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State Senator Dean Kirby of Pearl will not seek re-election

By Frank Corder

Senate President Pro Tempore Dean
Kirby (R) has announced that he will
not be seeking re-election to the Mis-
sissippi Senate in 2027.

Senator Kirby has served in the Missis-
sippi Senate since 1992. He will not seek
a tenth term next year. Kirby, who turns
eighty this year, has served in the state
Senate since 1992. He represents Senate
District 30 and has been the chamber’s
Pro Tem since 2020.

As the chamber’s Pro Tem elected by
the members, Kirby oversees the opera-
tions of the Senate and chairs the Rules
Committee. He is also the vice chair
of the Interstate and Federal Cooper-
ation Committee and currently serves
on Senate committees for Corrections,
Drug Policy, Finance, Insurance, Judi-

ciary A, Medicaid, and Municipalities.

Kirby has been actively involved in
Republican Party politics since the late
1970s, when he chaired the Rankin
County Republican Executive Commit-
tee. His election to the Mississippi Sen-
ate came after redistricting following the
1990 Census. In 1991, Kirby ousted then
incumbent State Senator Barbara Blan-
ton, despite being outspent by a five-to-
one margin.

Well-wishers poured across social me-
dia after the announcement, with for-
mer state Senator-turned-Secretary of
State Michael Watson leading the pack,
saying Kirby “is a good friend who al-
ways poured into me.”

“He’s done it the right way and has
been a wonderful public servant,”
Watson said.

As for who will run to fill the Senate

Special to The Pearl News

Senate President Pro Tempore Dean Kirby has an-
nounced that he will not seek a tenth term next year.

District 30 seat, State Rep. Lee
Yancey (R) declared his intention to
run for the open seat. He said Kirby
has faithfully served the district in
the State Senate, and he his grateful
for Kirby’s decades of leadership.

“With Senator Kirby’s recent an-
nouncement that he will not seek
re-election, I am announcing my
candidacy today in Senate District
30, because I believe it is the best
way for me to do more for Rankin
County,” Yancey said.

Other candidates will likely enter
the Senate race, now that Kirby’s
intentions have been made public.
Qualifying for the 2027 legislative
and statewide races will open in
January.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Article cour-
tesy The Magnolia Tribune.

Summer Library Program to “Unearth a Story” June 1-30

The Pearl News

The Pearl, Richland and Flor-
ence libraries, part of the Central
Mississippi Regional Library Sys-
tem (CMRLS), have announced
that their 2026 Summer Library

Program, “Unearth a Story,” will
take place from June 1 to June 30.
Readers of all ages are invited to
dig into exciting stories, partic-
ipate in engaging activities and
discover new adventures through-
out the month.

The Summer Library Program en-
courages children, teens and adults to
continue reading and learning during
the summer while enjoying fun, edu-
cational events designed for the entire
community. Local libraries will offer
themed programs, crafts, games, spe-
cial performances, reading challenges
and opportunities to win prizes. Events
and activities, which will also include
weekly story time opportunities, fam-
ily events and age-specific activities,

adult. Age groups will be Pre-
school, K-4th, Tweens, Teens,
and Adults. One prize entry is
awarded for every three days
of reading. Reading logs can be
tracked manually or online, and
reading includes books, audio-
books, e-books, magazines, etc.
Reading to children counts.

are free and open to the public.

“Unearth a Story” celebrates imag-
ination, exploration and discovery
through books and hands-on experi-
ences. The program is designed to in-
spire a lifelong love of reading while
bringing families and community
members together at the library.

Community members are en-
couraged to visit their local library
throughout June to participate in the
many activities planned as part of this

Special to The Pearl News

The 2026 Summer Library Program, “Unearth a Story,” will be at local libraries from June 1-30.

year’s summer celebration. Partici-
pants are encouraged to read through-
out the month for the “Read Every
Day Challenge,” track their progress
and earn changes to win prizes at their
local branch, with the opportunity to
qualify for the system-wide grand
prize (five total) — an iPad, with one
awarded to each age group. Partici-
pants must read every day in June to
qualify for the iPad drawing.

The Challenge is open to all ages
with a CMRLS card, pre-K through

To register for the program,
which is required in order to be
eligible for prizes, visit a local
CMRLS branch or visit www.cm-
rls.lib.ms.us/summer-library-pro-
gram-2026/ for instructions on how to
register online.

Reading logs must be submitted by

July 3. Logs can be tracked online
using the beanstack app or can be
tracked manually.

For more information about the “Un-

earth a Story” Summer Library Pro-
gram, including schedules and reg-
istration details, contact a CMRLS
library, or visit cmrls.lib.ms.us.
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Keep Richland Beautiful awa

By Susie A. Wolfe

Keeping Richland Beautiful is a group
effort, and the group’s work was rec-
ognized by Keep Mississippi Beautiful
(KMB) at its thirty-third KMB awards
luncheon held at the Jackson Country
Club on April 30.

Kelly Wedgeworth, the Keep Rich-
land Beautiful coordinator, said, “Last
Spring, and again this year, we planted
a small wildflower/butterfly garden in
the comer of Eastside Park beside the
softball fields. Our field maintenance
supervisor, Jonathan Johnson, sprayed
Roundup and marked the area for plant-
ing. Alderman Beth Sanford and her
husband, Dana Sanford, tilled the area,
and Tom’s Fried Pies donated our ‘But-
terfly Garden’ sign.”

Wedgeworth planted the seeds pro-
vided by Keep Mississippi Beautiful
through a USDA Wildflower Trails of
Mississippi program. They did the same

Butierfly
Garden

< %

Special to The Richland New.

This is the second year that Keep Richland Beautiful planted a Butterfly Wildflower Garden in the corner
of Eastside Park beside the softball fields. It was recognized recently by the USDA Wildflower Trails of
Mississippi at the April 30 Keep Mississippi Awards Luncheon.

process again this year but increased
the size of the garden.

Other activities of Keep Richland
Beautiful include Richland Cleanup

Day and Cleanup Week that they do
annually. This year, on Richland Clean-
up Day, they had fifty volunteers, in-
cluding some from businesses such as

rded for beautification efforts

APAC and Plainview Assisted Living.
They collected one hundred bags of
litter from the streets of Richland this
year on that day.

Cleanup Week is another project held
annually that allows Richland residents
and businesses to bring large items to
the city dump all week. This year, one
hundred and fifty-five individuals took
advantage of cleanup week and filled
four large dumpsters with a total of
nearly two tons of garbage.

Also, trees were planted next to the
Richland Recreation Center by the Pub-
lic Works Department. In March 2026,
Keep Richland Beautiful received ten
fifteen-gallon trees, five Magnolia and
five Red Maple, from a grant through
Keep Mississippi Beautiful and the
Mississippi Forestry Commission.

Keep Richland Beautiful meets quar-
terly and is always looking for new
members. Call 601-420-3400 for more
information.

Summer Library Program to “Unearth a Story” June 1-30

The Richland News

The Pearl, Richland and Florence li-
braries, part of the Central Mississippi
Regional Library System (CMRLS),
have announced that their 2026 Sum-
mer Library Program, “Unearth a Sto-
ry,” will take place from June 1 to June
30. Readers of all ages are invited to
dig into exciting stories, participate in
engaging activities and discover new
adventures throughout the month.

The Summer Library Program en-
courages children, teens and adults to
continue reading and learning during
the summer while enjoying fun, edu-
cational events designed for the entire
community. Local libraries will offer
themed programs, crafts, games, spe-
cial performances, reading challenges
and opportunities to win prizes. Events
and activities, which will also include
weekly story time opportunities, family
events and age-specific activities, are
free and open to the public.

v

The Challenge is open to all ages
with a CMRLS card, pre-K through
adult. Age groups will be Preschool,
K-4th, Tweens, Teens, and Adults.
One prize entry is awarded for ev-
ery three days of reading. Reading
logs can be tracked manually or
online, and reading includes books,
audiobooks, e-books, magazines,

etc. Reading to children counts.

Special to The Richland News

The 2026 Summer Library Program, “Unearth a Story,” will be at local libraries from June 1-30.

“Unearth a Story” celebrates imagina-
tion, exploration and discovery through
books and hands-on experiences. The
program is designed to inspire a life-
long love of reading while bringing
families and community members to-
gether at the library.

Community members are encouraged
to visit their local library throughout
June to participate in the many activi-
ties planned as part of this year’s sum-

mer celebration. Participants are en-
couraged to read throughout the month
for the “Read Every Day Challenge,”
track their progress and earn chang-
es to win prizes at their local branch,
with the opportunity to qualify for the
system-wide grand prize (five total)
— an iPad, with one awarded to cach
age group. Participants must read ev-
ery day in June to qualify for the iPad
drawing.

To register for the program, which
is required in order to be eligible for
prizes, visit a local CMRLS branch
or visit www.cmrls.lib.ms.us/sum-
mer-library-program-2026/ for in-

structions on how to register online.

Reading logs must be submitted by
July 3. Logs can be tracked online us-
ing the beanstack app or can be tracked
manually.

For more information about the “Un-
earth a Story” Summer Library Pro-
gram, including schedules and registra-
tion details, contact a CMRLS library,
or visit cmrls.lib.ms.us.
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State and local groups express sympathy for the passmg of Buddy Cooper

Special to The Florence News

A celebration of life service was held
Saturday, May 25, 2026, at First Baptist
Church in Florence for Alex "Buddy"
Cooper, a Rankin County school bus
driver and beloved “Santa” figure, who
died May16.

According to the church staff, pews of
the church were filled with those whose
lives Cooper touched for more than a
decade, and the stories of his kindness
were shared.

Gabe Cooper said seeing the number
of lives that his father, Buddy, touched
was overwhelming.

“We were so honored to be visited by
Representative Lance Varner to present
[us] with a special proclamation honor-
ing my dad, mourning the loss and com-
memorating the life, legacy, and service
and expressing deepest sympathy to his
family and friends for his passing.” said
his son, Gabe, in posts online.

Buddy Cooper died a few days after
the May 11 morning crash of his school

bus and an 18-wheeler on Highway 49
at Post Road. Though there were no
students onboard, the investigation is
ongoing, according to Florence Police
Chief Brad Burns, who confirmed that
the driver of the 18-wheeler alleged
that his brakes were not working at the
time of the accident coming through
the intersection.

The teachers and administrators at
Florence schools were upset by the
news of the Rankin County School
District (RCSD) wreck, and the subse-
quent death of their beloved bus driver.

According to Shey Patterson, RCSD
transportation supervisor for the Florence
Zone, “Mr. Buddy drove a school bus for
the Florence school zone since 2012, so
he’s been driving fourteen years plus for
Florence. Mr. Buddy was loved by his
students and loved by his fellow cowork-
ers. He was dependable. He was loyal.
He was compassionate, and he always
brought a smile to everyone’s face. The
community of Florence and the Florence
schools will miss him greatly. He has left

Special to The Florence News

Gabe Cooper asked the community to remember
his father by spending time volunteering, giving
blood, giving to a charity, giving to somebody in
need or doing something in the community to
help others.

a void that will never be filled.”

Florence Mayor Trey Gunn said, “Bud-
dy Cooper leaves behind a legacy of ser-
vice, kindness and joy that will not be
forgotten. Through his years of caring
for students and creating special mem-
ories for families across our community,

he made Florence a better place. His im-
pact will be felt for generations, and we
extend our deepest condolences to his
family and all who loved him.”

"Our condolences to the family,"
Richland Mayor Clay Burns said. "He
was a great feature in our city and very
well loved."

“He would always tell our families ev-
ery year at our Christmas parties, ‘My
God don’t make no junk,’” said Frances
Patterson, Harbour Day School execu-
tive director. “He would tell our fami-
lies you were specially chosen to have
the gift of a child with special needs.”

“Buddy had requested all donations be
for our program and school,” Patterson
said. “Literally in the last hours of his
life, Gabe said he mentioned you guys
twice and how imperative it is that peo-
ple give. I think that’s his legacy.”

His son, Gabe, said to remember his
father, “Just spend some time, volun-
teer, give blood, give to a charity, give
to somebody in need. Do something in
your community to help others.”

Summer Library Program to “Unearth a Story” June 1-30

The Florence News

The Pearl, Richland and Florence li-
braries, part of the Central Mississippi
Regional Library System (CMRLS),
have announced that their 2026 Sum-
mer Library Program, “Unearth a Sto-
ry,” will take place from June 1 to June
30. Readers of all ages are invited to
dig into exciting stories, participate in
engaging activities and discover new
adventures throughout the month.

The Summer Library Program en-
courages children, teens and adults to
continue reading and learning during
the summer while enjoying fun, edu-
cational events designed for the entire
community. Local libraries will offer
themed programs, crafts, games, spe-
cial performances, reading challenges
and opportunities to win prizes. Events
and activities, which will also include
weekly story time opportunities, family
events and age-specific activities, are
free and open to the public.

Special to The Florence News

The 2026 Summer Library Program, “Unearth a Story,” will be at local libraries from June 1-30.

“Unearth a Story” celebrates imagina-
tion, exploration and discovery through
books and hands-on experiences. The
program is designed to inspire a life-
long love of reading while bringing
families and community members to-
gether at the library.

Community members are encouraged
to visit their local library throughout
June to participate in the many activi-
ties planned as part of this year’s sum-

mer celebration. Participants are en-
couraged to read throughout the month
for the “Read Every Day Challenge,”
track their progress and earn chang-
es to win prizes at their local branch,
with the opportunity to qualify for the
system-wide grand prize (five total)
— an iPad, with one awarded to each
age group. Participants must read ev-
ery day in June to qualify for the iPad
drawing.

The Challenge is open to all ages
with a CMRLS card, pre-K through
adult. Age groups will be Preschool,
K-4th, Tweens, Teens, and Adults.
One prize entry is awarded for ev-
ery three days of reading. Reading
logs can be tracked manually or
online, and reading includes books,
audlobooks e-books, magazines,
etc. Readlng to chlldren counts.

To register for the program, which
is required in order to be eligible for
prizes, visit a local CMRLS branch
or visit www.cmrls.lib.ms.us/sum-
mer-library-program-2026/ for in-

structions on how to register online.

Reading logs must be submitted by
July 3. Logs can be tracked online us-
ing the beanstack app or can be tracked
manually.

For more information about the “Un-
earth a Story” Summer Library Pro-
gram, including schedules and registra-
tion details, contact a CMRLS library,
or visit cmrls.lib.ms.us.
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Legislative Update: redistricting, special sessions, and the early 2027 races

By Senator Brian Rhodes,
State Senator, Mississippi
District 36

Mississippi  politics
continues to stay ac-
tive, even though the
regular legislative ses-
sion has ended.

Recently, Governor Tate
Reeves cancelled the special session
he had previously called regarding
judicial redistricting. The special
session was specifically called for
the purpose of redrawing Mississip-
pi Supreme Court district maps after
a lower federal court ruled changes
were necessary.

However, after the recent Callais
case, the lower court vacated its ear-
lier ruling that mandated the new
Supreme Court maps. With that de-
cision no longer in place, there was
no immediate legal requirement for
the Legislature to meet and redraw
those districts, leading the Governor
to cancel the special session.

There has been a great deal of ex-
citement and speculation from both
sides of the political aisle about the
possibility of congressional redis-

Special to
SW Rankin News

tricting, as well. It is important to un-
derstand, however, that congressio-
nal redistricting was never included
in the Governor’s official call for the
special session. Under Mississippi
law, once the Legislature adjourns its
regular session, lawmakers in a spe-
cial session are limited strictly
to the subjects the Gover-
nor places in the call.

Even though con-
gressional redistrict-
ing was not part of [
the cancelled spe- |
cial session, dis-
cussions are con-
tinuing around the
state. There is still
significant debate sur-
rounding whether chang-
ing congressional districts
at this point would even be
legal, since Mississippi has already
conducted party primaries for the up-
coming election cycle.

While no immediate action appears
likely, I do expect there to be conver-
sations next year regarding possible
changes to both congressional and
legislative district lines.

At the same time, statewide elec-

tions in 2027 are already draw-
ing early attention. Governor Tate
Reeves will be term limited, and
several high-profile Republicans
have already announced campaigns
to succeed him.

Former Speaker of the House Philip
Gunn and Mississippi Com-
missioner of Agriculture
and Commerce Andy
Gipson were the first
major candidates to
officially announce
their intentions to
run for Governor.
With several other
names rumored to
be considering the
race, the Republican

primary for Gover-
nor could become very
crowded.

Commissioner Gipson’s decision to
seek the Governor’s office would also
leave the Agriculture Commissioner
position open. While there has al-
ready been speculation about possible
candidates, no formal announcements
have been made at this time.

For Lieutenant Governor, Secre-
tary of State Michael Watson is cur-

rently the only officially announced
candidate.

Meanwhile, State Auditor Shad
White has publicly stated that he in-
tends to seek another office, which
opens the door for a competitive race
for State Auditor. Former Represen-
tative Nick Bain and Senator Daniel
Sparks have already formally an-
nounced campaigns for that position.

At this point, no candidates have
officially announced for Secretary
of State, and we are still waiting to
see whether Attorney General Lynn
Fitch will seek reelection or pursue
another office. We also have not yet
seen any formal announcements for
Insurance Commissioner, and it re-
mains unclear whether Insurance
Commissioner Mike Chaney plans to
seek another term.

At this point, all indications are that
State Treasurer David McRae intends
to remain in the Treasurer’s office for
the foreseeable future, though Mis-
sissippi politics always has a way of
changing quickly.

Even though the Legislature is out
of session, Mississippi politics cer-
tainly is not slowing down any time
soon.
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Huelett, named
Richland's new
digital specialist

Taylor Hulett started with the City of Richland on
May 27. She will serve as Mayor Clay Burn’s ad-
ministrative assistant and with communications
and digital media. From Houston, Texas, Hulett is
a graduate of Mississippi State University.
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International Paper breaks ground on new $225 million Rankin facility

By Danniel Tyson

Mississippi continued its economic development
winning streak Wednesday May 26, 2026, with
the groundbreaking for International Paper’s (IP)
$225 million packaging facility in Rankin County.

Workers at the company’s new 470,000 square-
foot facility will utilize state-of-the-art innovation
and lean-manufacturing technologies to produce
corrugated packaging, company leaders said.

Governor Tate Reeves was on hand for the cere- ; x
mony to mark the investment in Mississippi. a4

ww Paper

“Today, Mississippi continues winning,” said
Reeves. “When a company needs something built,

wwh |pternational

the most advanced technology and modern safe-
ty standards, International Papers’ officials told a
crowd of about seventy-five gathered for ground-
breaking.

Keith Townsend, IP’s vice president and general
manager for North America Packaging Solutions
East division, said the company has strong ties to
Mississippi, noting IP has had a presence in the
Magnolia State for nearly half a century and still
operates three mills in Mississippi.

The new facility is intended to better meet cus-
tomers’ demand while improving efficiency. It
will also support strategic growth and long-term
investment in Mississippi.

and built right, they are choosing Mississippi.”

Construction is expected to start in
June in the East Metro Center Industrial
Park on an 80-acre site in Brandon and be com-
pleted by the end of 2027.

When the plant is fully operational, it will use

Employees from IP’s Richland plant will transition to the new IP facility. Keith
Townsend, IP’s vice president and general manager for North America Pack-
aging Solutions East division, said the company has strong ties to Mississippi,
noting IP has had a presence in the Magnolia State for nearly half a century
and still operates three mills in Mississippi.

The investment is providing approximately one
hundred fifty jobs, careers officials said are “high
paying.” Employees from IP’s Richland plant will
transition to the new facility.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Article courtesy The Magno-
lia Tribune.

Special to SW Rankin News
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0I5 Truths for Today

J.T. Morgan

A Look At “The Sinner’s Prayer” In History

“What must | do to be saved”, is the most essential question anyone
could ask. There is an increasing number of people relying on the “sinner’s
prayer” as the basis of accepting Jesus and being saved. Does the Bible
teach that one can be saved by saying or praying the sinner’s prayer?

In taking a close look in the New Testament, there is not one word
about the sinner’s prayer. In fact “the sinner’s prayer” is not found! Not
one person is told in the New Testament to pray to receive salvation. So
where did this concept come from?

During the Reformation a great many changes in the religious scene were
made and during this time a number of denominations were founded. By
the 1600’s these new denominations abounded in traditions and the early
zeal of faith began to wane. The maijority of people still held to the Catholic
idea of infant baptism. Preachers in the various denominations began to
minimize the importance of such baptisms and baptism in general.

During the 1700’s there came an era of strong preaching. It created
an environment where people felt the need to respond to the message
preached. During this time it was concluded that the point of faith was more
important than obedience. It was during this time that Huldrych Zwingli,
a leader in the Reformation movement in Switzerland, put into words the
famous statement that “baptism was only an outward sign of an inward
grace”. In the 1700’s prayer was loosely associated with conversion. By
the 1800’s it was standard practice to pray to “receive Christ”.

During the early 1900’s a baseball player, Billy Sunday, was converted
and eventually began to preach. He called his meetings crusades and was
the first to mix the ideas of entertainment with teaching. After a thunderous
sermon that contained heavy moralistic messages with political overtones
and humor, called outlandish behavior by some, salvation was offered
to the audience often associated with prayer which Sunday called “the
sinner’s prayer” and told they were saved if they simply walked down the
aisle. Billy Graham was converted during one of Sunday’s crusades in
1936. Graham’s crusades were similar to those mentioned above, but he
added respectability to his crusades. By the 1950’s Graham’s counselors
were using a prayer from his book “Four Steps to Peach with God”.

With such a long history it is no wonder people think that this is the way
to be saved.  (To be continued)

Florence church of Christ-220 White Street -Florence, MS 39073
Mailing Address: 219 Morrison Road
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Pearl and Rlchland honored at 33rd KMB Awards Luncheon

Special to the SW Rankin News

Rankin County groups and resi-
dents were award winners at the
thirty-third annual Keep Missis-
sippi Beautiful (KMB) Awards
Luncheon held on April 30 at the
Jackson Country Club.

Not only was Springlake Gar-
den Club of Pearl recognized
for their efforts in beautifying
our state, but club member Bet-
ty Newman was presented with
the Barbara Door Green Hero
Reward for her years of ded-
ication to beautification, gar-
dening education, and environ-
mental stewardship in the Pearl
community.

Also, Pearl Mayor Jake Wind-
ham was recognized under the
mayor’s division, and the City
of Pearl was awarded under
city governments of 15,000 and
above.

Keep Richland Beautiful re-
ceived a plaque from the Wild-
flower Trails of Mississippi

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Betty Newman (right) was awarded the Keep
Mississippi Beautiful Barbara Door Green Hero
Reward for her work with the Springlake Garden
Club, which she started in 2009, and other proj-
ects. Pictured with Newman is Sandy Powlett of
Entergy (left), who presented the awards as the
Chair of the Board of Directors for KMB.

beautification category for proj-
ects like the Butterfly Garden at
Eastside Park.

The Brandon Garden Club was
recognized for its work with the
Mississippt  Agriculture Mu-
seum, and the Mills family re-

The Mayor of the City of Pearl, Jake Windham
(right), was awarded the 2026 KMB Mayor of the
Year award for cities of 25,000, and the City of
Pearl was recognized for KMB efforts to create
a beautiful state where people will want to come
and visit. Stacy Smith, the KMB coordinator for
Pearl, accepted the city award. Pictured with
Windham is Sandy Powlett with KMB.

ceived a volunteer award for
work on behalf of the Reservoir
Beautification Project.

Rep. Clay Mansell, District 56
state representative and publisher
of the Pearl, Richland, and Flor-
ence newspapers, was a speaker,

The City of Richland received recognition in the
Wildflower Trails category for Mississippi beauti-
fication projects at the KMB Awards luncheon at
the Jackson Country Club. Pictured are Richland
Mayor Clay Burns (left) and Kelly Wedgeworth
(right), Richland’s Community Involvement Co-
ordinator, who manages the Richland beautifica-
tion projects.

as was MDOT Central Missis-
sippi Commissioner Willie Sim-
mons. Sandy Powlett of Entergy
presented awards as the Chair of
the Board of Directors for Keep
Mississippi Beautiful, an affiliate
of Keep America Beautiful.

November 3, 2026
ELECT —

MICHAEL

x RANKIN COUNTY CHANCERY COURT 4

JUDGE

Qualified Committed [v/|Community

Paid for By the Committee to Elect
Michael Wolf and Approved By the Candidate

Minded

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE
AND SPECIAL PRICING

Frederick'’s

“the ehoice in outdoor eqmpmem‘

FREDERICK'S SALES & SERVICE, INC.

1006 OLD HIGHWAY 471, BRANDON, MS 39042

SALES & SERVICE

601-824-0074
WWW.FREDERICKSSALES.COM
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" From the Florence Boardroom: vote to be held on selling medical cannabis )

SW Rankin News

Thsoss

The City of Florence
Mayor and Board of
Aldermen met in their
regularly scheduled
meeting set for the first
and third Tuesday each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
City Hall located at 203
College Street in Flor-
ence. Present on April 21 were Mayor Pro-
Tem Brian Grantham and Aldermen John
Banks, Mason Herrin, Kyle Martin and Brent
Sistrunk. Mayor Trey Gunn was absent.

The Board’s business included voting to
send Chief Burns to the Mississippi Asso-
ciation Chief of Police Summer conference in
Biloxi June 16-19, 2026; to send Public Works
Operator Billy Russell and Maintenance work-
er Ethan Peden to the Rural Water Association,
Inc. 2026 Backflow Prevention Certification
class in Pearl on August 17-20, 2026; and to
send Public Works Operator Billy Russell to
2026 MSRWA Annual Management & Techni-
cal Conference in Biloxi, May 26-29, 2026.

Upon recommendation of Community Devel-
opment Director Joel Sims, a motion was made
to approve signage for Peak Therapy located at
2990 Highway 49 South Florence; to approve

By Susie A. Wolfe

signage for Outlaw Customs, LLC located
at 2893 Highway 49 South Florence; to send
Mayor Assistant/Police Officer Richard Thom-
as to the 2026 Summer MACE Educational
Conference August 11-14, 2026 in Biloxi; to
send Community Development Director Joel
Sims to the 2026 Summer MACE Conference
August 11- 14, 2026 in Biloxi; and to authorize
Mayor Gunn to sign the CE&I Contract with
Engineering Service for the New Water Well
Project.

The Board also approved the claim’s dock-
et and minutes of the previous meeting. The
Board went into executive session to discuss

a personnel matter in the Fire Department
involving the position of fire fighter. Upon
recommendation of Fire Chief Richard Wil-
son, the group agreed to hire KeAndre R.
Woods as a part-time fire fighter at $17 per
hour starting April 22, 2026, and to hire An-
rew B. Craft as a parttime fire fighter at $17
per hour starting May 6, 2026.

At the May 5, 2026, meeting, present were
Mayor Gunn, Aldermen Banks, Grantham,
Herrin, Martin and Sistrunk.

Public hearings were held in closed session
for a Special Exception to allow Manufac-
tured and Modular Home sales in C-3 Zon-
ing District. Brent McCrory, president of
Spartan Housing, LLC, presented his facts,
as did Community Development Director,
Joel Sims and City Engineer Tim Parker. It was
approved with a unanimous vote.

Another public hearing was held to provide
reasonable regulation regarding the use of med-
ical cannabis in Florence. It will be voted on at
the June 2 Board Meeting.

The Board voted to obtain an appraisal for a
proposed land acquisition.

A motion was made in executive session to al-
low dismissal of the Humble Annexation, and
to direct City Attorney Bobby Lingold to take
no action concerning Monterey Annexation.

Wolf announces candidacy
for Chancery Court Judge

By Michael Wolf

Michael Wolf is pleased to an-
nounce his candidacy for Rankin
County Chancery Court Judge, of-
fering more than three decades of
legal experience, a record of pub-
lic service, and a steadfast com-
mitment to integrity, impartiality,
and faithful adherence to the law.

A longtime resident of Rankin County, Mi-
chael has built his life around family, faith,
and community. He holds the unwavering
belief that faithfully following the law pro-
tects those values. He and his wife Rebecca,
a teacher, are committed to strengthening
those same values that make Rankin County
a place that families are proud to call home.

While the scope of the Chancery is broad,
it does serve as the Court where issues of
Family are considered. Faith and Family
define Michael Wolf. His faith was tested
in 2021 when he and his children suffered
the sudden loss of Stacy, an amazing wife
and mother. Luckily their lives were already
well rooted in Christ, and this experience did
not undue that faith but strengthened in them
the knowledge that God is love, even in our
pain.

With this faith, Michael has since been
blessed beyond measure, finding love again
and marrying Rebecca. They have blended

their two families, with four
adult children, of which three
are teachers and one a minister
in the making. Their home is a
place of love and laughter.

Michael has served the youth
in this community as a Sunday
school teacher, and by coach-
ing soccer, football, and mock
trial teams.

For over 33 years, Michael has practiced
law across multiple jurisdictions with ex-
tensive experience in trial courts, appellate
courts, and public service. His legal career
has included appearances before state and
federal courts, including the Mississippi
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals, as well as writing briefs before the
United States Supreme Court.

Michael’s professional experience has pre-
pared him for the job of Chancery Court
Judge. He has served as a certified media-
tor, hearing officer, former senior deputy
city attorney, and a managing partner. Those
roles required thoughtful decision-making,
fairness, careful evaluation of evidence, and
respect for the rule of law, which have abso-
lutely prepared him for the job of judge.

Michael Wolf seeks the opportunity to
serve Rankin County with independence,
integrity, humility, and an unwavering com-
mitment to fairness in the law.
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“Let us be your source
for every floral occasion.”

Lisa

Chapm

ot

& Stanley Hayman
Owners

Park Place Shopping Center
5647 Hwy 80 East, Suite 13
Pearl, MS 39208

shop 601.936.0391
fax 601.936.0359

ans.Florist@yahoo.com

www.ChapmanFlowerShop.com




8 Pearl News THQ\I(:‘II}IEXED FLORENCE / Your Community. Your News. Your Paper. June 2026

4 From the Pearl Boardroom: Board N
denies variance for new subdivision

SW Rankin News

Present for the May 5 and May 19 Board Meet-
ings at Pearl City Hall were Alderman-at-Large
David Stovall; Alderman, Ward 1 Sammy Wil-
liams; Alderman, Ward 2 Keith Dennis; Alder-
man, Ward 3 Gary Broadwater; Alderman, Ward
4 Casey Foy; Alderman, Ward 5 Dwight Knight;
Alderman, Ward 6 Kyle Foster; and Mayor Jake Windham.

After the prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance, the Board acknowl-
edged the Keep MS Beautiful (KMB) awards received. Mayor Jake
Windham received the 2026 Mayor of The Year Keep MS Beautiful
(KMB), and Betty Miles Newman was recognized for receiving the
KMB 2026 Barbara Dorr Green “Hero Award.” PHS Art Instructor
Felicia Lee, staff and students were at the meeting to present one of the
completed murals for Art Alley.

After the Consent Agenda, Minutes, Claims Docket were approved,
the Board authorized the Modification Request for the FY26 Impaired
Driving Grant with the MS Office of Highway Safety in the amount of
$10,000; approved Palo Alto Cortex Annual Renewal in the amount of
$13,052 to Pileum Corp, Metrix Solutions; and approved a CoP time
block of twenty hours for engineering services in the amount of $2,900
payable to Pileum Corp.

The Board approved an order to adopt an Ordinance of Annexation
and extension of municipal boundaries.

They also approved Facilities Use Agreements for The Pearson Foun-
dation; approved and accepted the RFP bid from Evolution Technolo-
gies for additions to existing Genetec door access and camera system
in the amount of $332,960. This is a budgeted item, with the total cost
shared between IT and Communications, Public Works and Parks &
Recreation departments.

The request by Mercy House for a conditional use permit was denied.
It would have allowed them to move their current thrift store to a new
location at 3201 Highway 80 East. The vote was Alderman Knight and
Alderman Foy voting for, and Alderman Stovall, Alderman Williams,
Alderman Dennis, Alderman Broadwater and Alderman Foster voting
against.

In General Business, the Board voted to adopt Section 2-24 and 2-25
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Pearl.

A public hearing was set for May 19, 2026, but was moved to June
2, to determine whether or not a conditional use permit should be ap-
proved to allow Frank Phann to renovate the property at 418 North
Bierdeman Road and use it for apartments.

Another public hearing was set for May 19, to determine whether
or not a variance should be granted to The Waltwood Group, LLC.
to allow them to develop lots at the corner of Boston Road and Old
Whitfield Road. The Waltwood Group, LLC asked for lots one through
six with a 70-foot-wide lot width instead of the required 80 feet, to
develop lots eleven through fifteen where the lot widths and setbacks
are measured where lots open up instead of at road right of way, and
to build 1,500 square-foot homes instead of the required 2,000 square
feet. The vote was five to two denying the variance.

A public hearing was conducted to determine whether or not a con-
ditional use permit should be granted to Hook Seafood, LLC, to al-
low them to operate a restaurant at 127 South Pearson Road. It was
approved.

At the May 19 Public Hearing, the Board sought to determine whether
or not property owned by Team Davis Holdings located at 805 George
Kersh Drive, Pearl, is in such a condition or state as to be unsightly and
un-kept or otherwise a menace to the to the community. The manager
spoke, but it was agreed that the owner would work with the property

owner over the next sixty days.

/

RFGC names new officers

A
v

The new officers of the Richland-Florence Garden Club pictured (I to r) are: Becky Holley, Minetta
Veazey, Debbie Knight and Annajeral Knight. Not pictured is Susan Mancil.

Frorence
601-845-4445

¥ CHANCELLOR
FuneErAL HOMES

& GARDEN OF MEMORIES - GLENWOOD MEMORIAL PARK

WWW.CHANCELLORFUNERALHOME.COM

Byram
601-372-2955

RicarAND
601-932-0005

Brakes Clutches
Timing Belts Certified A/C
Water Pumps And More
2 &4 Wheel
Alignments ‘ ‘
T ey

| 601-502-3706
ey
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Auto Repair
24

Hour

Richland Wrecker Service anc

601-502-3706

24-Hour Service « We go the extra mile
“Over 30 years experience in auto repair”

(601) 936-0003 2651 Hwy. 468 (601) 936-0353
(Business Phone) Pearl, MS 39208 (Fax)
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JACK DURR

VICTORIA BROCK
Pearl High School Florence High School
Class of 2026 Class of 2026
Valedictorian Valedictorian

ABBY GRACE LEWIS
Pearl High School
Class of 2026
Salutatorian

MAYLEE GILMER
Florence High School
Class of 2026
Salutatorian

MADDISON MARIE

g PHILLIPS
Richland High School
Class of 2026 Valedictorian

IVONNE MAGDALENA
ROCHA MIRANDA
Richland High School
Class of 2026 Salutatorian

KNIGHTEN

CHARLES BRIDGES
McLaurin High School
Class of 2026 Valedictorian

NATHAN KNIGHT

Discovery Christian School
Class of 2026
Valedictorian

ABBIE MICHELLE

BRIDGE
McLaurin High School
Class of 2026 Salutatorian

GABBY SCIUMBATA
Discovery Christian School
Class of 2026
Salutatorian

Photos special to SW Rankin News

t NEWS THE E—
Pearl News ICHLAND FLORENCE

Congratulations!

FROM ALL THE STAFF AT SARANKIN NEWS

i

KANGAROO CROSSING
350 HWY 43 SOUTH
PELAHATCHIE, MS

MARATHON
613 Us-80
PELAHATCHIE, MS

JELLYSTONE PARK
143 CAMPGROUND ROAD
PELAHATCHIE, MS

Reliance Accounting, LLC

557 Grants Ferry Rd
Brandon, MS

601-791-2931
Thank You, Teachers!

GENE X
NEWMAN

Representative 61

CONGRATULATIONS
to all educators & students _|
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Simran Dhaliwal receives
MSU’s Spirit of State award

Special to SW Rankin News

Simran Dhaliwal of Pearl, a ju-
nior in biomedical engineering
at Mississippi State University
(MSU), was one of twenty-four
students from various majors and
backgrounds who are receiving
Spirit of State Awards for their ex-
ceptional personal contributions
to student life.

Organized by the university's Di-
vision of Student Affairs and cel-
ebrating its twenty-first year, the
award honors students who have
made a positive impact on peers
and the broader campus commu-
nity through organization involve-
ment, service to the institution and
personal actions promoting school
spirit and tradition.

"We are proud to honor these
outstanding student leaders whose
selflessness, service and integrity
exemplify what it means to be a
Bulldog," MSU Vice President for
Student Affairs Regina Hyatt said.
"This recognition also extends to the families, mentors, faculty and staff who have
supported and uplifted these students along the way. It truly takes a village, and it's
exciting to be able to celebrate the entire community that helps shape and inspire
student success at Mississippi State."

The Spirit of State Awards program is open to all students, no matter their classi-
fication, major or primary campus. Nominees must have a minimum 2.25 GPA and
be in good academic and disciplinary standing.

Special to SW Rankin News

Simran Dhaliwal (center), a junior in biomedical en-
gineering at Mississippi State University, was one of
twenty-four students who received the Spirit of State
Award, which honors students who have made a posi-
tive impact on peers and the broader campus commu-
nity through organization involvement, service to the
institution and personal actions promoting school spirit
and tradition.

Chamber names Youth Leadership Class

Special to SW Rankin News tive communication, decision-making,

team building, motivation and organi-
zation, and work ethic development.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CLASS
2026-27 includes Florence, Pearl
and Richland students

FLORENCE HIGH SCHOOL

Anna Dudley, Karlie Higdon
Kendall Wilder, Mac Taylor
Taylor Gunn

PEARL HIGH SCHOOL
Campbell McHenry

The Youth Leadership Rankin pro-
gram helps young leaders develop re-
sponsible community leadership roles
and impact the future of Rankin Coun-
ty. More than thirty-one students ap-
plied and were interviewed to be part
of this group.

“After a fun kick-off retreat in Au-
gust,” said Rankin Chamber President
Mandi Arinder. “The Youth Leadership
Program consists of seven monthly full-
day sessions from September-March
with a graduation following in April.”

Throughout the program, the students JP Greer
will perform community service and Sophia Scutch
create connections with the people of
Rankin County. RICHLAND HIGH SCHOOL

The students will familiarize them-
selves with community opportunities,
needs, problems and resources. They
will have effective dialogue, establish-
ing friendships among participants and
community leaders. The students will
learn advanced leadership and manage-
ment skills including goal setting, effec-

Damian Bayati
Jakai Herron

MCLAURIN HIGH SCHOOL

Emma Paul
Perla Aban-Thingwold
Xavier Cameron

Pearl’s Jack Durr receives NIAAA
Section 8 Student Scholarship

Special to SW Rankin News

Jack Durr is the recipient of the
2026 NIAAA Section 3 Student
Athlete Scholarship. He was cho-
sen on May 17, 2026, at the annu-
al Section 3 spring meeting held
in Atlanta, Georgia. Durr will re-
ceive a plaque and a $2,500 schol-
arship to assist with the cost of
higher education.

Durr graduated from Pearl High
School (PHS) on May 14, 2026.
The athletic director at Pearl is
Richard Smithhart, CAA. As
Pearl’s valedictorian, Durr gradu-
ated with a 4.0 GPA and is a highly
decorated student. He received the
Congressional Award Gold Medal,
Mississippi Department of Educa-
tion Gold Seal of Biliteracy (En-
glish and Spanish), Student of the
Month twice, and more.

A two-sport athlete at Pearl, Durr
competed in football and baseball for
four years each. In football, he earned
four varsity letters, received the Play-
er of the Year Award, Offensive MVP,
captained the team, and was on the
Mississippi  Association of Coaches
All-Star South team.

In baseball, Durr gained four varsity
letters, received All-District honors,
and was named Pearl High School’s
Most Valuable Pitcher.

Durr was a committed student-leader,
as well, serving as Student Body Pres-
ident his senior year. From freshman

Jack Durr (left) was Pearl High School’s valedictorian
who graduated in May with a 4.0 GPA. He was also
Student Body President and a two-sport athlete, com-
peting in football and baseball for four years each. In
football, he received the Player of the Year Award and
Offensive MVP, and, in baseball, he was named Pearl
High School’s Most Valuable Pitcher.

through junior year, he was either class
president or vice president and gave
much of his time to the Athletics Lead-
ership Team and Leadership Team.

In addition, Durr offered his time
and efforts to his local community. He
volunteered his time at Blood Service
drives, the Salvation Army Red Kettle
Campaign, made children’s hospital
blessing bags, and created hygiene kits
for the homeless.

Durr also had the honor of being on
the City of Pearl Mayor’s Youth Coun-
cil and the Mississippi Department of
Education State Superintendent Stu-
dent Advisory Council.

DRUG FREE WORKPLACE

318 AIRPORT ROAD
PEARL, MS 39208

Phone (601) 939-6970
www.hydropowerms.com

Hypro/Power oF MS

FLUID POWER SPECIALISTS

CONGRATULATIONS
To All Teachers & Students

We Salute You!

Sand

GLEASON TIRE
lias SWIHE receptm fOSEﬂvm Ers.

Salutes All Teachers!

Special to SW Rankin News
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Richland High School names 2026 Hall of Fame honorees

The Richland High School 2026 Hall of Fame was selected in a rigorous, three-part process that considered not only academic achievement but also activities, community
service, and leadership. The school says the thirteen students were chosen because of their outstanding work, and they are a concrete example of what it means to be a
Ranger. Below each photo is the information provided by Richland High School (RHS) about the recipient.

Landon Alvarez

Landon Alverez represents
Richland well both on the field
and in the classroom, and he
is viewed positively by both
RHS staff and his peers.

Madison Fortenberry

Whether Madison Fortenber-
ry is twirling her flag with the
color guard or leading a class-
room discussion, she leads her
peers with hard work, respect,
and positivity.

Peyton Perkins

Peyton Perkins challenges
herself in and outside of the
classroom, and she shows
leadership, positivity, and com-

Sarah Elizabeth Bates

Sarah Elizabeth Bates is a
dependable, kind student who
consistently shows quiet resil-
ience in and out of the class-
room.

Madison Gibson

Madison Gibson’s drive and
determination keep her go-
ing both on the basketball
court and in the classroom,
and she is a natural leader.

Maddison Phillips

Maddison Phillips, a smart,
hardworking student-athlete,
pushes herself to achieve her
goals. She is a positive pres-
ence in both the classroom

Mason Moha

Mason Moha is a respectful
student-athlete who works hard
and treats others well. He con-
tributes positively through his
effort and attitude.

urtney

Chelsey Courtney represents
Richland with integrity and
positivity from the bandstand to
the House of Representatives
and inspires others through her
character and work ethic.

Ivonne Rocha Miranda

Bryce Shows

Bryce Shows shows leader-
ship and respect both on the
soccer field and in the class-
room.

Ivonne Miranda is a quiet stu-
dent who consistently shows
respect and responsibility. She
sets a strong example through
steady effort and positive
influence.

Shelby Duran

Shelby Duran brings energy
and determination to every-
thing she does, from the class-
room to the field and ultimately
to the community.

Neiko Herron

Neiko Herron demonstrates
strong character and account-
ability. He is a quiet, but a
leader who excels through
focus, curiosity, and a strong

work ethic.

Mia Tisdale

Mia Tisdale excels through
her initiative, strong work eth-
ic, and willingness to support
others, and she is consistent-

mitment to RHS wherever ly helpful, responsible, and
she goes. and athletics. ositive.

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Landscape Design / Install
Landscape Maintenance
Drainage . Irrigation . Hardscape

Congratulations to all the
Teachers and Students for
having a great year!

Frappy Tummies
Pediatric Gl Clinic
G601.208.1940 [ giforhappytummies.com

601.829.1309
www.ambiancelandscape.net

Congratulations to all Students, T eachers, & [ ducators!
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Each of Richland’s Aldermen, as
well as Mayor Clay Burns, was
present at both Board Meetings on
May 5 and 19.

The Board awarded the Recre-
ation Center Parking Improve-
ments to Thornton Construc-
tion Company for $337,088; and
awarded the Richmond Pointe Sta-
bilization Project to Wilco Inc. for
erosion control related to storm-
water drainage for the contractual
price of $201,940.

The group also discussed bids
received for the Detention Pond
Rehabilitation Project to be paid
out of the General Fund.

The Board approved the FY
2026 Principal, Interest, and
Trustee Payment on the 2020
General Obligation Recre-
ational Project Bond, due
June 1, 2026, in the amount of
$305,876.85. This will be paid
from the two percent Food and
Beverage Fund.

The Group agreed to hire a
Mayor's Administrative Assis-
tant/Digital Content Specialist at
$38,000, effective May 13, 2026.

It was approved to allow Dis-
covery Christian to use Field
One at Eastside Park and for
the Ranger Cadet Program for
the 2026-27 school year, and
approved donations to Rankin
County School System for
Teacher Appreciation Week at

‘From the Richland Boardroom"
in May 2026

CITY OF

CHLAND

to serve as an MML 2026 Voting
Delegate for the City of Richland.
Alderman Matt Quick will be the
alternate.

Payment to Engineering Service
for $840 and $17,295.58 is to be
taken out of the M.U.T. Fund for
CE&I work completed and as ap-
pointed by the Board on Novem-
ber 5, 2024, for the Intersection

Special to SW Rankin News

McGee

Realty Services
601-845-8139

Buying?
Selling?
Give me a call!

2799 US Hwy 49 South, Suite A
Florence, MS 39073
McGeerealtyservices.com

Richland Air Conditioning Service Co.

Residential Commercial

Heating and Cooling JerryOI\;[UC’igldon
All Brands

24 Hour Answering Service

10-Year

601-932-5532

Fax: 601-932-5533
740 Highway 49 S. e Richland

Warranty
Available

Richland Fireman Jonathan Hannah was present-
ed his five-year service pin at the May 5 Board
Meeting. Pictured (I to r) are Hannah with Alderman
AJ Shields.

Richland Upper and Lower El-
ementary School.

At the May 19 Board Meet-
ing, the Board approved a pay
request to Hemphill Construction,
Inc. in the amount of $254,206.63,
to be paid out of the M.U.T Fund,
for work performed on the Old
Hwy 49 & Carrier Boulevard In-
tersection Improvements Project;
and authorized the LPA Official to
reimburse MDOT for $192,489.72.

Hearings are to be set for a Special
Exception for Cleary Road Drain-
age Improvements: and another
Special Exception Hearing to be set
for Matthew Dear for a Vehicle Ser-
vice Facility to be located in a Com-
mercial District site to be located
on Highway 49 South.The FY 2025
Annual Audit performed by McK-
enzie CPA, PLLC was accepted.

A resolution granting MCH
Transportation Company an Ex-
emption from Ad Valorem Taxes
was adopted.

Alderman AJ Shields was chosen

Improvements at Old Hwy 49 and
Carrier Boulevard.

Nichols Lawn and Landscape is
to be paid $1,500 from the three
percent Hotel/Motel Fund for dead
plant replacement.

The hire of Nicholas Harris and
Paul Wiltcher was approved for the
Street Department.

Born Again Roofing and Remod-
eling was chosen for the repair,
with repainting, of the Squirrel
Creek Bridge for $22,900. Two
quotes were received.

The Board approved the hiring of
two patrolmen effective May 20,
2026, and for both to attend a Law
Enforcement Training Academy in
July 2026, and an additional pa-
trolman at Level 2/Step 9.

The Board declared a 2021
Dodge Charger and a 2018 Chevy

Tahoe for sale.
/

THROWBACK THURSDAYS
59.00

TICKETS

e L Y
g i

#THROWBACKTHURSDAYS

*ALL FILMS AND/OR DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

GRANDVIEW CINEMA & IMAX
THE FORUM AT GRANDVIEW
MADISON, MS

RENAISSANCE CINEMA GRILL
RENAISSANCE AT COLONY PARK
RIDGELAND, MS

CHECK MALCO.COM OR THE MALCO APP TO VIEW THE CURRENT SCHEDULE

Mates

MARQUEE REW
EARN. REDEEM. REPI

RELAX LOVE
REC NE‘ 7 TUESDAYS
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Ryals PPD officer of the month
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Special to SW Rankin News

Sandy Palmer has served as the front desk receptionist for Pearl City Hall for almost six years.

Special to SW Rankin News

Sandy Palmer was selected as the City ~ band, Lane. Mayor Jake Windham
of Pearl Employee of the Month for  thanked her for being such a dedicat-

May. Palmer is the front desk recep- ed employee and presented her with a
Soocr , tionist at Pearl City Hall, where she has  certificate of appreciation. The Pearl
pecial to SW Rankin News . .
worked for almost six years. Chamber presented her with a $100
The Pearl Police Department (PPD) Officer of the Month is Matthew Ryals. He graduated from the Palmer directs all phone calls and as- Sam's Club gift card, a gift bag, t-shirt

Mississippi Law Enforcement Officers Training Academy in 2024 and worked for the Flowood Police : g : : 5
Department before coming to work at the Pearl Police Department in 2025. According to Police Chief sists those that are Visiting Clty Hall. and Jewelry from Boudreaux’s. The

Nick McLendon, Officer Ryals has quickly made his mark at PPD by his unwavering dedication and | She is also responsible for scheduling  Pearl Municipal Federal Credit Union
professionalism. He recently responded to a call along with Pearl Fire Department and immediately all of the events in the Pearl Community donated a $25 Visa gift card, and Rev-

sensed that there was a much bigger issue going on in the dwelling. Through keen observation, at- _
tention to detail, and steadfast commitment to the mission, Officer Ryals’ actions ultimately led to the Room. . . . ell. Ace Hardware-Pearl donated a
discovery of what is believed to be a labor trafficking operation. Palmer lives in Pearl with her hus-  stainless steel tumbler.

A[(c  DIRECTORY

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

Pearl News
Crossgates Tewelers, Inc. T”CKK;)&EXV}%D FLORENCE

Tammy & Gerald Frazier

Advertise with Us!
(601)939-9313 401 Cross Park Drive Ver ’ S e W’ S i
Watch & Jewelry Repair Suite A
Custom Design Pearl, MS 39208 Please contact Clay Mansell at (601) 397-4442.

BLAIR’S ENTERPRISES LLC
P LU
Call: 601-827-7483
601-832-8791

KANGAROO CROSSING MARATHON JELLYSTONE PARK
350 HWY 43 SOUTH 613 Us-80 143 CAMPGROUND ROARD
PELAHATCHIE, MS PELAHATCHIE, MS PELAHATCHIE, MS




14 Pearl News T“LCRICEEXED FLORENCE / Your Community. Your News. Your Paper. June 2026

Pearl’s Top Cop is Kyle Camardelle Perfect Standard Time

By Guest Columnist Becky Brown

Verse One
It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons so
Just trust me for I know
you can't expect to see
the purpose that would be
for tomorrow but I see
the view from the wilderness
can be a picture of hopelessness
the signs of the times
can be so frightening
A painful plan unfolding
When waiting is worse than knowing
Contentment is found in
walking and letting me lead

Verse Two
You will never be alone
You'll be at home
wherever you go
I've already come
And no place is too far
That I can't be where you are
Just look around you
oS I'm right there in your heart

el ot Tinie The loneliness fear and hurt
There's grace to help in time of need Disappear with a prayer yet heard

On Perfect Standard Time The strength of My Word

Your times are in“My hands Will be your portion

I'm a stronghold in times’of trouble ; One day you will sing 4
I will never let you down victory song of remembering
Watching and waiting

Special to SW Rankin News Long ago I planned for you to be : . 4
B child oE Mike walking and working and worship
Each year, law enforcement agencies from across the state come together for a special luncheon to 3 (Repeat Chorus)
honor those who have gone above and beyond in their service. This year, in addition to naming Mar- on Perfect Standard Time

shal Steen (right) the 2026 Top Cop, the 20th Circuit Court District Attorney's Office nominated Chief
of Investigations for the Pearl Police Department, Kyle Camardelle (left), as their Top Cop for 2026.

YOU THINK
YOU KNOW

THINK AGAIN

HINDS IS
MORE THAN
YOU KNOW!

SCAN HERE TO
LEARN MORE.

I
HINDS

1-800-HINDSCC
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal

°
education and jties and duesnnt imi the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture h I n d s c c e d u
of diversity, equity, and |m:|u5|nnfnr ploy: ively learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EOC Compliance: Office of Human Resources, P.0. Box 1100, Raymond, MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3396 °

or Email: EEOC@Hindscc.edu Title IX: Office nfswdentSerwces Title IX Coordinator, P.0. Box 1100, Raymond, MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3585 or Email: TitlelX@hindscc.edu.
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Mississippi Spay and Neuter holds The Blg F|x event in April

Special to SW Rankin News

Mississippi  Spay and Neuter on
Highway 49 South in Richland recent-
ly hosted “The Big Fix 3-Day Spay
and Neuter Blitz,” a large-scale effort
aimed at reducing pet overpopulation
across Central Mississippi. The event
was funded by the Banfield Founda-
tion and co-hosted by the Mississip-
pi Animal Rescue League, where the
mobile spay-and-neuter units provid-
ed by the Humane Society of Tulsa
were stationed.

Held April 9, 10, and 11, the event re-
sulted in three hundred seventy-three
cats and dogs being spayed and neu-
tered in just three days. The surger-
ies included two hundred and twelve
cats and one hundred sixty-one dogs,
providing affordable services to pet
owners throughout the community.

Months of planning and coordina-
tion went into making the event pos-
sible. Sharon Garner, executive direc-
tor of Mississippi Spay and Neuter,
worked closely with Lacey Frame,
RVT, Community and Field Clinic
Programs Manager with the Banfield
Foundation, to organize the project,

* mnant
[ETERIARY vm N\

The “Big Fix 3-Day Spay and Neuter Blitz” was a large-scale effort aimed at reducing pet overpopu-

lation across Central Mississippi.

The April event resulted in three hundred seventy-three cats and dogs being spayed and neutered in
Just three days. The surgeries included two hundred and twelve cats and one hundred sixty-one dogs,
providing affordable services to pet owners throughout the community.

alongside multiple partner organiza-
tions, veterinarians, volunteers and
support staff.

The community response highlight-
ed the tremendous need for affordable
spay and neuter services in Mississip-
pi. Within just three hours of posting
about the event on Facebook, Mis-
sissippi Spay and Neuter's post had
reached more than 50,000 views (at
press time, view counts were over
275,000). The biggest surprise was
that, in just a few days, Mississippi
Spay and Neuter received more than
twelve hundred contacts from pet
owners seeking appointments and
assistance.

otos special to SW Rankin News

“This event showed just how great
the need is for affordable spay and
neuter services in Mississippi,” said
Garner. “The response from the com-
munity was overwhelming, and we
are incredibly thankful to everyone
who helped make this happen.”

Spay and neuter programs help re-
duce unwanted litters, lower shel-
ter intake numbers, and improve the
overall health and quality of life for
pets throughout the region. To donate,
visit https://givebutter.com/msspan.
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ICHLAND
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Please contact Clay Mansell at (601) 397-4442.
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SCHOOL-AGE
CHILDREN HAS A

XEAX,

The majority of these problems
have no easy-to-detect symptoms.

EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000

815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone: (601) 924-4444
Fax: (601) 924-4100

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey 655 Highway 49, Suite M
Optometrist
Cell: (601) 613-3173

Richland, MS 39218
Phone: (601) 932-3727
Fax: (601) 932-3728

NEW - Manage Your Cards With CardHub !
Free Checking

Free Mobile Banking
Free Mobile Deposit
Home Mortgage Loans

\ / Auto & Personal Loans

RivertrustFCU.com - Phone: 601.664.2085

~_ _
Rivertrust

Federal Credit Union

Serving Pearl and Rankin County for more than 30 years.

ANDY EATON
INSURANGE AGENCY

Home & Auto Insurance

Office: 3170 Hwy 80 E
Pearl, MS 39208
Contact: (601) 939-0102

Fax: (601) 936-9515
Aeaton9300@aol.com
Hours: Monday - Friday
8:30AM - 5:00PM
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Rotary Club of South Rankin awards
scholarships to SW Rankin students

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Kenzie Hearn was honored as the Florence High School Star Student. Pictured Madison Fortenberry was honored as the Richland

(I to r) are: Eddie Grimes, The Rotary’s Executive Secretary; Hearn; and Bradley High School STAR Student. Pictured (I to r) are:

Bianca, Rotary Club of South Rankin President. Eddie Grimes, The Rotary’s Executive Secretary
and Fortenberry.

Auto + Home = Big
Savings! Get a quote
today.

Rachel Crane

99 Westside Cv.

Pearl, MS 39208

rcrane@alfains.com

ALFEA| Office: (601) 992-5558 « Cell: (601) 398-8212
iNnsuraNcE]  Alfalnsurance.com/rachelcrane

George Merrill celebrates
27 years at Walmart

‘,‘ c()\<'//ﬁN5 A
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Special to SW Rankin News

George Merrill, Assistant Pharmacy Manager at Walmart Rich-
land, recently celebrated twenty-seven years with Walmart.
Twelve years were spent at Walmart Ridgeland and fifteen years
at Walmart Richland.




June 2026

3

Pearl News MCRIC}}IE&\ED FLORENCE / Your Community. Your News. Your Paper. 17

"4

Laster named new DCS principal

Special to SW Rankin News

Ryan Laster became the new principal of Discovery Christian School in May. School officials say Laster

will lead with his broad background and experience in educational leadership.

Spring Lake Garden Club
learns about composting

Special to SW Rankin News

Spring Lake Garden
Club had their final meet-
ing of the year on May
14. The new year starts in
September.

Matt Casteel gave a very
informative talk on com-
posting. He has a local
business called WuRM
WoRKS. If anyone is in-
terested in finding out
more information about

da Vernamonti with is shown with Matt
Casteel, the May guest speaker.

composting, you can find
him every Saturday morning
at the Farmer’s Market off
High Street with some of his
products.

Special to SW Rankin News

Ryan Laster has been named the new
principal of Discovery Christian School
(DCS). He joined the school communi-
ty beginning in May. School officials
say, with his broad background and ex-
perience in educational leadership, he
will be combining the responsibilities

graduate of South Panola High School.
He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Delta State University in 2004 and a
Master of Education from Delta State
in 2005. In 2015, he completed the
MALIS Leadership Institute.

Laster and his wife of twenty years,
Misty, have one son, Taylor, who is
currently a college student. His favorite

Although this was the last
meeting of the club for the
calendar year, members are
still out and about all around
Pearl tending to flower beds
and other various projects.
Those interested in joining

of two current principal roles into a
single position under his direction.

Laster is a native of Batesville and a =~ — Benjamin Franklin

quote is, “Either write something worth
reading, or do something worth writing.”

Photos special to SW Rankin News

the Springlake Garden Club
are encouraged to contact a
club member.

Pictured (I to r) are Janette Brewer, Sandra Gilbert and
Sissie Haynie, who served refreshments with a patriot-
ic theme at the May meeting.

gﬁ_;; PUBLIC NOTICE-FORMER PEARL PUBLIC SCHOOL
— DISTRICT STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED SPECIAL
EDUCATION AND THEIR PARENTS

The Peal Public School District will destroy
selected records pertaining to special edu-
cation beginning July 31, 2026. These records pertain to
students who were eligible for Special Services and exited
(due to graduation, moving, refusal of services, testing out,
etc.) during the 2020-2021 school year.

Parents and students may need these records in the fu-
ture for other purposes, i.e., social security benefits, Voca-
tional Rehabilitation eligibility purposes, etc.

These records are available until June 30, 2026 (one
month prior to the above destruction date) to parents of
students eighteen (18) years of age or older with proper
identification. Call (601-932-7965) if you are interested in
obtaining these records, if you are not sure if you or your
child received services during this time period, please call
and we can help you with this information.

PUBLIC NOTICE-IDEA PART B APPLICATION

- The Pearl Public School District is apply-
= /—=C ing for federal funding under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
Park B for the 2026-2027 school year. This
includes funding for services to students
with disabilities ages 3-21.

The proposed budget will be available for public review
and comment from 06/08/2026-06/19/2026 at

3375 HWY 80 East, Pearl, MS 39028.

A meeting will be held in the Pearl Public School District
Central Office Boardroom on June 8, 2026 at 5:30 PM.

Parents of children with disabilities, individuals with dis-
abilities, and the public are invited to review the applica-
tion and provide comments. For more information or to
submit feedback, please contact:

Ashley Chism, Special Services Director
Email: achism@pearlk12.com
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By Guest Columnist
Shea Thames, Richland
Senior Services Director

The Richland Senior
Center recently welcomed
a wonderful gathering
Specialto of ladies for our annual
SWRankin News Mother’s Day Luncheon
held at the Richland Com-
munity Center, the perfect setting for an
afternoon centered around encourage-
ment and celebration.
As guests entered the Richland Com-

Richland Seniors celebrate Annual Mother’s Day Luncheon

speaker Leslie Gipson, who shared
heartfelt stories, humor and reflections
that resonated deeply with everyone in
the room. Her warm and uplifting mes-
sage encouraged guests to appreciate the
importance of family, friendship, faith
and the lasting influence mothers and
women continue to have within their
homes and communities.

The fun continued as guests proudly par-
ticipated in the center’s cherished hat tra-
dition, one of the luncheon’s most antici-
A pated moments each year. This year, three
Photos special to SW Rankin News  special Hat Awards were presented. The

munity Center, they were greeted with  pictured (I to r) celebrating Mother’s Day at the Richland Senior Center are Mayor Clay Burns, Amy  Speaker’s Choice Award was presented
bubbly spritzers served by Supervisor Sid ~ Matthews, Commissioner of Agriculture Andy Gipson, Mrs. Leslie Gipson, Representative Lance  to Ann Reis, the Sponsors’ Choice Award

Scarbrough and Representative Lance
Varner. After a few sips, smiles and laughs
shared among friends, guests were invited
to capture special memories with Kaylina
Hill Photography at one of two beautiful
photo backdrops.

Upon entering the luncheon room, guests
were welcomed by stunning table décor
featuring elegant blue, white and yellow
chinoiserie-inspired centerpieces hand-
crafted by Activities Coordinator Amy
Matthews and participants from The Rich-
land Senior Center’s watercolor class.

Guests then enjoyed a delicious meal

A
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Varner, Director Shea Thames, Supervisor Sid Scarbrough and Richland Alderman Beth Sanford. was awarded to Ms. Jewel, and The Rich-

land Senior Center Choice Award was
presented to Linda Young.

The Richland Senior Center extends
sincere appreciation to Covenant Care-
givers, Pax Hospice, Chancellor Fu-
neral Home, Mama’s Kitchen, Kaylina
Hill Photography, Supervisor Sid Scar-
brough, Representative Lance Varner,
and the City of Richland for their spon-
sorship and contributions to the event.

The annual Mother’s Day Luncheon
continues to be one of the center’s most
anticipated traditions, bringing together

e ne s NI i

prepared by Mama’s Kitchen, followed
by gourmet cupcakes from Ramey’s.
A highlight of the luncheon was guest  Cade Brown and Mike Davis.

Pictured (I to r) attending the Annual Mother’s Day Luncheon in Richland are Representative Lance
Varner, Amy Matthews, Director Shea Thames, Jennifer King, Teri Roddy, Supervisor Sid Scarbrough,

generations of women for an afternoon
filled with laughter, meaningful conver-
sation and treasured memories.

Self-Storage

Brand New Facility
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Safewatch Self Storage

d B&G Auto Sales

Online Rentals available: safewatchselfstorage.com
Climate Controlled Facility
50% off for the first 3 months
Discounts available for:
Seniors, Military, First Responders, and Students
Additional 5% for mentioning this Ad!

183 CountryPlace Parkway
Pearl, MS 39208
I-20 and Airport Rd. in Pearl

SafeWatch

Advice You
Can Trust

/~\ Benjamin Moore*

® Benjamin Moore  ®

PEARL CLINTON BYRAM
2509 Hwy 80 East 730 Clinton Parkway 5726 Terry Road
Pearl, MS 39208 Clinton, MS 39056 Byram, MS 39272

(601) 939-2861 (601) 924-4510 (601) 371-8429

RESERVOIR
1919 Spillway Road
Brandon, MS 39047
(601) 724-8999

NORTH -JACKSON MADISON
5060 B I-55 North 952 US-51
Jackson, MS 39211 Madison, MS 39110
(601) 812-1400 (601) 856-5555

601-374-6839

safewatchselfstorage.com

RICHLAND/FLORENCE BRANDON
1899 Hwy 49 South : 204 East Government St.
Florence, MS 39073 Brandon, MS 39042
(601) 932-2690 (601) 724-4700

Visit a Revell Ace Hardware Near You!



