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 For more than 30 years, Mississippi 
has enjoyed the annual music, crafts, 
food and grape stomp at Pelahatchie’s 
premier event. This year, the featured 
entertainers – Tracy Lawrence, Jeff 
Bates and Troy Laz -- have Southern 
roots and Mississip-
pi ties.
 Tracy Lawrence 
is a country music 
artist with more than 
30 singles on the Billboard country 
music charts. He grew up in Arkansas 
and wrote his fi rst song when he was 
four years old. He moved to Nashville 
to record his songs but worked as an 
iron worker and in phone sales until 
he got his big break with his fi rst hit 
"Sticks and Stones" in 1991. He has 
recorded nine albums, three compi-
lations, a live album and a Christmas 
album.

 Jeff Bates is a Mississippi native, 
born in Bunker Hill and attended 
school at East Marion High School 
in Columbia. His debut album "Rain-
bow Man" was released in 2003, and 
he has had seven chart singles on the 
Billboard country charts, of which 
three reached top 40. Before signing 

to a record con-
tract, Bates co-wrote 
Tracy Lawrence’s 
2002 single "What a 
Memory."

 Troy Laz (Lazerus) is coming back 
for a second appearance at the Musca-
dine Jubilee. He performed his mix-
ture of R&B, funk, hip-hop and rock 
music here in September, 2014. From 
neighboring New Orleans, he and his 
band 2Hipnotic perform often around 
the state.
 The 2015 Muscadine Jubilee will 
be held on Sept. 12. The events take 
place at the Muscadine Park.

Entertainers announced for 35th Muscadine Jubilee

Tracy Lawrence is the headliner entertainment at the 2015 Muscadine Jubilee. (Photo by Shawn Wor-
low Photography)

By: Susie A. Wolfe

 Lisa Attkisson is Pelahatchie Ele-
mentary School's (PES) new principal. 
She said she is "thrilled about being at 
PES. My heart has always been in ele-
mentary."
 Attkisson has an elementary edu-
cation degree from the University of 
Southern Mississippi and a master’s 
degree in instructional leadership from 
the University of Mississippi.  She was 
a fourth, fi fth and sixth grade teach-
er in the Northwest Rankin zone for 
23 years and an assistant principal at 
Brandon Middle School for two years.
 A graduate of Northwest Rankin 
Attendance Center, Attkisson said, 
"I have always wanted to be in the 
fi eld of education so that I could be 
involved in the lives of children."
 She is ready to build relationships 
and ready to work hard with the stu-
dents, teachers, staff, parents and the 
community, to make a difference in 

the school. Parents are encouraged to 
meet Mrs. Attkisson; she says her door 
is always open to all.

Attkisson new Pelahatchie 
Elementary School principal

Lisa Attkisson, PES Principal. (Photo spe-
cial to The Pelahatchie News)

By: Susie A. Wolfe
 Jason F. Tate has been promoted to 
lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army at 
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.  He 
is assigned to the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Acquisition, Logis-
tics and Technology and as an Army 
Systems Coordinator supporting guid-
ed multiple launch rocket system and 
long range precision fi res.
 A Tougaloo University biology 
graduate, Tate also has a master’s de-
gree in environmental management 
from Webster University and a mas-
ter’s in international relations from the 
University of Oklahoma.  The son of 
Joe and Brenda Tate of Pelahatchie, 
Tate attended Pelahatchie Junior High 
School, where he played football.  
 Tate's mother, Brenda, a life-long 
resident of Pelahatchie, said her son 
joined the Army because he had a de-
sire to take care of his country.  He 
also wanted to travel and has served in 
Germany, Albania and Afghanistan.

 

His biggest day, recalls his mother, 
was the day he was graduated from 
college, married and commissioned 
into the Army.
 Jason and his wife, Kandie Stovall, 
M.D., have three sons, ages 13, 10 and 
seven.

Tate Promoted to Lt. Col. at Pentagon
Joined Army to take care of his country
By: Susie A. Wolfe

Lt. Col. Jason F. Tate, United States Army 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Tracy Lawrence, Jeff Bates 
and Troy Laz -- have Southern 
roots and Mississippi ties.
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 LANDSCAPE PROS 
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$61
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www.frederickssales.com

 Mel Coxwell, a Brandon attorney 
with more than 20-years experience, 
was approved as Pelahatchie’s munic-
ipal judge in the July 13 Alderman’s 
meeting.  The Municipal Court meets 
the second Monday of each month at 
the police station.
 Coxwell was recently awarded the 
Murphy Adkins Community Service 
Award at the Brandon Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast on July 2 for helping coor-
dinate raising funds for a Habitat for 
Humanity home in Rankin County. 
He hosted a wildlife dinner that raised 
over $75,000 to fund the building of 
homes.
 A former prosecutor, his Brandon 
law offi ce focuses on family law and 
criminal defense.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Coxwell named Pelahatchie Municipal 
Judge during city Alderman meeting

Mel Coxwell (Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News)

 Daniel Robinson is the new man-
ager at the local Lampton-Love facili-
ty.  He has been at the Pelahatchie of-
fi ce for 8 ½ years, working his way up 
from service, gas delivery and sales.
 Lampton-Love is a full service 

propane company started in 1956.  
The family-owned business services 
homes and businesses across fi ve 
states. There are 12 offi ces in Missis-
sippi. The Pelahatchie offi ce serves 
Pelahatchie, Puckett, Lena, Morton, 
Ludlow and Brandon areas. Call the 
offi ce at 601-854-5256 with questions.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Robinson named new manager at  
Pelahatchie Lampton-Love facility

Daniel Robinson, Manager at Lampton-Love (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)         

Adult Book Club
Wednesday, August 19, 11:30 a.m.

Discussing The Rule of Four by Ian Caldwell
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 Dr. Marvin Hogan, executive di-
rector of Friends of Children of Mis-
sissippi, Inc., is the speaker at the 
Pelahatchie Prayer Breakfast to be 
held at  Pelahatchie Baptist Church on 
Saturday, Aug. 22, 2015.
 For the past 48 years, Dr. Hogan has 
directed the private, nonprofi t, tax-ex-
empt human service agency providing 
comprehensive early childhood devel-
opment services and a broad range of 
services to children and families in a 
15-county service delivery area.
 Senator Thad Cochran recognized 
Dr. Hogan in a March 25, 2015, speech 

to the president and Senate. "I wish to 
commend Dr. Marvin Hogan for his 
remarkable involvement in the State of 
Mississippi for more than 40 years… 
Friends of Mississippi has a notable 
record of providing quality childhood 
development and educational services 
to low-income children in our state.  
In the organization’s 48-year history, it 
has transitioned nearly 14,000 children 
into the public schools of Mississippi."
 He is a recipient of numerous dis-
tinguished awards, certifi cates and 
accomplishments as an advocate for 
children and families, as well as a re-
cipient of an honorary doctorate de-
gree.

Dr. Marvin Hogan to speak 
at Aug. 22 prayer breakfast

Dr. Marvin Hogan will speak at the 2015 Mayor's Prayer Breakfast at Pelahatchie Baptist Church. (Pho-
to special to The Pelahatchie News)

By: Susie A. Wolfe

www.eastrankinacademy.org

east rankin
academy

2015 - Football
Calendar

August 13 Pre-Season Jamboree (Tri-County) V Away TBA
August 20 (Thurs.) "Meet The Patriot's" Night V Home Gym 6:00
August 21 Benton Academy V Home 7:00
August 28 Newton Academy V Away 7:00
September 4 Tri-County Academy V Home 7:00
September 11 Simpson Academy V Away 7:00
September 18 Heidelberg Academy V Away 7:00
September 25 A.C.C.S. V Away 7:00
October 2 Canton Academy V Home 7:00
October 9 Jackson Academy V Home 7:00
October 16 Lamar School V Away 7:00
October 23 P.C.S. V Home 7:00
October 30 Jackson Prep V Away 7:00

August 27 M.R.A. JV Away 5:30|7:00
September 3 Tri-County Academy JV Away 7:00
September 10 Simpson Academy JV Home 5:30|7:00
September 17 P.C.S. JV Away 5:30|7:00
September 24 Jackson Prep JV Home 5:30|7:00
October 1 Canton Academy JV Away 7:00
October 8 Hillcrest Academy JV Away 5:00|7:00
October 15 Lamar School JV Home 5:00|7:00

Next to Radio Shack
**Excludes: Consignment, Watches & Clocks

Retirement
Sale 

*Not a closing sale; good July & August, 2015

Robert Todd Baggett 48 Conehatta 07-01-2015 Wolf Funeral Serv. 

Michael Jolly  48  Walnut Grove 07-05-2015 Wolf Funeral Serv.

Kenneth Walters 85 Forest 07-10-2015 Wolf Funeral Serv.

Thomas Graham 81 Forest 07-16-2015 Wolf Funeral Serv.

Ronald Coonce 62 Forest 07-20-2015 Wolf Funeral Serv.

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements

Mary Nell  76 Pelahatchie 07-10-2015 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Sprayberry/Wall
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 Very soon, children everywhere 
will be heading back to school for a 
new year full of learning and explo-
ration. They will likely be covering 
many subjects, some old, and some 
new. One thing parents often forget, 
as they send their children off into the 
world to learn reading, writing and 
mathematics, is the importance of fi -
nancial education and the benefi ts of 
starting young when teaching your 
children about sound money manage-
ment. As a parent, you might wonder, 
why it is important to teach my chil-
dren about money? What could they 
possibly need to know about money at 
such a young age? 
 Let’s fi rst start with some statistics 
to show why young children should be 
taught about money early on and what 
positive effects it could have on them 
long term. 
•  In a recent study put on by the Na-

tional Financial Educators Coun-
cil, 10-14 year olds that were giv-
en a fi nancial literacy test scored 
53% or lower. This study shows 
the issues our country has with 
fi nancial literacy and the need for 
some sort of solution to educate 
our children. 

•  Jump$tart, a nonprofi t organiza-
tion in Washington, D.C., surveys 
more than 6,800 high school se-
niors every other year, asking mul-
tiple-choice questions about mon-
ey, taxes and retirement savings. In 
2008, these students answered less 
than half (47.5%) of the questions 
correctly. These are kids who will 
probably be living on their own in 
a few months, making important 
fi nancial decisions that could pro-
foundly affect their futures.

 
 If these two groups of children had 
been targeted at a younger age and 
taught some basic fi nancial principles, 
we would be seeing dramatically dif-
ferent results from these types of stud-
ies. Research also shows that it doesn’t 
just impact your child on an intellec-
tual level, but there are other pros to 
fi nancial education that will benefi t a 
child in their everyday life. Janet Bod-
nar, author of Raising Money-Smart 
Kids gives just a few of the many ex-
amples of how fi nancial literacy can 
benefi t your child both now and in the 
future. 
•  Children who are fi nancially liter-

ate are less likely to end up back at 
home and dependent on their par-
ents when they get older.

•  Learning Financial Values helps 
children understand the basic 
principles of money and teach 
them about more than just spend-
ing. Philanthropy and giving, for 
example, should be incorporated 
into education about money.

• Learning to manage money helps 
children learn responsibility, 
which can carry over into many 
other areas of their life.

 
 Now that we have a better under-
standing of why fi nancial education is 
important, let’s discuss some ways to 
incorporate teaching these principles 
into your daily life.
 Use the four basic principles of 
money to explain to them why we 
have money, and the proper ways 
to use it. These principles are Save, 
Spend, Invest and Share and are usual-
ly best taught to young children using 
the example of a "money pie" or some 
other visual representation that they 
can easily relate to. These four princi-
ples essentially break down an adult’s 
budget in a way that is easy for a child 
to understand.
 Save - the biggest piece of your 
pie should be saved for larger expens-
es or a "rainy day."
Spend - a smaller portion of your pie 

can be spent on things you want or 
thing you need like clothing, food, 
transportation and shelter as well as 
bills.
 Invest - investing a piece of your 
money pie is a smart way to make sure 
you’ll have some money put away for 
the future.
 Share - sharing is an important 
part of the “pie” and should not be 
overlooked. Teaching children about 
charity and philanthropy can only ben-
efi t the world as a whole in the long 
run.
 Utilize an app or online service 
that helps integrate weekly allowances 
with money management information. 
There are a lot of these types of ser-
vices available that allow you to “plug 
in” money for allowances and work 
your children do around the house and 
have them set goals for things they 
would like to do with their money. 
This offers a visual representation of 
how much money they have, and how 
much they will need to accomplish a 
set goal. 
 Have your child actively partici-
pate with you in the monthly bill pay-
ing process. It’s important for children 
to learn that we don’t necessarily get 
to keep all the money we we make and 

Perceptions in banking: getting ahead with fi nancial education

continued on page 17

By: Whitney Baker, Priority One

Brewer
healthcare clinic

610 Second
Street

Linda Brewer, cfnp, cgnp
Family • Geriatric
Nurse Practitioner

Ph: 601-854-5044
Fax: 601-854-8448

Open Monday-Thursday
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
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East Rankin Academy

 Cross Roads Baptist Church is 
holding a "Back to Church" Revival.  
The Revival will be Sunday through 
Wednesday, Aug. 23-26. Sunday Ser-
vices during the revival will begin at 
8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Wednesday, the services 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
 The Guest Speaker will be Dr. Joe 
McKeever. Dr. McKeever has been 
preaching for more than 50 years, 
and he has been writing articles and 
drawing cartoons for religious publi-
cations for more than 40 years. 
  For 42 years, Dr. McKeever was 
the pastor at six southern Baptist 
churches, followed by fi ve years as 
director of missions for the Southern 
Baptist Churches of Metro New Orle-
ans. He was serving in that role when 
Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, 
and he led the Baptist relief effort.  
 Dr. McKeever is an accomplished 
cartoonist, drawing a daily cartoon 
for the Baptist Press. He also writes 
a series on "My Favorite Deacon" for 
Lifeway’s Deacon Magazine, blogs 
daily (www.joemckeever.com), and  
he has published a number of cartoon 
books. 
 Dr. McKeever is the father of three 
children, and he has eight grandchil-
dren. He was widowed in January 
2015. His life verse is Job 4:4, "Your 
words have stood men on their feet."
 The Cross Roads Praise Team will 
lead worship at the 8:30 a.m. service 
on Sunday and the Wednesday night 

service. The Cross Roads Choir and 
musical guests will lead worship in 
all the other services. 
 Cross Roads Baptist Church in-
vites everyone to come "Back to 
Church" at 104 Crossroads Rd., Pela-
hatchie, Miss. The church is located 
on Hwy. 43, fi ve miles south of Inter-
state 20.  For more information about 
the Revival or about Cross Roads 
Baptist Church, call the church at 
(601) 546-2297, or visit their website at 
www.crossroadspel.org. 

Cross Roads Baptist Church to 
sponsor Back to Church Revival
Special to The Pelahatchie News

Dr. Joe McKeever, Guest Speaker, at the Cross 
Roads Baptist Church "Back to Church" Revival. 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

COMPLETE PRINTING  •  COPYING & FAXING SERVICE
OFFICE SUPPLIES  •  COLOR COPIES

WEDDING & GRADUATION INVITATIONS

Hall’s
Printing & Office Supplies, Inc.
“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1970”

OFFICE & FAX: 601-732-8073
Email: hallprinting@aol.com

84 Hwy. 481 S.
Morton, MS 39117

 All students entering the seventh 
grade for the upcoming 2015-2016 
school year are required to have the 
Tdap vaccination.
 The requirement is one of many 
vaccines mandated for school children 
by the Mississippi State Department of 
Health. The Tdap vaccine covers teta-
nus, diphtheria and pertussis. 
 At registration, parents need to pro-
vide a Health Department Form 121 to 
verify that their child has received this 
vaccine.
 Any family doctor or health care 
provider can arrange a Tdap vaccina-
tion and should provide form 121 at the 
time of the vaccination. The Rankin 
County Health Department is locat-

ed at 401 Parkway Dr., Pearl, Miss. 
County health departments throughout 
the state provide the Tdap vaccination 
for $10 per child. The vaccine is cov-
ered for children with Medicaid.
 According to the Health Depart-
ment, pertussis — also known as 
whooping cough — has increased in 
frequency across the country in recent 
years as protection from the childhood 
pertussis vaccine has weakened over 
time among adolescents.
 For a listing of required vacci-
nations for school entry and recom-
mended vaccinations for all ages, vis-
it the Health Department website at 
www.healthyms.com or call (866) 
459-4948. To contact the Rankin 
County Health Department directly, 
call (601) 420-4959.

Tdap vaccine required for 
incoming seventh-graders 

Thanks to vaccines, most diseases prevented by vaccines are no longer common in this country. (Photo 
by the CDC)

Special to The Pelahatchie News



6 August 2015

 Rankin County Court Judge Thom-
as H. Broome and Jurist in Residence 
John N. Hudson are recipients of this 
year’s Chief Justice Award for their 
work improving the juvenile justice 
system.
 Mississippi Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Bill Waller Jr. presented the 
awards on July 10 during the Missis-
sippi Bar Convention in Sandestin, 
Fla. The annual award recognizes in-
dividuals whose work has improved 
the judicial system.
 Retired Court of Appeals Judge 
Larry Roberts, the third recipient of 
the 2015 Chief Justice Award, was 
presented the award on June 25 during 
his retirement ceremony in Jackson.
 Judges Broome and Hudson were  
honored for "tireless work to ensure 
the safety and well-being of children." 
They have worked together and sep-
arately to bring about juvenile justice 
reform. Both have served in state and 
national leadership positions. Chief 
Justice Waller noted that their "out-
standing leadership has improved the 
juvenile justice system."
 Judge Broome  has served as Coun-
ty Court and Youth Court Judge for 
Rankin County since 2003. He is rec-
ognized as a powerhouse of ideas and 
energy. In July 2013 he was elected as 
a trustee for the National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges. In 
2012, he became vice-chair of the Ju-
venile Detention and Alternatives Task 
Force. He is chair of the Mississippi 
Council of Youth Court Judges and 
co-chairman of the  Mississippi Com-
mission on Children’s Justice, where 
he also chairs a subcommittee which 
has focused on the Youth Court sys-
tem. He is chair of the Parent Repre-
sentation Committee, which is work-
ing to develop a program to provide 
legal representation for low income 
parents whose children come into 
the custody of the Youth Courts and 
the Department of Human Services.  
Rankin County Youth Court is one of 
four pilot sites for parent representa-
tion.
 The Supreme Court appointed 

Judge Broome to the Task Force for 
the Development of Uniform Youth 
Court Rules of Procedure. Gov. Haley 
Barbour appointed him to the Mis-
sissippi Statewide Advisory Group 
for Juvenile Justice, where he is the 
co-chairman of the Legislation Com-
mittee. Gov. Phil Bryant appointed 
him as Vice Chair of the Mississippi 
Children’s Justice Act Task Force and 
also as Chair of the Legal Sub-Com-
mittee on the Teen Pregnancy Preven-
tion Blue Ribbon Task Force, which is 
part of the Healthy Teens for a Better 
Mississippi Program. A former State 
Superintendent of Education appoint-
ed him to participate in  development 
of the charter Statewide Dropout Pre-
vention Plan.
 Judge Broome founded the Rankin 
County Juvenile Drug Court in 2006, 
the fourth juvenile drug court in the 
state. He serves on the State Drug 
Court Advisory Committee. Judge 
Broome began work in 2009 to ad-
dress the recurring scenario of abused 
and neglected children who started out 
in foster care and returned to the court 
system as delinquents. 
 In 2010, Judge Broome started one 
of two pilot family drug court pro-

grams in the state. The program deals 
with juveniles, parents and their ex-
tended families to address drug and 
alcohol problems that are the under-
lying causes of abuse and neglect, 
delinquency, domestic strife, crime 
and other problems. In 2012, Rankin 
County Youth Court became one of 
four pilot programs which provide free 
legal representation to low-income 
parents in Youth Court. He is working 
with Forrest County Court Judge Mi-
chael McPhail to help establish a Zero 
to Three Safe Babies Court Team for 
Rankin County, with plans to expand 
statewide.
 Judge Hudson, of Natchez, became 
the state’s fi rst Jurist in Residence 
April 1. He retired in December 2014 
after 31 years as Adams County Court 
and Youth Court Judge. He was at that 
time the state’s longest serving Coun-
ty Court judge, having been appoint-
ed Aug. 3, 1983. His job as Jurist in 
Residence is to assist Youth Courts 
across the state in dealing with abused, 
neglected and delinquent children. He 
serves as a mentor, helps with training 
in best practices, and works to locate 
and access community and other re-
sources  to assist Youth Courts.

 Judge Hudson has been a leader in 
efforts to improve the state’s juvenile 
justice system and the lives of all the 
state’s children. He created the state’s 
fi rst juvenile drug court in 2001, two 
years after the drug court movement 
began in Mississippi.  He  started the 
state’s fi rst pilot family drug court in 
2010. He served on the State Drug 
Court Advisory Committee.
 Judge Hudson worked extensive-
ly on  proposals for uniform county 
courts in the 1990s. He has contribut-
ed signifi cantly to  renewed efforts to 
create a statewide county court system 
that would provide uniform services 
to children in all areas of the state. He  
acts as the advocate before the Mis-
sissippi Legislature, particularly on 
issues involving mental health, abuse, 
neglect, and delinquency.
 Since 2012, Judge Hudson has 
served as chair of the Juvenile De-
tention and Alternatives Task Force, 
which works to fi nd alternatives to 
juvenile detention, formulate recom-
mendations for licensing standards for 
juvenile detention facilities, and fi nd 
funding sources to improve juvenile 
programs. He is a member of the Par-
ent Representation Committee, and he 
supervised the Adams County Youth 
Court’s participation in the parent 
representation pilot program.  He has 
taken leadership roles in the Coalition 
of Children and Youth, the Mississip-
pi Conference of County Court Judg-
es, the Mississippi Council of Youth 
Court Judges and the Adams County 
Committee for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse. 
 Judge Hudson has implemented 
numerous programs to assist the Youth 
Court and the community, including  
the Court Appointed Special Advo-
cate (CASA) program in 1991; the 
Adolescent Offender Program, which 
provides delinquent youth with an al-
ternative from training school; and the 
Pendleton Therapeutic Group Home 
for Adolescent Boys. He secured nu-
merous grants which paid for Adams 
County programs in delinquency pre-
vention, alcohol and drug abuse pre-
vention, and other programs to assist 
children and families.

Judge Broome, Judge Hudson are recipients of Chief Justice Awards
Special to The Pelahatchie News

John N. Hudson, Rankin County Court Judge 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Thomas H. Broome, Rankin County Court 
Judge (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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2.5 x 1.75
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CATTLE
BUYING YARD

CATTLE
BUYING YARD

Buying All Classes of Yearlings & Calves

NO COMMISSION & NO SHRINK

Every Monday: 7 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Or By Appointment

CALL FOR DIRECTIONS
Levi Rogers: 601-315-1009

Hwy 28, 7 Miles West of Magee, MississippiHwy 28, 7 Miles West of Magee, Mississippi

REASONABLE TRUCKING IS AVAILABLE…CALL FOR A QUOTE

Cross Roads Baptist Church
Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner

7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities  •  Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study  •  Couples Support Group

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Highway 43, 5 miles south of I-20, Exit 68
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

Pastor's perspective: ministering in Brazil 

 Summer is 
going by quick-
ly!  One of the 
highlights of my 

summer was a two week visit that my 
wife and I made to Brazil. For us, it 
was a "homecoming" trip of sorts, 
since we lived in Brazil for 16 years 
as missionaries. During those years of 
ministry, we helped to strengthen the 
work of churches that existed when we 
got there, and started new churches as 
well. We made a lot of friends through 
the many ministry activities we were 
involved with. We left Brazil 12 years 
ago and ended up at Cross Roads Bap-
tist Church in Pelahatchie. Of course, 
when we left Brazil, we left a part 
of ourselves there. When you invest 
your life in something, as we invest-
ed ourselves in our ministry, you can’t 
simply walk away from it. Part of you 
stays there forever.
 Through these 12 years, hard-
ly a day has gone by that we haven’t 
thought about something or somebody 
in Brazil. Most of our memories are 
very good. But, 12 years is a long time, 

and time has a way of blurring out un-
pleasant things and reinforcing posi-
tive memories. As with life in general, 
we tend to remember good things and 
try to forget other things that may not 
be so good.  
 The language of Brazil is Portu-
guese. There are not any Portuguese 
speakers around Cross Roads' com-
munity that we know of, so we hav-
en’t been practicing the language very 
much in the last 12 years. That was the 
thing that concerned us most in prepar-
ing for the trip. Would we be able to 
understand people? Would we be able 
to remember enough to make people 
understand us? I felt confi dent that I 
could get something to eat and fi nd a 
bathroom if that became necessary, but 
we certainly wanted to be able to do 
more than those two things!  
 Then there was the question of the 
travel. The trip takes about 24 hours 
with airport delays and ground trans-
portation. There were plane changes in 
two major airports. And the main leg 
is about a 10 hour plane ride. When 
we lived there, we made that trip every 
few years, but now our bodies are 12 
years older! How would we fare?  
 As the time of the trip neared, these 
and other issues concerned us. But the 
excitement of returning to that place 

where we left part of ourselves out-
weighed all those concerns. The time 
came, and we were on the plane. We 
prayed and turned the trip over to God, 
and when we let Him, God always 
works for our good!  
 During the two week stay, we vis-
ited with two or three individuals or 
groups of people every day. Those 
visits were usually around a meal, so 
we didn’t lack for something good to 
eat! We visited and I preached in three 
churches that are all doing well and are 
stronger than when we left them.  And, 
we were able to understand the Por-
tuguese! Only a few times did I have 
to ask for something to be repeated. 
And people said they understood us, 
too. Although, there were a few times 
when an expression on a face made me 
wonder if they really did!   
 Since Brazil is in the Southern 
Hemisphere, it was winter there.  And, 
Caxias do Sul, the city that we visited, 
is in a low lying mountain range, so 
the winters are cold, and there are oc-
casional snow fl urries. So, we left the 
heat of Mississippi and arrived to rain 
and freezing temperatures in Brazil!  
Fortunately, we knew that would be 
the case, and took cold weather clothes 
with us. We booked a room in a hotel 
that had heat in the rooms (not all of 

them do!). Unfortunately, the heating 
system was broken for several days 
when it was the coldest!  
 All in all, we had a great trip. Some 
lessons learned: 1) it is good to have 
pleasant memories; 2) it is okay to 
think about the past, but you cannot 
and should not try to live in the past; 
3) home is where you make it; 4) the 
warmth of friendships is stronger than 
the cold of the weather; and 5) good 
things that you do for God really do 
last.

John Vaughn (left) with wife, Kathy (right), visit-
ing a home in Brazil. (Photo special to The Pela-
hatchie News)

By: John Vaughn, 
Pastor, Cross Roads 
Baptist Church in 
Pelahatchie
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Special to The Pelahatchie News

One of the many antique cars at the 2014 8th annual Crooked Creek Car Show hosted by the Pela-
hatchie Lions Club. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

 The Mississippi Department of 
Education (MDE) announced recent-
ly that 166 families have qualifi ed for 
educational savings accounts that will 
provide funding for parents of students 
with disabilities who want to withdraw 
from public school to seek educational 
services elsewhere.
 The MDE began taking applica-
tions July 1 for the scholarship pro-
gram created through the 2015 Equal 
Opportunity for Students with Special 
Needs Act. The agency will continue 
to accept applications until all schol-
arships have been awarded, and par-
ents of students with disabilities are 
encouraged to apply.
 To participate in the program: the 
applicant must be a Mississippi res-
ident; the student must have had an 
active Individualized Education Pro-
gram (IEP) within the last 18 months; 
and the parent must sign an agreement 
to adhere to the rules of participation.
 The MDE had received more than 
261 applications. Twelve applications 
are pending review, and 83 applica-
tions have been denied. The majority 
of the denials are because students 
don't have offi cial IEPs issued by a 

school district. Per federal law, only a 
public school can issue an IEP.
 Applications are reviewed for el-
igibility on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis until 50 percent of the annual 
enrollment limits are reached. All re-
maining eligible applicants will be 
placed on a waiting list, and a random 
selection process will then be used to 
choose the recipients of the remaining 
scholarships.
 Parents will be reimbursed for ex-
penses quarterly after submission of 
a reimbursement request with proper 
documentation of expenses incurred.  
Funds can also be paid quarterly di-
rectly to an educational service pro-
vider if approved by the parent.
 The total amount of each ESA 
for 2015-2016 is $6,500. Based on 
funding, this will result in 434 ESA 
accounts. The funds can be used for 
expenses like educational therapies, 
tutoring and tuition at a private school 
when the public school in which the 
student is enrolled is not meeting his 
or her needs.
 Schools, tutors and other educa-
tional service providers that receive 
scholarship funds must meet appro-
priate licensing and accreditation stan-
dards.

MDE encourages parents to apply 
for special needs scholarships
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

REPRESENTATIVE TOM MILES

TOM MILES
Representative

Accessible Character Leadership Service Hometown Values

CONTACT ME AT
601-469-7886 1-877-469-7886 601-732-9511
reptommiles@gmail.com
www.reptommiles.com   #TomMyRepresentative

Dear Friends,

It has been my honor to represent you at our State 
Capitol over the past four years.  During that time, 
we’ve passed some important laws that make our 
citizens safer, that respect and honor our veterans 

children from those who would harm them.  In the 
Legislature, we’ve appropriated more funding for 

and have raised the importance of maintaining 
and repairing our roads and bridges state-wide.  
I’ve fought for fully-funding education, for 
doing everything we can to encourage economic 
development in our rural areas and for making sure 
our local community hospitals remain viable. 
But most of all, I have tried to be a Representative 
that is accessible, there for you when you need me, 
and not afraid to take a stand for what is right.

I am running for re-election to the Mississippi House of Representatives this year, and I 
sincerely solicit your vote, support, but most of all your prayers. As always, I am available 
to listen to your concerns. I look forward to visiting with you over the next few months and 
discussing ways that that we can continue to work together to improve our area of the state.  
My door is open and my telephone is always on.  Please let me know how I can help you.

Sincerely,

Tom Miles
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Roberts announces candidacy
for Chancery Court Judge

After prayer-
ful consider-
ation, I hum-
bly announce 
my candidacy 
for the newly 
created posi-
tion of Rankin 
County Chan-
cery Court 
Judge, Place 

3. It has been my distinct honor and 
pleasure to serve as the Staff Attorney 
for the Rankin County Chancery Court 
since 2007. During my tenure, I assist-
ed and aided the chancery judges in 
over 10,000 civil and domestic cases 
ranging from divorce and child custo-
dy actions to real property and estate 
litigation. 
 Recently I was appointed, by Se-
nior Chancery Court Judge John S. 
Grant, III and Chancery Court Judge 
John C. McLaurin, Jr., as the Rankin 
County Chancery Court Family Mas-
ter, a part-time judicial position that 
assists these judges by presiding over 

temporary hearings, paternity matters 
and Department of Human Services' 
cases.
 My past years of service as Staff 
Attorney have equipped me with the 
necessary tools, knowledge and ex-
perience needed for Rankin County’s 
next chancery judge. These eight years 
of judicial training have given me pro-
fi cient knowledge of chancery law and 
procedure allowing me, if elected, to 
immediately "hit the ground running" 
adjudicating cases effi ciently and ef-
fectively with honesty, integrity, and 
fairness. Growing up as a child of di-
vorced parents, I have a unique per-
spective when it comes to the impor-
tance of the family unit, which is often 
the subject matter of chancery court 
litigation. The sanctity of marriage, the 
preservation of morality and grounded 
faith in God are principles of utmost 
importance in my life and are virtues 
Rankin County’s next Chancery Court 
Judge should practice and embody.
 My wife, Morgan, and I have called 
Rankin County home for eleven years.  
We have been blessed with three won-
derful children, Mary Milton (5), Sar-

By: Haydn 
Roberts

Photo special to The Pela-
hatchie News

continued on page 17

• Hydro-Gear EZT
• 48” Fabricated (welded) Cutting Deck
• Endurance Commercial Engine
• Electric Blade Engagement
• Convenient Control Panel
• Hour Meter
• 15 Inch Sliding Seat
• Vibration Dampening Levers
• Removable Foot Plate
• Anti-Slip Foot Area
• Automatic Park Brake System
• Rear Engine Guard

ZERO TURN
MOWERS

• Briggs & Stratton Endurance Engine
• Electric Start
• 6.5 mph Cutting Speed
• Hydro-Gear Commercial Drive System
• 46” Reinforced Stamped Deck
• Anti-Scalp Wheels
• Electric Blade Engagement
• 15 Inch Sliding Seat
• Digital Hour Meter
• Removable Foot Pan
• 3 Year Limited Warranty
• Ergonomic Control Panel
• Automatic Park Brake System
• Rear Engine Guard

10% off
These Prices

While Supplies Last

HUSQVARNA Z246

601.854.8222
www.walterspowerequipment.com
Parts & Service for all Husqvarna products

*WAC

HUSQVARNA Z248F
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Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Debris Removal • Sawmill

Underbrushing • Firewood

Free
Estimates!

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

Pelahatchie
Attendance
Center - 2015

Football Calendar

August 21 Choctaw County HS Home 7:00
August 28 Richland HS Home 7:00
September 4 Velma Jackson HS Away 7:00
September 11 St. Al HS Home 7:00
September 18 Mize HS Home 7:00
September 25 Morton HS Away 7:00
October 2 Scott Central HS Home 7:00
October 9 Pisgah HS Away 7:00
October 16 Lake HS Home 7:00
October 23 Puckett HS Away 7:00
October 29 St. Joe HS Away 7:00

September 8 Puckett JH Away TBA
September 14 Pisgah JH Home TBA
September 21 Sebastopol JH Away TBA
September 28 McLaurin JH Home TBA
October 5 Lake JH Home TBA
October 12 St. Joe JH Home TBA
October 19 Scott Central JH Away TBA 

www.rcsd.ms/Page/26571

Pelahatchie Town Hall in August

Summertime scene at Pelahatchie Town Hall. (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

To advertise on our Business Card Spotlight Page,
please contact Katie White at 601-566-1932, ext. 5.
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9th annual Crooked Creek Car Show coming in Sept.
 The 9th Annual Crooked Creek Car 
Show (CCCS) will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 19, at Muscadine Park in 
downtown Pelahatchie, from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. Judging of the cars begins at 
12 p.m. and ends at 2 p.m. The win-
ners are chosen by registered partici-
pants. 
 The car show is hosted by The 
Pelahatchie Mississippi Lion's Club. 
The cost to register a vehicle is $20. 
Funds raised by The Pelahatchie Li-
ons Club will be donated to the White 
Canes project through the Interna-
tional Lions Club, which supports the 
blind and seeing impaired. 
 The International Lions Club has 
the following to say about Internation-
al White Cane Safety Day, "Through-
out the world, the long white cane is 
used by people who are blind or visu-
ally impaired as a tool for safe and re-
liable navigation. The white cane is a 
symbol of the user’s skills and talents, 
mobility and independence. It also al-
lows the sighted person to recognize 
that the user is visually impaired."
 "The white cane was initially devel-
oped and put into use as a measure of 
safety, especially in traffi c situations.  
Suffi cient training with an Orientation 

and Mobility specialist can aid in suc-
cessful cane use, technique and safety.   
Several countries have traffi c laws de-
signed to protect the person using the 
white cane."
 "International White Cane Safety 
Day (October 15) gives Lions an op-
portunity to increase awareness of the 
white cane traffi c safety laws."
 The Pelahatchie Lions Club also 
supports the Seeing Eye Dog Founda-
tion and those in the community who 
need help with eye exams, eye glasses 
and hearing aids (certain qualifi cations 
apply).
  Sponsors for this year's CCCS 
event are: Mississippi Baking, Brewer 
Healthcare Clinic, Country Boys Farm 
and Construction, Lakeland Tractor, 
Forest Services, Rhodes & Robby 
Drugs, Trustmark Bank, Gleason Tire 
& Auto, Walter's Automotive, Napa, 
Yogi on the Lake, Glenda and Willie 
Shoemaker, Ross & Betts, CPA, Prior-
ity One Bank, Dukes Steakhouse, H & 
H Electric, and The Pelahatchie News.
 Not only will there be a large dis-
play of antique and modern cars, there 
will also be music, food and door priz-
es. To register a vehicle or for more 
information, call Brian Hall at (601) 
954-1009 or Gary Windham at (601) 
613-2328.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

One of the many antique cars at the 2014 8th annual Crooked Creek Car Show hosted by the Pela-
hatchie Lions Club. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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Mayor reports current town building projects
• Kangaroo Crossing - The new facility just south of I-20 is progressing. There 

will be a food counter, but no new restaurant.
• Land cleared just north of I-20 across from Chevron – Nothing has been 

planned for this land. The owners just decided to clear it for the future.
• Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church has started construction on a new 

fellowship hall.
• Milltown Park – though the fi elds are in playable condition, there will be up-

grades in the irrigation system.
• As part of a $1 million FEMA Grant, the town will get a number of upgrades 

to make the town safer, including two new storm sirens. They will be added at 
Milltown Park and at Yogi Bear Park. Current sirens are at the Fire Department, 
behind the Standwood Building near Heard, at I-20 and at the Industrial Park.

• A safe room and restrooms will be added to Milltown Park as part of the 
FEMA grant, as well as a sidewalk from Heslep St. to Milltown Park.

• East Rankin Academy is adding a softball fi eld.

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church constructs new fellowship hall (Photos by Susie A. Wolfe)East Rankin Academy adds a softball fi eld

The irrigation system at Milltown Park receives upgrades

SAINT STUDIOS FILMS, LLC 
Independent film and 
video production 
●Weddings ●Music 
Videos ●Ads 
●Acting Reels  
saintstudiosfilms.com 
Call (601) 497-5709 for a 
custom quote today! 

(601) 500-0563 • rachaelboyer.com

Weddings • Families • Children • Births
Events • Professional • Pets

                It’s time to go back to school!
               Say Happy Birthday or  Happy 
        Anniversary with a beautiful �ower 
           or candy bouquet delivered
especially to your loved one.

The convenience of in-town drycleaning
at Candy’s

H & H Electrical, L.L.C.
397 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

O�  ce: 601-854-7887
Fax: 601-854-7378

Brian HallKevin Hall
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There's something different 
about Duke's Steakhouse

Dukes reopened in July after a vehicle went through the restaurant's front door. The well-known steak 
restaurant added a new entryway with seating and a sign-in registry and chalkboard. (Photo special to 
The Pelahatchie News)

Kim Risher
Amanda Pigott, Respiratory

Amanda Sanford

Dr. William F. Krooss, II
Mary Ann Gri�n, CFNP

Tracie Bass, LPN

We do Sports Physicals,

EPSDT Screenings 
and Immunizations.

Trustmark supports PHS 
academics and athletes

Trustmark Pelahatchie Branch Manager Sharon Bray, center, is shown providing a yearly check to 
Pelahatchie High School’s Partner in Education Program for academics as well as athletics. Shown 
from left is PHS Principal Bryan Marshall, Mrs. Bray, and Brandi Johns, PHS Counselor. Trustmark has 
supported the PHS Adopt-A-School program for 10+ years helping with as many programs as possible.  
Principal Marshall said he is so "grateful for all the support from the businesses in Pelahatchie. We 
could not be successful without the community support. We are truly blessed to have them at our side." 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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 Stop SMA, a non-profi t organiza-
tion located in Central Mississippi, 
hosted a family friendly fundraiser on 
July 18 at the Clyde Muse Center of 
Hinds Community College in an effort 
to raise money and awareness about 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. 
 This event, Laugh Away SMA, fea-
tured two comedians who have hearts 
as big as their talent – Henry Cho and 
Dave Coulier. Beginning with a si-
lent auction and ending with a com-
edy show, Laugh Away SMA was an 
event to be remembered. However, the 
real stars that night were the amazing 
fi ghters of Spinal Muscular Atrophy 
(SMA)
 SMA affects approximately 1 in 
10,000 babies, and about 1 in every 50 
Americans is a genetic carrier. SMA 
does not discriminate when it comes 
to race or gender. SMA does not affect 
a person’s ability to learn, to think, or 
to interact with others. It does, howev-
er, affect a person’s ability to perform 
the most basic functions of life, like 
breathing and swallowing. 
 According to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association website, www.mda.org, 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy is a genet-
ic disease that affects the part of the 

nervous system that controls voluntary 
muscle movement. Since most of the 
nerve cells that control muscles are lo-
cated in the spinal cord, this accounts 
for the "spinal" part of SMA. The 
"muscular" part of SMA is because its 
primary effect is on muscles, which 
are not receiving the signals from the 
nerve cells. "Atrophy" refers to some-
thing getting smaller, which is what 

happens to muscles when they are not 
active. There are four types of SMA 
that are determined by when the onset 
of symptoms begins and the highest 
physical milestone achieved. 
 August is SMA Awareness Month.  
One project highlighted at the event 
was the "Chase Me!" program. 
Through this program, children with 
SMA receive independence and mo-

bility through a Panthera Micro manu-
al wheelchair, which is loaned to them 
by the Stop SMA organization. The 
wheelchair is very light and is import-
ant for children who lack the upper 
body strength to move a normal chair. 
These chairs normally cost around 
$3,500. This project takes the burden 
of that cost from the parents. More 
information about this project can be 
found at www.chasemeproject.org. To 
donate, fi nd more events supporting 
SMA, or view a list of sponsors, go to 
www.curesma.org.
 As of now, there is no approved 
treatment for SMA, but it is known 
by the National Institute of Health as 
the neuromuscular disease closest to 
a cure. The causes of SMA are now 
known as well as what needs to be 
done to develop effective therapies. 
Most of all, researchers of SMA are on 
the verge of incredible breakthroughs 
that will strengthen bodies, extend 
life, and eventually lead to a cure. Ten 
years ago there was only one research 
project that focused on SMA. Today 
there are eighteen. 
 For more information about 
SMA, explore websites such aswww.
curesma.org, www.laughawaysma.org, 
www.mda.org, or like the Stop SMA 
page on Facebook.

Rankin County residents "Laugh Away SMA"
By: Stephanie Goss

Stop SMA was founded by Dee and Jeff Horton to help raise awareness about Spinal Muscular Atrophy. 
It is their hope that one day there will be a cure for SMA. Pictured (l to r) front row: Evie and Jake Horton; 
back row: Dee Horton, Henry Cho, Dave Coulier and Jeff Horton. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News)

Do you enjoy The Pelahatchie News? Then have it delivered! We are 
pleased to announce that The Pelahatchie News is now offering subscrip-
tions for $30 per year if you live out-of-county. Fill out and mail the form 
below to begin getting a copy delivered right to your door.

The Pelahatchie News

outside the 39145 zip code.
If you live within the 39145 zip code

the newspaper is delivered at no charge.

Atty. Gen. asks phone carriers to offer call-blocking technology
 In July, Attorney General Jim Hood  
joined 44 other state attorneys general 
calling on fi ve major phone compa-
nies to offer call-blocking technology 
to their customers. In a joint letter to 
the chief executives of the carriers, the 
attorneys general said a new Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
rule clarifi cation allows telecommuni-
cation service providers to offer cus-
tomers the ability to block unwanted
calls, and verifi es that federal law does 
not prohibit offering the services.

 In the letter to AT&T, Sprint, Ver-
izon, T-Mobile and CenturyLink, the 
attorneys general stated, "Every year, 
our offi ces are fl ooded with consum-
er complaints pleading for a solution 
to stop intrusive robocalls. Your com-
panies are now poised to offer your 
customers the help they need. We urge 
you to act without delay."
 Attorney General Hood said phone 
carriers had previously claimed they 
could not offer such services. At a 
July 2013 hearing before a Senate sub-
committee, representatives from the 
US Telecom Association and CTIA 

testifi ed that "legal barriers prevent 
carriers from implementing advanced 
call-blocking technology to reduce the 
number of unwanted telemarketing 
calls."
 "The FCC has made it clear that 
phone companies can assist us in our 
fi ght against unwanted, annoying, and 
sometimes expensive calls," Attorney 
General Hood said. "We will continue 
to press these phone carriers to give 
their customers what they have been 
asking for - a way to stop these calls 
before they ever come through."
 Atty. Gen. Hood said call-blocking 

options already exist for Voice-over 
Internet Protocol phone service and 
Android cell phones, and the phone 
carriers should move quickly to imple-
ment and inform their consumers of 
these options.
 Last fall, thirty-nine attorneys gen-
eral, led by Indiana Attorney General 
Greg Zoeller and Missouri Attorney 
General Chris Koster, called on the 
FCC to allow phone companies to uti-
lize call-blocking technologies. The 
FCC chairman endorsed the request in 
late May, and the FCC voted to pass 
the rule clarifi cation on June 18.

Special to The Pelahatchie News
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August 6, 2015

Pelahatchie Schools

use it for whatever we want. Involv-
ing them in the bill paying process, 
at least once, will open their eyes to 
the types of things they’ll need to be 
prepared to pay for in the future. Re-
member, less than half of high school 
seniors are prepared to go out into the 
world and manage their own mon-
ey, teaching your children about the 
realities of being an adult and man-
aging money responsibly could be a 
lesson that sticks with them forever
 Open a savings account with your 
child, and have them make a practice 
of depositing a set amount of their own 
money on a regular basis. Not only 
will this teach them about managing 
their money, so that there is enough 
to deposit, but it will also leave them 
with a well established savings when 
they get older and head off into the 
world. This is also a great opportunity 
to teach your child about interest. 
 Have your child choose a charity or 
a cause that is important to them and 
encourage them to use some of their 
allowance to donate to that cause. This 
is a great way to instill in your chil-
dren some important values as well as 
a sense that they are doing their part to 
help someone in need. 
 PriorityOne Bank offers several 
free services to help teach your chil-
dren about money. One in particular, 
is a free online game that can also be 
played on the iPad that teaches chil-

dren about money in the form of a vid-
eo game, it’s fun, interactive and edu-
cational. So much so, children scarcely 
recognize that they are learning while 
they’re having fun. Visit priorityone-
bank.moneyisland.com to begin play-
ing the game. Upon completing the 
game, your child is also eligible for 
prizes if they print out their certifi cate 
and bring it into a PriorityOne Bank 
branch.  
 Teachers can also take advantage 
of this program; the bank provides 
free lesson plans and large rewards to 
classrooms that complete the game to-
gether. Reach out to your local branch 
of PriorityOne Bank to fi nd out more 
about this program.  
 Applying even a few of these strat-
egies to your daily life with your child 
can help immensely in making sure 
they are well prepared for a sound 
fi nancial future. You might even be 
surprised at how well they do with 
these principles, and maybe you’ll 
even learn a thing or two while you’re 
teaching them! 
 Editor's note: Whitney Baker is 
the Marketing Director for Priori-
tyOne Bank. For more information 
about fi nancial literacy and the pro-
grams PriorityOne Bank, call 601-
423-0166, email her at wbaker@
priorityonebank.com or, visit www.
priorityonebank.moneyisland.coma. 
make and use it for whatever we want. 

continued from page 4

Perceptions in banking: getting 
ahead with fi nancial education

Summer workshop helps with literacy education. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

20th Annual

 In July, Pelahatchie School staff, 
faculty and administration prepared 
for the 2015-2016 school year by at-
tending a workshop led by Kelly Gal-
lagher - one of the leading voices in 
literacy education. 
 Gallagher travels to school districts 

and conferences to share his insights 
on literacy education and helps guide 
his colleagues to more effective class-
room instruction. Despite his demand-
ing schedule, Kelly also remains a 
dedicated writer. 
 Gallagher has written fi ve books 
for teachers, which have been used in 
education schools world-wide. 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Kelly Gallagher consults with 
Pelahatchie School educators

ah Elizabeth (4) and John Stuart (1).  
My wife and I are charter and active 
members of The Pointe of 
Brandon, a United Methodist Commu-
nity of Faith. My family and I appre-
ciate your consideration and support, 

but most of all we are grateful for your 
prayers as we go through this journey 
together. For more information on my 
candidacy, please visit www.rankin-
forroberts.com or www.facebook.
com/rankinforroberts.

continued from page 9

Roberts announces candidacy
for Chancery Court Judge
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In a medical emergency, every minute matters. So, at Merit Health, you’ll find faster care in the emergency 

room. We work diligently to have you initially seen by a medical professional* in 30 minutes – or less. And, 

with a team of dedicated medical specialists, we can provide a lot more care, if you need it.

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge – at Merit Health.

Central 
Madison 
Rankin
River Oaks
River Region

Because there’s Merit 
in faster care.

MyMeritHealth.com*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners.

84108_ROH_Merit_ER30_10_375x9c.indd   1 4/23/15   11:49 AM

 The convenience that technolo-
gy and the Internet offers continues 
to capture our imagination and ex-
citement. Surfi ng the Internet once 
meant using the one computer we had 
at home to search for various things.  
Once we were through surfi ng, we 
would carry on with our normal lives.  
Now, our normal lives consists of be-
ing connected to the Internet in some 
fashion at all times, and surfi ng the In-
ternet is a phrase of the past.
 Our increasingly digital lives put 

us at greater risk of identity theft and 
fraud. Cybercrime in all its many 
forms (e.g., online identity theft, fi -
nancial fraud, stalking, bullying, hack-
ing, e-mail spoofi ng, information pi-
racy and forgery, intellectual property 
crime, and more) is a reality for any-
one that uses the Internet.  Staying safe 
online is just as important as staying 
safe in the physical world - when was 
the last time you left your car unlocked 
when shopping at Walmart?
 A recent study performed by Goo-
gle researchers gives us a glimpse of 
the online security practices of Inter-
net users who aren’t security experts 
compared to those of security experts.  

Non-experts relied on cybersecuri-
ty practices such as using anti-virus 
software, using strong passwords and 
changing passwords regularly. On the 
other hand, experts chose cybersecuri-
ty practices such as installing software 
updates, using unique passwords for 
different websites, and using 2 factor 
authentication.
 There is no silver bullet for pre-
venting cybercrime, just as there is no 
silver bullet for preventing tradition-
al crime. We may not all be security 
experts, but we should improve our 
online security practices to reduce 
the chances that we become a victim 
of cybercrime. So the next time you 

"surf" the Internet, try surfi ng for in-
formation about how you can improve 
you cybersecurity practices.  Here are 
a few resources:
• www.staysafeonline.org
• https://www.us-cert.gov/home-

and-business
• http://www.stopthinkconnect.org/
 
 Editor's Note: Jay White is the Di-
rector of Security at the Mississippi 
Department of Information Technolo-
gy Services (ITS). ITS facilitates effec-
tive planning, deployment, and oper-
ation of information technologies for 
Mississippi State Government. White 
lives in Pelahatchie, Mississippi.

By: Jay White, Information Security 
Director, Mississippi Department of 
Information Technology Services

Don't become an Internet victim: Improve cybersecurity practices 
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Pelahatchie 'Night Out' strengthens community ties in 15th annual event

 National Night Out festivities lit 
up the July 30 night in Pelahatchie. 
Designed as a family event to provide 
an opportunity for the community and 
fi re and police personnel to interact, 
the local event celebrated each year 
included a complimentary outdoor 
movie, children’s activities and food.
Dozens of families brought their lawn 
chairs and blankets to view "Big Hero 
6," sponsored by Priority One Bank 
and Mississippi Baking Company, and 
to enjoy children’s games and free hot 
dogs and drinks. 

According to Police Chief Glenda 
Shoemaker, the event gives her depart-
ment a chance to provide educational 
and safety materials and to have lots of 
fun with residents.
 National Night Out is a cohesive 
effort to promote involvement in crime 
prevention activities, police-communi-
ty partnerships, neighborhood camara-
derie and send a message to criminals 
letting them know that neighborhoods 
are organized and fi ghting back. This 
year, more than 37.8 million neighbors 
in 16,124 communities are expected 
to celebrate this event in July and Au-
gust.

By: Susie A. Wolfe

National
Night Out
Pelahatchi
Mississippi

e



Let our family serve your family.
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