our work-

room floors to make sure 
we can track and move 

mail and packages 
quickly and to get 

them on their way.
The 650,000 

men and women 
of the U.S. Postal 

Service pride our-
selves on playing an 

important role in de-
livering the holidays for 
the nation. We’ve had 
more than 100,000 part 
time employees convert 
to full time positions 
since January 2021. And 
there is still time to join 
our team for the holiday 
season. Open seasonal 
positions are posted at 

usps.com/hiring.
Thank you for continuing 

to support the Postal 
Service. Our Canton 
Postal Service team 
wishes you a wonder-
ful holiday season.

Postal Service ready for holidays Canton Through a Lens: “The best ride”

Photo by Beth MacNeill

The Canton News features a photo each month by a Cantonian or of Canton. This 
month’s feature is by Canton local and beloved Beth MacNeill.
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Canton Academy wins MSAIS State XC

Special to the Canton New

The Canton Academy Cross Country teams were victorious in the MSAIS Cross Country State Championship. The varsity Girls won first place, while the boys team won second 
place. 

Christmas
�� Kylie Melons

Christmas
��

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 

Kylie Melons

The Venue
of Canton

Upscale Event & Meeting Place
339 W. Peace St.

Canton, MS 39046
Located inside Rich Grain Distilling Co.

Amenities:
● On the main street one block from Canton
 Square

● Ample Parking

● 24 hour surveillance system

● Wifi

● Spacious Food Prep/Set up Area

● AV Equipment *coming soon

FOR MORE
INFORMATION CALL (601) 714-2228
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Select 1 of 12 community chosen charities, 
and WE will donate 10% of  your total  
gift card purchase to your selected charity. 

Plus, we will feature one of the 12 selected 
charities each month in 2023, and they will 
rreceive additional donations from each 
restaurant!

Plus, We Give 10% to Charity!
Purchase online at 3in1GiftCard.com

In person at BRAVO!, Broad Street, and Sal & Mookie’s 

Digital and physical gift card options

No Limit to how many you can purchase

GIFT CARDS NEVER EXPIRE!

Save Now, Gift Later!

November 10th - 21st, 2022

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

HAPPY

THANKSG   INGIV

homecoming
CA 

CA homecoming game
Canton Academy was victorious on homecoming night and are now the District Champions. 
They will get a first-round bye in the playoffs. 

Photos by Courtney Warren
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Photo by Courtney Warren

Reese Willis, escorted by her brother Andrew Willis. 

Reese Willis named ‘22 
Canton Academy hoco queen

By Courtney Warren

Canton Academy recently celebrat-
ed homecoming as the Panthers took 
to the field to play the Clinton Chris-
tian Academy Warriors. During the 
halftime performances, homecoming 
court was announced. Homecom-
ing senior maids included Makay-
lah Walley, Mckenzie Pace and Re-
ese Willis. Escorted by her younger 
brother Andrew Willis, the stadium 
erupted in applause as Reese was an-
nounced homecoming queen.
Willis is the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Wes Willis of Flora and is a 
member of First United Methodist 
Church in Canton. She was in the 
first-ever CA K3 class and has been 
at CA since 2008. She is Captain of 
the Varsity Cheer squad and Presi-

dent of the Senior Class, and has 
been on the Head of School’s List 
throughout her high school years. 
In addition, she is Vice President of 
the National Honor Society and Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the yearbook. Reese 
has represented Canton Academy 
outside the classroom as a Madison 
County Youth Leader Ambassador 
and as a part of the Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership Team. Outside of 
school, Reese enjoys going to the 
gym, lying by the pool or on the 
beach with a good book, shopping, 
making trips to Oxford, and spend-
ing time with friends and family. 
She plans to attend the University 
of Mississippi to pursue a degree in 
Allied Health Sciences. Hotty Tod-
dy and Go Panthers!

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

DIVORCE
No fault/No kids

$600 $37 Attorneys fees   $313 Court fee
$50 Credit Counseling 

$400 to file
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

                    CANTON
DISCOUNT DRUGS Happy

Thanksgiving
from your friends at

726 East Peace Street
(601) 859-3827

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com

to the John Deere Tractor. When it 
was in the field the tractor worked 
in reverse. As dark set in  the pick-
ing came to a stop—to much mois-
ture. Thirty years later, the four 
row picker had a built in sprayer. 
Everything can change. 
For years, Ballard Gin, at High-

way 22 and Virlillia Road, is where 
our cotton was ginned. The Ray’s 
Country store was there with the 
gin scales at the back of the store. 
Mr. Ray would come into the back 
room overlooking the scales, weigh 
the total weight and send the cotton 
to the gin. When empty, they would 
come back to get the tare weight. 
Later, the scales were at the gin. 

The cotton carrier was pulled on 

the scale, weighed, sucked off, re-
weighed, and on to the next one. 
As children, we wandered all over 

the working gin—no supervision. 
It was fun to watch cotton being 
pulled up into the separators and 
watch it tumble. 
The gin was built so after the bands 

were placed around the bale in the 
compactor, the front was opened 
and the bale tumbled out. There 
were three levels. The compactor 
was slightly higher than the middle 
layer. The middle layer had steps 
down to the bottom level. The steps 
had large beams at an angle to slide 
the bales to the lowest level that was 
even with the truck bed for ease of 
loading. 

A family story: my daddy Grady 
Sowell was a large extra strong man. 
Men standing around waiting can 
get into all kinds of things. Down at 
the gin, someone bet Daddy that he 
could not pick up a bale of ginned 
cotton. After picking the bale up in a 
bear hug and placing it on the truck, 
he collected his nickel or dime. 
I have told this to a number of 

people, and several have said their 
grandfather or father used two cot-
ton hooks to pick up a bale by plac-
ing it on their backs. 
Bob and Nell were also used to 

harvest corn. The wagon had sides. 
Once again, I drove some. Either 
the corn was placed in a pile to be 
loaded into the wagon, or you drove 

through the corn, and the pullers 
load the corn into the wagon as it 
was pulled. All of this was done by 
hand—no gloves. 
Everything got more modern. The 

corn puller, one was now bolted to 
the John Deere Tractor. A trailer fol-
lowed along to catch the corn. 
At our house, if it was not green, it 

was not bought. 
I not only learned to drive a tractor 

hauling hay, but the trucks, also. My 
daddy was constantly yelling “don’t 
burn the clutch out.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mary Jane Bout-
well is a passionate historian and is 
thrilled to share stories about way 
back when.

Remember
cont. from page 20


