
 On Saturday, March 26, the Second 
Annual Miracle Maddy 5K Race, a 
benefit for Maddy Pittman, the young-
est daughter of Pearl native and Pearl 
High School graduate Nick Pittman 
and Amanda Pittman, will be held at 
the Flowood Nature Park. Participants 
will gather for a 5K run and walk. There 
will also be other items on the agenda, 
including a kids fun run, various food 
vendors, live entertainment and a silent 
auction.
 Maddy Pitman, diagnosed with leuke-
mia at two months old, is currently re-
ceiving treatment at St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennes-
see. Now only eighteen months old, she 
has endured intense chemo treatments, 
immunotherapies, numerous procedures 
and ICU stays, and two bone marrow 
transplants. The family currently awaits 
the results of her most recent bone mar-
row aspirate. 
 The 5K run/walk will begin at 8 a.m., 
and the kids fun run will start after the 
completion of the 5K run.
 Four sponsorship level opportuni-
ties are available: a Gold Sponsorship 

($1,000), which includes a company 
logo on race t-shirt, company logo on 
signage at event, and recognition on 
Facebook; a Silver Sponsorship ($500), 
which includes company name listed on 
race t-shirt, company name listed on sig-
nage at event, and recognition on Face-
book; a Bronze Sponsorship ($250), 
which includes company name listed on 
race t-shirt and Facebook recognition; 
or an in-kind donation of $100. To be-
come a sponsor, contact Emily Wooten 
at emily@sweetsouthernoccassions.
com or Kim Edwards at kimedwardsre-
altor@gmail.com.
 To register for the 5K run or walk, vis-
it www.RaceRoster.com and search for 
"Miracle Maddy."

2nd Annual Miracle Maddy 5K benefit race set for March 26
Special to The Pearl News

 Pearl is one of the safest cities in Mis-
sissippi, and the 2021 crime statistics 
show why that is the case. A report 
compiled by the Pearl Police Depart-
ment revealed an already low crime rate 
dropped to its lowest level in more than 
four years, and traffic enforcement num-
bers dramatically increased.
 "I am extremely proud of the work of 
the entire Pearl Police Department," said 
Mayor Jake Windham. "The investment 
we have made in hiring and training of-
ficers, as well as state-of-the-art equip-
ment, has definitely paid dividends."
 In a city of more than 27,000 residents, 
nearly 11,000 homes and more than 
1,000 businesses, there were no murders 
and only one reported armed robbery. 

There were just thirteen reported house 
burglaries, eight business burglaries and 
thirteen auto thefts.
 Traffic accidents were down, while ci-
tations written and intoxicated drivers 
arrested increased.
 "The vigilance of our officers to keep 
the roads safe is definitely saving lives," 
said Mayor Windham. "Chief Dean 
Scott has done a great job of leveraging 
funds from state grants and his city bud-
get to keep a constant presence around 
the city. I also believe the commitment 
to traffic enforcement has kept our other 
crime numbers low, as our officers of-
ten encounter people in possession of 
illegal drugs, weapons and outstanding 
warrants on traffic stops. We are all ded-
icated to making Pearl a great place to 
'Live, Work and Play' every day."

Special to The Pearl News

Special to The Pearl News

Pearl crime numbers drop to lowest level in four years
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Maddy Pitman
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 After almost thirty-one years of ser-
vice, Chief Russel James retired official-
ly from the Richland Police Department 
(RPD) on February 8 at the Richland 
Community Center.
 Looking back at his career, Chief 
James remembers that it all started at 
"Home Video," a video rental store he 
worked for while attending school at 
Hinds Community College. 
 "The lieutenant at the time and the 
assistant chief came by and said 'hey, 
son, do you want a job at the police de-
partment?' and I said 'sure,' so I started 
dispatching. That was about as much 
thought that went into it on my part." 
 So, in 1991, at the tender age of nine-
teen, James started out as a dispatcher 
for RPD. At that time, turnover was 
rare with RPD. But, as luck would have 
it, a police officer resigned, creating 

an opening in 1994. Then, after about 
eleven years in the police department, 
and, around thirty years of age, James 
was offered the position of Police Chief. 

Upon receiving the offer, James told 
Shirley Cummins Hall, the Mayor of 
Richland at the time, 'I am too young for 
this job.' Misgiving aside, he accepted 
the position, and, for twenty years, he 
has remained in that position. 
 Reflecting on how things fell into place 
for him with RPD, James says, "I think 
the Lord prepares you for times in your 
life and gets you ready for those things, 
and I think that was what this was. This 
was something I prayed about." 
 The one thing James will be forever 
grateful for during his tenure as police 
chief is that he never had to tell a spouse 
of a police officer that their significant 
other had been killed in the line of duty. 
What he will miss most about working 
at the police department? 
 "My friends…I have hired almost ev-
erybody, with the exception of two peo-
ple that are still here. But some of these 
people have been here twenty, twen-

ty-three years, and I mean have just be-
come great friends and confidants." 
 The idea of retirement was something 
he had been thinking about for the past 
two years. Again, in prayer, he and his 
wife decided, "it’s just the right time. 
The Lord has these subtle little things 
that tell you 'Hey, it’s time.' I’ve had 
plenty of those in the last weeks." 
 James says in retirement he plans on 
taking up his second love, carpentry. 
 "I have been a cabinet builder on the 
side for a lot of years, and that’s what I 
plan on continuing." 
 But Chief James wants to assure the 
citizens of Richland that he is leaving 
the city in good hands – "Nick McClen-
don is going to be my replacement. The 
Board’s already named him, effective 
February 15. I am glad someone is tak-
ing over I know has the city’s best in-
terests at heart…He’s going to do very 
well."

 Richland High School (RHS) Boys 
Soccer faced Bay High School on Satur-
day, February 5, for the MHSAA Class 
4A Boys Soccer Championship, and the 
Rangers didn’t disappoint. With a final 
score of 3-0, RHS defeated Bay High 
for the 4A state title. 
 RHS boys soccer coach John Adams 
is in his fifth year as head coach for the 
soccer team. 
 Adams describes his coaching style 
as "disciplined, high energy, respect-
ful. It’s very dynamic, the psychology 
of these kids, you know. The key is not 
motivation, because motivation leaves 
you quick; you have got to put some dis-
cipline into it, and help discipline them 
to do the right thing. It’s a very difficult 
job." 
 When he speaks about the past sea-
son, he says it was very memorable, but 
probably not for reasons anyone would 

suspect.
 "We started out pretty 
rocky and then got a lit-
tle bit better, but it wasn’t 
an exceptional season, 
like we were dominating 
everybody. We played a 
very difficult schedule - 
Northwest Rankin, Ger-
mantown, Brandon…we 
have a very 6A majority 
playing. The schedule 
reads sixteen and eight, 
and that was twelve and 
eight going into post 
season. However, it was 
a really special season 
when it became playoffs. 
That’s when the guys re-
ally started to buy in."
 See page 13 for the full 
story, RHS boys soccer 
celebrates championship 
win.

By Alexa Haik

Richland wins MHSAA Class 4A Boys Soccer Championship

Richland police chief signs off in 2022
By Alexa Haik
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Chief Russel James
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The members of the 2022 Richland High School Soccer Team are: seniors Ajari Fairley, Cameron Allison, Logan Bynum, 
Jacob Young, Jose Chavez-Gutierrez, Benji Hernandez, Chino Gerado Hernandez, Alex Mariano-Gregorio, Nathan Smith 
and Carson Rimes; juniors Jose Arellano, Garrett Myers, Jameson Miller, Jeremy Thomas, Braden Clark and Michael Men-
doza; sophomores William Guevara, Garrett Burney, Noah Rayburn, Kevin Ragoyta, Orlando Zarazua and Jordan Jones: 
and freshman Charles Williams, Gavin Myers, Abram Yates, Cooper Hammons, Harrison Rudd, Nolan Smith, Eric Zarazua, 
Noah Aldridge and William Boiling Jr; and manager Yesi Baltazar-Diego.

Special to The Richland News



 During an Eagle Scout Banquet held 
on February 4, Gabriel Hildesheim, a 
student at McLaurin High School, was 
awarded the Meritorious Action Award 
by the Andrew Jackson Council Boy 
Scouts of America for her life-saving 
actions. 
 On March 28, 2021, First Class Scout 
Gabriel "Gabby" Hildesheim and her 
father were returning from Gabby’s 
troop meeting. Upon entering the 
Hildesheim home, where she lives with 
her parents, brother, and grandmother, 
Gabby heard her grandmother call out 
for help. Immediately, Gabby ran to her 
grandmother’s room and found her on 
the floor, unable to get up. 
 Gabby checked to make sure that 
her grandmother was stable. She then 
summoned her father. Her father decid-
ed that Gabby’s grandmother needed 

medical attention, and they decided to 
transport her to a local hospital. 
 At this point, the grandmother start-
ed going in and out of conscious-

ness. Gabby, using her first aid skills, 
checked for a pulse, which was very 
weak. Gabby instructed her father to 
call 911. 

 After the 911 call was placed, Gabby 
and her father moved the grandmother 
to the front door to allow first respond-
ers easy access to the patient. Shortly 
after the move, Gabby’s grandmother 
went completely limp, lost conscious-
ness and stopped breathing. 
 Gabby again checked for a pulse and 
found none. She and her father be-
gan CPR. They continued CPR for a 
ten-minute period, and then checked 
for a pulse, and found one. Local first 
responders arrived shortly thereafter 
and took over care for Gabby’s grand-
mother.
 The Meritorious Action Award is giv-
en to recognize registered youth and 
adults who have performed an attempt 
to save a life or to recognize notable 
acts of service that need not involve 
attempts of rescue or risk to self, but 
put into practice Scouting skills and/or 
ideals.

Local Scout Hildesheim receives life-saving award
Special to The Florence News

 The Lady Eagles of Florence add anoth-
er gold ball to the trophy case after a 3-2 
win over the three-time defending state 
5A champion Lafayette Commodores. 
Under the leadership of head coach Bill 
Hood, the Lady Eagles took on the chal-
lenge of moving to 5A flawlessly, with 
their only loss coming to number one-
ranked Northwest Rankin early in the 
season. Winning nineteen games straight, 
the Eagles finished their near-perfect sea-
son with the ultimate accomplishment: 
2022 MHSAA 5A State Champions. 
 This win would not come easy, though. 
It was a battle of champions, as the de-
fending 4A state champion Lady Eagles 
faced the defending 5A state champion 
Lafayette Commodores. Neither would 
give up their title willingly. At the end 
of forty minutes, the scoreboard showed 
1-1 with a corner kick goal by the game’s 
Most Valuable Player and Southern Miss 
Signee Shaelynn Quick and a free kick by 
Caroline Perkins of Lafayette. 

 Florence wasted no time in the second 
half as they gained momentum after a 
goal from junior Christina Guzman in the 
first four minutes. Junior forward Addie 
Grace Bernard added another off a corner 
kick not long after. Bernard led the Lady 
Eagles in goals scored on the year with 
27. 
 Senior duo Madelyn Edwards and Shae-
lynn Quick felt the joy of the moment as 
they laid in each other’s arms midfield 
while the others jumped up and down 
with excitement. 

 "It’s really special for us, because we 
have been on the same team since we 
were five years old, so for us it feels like 
everything we have worked for and have 
dreamed of actually came true," said Ed-
wards. 
 "It feels great to win the championship 
our senior year. Florence soccer has been 
such a huge part of my life for such a long 
time, that anything less would have been 
unacceptable," added Quick. 
 Coach Hood notes the one thing that 
separated these girls from others is their 

confidence and leadership. Their "who's 
next?" mentality propelled them from one 
game to the next, regardless of what title 
was on the line. 
 "These girls have never known a high 
school soccer season that didn’t end with 
a state championship game," says Hood, 
who has coached the Eagles to the past 
five state championship games. "They’ve 
seen what it takes before them; they fol-
low the mold and add their own individ-
uality to it. They all have that leadership; 
they know what it takes, and they do it."

The Battle of Champions: Florence propels past Lafayette to repeat championship
By Contributing Writer Lauren Dixon 

Special to The Florence News
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Gabriel "Gabby" Hildesheim and her father.

The Lady Eagles finished with a historical regular season 22-1 and an overall record of 26-1.
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Keese awarded “Silver Key”

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Junior High School (PJHS) eighth-grade student Cody Keese was awarded the Silver Key award 
in drawing and illustration in the Scholastic Art Competition. His art will be on display at the Mississippi 
Museum of Art in Jackson.

Oswalt promoted to captain of RFD

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland Fire Department’s (RFD) Chad Oswalt (right) was recently promoted to Captain at the City of 
Richland Board of Aldermen Meeting. He is pictured with his father, Johnnie Oswalt.
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 Sharon Bennett has been selected as 
the 2021-2022 Pearl Public School Dis-
trict’s Parent of the Year. She will now 
represent the district in the state’s Parent 
of the Year program. 
 Bennett and her husband, Dr. Brett 
Bennett, are both graduates of Pearl 
High School and have three children: 
Colston, 14, a ninth grader at Pearl High 
School; Brynn, 9, a fourth grader at 
Pearl Upper Elementary; and Britton, 6, 
a kindergartener at Pearl Lower Elemen-
tary.
 After graduating from Pearl High 
School, Bennett attended Hinds Com-
munity College. Before staying home 
with her three children, she served at 
Pearl Lower Elementary for two years 
as an assistant teacher in a first-grade 
class.
 Bennett has been serving the students 

and staff of Pearl through the Parent 
Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) 
for the last ten years. Currently, she is 
president of the Pearl Upper Elementary 
PTSO and a member of the Pearl Lower 
Elementary and Pearl High School PT-
SOs. In addition to her involvement with 
PTSO, Bennett is also an active member 
of the Pearl Soccer Booster Club.
 Prior to being named as the district 
Parent of the Year, Bennett was selected 
as the 2021-2022 Pearl Lower Elemen-
tary Parent of the Year. 
 This is not the first time Bennett has 
been recognized as Parent of the Year 
on the school level. Previously, she 
was named Parent of the Year for Pearl 
Upper Elementary in 2016-2017 and 
Pearl Lower Elementary in 2018-2019. 
During her years of service in the PTSO, 
Bennett has helped with numerous fund-
raisers, school events, teacher apprecia-
tion days, and projects large and small. 

 "While the 
list of activi-
ties and events 
I have par-
ticipated in 
is long, I do 
not want this 
to appear as a 
list of accom-
plishments. I 
have been for-
tunate enough 
to stay home 
with my 
children for the past six years, which 
has provided me with a more flexible 
schedule and the ability to help in many 
unique ways. I have been blessed with 
this opportunity and appreciate the ex-
periences I have had and friendships I 
have made through the years. Pearl is 
a special community, and this school 
holds a special place in my heart."

 Through her time spent serving on 
the PTSO and her years as an assistant 
teacher, Bennett found herself inspired 
to help provide the schools and students 
with the best possible support system to 
aid in their success. 
 "These experiences allowed me to see 
firsthand the difference that parents can 
have in their kids' education. I have felt 
the heartbreak of underprivileged chil-
dren without a good support system at 
home and seen the struggles that these 
children have had to overcome. These 
experiences have helped me grow as 
both a person and parent, and I have 
tried to utilize these experiences to pro-
vide a better support system for both my 
children and other children in the dis-
trict."
 Bennett was recognized for her service 
to the students and staff of PPSD at the 
February board meeting and by the Pearl 
Chamber of Commerce.

Bennett selected as "Parent of the Year" by PPSD
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Sharon Bennett

PHS students serve at
the Mississippi State Capitol

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl High School (PHS) juniors Reid Grantham and Raelyn McHenry served as pages at the Mississippi 
State Capitol for Representative Gene Newman. Pictured (l to r) are: Representative Gene Newman, 
Reid Grantham, Raelyn McHenry and Speaker of the House Philip Gunn.
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•  KNOW GOD                          •  FIND FREEDOM                   •  DISCOVER PURPOSE                 •  MAKE A DIFFERENCE

2136 US 49, Florence, MS 39073  •  Visit us online at: RestorationMS.org  •  Follow us on Facebook: RestorationChurchMS

Sunday Service 10AM (In Person)
LIVE streamed Facebook & Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/user/restorationweb

Youth Ministry | Children’s Ministry  |  Small Groups

Worship experience monthly on 
1st Wednesdays 6:30PM

ROBBIE & KAILEY SWINDLE
STUDENT PASTORS

LARRY & TERRI PATE
LEAD PASTORS

FREDDIE & DEBRA BROWN
FOUNDING PASTORS

   Probably nearly every home in America has a Bible. This does not mean 
that all study the Bible because they have one. The Bible is here. If it did not 
come from Jehovah, where did it come from? No human being ever designed 
or created anything like the Bible. It points out man’s defects, pronounces 
punishment for the wicked. It constantly strikes at the very foundation of 
Satan’s kingdom.
   It is the world’s most wonderful library. Of all books that fill the shelves of 
the largest libraries none are like the Bible. It does not fail to record the 
shortcomings of its heroes. It tells of Noah’s drunkenness (Gen.9) as well as 
his faithfulness (Heb. 11); of Abraham’s faith (Rom.4), then of his weakness 
and lack of courage when he represented Sara, his wife to be his sister 
(Gen.20). We read of the meekness of Moses (Num.12) then his presumption 
(Num. 20:7-12). We see David’s wonderful power, then his criminality; of 
Solomon’s incomparable wisdom then his foolishness. We see Peter’s 
boldness then his denial of Christ.
   Men have sought to destroy the Bible but all in vain. It is the most widely 
read book in existence. Let us encourage you to read this wonderful and 
remarkable book. It contains counsel, condemnation or approval for man 
regardless of his relationship or station in life. There are warnings, 
admonitions entreaties for those who rebel against God. However 
forgiveness is in your reach. It lays the steps for one to become a Christian 
and then work is outlined by which you can enrich your life, bless humanity 
and have fellowship with the all-powerful God of the universe. The Bible 
makes known to man his sins, reveals God’s love and shows the way to life 
and happiness. You should form your life, shape your character and seal your 
destiny in keeping with the teaching of the Bible.
   The Holy Spirit selected the very words which inspired men used. (Acts 
2:4). The Holy Spirit not only selected the idea but gave utterance to the idea. 
(1 Cor.2:13). This plainly declares that the inspired men did not rely on their 
own wisdom to select words but used words as the Spirit taught them. 
Inspired men frequently spoke and wrote things which they themselves did 
not understand. (Job 42:3). As indicated in Acts chapter 2, the inspired men 
frequently spoke in languages which they did not understand or had learned. 
Without the aid of the Holy Spirit this would have been impossible.
   About 40 men were engaged in writing the Bible beginning with Moses, 
about fifteen hundred years before Christ and closing with the Apostle John 
about 96 A.D. It should be remembered that these men were not compelled 
to rely on their own literary attainments, training or mental ability in making 
known the will of the Lord. They spoke as they were “moved by the Holy 
Spirit” (1 Pet.1:21).

Where Did �e Bible Come From?

Special to SW Rankin News

GFWC-MFWC Florentine Club supports heart health

Members of the GFWC-MFWC Florentine Club of Florence met at the community center in February. 
The members wore red to support heart health awareness. The guest speaker was Carolyn Tedford. 
Hostesses for the meeting were Jessie Buckley and Debi Gibson. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Marjorie 
Ball, Betty Harpe and Mary Alice Hydrick; and back row: Kathy Hilton, Judy Webb, Club President Dianne 
Roberts, Jessie Buckley, Debi Gibson, CJ Applewhite, Jeannie Pittman and Dee Payne.

A New
INTRODUCING

FUNDRAISER
You Will
LOVE!

We are proud to announce  our new program that allows 
non-proot organizations, schools, and churches, to ooer our 

delicious food to their constituents as a fundraising project and 
make money for their organization!  

Our Delivered Dinners for Dollars 
Fundraising Program is as easy as 

1-2-3!
DDelivered Dinners for Dollars ooers an array of delicious meals 
prepared from scratch: main course, salad, dessert, and bread, 

all sized to feed a family of 4 - 6!

1. Meals are ordered via a secure online ordering
    system, and payment is made with a credit card by
    each participant at the time of ordering. 
2. Each meal is prepackaged and chilled, so it can be
          warmed up when it’s dinner time!
3. The ordered meals are then delivered to your
    predetermined drop-oo and distribution location
    at the time and date of your organization’s
    choosing.  

The process couldn’t be easier, and the 
results couldn’t be better!

Contact Katie Leach for more 
information 601.362.2900 or

email katiel@broadstbakery.com



March 2022 5Good News You Can Use

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

WINNER FOR FEBRUARY...GEORGIA HENRY
CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                  Find it, write the 
advertiser’s name and the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated 
address.  A drawing will be held to determine our winner from all correct entries received by March 25, 
2022.  There will be one winner per each issue in which this contest entry form appears.  One entry per 
household per issue, please.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                  Find it, write the 

Week of January 31, 2022
 The fi fth week of the 2022 legislative 
session proved to be the busiest thus far. 
The approximately 130 bills that were 
discussed dealt with a variety of topics.
 The Mississippi Health Care Workers 
Retention Act of 2022 (House Bill 764) 
was introduced on Wednesday. The bill 
would appropriate $56 million of the 
federal American Rescue Plan to the 
Mississippi Department of Health. These 
funds would be used to pay health care 
workers who directly treated COVID-19 
up to $5,000 if they agree to stay at their 
current facility for fi ve months. The bill 
passed by a bipartisan vote of 112-6.
 House Bill 512 would remove the De-
partment of Revenue from being the 
wholesale distributor of alcohol within 
the state and allow for wholesale per-
mits to be issued to private companies. 
The Department of Revenue currently 
operates the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
warehouse in Gluckstadt.  A similar bill 
was passed last session by the House, 
but it died in conference. HB 512 passed 
113-2 and has been sent to the Senate.
 The Second Amendment Preservation 
Act (House Bill 1418) would preempt 
any federal legislation seeking to ban 
fi rearms, ammunition and other supplies, 
excluding universities and colleges. Af-
ter little debate, the bill passed by a vote 
of 83-35. 
 House Bill 621 would increase certain 
penalties for the crime of fl eeing from 
law enforcement. Under current law, a 
person who is found guilty of operating 
a motor vehicle in a reckless or willful-
ly dangerous manner and fl eeing from 
law enforcement could receive up to fi ve 
years in prison. HB 621 would increase 
this time to ten years. The bill passed by 
a vote of 84-34.

Week of February 7, 2022
 This was the sixth week of the 2022 
Legislative Session. Thursday, February 
10, was the deadline for members to in-
troduce and discuss these general bills. 
Any bills not discussed in session by this 
deadline died on the calendar. 
 House Concurrent Resolution 39 pro-
poses an amendment to the Mississippi 
Constitution to create a new ballot ini-
tiative process. The former process was 
nullifi ed in May 2021 by the Mississip-
pi Supreme Court when it struck down 
Initiative 65, or the medical marijuana 
initiative. Under the new process, Mis-
sissippi voters could change current stat-
utes or introduce new statutes by a ballot 
initiative. After several failed amend-
ments, HC 39 passed 92-26 and has been 
sent to the Senate for consideration. 
 House Bill 884 would establish the 
Accelerate Mississippi Scholarship Pro-
gram. These scholarships would be avail-
able to eligible students for dual-credit 
and dual-enrollment courses and career 
and technical education courses that 
lead to industry certifi cation. The bill 

passed by a vote of 114-5 and will now 
go through the process in the Senate.
 House Bill 592 would suspend child 
support payments for incarcerated in-
dividuals under certain conditions. The 
bill initially failed by a vote of 51-63, 
but after some amendments, it passed 
the House by a vote of 90-18. 
 House Bill 1196 would revise certain 
licensing requirements for barbers, nurs-
es and social workers.  Citizens with 
felonies who have paid their debt to so-
ciety would now be eligible for a license 
in these respective fi elds. Before being 
held on a motion to reconsider, the bill 
passed the House by a vote of 106-9. 
That motion was then tabled later in the 
week.

Week of February 14, 2022
 This was the seventh week of the 2022 
Legislative Session. With general bills 
out of the way, representatives began 
working on appropriations and revenue 
bills. The appropriations bills will deter-
mine how much money is given to vari-
ous state agencies.
 The House is responsible for looking 
at the preliminary budgets of about fi f-
ty state agencies, including the Depart-
ments of Education, Transportation, In-
surance, Health, Medicaid and Human 
Services. These bills represent half of 
the state’s budget; the other half is cur-
rently being considered by the Senate 
and will be sent to the House for consid-
eration later in the legislative session.
 The House Ways and Means com-
mittee also took up several bills on the 
House fl oor this week. 
 House Bill 1662 would authorize issu-
ance of bonds to construct a new Mis-
sissippi Armed Forces Museum. Cur-
rently, the museum is at Camp Shelby.  
The location for the new museum would 
be owned by the Mississippi Military 
Department and would be located near 
Camp Shelby. The bill passed by a vote 
of 114-7 and has been sent to the Senate 
for consideration.

Week of February 21, 2022
 This was the eighth week of the 2022 
Legislative Session. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 23, marked the deadline for original 
fl oor action on House appropriations and 
revenue bills. The Appropriations com-
mittee considered most budget bills last 
week, but the Ways and Means commit-
tee took up several revenue bills to meet 
this week’s deadline.
 House Bill 1564 would authorize coun-
ty or municipal leaders to grant a partial 
ad valorem tax exemption for nonresi-
dential property that is being converted 
to residential property. The bill passed 
unanimously by a vote of 119-0.
 House Bill 1639 would impose a tax on 
motor vehicles charged at alternative-fu-
el stations, most notably electric vehi-
cles. This tax would be similar to taxes 
already imposed on gasoline and diesel 
vehicles. The bill passed the House by a 
vote of 102-14 and has been sent to the 
Senate.

MS House Weekly Summaries: February 2022
Special to the SW Rankin News

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002
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Florence Middle School’s 2021-2022 
"Who's Who" recipients honored

Photos special to SW Rankin News

NAME AGE CITY DOD  Funeral Home 
Robin Juve Sweat 65 Brandon, MS 1/30/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Rev. Danny Walton 76 Florence, MS 2/1/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Danny Richardson 59 Florence, MS  2/2/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Louise Pittman Bailey 98 Richland, MS 2/2/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Eddie H. Langdon 85 Florence, MS 2/3/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Eliza Ann Wester� eld 72 Florence, MS 2/5/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Matthew Lee Wilder 36 Florence, MS 2/7/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
John “Jack” Freeman 89 Florence, MS 2/8/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Jensie “Diane” McLean 70 Richland, MS 2/9/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Joe Oliver Martin 80 Crystal Springs, MS 2/9/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Ronald “Ron” Graves 73 Richland, MS 2/10/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Shana Lynn Bailey 51 Pearl, MS 2/10/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Adrian Martinez Rojas 34 Richland, MS 2/10/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Sharon Breazeale Foreman 87 Raymond, MS 2/12/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Charles J. Hofsass, Jr. 63 Pearl, MS 2/12/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Robert “Bob” Norsworthy, Jr 96 Florence, MS 2/14/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Infant, Benjamin Barrett -0- Brandon, MS 2/14/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Lightsey
Dwight Nordin Trim 75 Brookhaven, MS 2/15/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Carolyn Speed Williams 87 Florence, MS 2/15/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Donna Howard Neely 68 Florence, MS 2/19/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Martha “Teanie” Caulkins 93 Florence, MS 2/19/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Brian Jay Miller 72 Madison, MS 2/23/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Infant, Derek Anthony 4 days Florence, MS 2/21/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Joshua Lush
Deborah Ann Peets 62 Pearl, MS 2/21/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home
Pearl Dover Wilson 75 Richland, MS 2/28/2022 Chancellor Funeral Home

Florence Middle School’s (FMS) seventh-grade Who’s Who award recipients are Mary Grace Tomlinson 
and Colson Errington for Most Dependable; Madelyn Shoemaker and Sawyer Mullins for Cutest; Sophie 
Quibodeaux and Tristian McAlpin for Most Athletic; Riley Arrington and Dawson Bishop for Most Courte-
ous; Maddie Tucker and Sergio DelaTorrezarate for Most Musically Inclined; Anna Grace Mangum and 
Grayson Trammell for Most School Spirit; Lilly Grace Elward and Kacey Bogan for Funniest; Kristen 
Holmes and Will Ross for Best Dressed; and Alexis Smith and Rush Parker for Class Favorite.

FMS’s eighth-grade Who’s Who award recipients are Emily Knight for Happiest; Timya Amos and Tyler 
McGee for Most Dependable; Cora Whitney and Morgan Weathersby for Cutest; Ahmya Norwood and 
DeAnthony Hicks for Most Athletic; Navayiah Aaron and Andy Barnette for Most Courteous; Belle Clark 
and Avery Clark for Most Musically Inclined; River Cannon and Joel Dykes for Most School Spirit; Simya 
Taylor and Jaboris Buckley for Funniest; Karlee Dolan and Bryce Bufkin for Best Dressed; and Shelby 
Walters and Austin Ekland for Class Favorite.

Mr. and Miss FMS for 2022 are Morgan Weathersby and Belle Clark.
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THEY SAY HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS, 
SO WE PROVIDE HEART CARE CLOSE TO HOME.
Our team of heart specialists are here for your 
routine and preventive cardiac care through 
lifestyle support, minimally invasive treatments 
and in emergent situations.

When you put your heart in our hands, you get 
the benefit of skilled, experienced cardiovascular 
specialists and Merit Health Heart’s collaborative 
approach to care.

To learn more, visit MeritHealthHeart.comYOUR HEART IS IN 
THE RIGHT PLACE.

If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

SW Rankin Water offers new online payment option

 Southwest Rankin Water Association 
(SRWA) recently announced that they 
now offer their customers the option to 
pay their bill online through PayStar. 
 Payments can be made twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days a week by deb-
it or credit card. SRWA accepts Master 
Card, Visa and Discover. 
 To pay online, customers may visit 
www.swrankinwa-
ter.com/bill-pay-
ment/ and click the 
green "Pay Your 
Bill Now" button 
to get started. Cus-
tomers will need 
to provide their 
SRWA account 
number to process 
payments online.
 Other payment options are still avail-
able, as well, including by mail, in-per-
son and through a financial institution’s 
bill pay service.
 If paying by check or money order 
through the mail, customers should 
send their payment coupon with their 
payment.  To avoid late fees, payments 
should be mailed at least five to seven 
business days before the due date spec-
ified on the bill. 
 Payment drop-offs are accepted at 201 

South County Line Road in Florence. 
For drop-off payments, SRWA accepts 
cash, check or money orders. To avoid 
longer wait times, it is important to note 
that Mondays, Fridays and the first day 
after a holiday are normally very busy. 
 Payment through financial institu-
tions' online bill pay services are also 
accepted. Many financial institutions 
such as major banks offer their custom-
ers the ability to pay their bills via an 

online bill payment 
service through 
the bank's website. 
Normally, these 
services debit the 
customer's check-
ing or savings ac-
count to pay the 
bill. Depending on 
the financial insti-
tution, they may or 

may not charge a fee for the service. 
Payments may take up to seven busi-
ness days to post to the customer's ac-
count, and customers should consult 
with the bank of choice for more infor-
mation.
 The SRWA payment address is: 
Southwest Rankin Water Association, 
201 South County Line Road, Flor-
ence, Mississippi, 39073.
 Visit www.swrankinwater.com for 
more information.

Special to the SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl students compete in county spelling bee

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Upper Elementary students Austin Harrell (left) and Lailah Jackson (right) competed virtually in the 
2022 Rankin County Spelling Bee.



March 20228 Good News You Can Use

Discover YOUR pathway forward!

 Moving people forward! Moving people forward!

hindscc.edu

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportu-
nities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Bellmon, Vice President of Instruction/Career & Technical Education, 
Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

Hinds Community College is committed 
to moving people and communities forward by 

helping develop their purpose, passion 
and profession.

 The Richland-Florence Garden Club 
(R-FGC), in cooperation with the Rich-
land Fire Department and the Florence 
Volunteer Fire Department, is launching 
a project to provide residents in the Rich-
land and Florence areas with emergency 
information cards. 
 Once completed, the vital information 

on the cards will not only benefit first re-
sponders, but also the hospital emergen-
cy staffs and the residents themselves.
 First responders will be able to provide 
faster help for citizens in emergency situ-
ations, instantly know medical history of 
patient, and provide corrective treatment 
immediately, when time is of the essence.
 Hospital emergency staff will be able 
to immediately have needed medical 

data on the patient and not waste time at-
tempting to get information from a con-
fused or semi-conscious patient.
 Residents will have peace of mind 
knowing that they will receive prompt, 
quality care; easy access to potential 
life-saving information; and assurance 
that proper persons will be notified 
quickly.
 The emergency information cards 

are available at Richland City Hall, the 
Richland Library, Richland Senior Cen-
ter, Florence City Hall, and the Florence 
Library. Residents are strongly urged to 
pick up and complete a card, then place 
the card on the front of their refrigerator.
The R-FGC is a member of the Natchez 
Trace District, The Garden Clubs of Mis-
sissippi, Inc. and federated with National 
Garden Clubs, Inc.

Life-saving information cards now available

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Members of the Richland-Florence Garden Club are pictured with representatives of the Richland Fire Department and the Florence Volunteer Fire Department. Pictured (l to r) are: Lt. Chase Allen, Chief Todd 
Sandford, Susan Harrison, Gaynell Ainsworth, Battalion Chief Ricky Chapman, Sandra Hales-Boyd, Scottie Boyanton, firefighter Luie Price and Battalion Chief Randy White.
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Edward Carr, the face of Big Thrift

 It was the first summer of the pandemic, 
and the Big Thrift was still at its Florence 
location. 
 "We started doing Facebook when 
COVID hit. Because we closed the store 
and were still getting paid and still work-
ing, we decided that perhaps we should 
try to sell stuff on Facebook. So, we 
started doing these live Facebook shows, 
showing people what we have in the store. 
They would call, purchase the items and 
then just come pick them up. We would 
bag the items up leave them outside of 
the doors, and they would come and pick 
them up. It worked very well, and that is 
why we are still doing it," says Edward 
Carr, Big Thrift’s lead sales associate.
 Carr explains that, in the beginning, 
his Facebook Live appearances were 
nerve-racking, but it was something that 
was part of the job. Eventually, he be-
came comfortable doing it; and, because 
of the success of his online appearances, 
he continues to broadcast at least twice a 
week. Even if he isn’t able to do a live 
broadcast, he will post on the Big Thrift 
Facebook page, highlighting the specials 
of the week. 
 As a result, customers who visit the 
store will ask for him by name. Accord-
ing to Carr, it makes him feel "kind of 
great." So, to reciprocate in some way, 
he memorizes as many of the customers’ 
names as possible. 
 Carr originally grew up in the Richland 
area. In adulthood, however, he moved 
to the Midwest and lived in the State of 
Wisconsin for forty-five years as a book-
keeper.
 About four-and-a-half years ago, Carr 
retired from the bookkeeping job, left 
Wisconsin, and moved back, primarily to 
be near a sister who had been diagnosed 
with cancer. Unfortunately, the slower 
pace of retired life proved to be challeng-
ing, and he was bored. Carr asked his 
sister, who has now passed, if she knew 
places where he could volunteer, know-

ing his affinity for animals. 
 So, off they went to some of the local 
vet clinics, asking if they needed volun-
teers. Unfortunately, there were no takers. 
But his sister was a faithful patron of The 
Big Thrift and said 'why don’t we go to 
Mississippi Spay and Neuter?'The rest, 
Carr says, is history. 
 "I first started just sorting clothes [as 
a volunteer]. I would spend the day just 
sorting through the clothing, picking out 
what was nice that we wanted to sell, and 
bagging up the rest of it and giving it to 
other charities."
 Carr was a volunteer for about four 
months - coming in four or five days a 
week. Then, one day, he was asked if he 
was interested in a paid position as the 
lead sales associate – the position that he 
now proudly holds.
 Currently, he manages other employ-
ees, taking in donations, sorting through 
the donations, ringing up the customers, 
you know, “the whole gamut, I do every-
thing.” 
 What he likes the most about this job is 
"less stress and more fun." 
 "What makes it fun is the customers," 
said Carr, "because I can laugh and joke 
with them, and it doesn’t feel so much 
like a job." 
 Looking toward the future, his plan is 
to stay with the Big Thrift for "as long 
as they want me, because I love working 
here. I don’t plan to go anyplace." 
 The Big Thrift is located at 657 High-
way 49 in Richland. The hours of opera-
tion are Tuesday through Saturday, 9:30 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Those interested can 
also visit the online store at bigthrift.org 
or follow them on Facebook. They offer 
in-store pick-up, curbside pick-up and 
shipping.
 Every purchase made at The Big Thrift 
supports animals through Mississippi 
Animal Rescue League and Mississippi 
Spay and Neuter. 
 Specials coming in March include fif-
ty percent off of picture frames, DVDs, 
VHS tapes, holiday items and toys.

By Alexa Haik

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Carr attending an annual fundraiser with a long-time Big 
Thrift volunteer Vicky Wade.Carr outside the Big Thrift.

We make signing up to begin receiving the The Pearl News, The Richland News,
and The Florence News quick and easy.

All you have to do is subscribe at www.swrankinnews.com/subscribe-today and then
pay with PayPal...making your payment on the most secure credit card process network

on the Internet.  Pay for your subscription by using your PayPal account or with
"Any Major Credit Card.” 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
ONLY $12 A YEAR!
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Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024
or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became 
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in 
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options. 
Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance 
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

6243_D

Get the facts that matter to you: 

 • Critical dates for Medicare eligibility

 • Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

 • Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. I understand I have no 
obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. (MD, VA: These policies are available to 
people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and 
costs or other coverage details, please contact your insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, 
L038, F001, F002 (OK: L030OK, L035OK, L036OK, L037OK, L038OK; TN: L030TN, L035TN, L036TN, L037TN; L038TN, F001TN, F002TN; 
L030VA, L035VA, L036VA, L037VA, L038VA).

 In 1908, Lucy Maud Montgomery’s 
book, Anne of Green Gables, was pub-
lished, quickly becoming a classic of 
juvenile literature. Ms. Montgomery 
subsequently published seven other 
books in the series. The book has been 
made into several movies and televi-
sion series.
 Set in the year 1896, Anne of Green 
Gables is about an eleven-year-old 
orphan, Anne Shirley, sent to an older 
couple, siblings Matthew and Maril-
la Cuthbert, who live on their farm, 
"Green Gables," on Prince Edward Is-
land in Canada. They expected a boy 
to help Matthew with his work on the 
farm, since he is getting older and can-
not do all the work himself. 
 When Matthew arrived at the train 
depot, he was surprised to see not a 
boy, but a small girl anxiously waiting. 
Bachelor Matthew is a quiet, shy man, 
uncomfortable around most women, 
and he finds that the girl, "Anne," is 
very talkative; yet, she is amusing and 
uses big words. Her optimism, enthu-
siasm and imagination charm Matthew 
as they travel by horse and cart for 
hours towards home. 

 Matthew urges his sister, Marilla, to 
let the child stay, telling her they could 
hire a young boy from a nearby farm 
to help him. After a rough beginning 
due to Marilla’s determination to send 
Anne back to the orphanage, Marilla 
agrees with Matthew that they should 
try the girl.  
 Anne almost always looks on the 
bright side of any issue, in spite of 
having been abused and bullied of-
ten at the orphanage and in two fos-
ter families. She occasionally gets lost 
in her romantic fantasies, and this can 
interfere with what she should be do-
ing. Once, she let a meal burn when 
she was pretending to be a fairy danc-
ing around the kitchen table. Marilla 
came home from a short visit with a 
neighbor to find Anne oblivious to the 
smoke pouring out of the oven!  
 Anne longs to be pretty. She can 
imagine away some of her physical 
faults, such as being skinny, but the 
bright red hair and freckles are the 
bane of her existence. She is smart 
and has a level head at times, which 
Marilla acknowledges is admirable, 
but pragmatic Marilla fusses at her for 
wanting to be pretty. 
 Marilla sews her three new dresses 
in a severe cut. Anne longs for stylish, 

romantic dresses with puff sleeves; 
all the girls in her school have puff 
sleeves. Marilla does not believe in 
giving in to such frivolous vanity.   
 Anne, an avid reader, became popular 

for her imagination and her abili-
ty of doing recitations with great 
emotion and verve. She was one 
of the smartest "scholars" in the 
school, and her best friend, Diana 
Barry, was a loyal and true friend. 
  One boy at school, a handsome 
older boy named Gilbert Blythe, 
loved to tease the girls. When 
he spotted Anne her first day at 
school and pulled her red braid, 
calling her "Carrots," he roused 
her considerable temper; she 
screamed and hit him with her 
slate, breaking it over his head. 
She endured stern punishment 
from the teacher and vowed never 
to return to school; however, be-
cause she missed her friend Di-
ana, she returned to school.  
  Anne had some serious faults, 
mostly from not having been 
"brought up properly," as Maril-
la once said; but she was a hap-
py child and opens her heart to 
one and all. Her vivid imagina-

tion saved her from being embit-
tered by her early life experiences. 

At the end of Chapter XIV, a smiling 
Marilla aptly sums up Anne’s charac-
ter: "No house will ever be dull that 
she’s in."

By Beth Woodmansee for The 
Friends of the Richland Library   

Anne of Green Gables, the March book report from FRL

Special to SW Rankin News

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

601-460-0256

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 
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Nolee Jones of Pearl named 2022 Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Champion

 
 When Nolee Jones grows up, she wants 
to be a registered nurse, perhaps caring 
for children who started life as she did, 
with a congenital heart condition. 
 Jones, whose heart was mended by sur-
geons at Children’s of Mississippi, is the 
state’s 2022 Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals Champion. The eight-year-old 
from Pearl stays healthy by seeing her 
cardiologist at the Children’s Heart Cen-
ter at the state’s only children’s hospital. 
 Children’s of Mississippi is the pediat-
ric arm of the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center and includes the chil-
dren’s hospital in Jackson as well as out-
patient clinics around the state.  
 Every year, 170 local Children's Mira-
cle Network Hospitals identify a Cham-
pion in each of their local communities 
to serve as the face for children treated 
at their local children's hospital. These 
ambassadors spend their year advocat-
ing for the charitable need of children's 
hospitals across North America.  
 "Nolee has been a wonderful patient," 
said her cardiologist, Dr. Onyekachukwu 
Osakwe, assistant professor of cardiolo-
gy. "She was quite sick as a baby, with 
multiple congenital heart defects. We 
initially managed her with medications 
as a baby, but she struggled with gaining 
weight. Her heart surgery was done be-
fore her first birthday, and she had multi-
ple defects repaired."
 Following the heart surgery, she has 
had excellent results and is doing very 
well, Osakwe said. 
 "I do not anticipate that she will need 
any further procedures, but we will con-
tinue to follow her closely. It is always a 
pleasant visit when she comes to clinic. 
She is always very happy and playful. 
She is a true testament of the excellent 
services we are able to provide her at 
Children’s of Mississippi." 

Pearl Mayor Jake Windham and Miss 
Mississippi Holly Brand joined Jones' 
friends and family recently in celebrat-
ing her announcement as the state’s 
Champion at the Mississippi Children’s 
Museum in Jackson. 
 "Nolee and her family are the folks that 
Pearl is about," Windham said. "They 
work hard, and they never quit. Nolee 
is an inspiration to my heart. She has 
achieved so much in life already, and 
she’s got a lot more to do." 
 Jones is "a strong woman in the mak-
ing," said Brand. "No one is too young 
to make a difference, and Nolee is living 
proof that statement is true." 
 Jones will bring strength and joy to the 
role of Children’s 
Miracle Network 
Hospital Champi-
on, said Kathryne 
Lewis, a UMMC 
development liai-
son. 
 "She is truly 
strong beyond 
her years and has 
a beautiful, happy 
spirit."  
 Lewis said her 
team first met 
Jones during 
Mississippi Mir-
acles Radiothon last year.  
 "She was here for an appointment with 
her cardiologist and wanted to see what 
was going on in the community room of 
the Kathy and Joe Sanderson Tower. It 
turns out it was actually her eighth birth-
day that day," Lewis said.
 "Right away, Nolee came into the event 
with a big smile and her warm personal-
ity and volunteered to share her hospital 
story live on the radio to support Chil-
dren’s of Mississippi. She was a natural, 
and I know she’s going to be a wonderful 
representative for Children’s of Missis-
sippi and our patients and their families." 

 The family business, Bates Inflatables, 
has already shown support for Chil-
dren’s of Mississippi by raising $1,000 
in Jones’ honor.  
 About one in every 100 babies born has 
a congenital heart defect, making it the 
most common type of birth defect. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, about one mil-
lion children live with congenital heart 
defects. Because of medical advances, 
there are now more adults – about 1.4 
million – than children with congenital 
heart defects. 
 "Nolee is doing great," said her mother, 
Chelsea Bates, who is a registered nurse. 
"It has been a blessing that each appoint-

ment with Children’s of Mississippi ends 
with positive results, and Nolee’s heart is 
still in great condition." 
 Not long after Jones was born in Hat-
tiesburg, she began to have difficulty 
breathing and gaining weight, her moth-
er said. 
 "She wasn’t as active as other babies. 
The pleasure of drinking a bottle caused 
fatigue and was literally breathtaking for 
Nolee." 
 For the first three months of her life, 
Jones had several checkups and emer-

gency department visits for breathing 
problems, projectile vomiting and fa-
tigue. 
 "Nolee would become very sweaty and 
fatigued when trying to drink a bottle, 
only finishing two ounces before crying 
herself to sleep," Bates said.  
 After lab tests showed her oxygen level 
was low, Jones was taken by ambulance 
to Children’s of Mississippi. There, it 
was discovered that Jones was born with 
two holes in her heart, an atrial septal de-
fect and ventricular septal defect.  
 "Our visit to Children’s of Mississippi 
saved Nolee’s life," Bates said. "She was 
placed on medications to help her heart 
pump effectively and assist with prepar-
ing her for surgery." 
 On August 20, 2013, Jones underwent 
open-heart surgery for repairs at Chil-
dren’s of Mississippi. 
 "We spent several weeks at Children’s 
of Mississippi, and everyone was truly 
amazing, caring and supportive toward 
Nolee and our family." 
 Jones' care "has been nothing short of 
phenomenal," Bates said. "We love the 
doctors, nurses and staff. I feel that Nol-
ee is in great hands and will always re-
ceive the proper medical treatment she 
requires when receiving care at Chil-
dren’s of Mississippi." 
 Jones is an honor roll student at 
Northside Elementary who enjoys danc-
ing and math. Northside educators at-
tended her announcement to cheer her 
on. 
 "She is a wonderful student," said Jes-
sica Ferguson, one of her teachers. "Nol-
ee is super sweet, works hard and cares 
about her classmates." 
 Jones has always been a champion, 
Bates said. "She’s proven to be a strong 
champion already, fighting to survive 
with a congenital heart defect. Nolee is a 
beautiful, smart and awesome little girl – 
it's a blessing that Nolee is still here with 
us today. Her life is truly a miracle."

By UMMC News and Media 
Relations Reporter Annie Oeth

Special to SW Rankin News
Nolee Jones

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

Please contact
Chris McCoy at 
(601) 706-9237.

LET THE

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!
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RHS announces Teachers of the Month

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland High School (RHS) recently announced the teachers of the month for December. Pictured (l to r) are: Ranger Champion Teacher of Month Tori 
Williams, Richland High Teacher of the Month Lisa Shields, Richland High Teacher of the Month Jessica Huffman and 3E Superstar of the Month Katie Allen.

Special to SW Rankin News

Tim Pickett, a Florence native, has recently been 
named Senior Vice President. The announcement 
was made by Chance Carter, Chief Executive 
Officer for Community Bank’s Central Mississip-
pi Region. Pickett recently served as Vice Pres-
ident and has been in banking for five years. In 
his new role, Pickett will continue to develop and 
manage consumer and commercial loans as well 
as deposit relationships. Pickett is a graduate of 
The University of Mississippi with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration in Managerial Finance 
and Banking and Finance. He is also a graduate 
of The Mississippi School of Banking at Ole Miss. 
Active in the community, Pickett is a member of 
the Kiwanis Club, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
the Florence Volunteer Fire Department. He is 
married to Lana, and together they attend First 
Baptist Church Florence.

Pickett of Florence 
named Community 
Bank Senior VP
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 It all came down to one moment in 
time, and Richland High School (RHS) 
Boys Soccer Coach John Adams will 
never forget what happened in that mo-
ment on Saturday, February 5, at the 
MHSAA Class 4A Boys Soccer Cham-
pionship game.
 "When Chino Hernandez passes 
[the ball] across the middle and then 
Charles Williams, who is a ninth grad-
er, just hits it in the back of the net. I 
hate to say the relief that came over me; 
it wasn’t relief, but it was 'ahhhh, thank 
goodness…' For a ninth grader to get 
that shot, it was awesome!"
 Let history refl ect that RHS Boys 
Soccer defeated Bay High 3-0 to win 
the 2022 MHSAA Class 4A Boys Soc-
cer Championship at Brandon High 
School.
 Coach Adams said he could not be 
prouder of the entire boys soccer team 
and all the players. Like a proud father, 
Adams highlights the accomplishments 
of the ten senior players he will be los-
ing this year, sharing his thoughts on 
what really made each player unique 
and irreplaceable. 
 "Carson Ryans is my goalie. We 
picked him up his junior year, and we 
took him on a crash course in goalie. 
He was growing his eleventh-grade 
year, and his twelfth-grade year I told 
him, 'this is your year, when we were 
going to the playoff s; this is going to be 
when you shine.'"
 "Then you’ve got Jacob Young, num-
ber 77, who’s going to MC [Mississippi 
College], and he is one of the top soccer 
players in the state. He is playing in the 
all-stars game; he is amazing, on and 
off  [the fi eld]." 
 "Then there’s Logan Bynum, who is 
another senior, going to Co-Lin [Co-
piah-Lincoln Community College]; he 
played my defensive mid…he was the 
workhorse, like the heart of the team," 
continued Adams. 

 "Then Benji Hernandez, number 64, 
he was my striker. He fi nished more set 
pieces than anybody in my past years."
 "Jose Gutierez was my utility player. 
You can put him literally anywhere."  
 "Alex Mariano, number 16, in the 
back, was our best defender. He was 
our center-back; he was basically the 
person we were leaning on during the 
playoff s. We had two goals scored on 
us on the whole post season, which is 
an awesome set to have."
 "Cameron Allison, who got COVID 
during the beginning of the playoff s 
and bounced right back, played lights 
out against Bay High; it took him a lit-
tle while to wake up, but he was awe-
some," said Adams. 
 "Then there is Chino Hernandez, the 
winger and midfi elder, who got the as-
sist for the second go ahead goal to put 
us up 2-0 at state." 
 "Ajari Fairley was right wing, one of 
the fastest hard-working players we 
have. Defenders really hate him, be-
cause of the pressure he brings."
 Adams goes on: "Nathan Smith, mid-
fi elder, is like the big brother to the 
team. He plays so simple and smart. 
Smith is going to have a bright future 
with his mindset." 
 "Just a good group, you can’t really 
break it down to one or two or three…
it’s just, all ten of them are awesome."
 In all, there are thirty-two ninth- 
through twelfth-grade players and 
nineteen junior high players in the RHS 
boys soccer program. According to Ad-
ams, to have those numbers, noting that 
his second year the team had a total of 
twenty-three ninth- through twelfth-
grade players, is, to put it succinctly, 
"awesome!" 
 What’s next for Coach Adams? "I 
have a big tenth-grade group and a 
big ninth-grade group, and I am crazy 
enough to believe we can do it again." 
 Keep an eye out for the 2022-23 RHS 
boys soccer team, as they just might be 
on a roll.

RHS boys soccer team
celebrates championship win

Special to SW Rankin News
2022 Richland High School Soccer Team

By Alexa Haik

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Banks, Ross win FMS Spelling Bee

Florence Middle School (FMS) recently announced that eighth-grader Jeremy Ross (left) and sixth-grad-
er Lilly Kate Banks (right) won the 2022 spelling bee. They will move on to represent FMS in the Rankin 
County School District Regional Spelling Bee. Additionally, Ross recently placed second in The Scripps 
National Spelling Bee District Competition.

Richland, MS 39218

RICHLAND
LOCATION

601-939-5007

4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

PEARL
LOCATION

601-939-3255

133 Center Street
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Pearl Upper Elementary celebrates Students of the Month

Photos special to SW Rankin News

The fourth-grade November Pearl Upper Elementary (PUE) Students of the Month are (l to r), front row: Maddie Garcia, Marleigh Drane, RayLyn Hines, Kayden Belford, Rowdy Lewis and Jeremiah Cornejo; and 
back row: Nella Paulus, Serenity Mallett, Shelby Neal, Sarah Johnson, Harlee Medina, Josue Lopez-Mejia, Malaiya Lumpkin and PUE Principal Gavin Gill. Not pictured is Anthony Luchi.

The fi fth-grade November PUE Students of the Month are (l to r), front row: Jaelya Guthrie, Tinley Gilmer, Kamryn Kent, Kennedy Shelwood, Lella Martin, Aubrey Bowles, and Natasha Manzur; and back row: PUE 
Principal Gavin Gill, Colby VanBuren, Bella Reese Vanderford, Malik Robinson, Shams Abdellatif, Katie Dougan, Jayden Pineda, Christian Reyna, and Makaiya Lopez.

The PUE fourth-grade students of the month for December (l to r) are, front row: Rachel Evans, Brynn Bennett, Evan Collins, Maceo Sloan, Grey Fleming, Cristofer Obregon and Diego Bartolome-Mateo; and back 
row: Cayden McFarland, Ella Jackson, Jasmine Welsin, Zachery Alt, Kaleb McMath, Shakayla Thompson and Asher Hardin. Not pictured is Allee Vanderford.

The PUE fourth-grade students of the month for December (l to r) are, front row: Rachel Evans, Brynn Bennett, Evan Collins, Maceo Sloan, Grey Fleming, Cristofer Obregon and Diego Bartolome-Mateo; and back 
row: Cayden McFarland, Ella Jackson, Jasmine Welsin, Zachery Alt, Kaleb McMath, Shakayla Thompson and Asher Hardin. Not pictured is Allee Vanderford.
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Send resumes to
Clay Mansell at:
claymansell@
swrankinnews.com

EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

Wilkerson signs with Avila University

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland High School (RHS) football standout Robert Wilkerson signed a scholarship with Avila Uni-
versity for the 2022-2023 school year. Pictured at the signing (l to r) are, front row: Michael Wilkerson 
(father), Robert Wilkerson, Robbin Young (mother) and Taylor Wilkerson (sister); and back row: RHS 
Assistant Principal Dr. Terrance McEwen, Assistant Principal Corey Yates, RHS Coach J.J. Plummer, 
Curtis Holmes (grandfather), Shirley Holmes (grandmother) Mary Coleman (aunt), George Wilkerson 
(grandfather), Athletic Director Todd Montgomery and Principal Dr. Marcus Stewart.

FHS goalkeeper signs with SWCC

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) during a signing ceremony at FHS are, front row: John Helms, signee Holden Helms and 
Dre' Helms; middle row: Morgan Ulrich and Kay Berry; and back row: Assistant Boys' Soccer Coach 
Bill Hood, FHS Athletic Director Josh Anderson, FHS Principal Tony Martin, Boys' Head Soccer Coach 
Joshua Cavanaugh and FHS Assistant Principal Jason Thomas.

Florence High School (FHS) senior 
Holden Helms recently signed a letter of 
intent to play soccer on scholarship with 
Southwest Mississippi Community Col-
lege (SWCC). Holden is the son of John 
and Dre' Helms and the grandson of Kay 

Berry, all of Florence. Holden has been a 
member of the FHS Eagles soccer team 
for fi ve years and has also played club 
soccer for Brandon Futbol Club, Missis-
sippi Flood Soccer Club in Oxford and 
Mississippi Flood Central Soccer Club. 
He will start attending SWCC and play 
soccer for the Bears this fall.

Special to SW Rankin News
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Brandon Psychiatric Clinic

Our Goal
Services Offered

Common Disorders Managed

To Assist Every Individual to Unleash Their Mind’s Full Potential and Achieve Optimal Mental Health.

8:00 - 4:00

 Pearl Public School District (PPSD) 
needs your assistance, as we continue to 
participate in the Statewide Child Find 
eff ort to identify, locate and evaluate 
children who are in need of special edu-
cation and related services. 
 This identifi cation 
includes individuals 
from birth to twen-
ty-one who are dis-
abled regardless of 
severity of the disabil-
ity. Once you or other 
concerned persons in 
the area make a refer-
ral to our offi  ce, it is 
my responsibility as 
Child Find Coordina-
tor to ensure that the 
referral-to-placement 
procedures required by the State of Mis-
sissippi are followed. The fi rst and most 
important step in that process is to meet 
with the parents to gather a history and to 
obtain permission for assessment.
 Special Education services are provid-
ed for students ruled eligible in one of the 

following categories:
 Specifi c Learning Disability, Traumat-
ic Brain Injury, Hearing Impairment, 
Multi-Disability, Development Delay, 
Emotional Disability, Educational Dis-
ability, Visual Impairment, Deaf/Blind 
Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health 
Impairment, Autism, and Language/
Speech.

 Your help in identi-
fying children with 
needs in any of these 
areas has been great-
ly appreciated, and we 
ask for your continued 
support. Please call or 
write me personally to 
make a referral, or have 
the parents contact me 
to schedule an appoint-
ment. 
 As the community 
works together, chil-

dren who need help can be identifi ed ear-
ly and will have a greater chance for a 
productive, successful life.
 For more information, contact PPSD 
Special Services Administrative Assis-
tant Ashlie Stewart at 601-932-7965 or 
astewart@pearlk12.com.

PPSD requests assistance 
identifying children in need
By Ashlie Stewart, Special Services 
Administrative Assistant at PPSD

Special to SW Rankin News


