
 On Thursday, April 8 at 3 p.m., the 
Mississippi Main Street Association 
(MMSA) designated the City of Pearl as 
an official Mississippi Main Street com-
munity. 
 "The City of Pearl is very proud to be 
a new member of the Mississippi Main 
Street Association," said Jake Wind-
ham, Mayor of the City of Pearl. "I be-
lieve this organization will help provide 
great opportunities for our city and at 
the same time help build civic pride aes-
thetically throughout the community."
 "The City of Pearl’s commitment to its 
people, history, and growth is evident 
by their decision to join the Mississippi 
Main Street Association," said Steven 
Dick, MMSA Board President. "The 
MMSA team looks forward to working 
with Pearl Main Street to develop a plan 
for future growth, preservation, and 
economic vitality."  
 Speakers at the designation included 
Mayor of Pearl Jake Windham; MMSA 

Board President and Economic Devel-
opment Manager for Mississippi Power 
Steven Dick, Director of Asset Devel-
opment Division, Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority Chance McDavid, 
Mississippi State Senator for District 30 
Dean Kirby, and MMSA State Coordi-
nator Thomas Gregory.
 Ruth Gullette will direct the Pearl 
Main Street program.

 

 "As the director for Main Street Pearl, 
I am most excited about the historic 
preservation aspect of our future trans-
formation," said Ruth Gullette, Director 
of Main Street Pearl. "I know the ex-
perts from Mississippi Main Street As-
sociation will be able to guide us in a 
way that will help revitalize an area that 

was once considered the 'Heart of Pearl,' 
while stimulating our economy and pre-
serving our history."
 The mission of the Mississippi Main 
Street Association is to be a catalyst for 
the preservation and economic revital-
ization of Mississippi’s historic down-
towns and districts.
 The Mississippi Main Street Associ-
ation provides visionary leadership to 
Mississippi’s most storied places. They 
foster economic and community devel-
opment through strategies that promote 
community engagement, pride of place, 
and quality design to achieve long-term 
economic growth. MMSA empowers 
Mississippi’s local Main Street leaders 
to create vibrant places and thriving 
economies by implementing the Main 
Street Approach - organization, design, 
promotion, and economic vitality.
 Since 1993, MMSA has provided more 
than $5 billion in public and private 
re-investment back into Main Street 
communities. For more information, 
visit www.msmainstreet.com.

Pearl designated "Mississippi Main Street Community"
Special to The Pearl News

 The National Beta Club is the largest 
independent, non-profit, educational 
youth organization in America. For 
more than eighty years, it has pre-
pared today's students to be tomor-
row's leaders. Their mission statement 
is, "To promote the ideals of academic 
achievement (recognizing and honor-
ing high academic achievement), char-
acter (preparing young people for life 
and empowering them to be success-
ful), service (demonstrating their mot-
to: "Let Us Lead by Serving Others") 
and leadership (Developing the lead-
ers of tomorrow) among elementary 
and secondary school students."
 Beta's mission originated with Dr. 
John W. Harris, a professor at Wofford 
College in Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina, who founded the organization in 

1934. Over eighty years have passed, 
but his vision and Beta's mission has 
remained the same.
 At Pearl Junior High School (PJHS), 
students must maintain a ninety or 
above grade point average in each sub-
ject area to gain membership within 
the club. Brian Quick, a Pearl Public 
School District employee and teacher 
of technology, is the PJHS Beta Spon-
sor.  
 It all started six years ago, when 
Quick began his employment with 
PJHS. About midway through that 
year, he was asked if he would be in-
terested in rejuvenating the school's 
Beta chapter, and he accepted.
 Quick’s hard work and dedication 
since then, have not gone unnoticed by 
the students he mentors through this 
unique organization. In fact, As a re-
sult of a recent request made by The 

National Beta Club via social media, 
his students were given an opportuni-
ty to express their gratitude. The re-
quest was for Beta Clubs throughout 
the U.S. to recognize their sponsor in 
a special way during National Sponsor 
Appreciation Week.  
 Quick was the only sponsor from 
Mississippi who received recognition. 
He says that the recognition is simply 
confirmation that his work is making 
a difference. "The biggest significance 
to me was having a student who recog-
nizes the work I pour into them.  To me 
it was a way to show their appreciation 
for the work I do."

PJHS Beta Club sponsor featured by national organization
Special to The Pearl News

Special to The Pearl News

Pearl Junior High School (PJHS) Beta Club spon-
sor Brian Quick was recently featured by the 
National Beta Club. A PJHS Beta Club member 
nominated Quick and described him as “putting 
his heart and soul into everything he does for the 
Beta Club and Pearl Junior High School.”

Special to The Pearl News

See page 5 for full story 
and photo spread.

Mayor Jake Windham
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 By popular demand, Richland Parks 
and Recreation Department (Richland 
Parks & Rec) and Richland Economic 
Development Association (REDA) are 
co-hosting the first annual Backyard 
BBQ competition. It is a non-sanctioned 
event, therefore the only requirement to 
participate is the love of barbeque and a 
desire to compete. 
 Scheduled for Saturday, April 24, the 
gates at the soccer fields parking lot (lo-
cated at 410 East Harper Street) will be 
open for competitors/barbecue teams 
starting at 2 a.m. 
 Entry is free to those interested in par-
ticipating as ticket-holders for the Peo-
ple’s Choice competition, or who simply 
want to partake in some delicious local 
barbeque. Ticket-holders are encouraged 
to arrive between 11 a.m. and 12 p.m.
 This year there will be three different 
meat prep competitions: chicken, ribs 

and pork butts. Chicken entries must be 
submitted by 12 p.m.; ribs entries may 
be submitted by 1 p.m.; and pork butts 
submissions are due by 2 p.m. Judging 
results will be announced at 3:30 p.m. 
Cash awards will be determined by the 
number of entries...the higher the num-
ber of entries, the larger the cash prize 
for the winners. 

 There will also be a "Peoples Choice" 
event where teams present their barbe-
que of choice, event ticket-holders may 
sample the entries and submit tickets for 
their top barbeque pick.
 The Richland Parks and Rec Depart-
ment are still accepting team applica-
tions. There is no deadline for submit-
ting an application, and all are welcome 

to apply. Teams are required to bring 
their own meat, and their own cooking 
station. The following items will be pro-
vided: turn-in boxes for the judges, and 
the tasting cups for the People’s Choice 
competition. 
 The cost to participate as a team is 
$125 ($25 of which is a refundable gar-
bage deposit, once the team’s cooking 
area has been cleaned of all trash and 
debris). There is no deadline for entry 
fees. Teams may enter one or all compe-
titions. Cash awards will be determined 
by the number of entries, with the excep-
tion of the Peoples Choice Award, where 
the amount is set at $300. 
 To register as a team, applications are 
available for pick up at the Richland 
Parks & Recreation Department, cur-
rently located at the Richland Commu-
nity Center 410 East Harper Street. Con-
tact Tammy Morgan with the Richland 
Parks & Recreation Department for fur-
ther details, at 601-487-9989.

Special to The Richland News
Richland to host first annual Backyard BBQ competition

RHS’s Knippers appointed to key leadership position
 DECA Inc., formerly Distributive 
Education Clubs of America, prepares 
emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for 
careers in marketing, finance, hospitali-
ty and management in high schools and 
colleges around the globe. More than 
200,000 members globally join DECA 
on an annual basis. Student, advisor, 
alumni and professional members join 
through the local chapters. 
 Richland High School’s very own 
Chloe Knippers is the newly-elect-
ed, Mississippi DECA Vice-President 
of Leadership. She was also recent-
ly awarded second place by DECA in 
Human Resources Management at the 
State Career Development Conference. 
The award officially acknowledges 
Knippers has demonstrated knowledge 
and skills essential for a successful ca-
reer in marketing, finance, hospitality 

and management. 
 DECA enhances the preparation for 
college and careers by providing co-cur-

ricular programs that integrate into 
classroom instruction, applying learn-
ing in the context of business, connect-

ing to business and the community and 
promoting competition. Their student 
members leverage their DECA experi-
ence to become academically prepared, 
community oriented, professionally re-
sponsible, and experienced leaders.
 DECA's Comprehensive Learning 
Program integrates into classroom in-
struction by providing authentic ex-
periential learning methods to prepare 
members for college and careers.
 DECA members put their knowl-
edge into action through rigorous proj-
ect-based activities that require creative 
solutions with practical outcomes.
 Partnerships with businesses at lo-
cal and broader levels provide DECA 
members realistic insight into indus-
try and promote meaningful, relevant 
learning. 
 As in the global economy, a spark of 
competition drives DECA members to 
excel and improve their performance.

By Alexa Haik

Special to The Richland News
Chloe Knippers

Special to The Richland News
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 Since childhood, Coach Stanley Dixon 
has had a love for sports. Playing for a 
state championship team under the lead-
ership of Coach Luther Riley as a youth, 
is part of what drives him to pay-it-for-
ward. The Mississippi Angels are part of 
the competitive basketball league Dixon 
helped found in April of 2016 in the Star/
Florence communities. 
 An Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) 
club team, the Angels themselves were 
founded in 2020, and are currently des-
ignated as 17U AAU. This means girls 
ages fifteen through seventeen years old 
are eligible to join. Also, as an AAU 
member, the team is allowed to perform 
in tournaments and hone their skills. It 
also allows valuable opportunities to po-
tentially be picked up at the college level 
of sports. For many of these girls, that 
is their dream, and Dixon wants to make 
their dream a reality.
 This month, in an effort to bolster the 
teams’ efforts, a “Sell a Day” fund-raiser 
is being held by the Mississippi Angels 

in hopes of defraying the travel costs 
associated with attending tournaments 
throughout the southeast region of the 
U.S. Each player has been asked to "sell 
thirty days in April." The cost of the day 
is based on the date amount (example: 
contributors may purchase April 15 for 
$15).  
 The tournament line-up for the Mis-
sissippi Angels, beginning in Spring 

2021 is: the 
I c e b r e a k e r 
Tournament 
held March 
27 through 28 
in Gulfport; 
the Spring 
Break Beach 
Bash Tour-
nament to be 
held April 17 
through the 18 
in Pensacola, 
Florida; the 
Georgia Tar-
heel South-
ern, which 
runs July 9 

through 11 in Marietta, Georgia and fi-
nally, the Big Time Hoops D2,D3, JUCO 
AND NAIA Showcase to be held July 30 
through August 1 in Abilene, Texas.
 Some of the local talent to be featured 
during the tournaments are: Florence’s 
Faith Quick, who is a 5'4 point guard 
that’s rank twenty-three of thirty in Top 
prospects in Mississippi of the class 

2024; Magee’s Lashaunte Payne who is 
a 5’9 combo guard, who already has sev-
eral JUCO and D2 colleges looking at 
her, including Co-Lin and Southern Ar-
kansas University; as well as Florence’s 
Lizzy Mayne, who is a 6’0 center, aver-
aging ten points, ten rebounds a game 
as a junior and who is interested in Mis-
sissippi College and other Mississippi 
junior colleges to pursue her basketball 
career.  
 Anyone inspired to make donations, 
large or small, may use either the "Sell 
a day" format, or choose their own 
amount. Donations may be made to the 
Mississippi Angels, via PayPal, to the 
account name (mississippiangels2021@
gmail.com).
 When asked what happens if the team 
is unable to meet their financial goals, 
Coach Dixon, true to his nature, does 
not hesitate in his response, "we will 
do it anyway," as nothing will stop him 
from striving toward his two-fold goal 
of: passing on his love of the sport to his 
players, and providing opportunities for 
talented youth to compete nationally.

Mississippi Angels team holds April fund-raiser

 As of  March 3, 2021, the Florence 
Police Department (Florence PD) has 
joined many others on social media 
platforms by creating their own Face-
book page. The idea sprang from the 
combined efforts of  Captain Justin Ho-
lifield and Lieutenant Tim Gardner of 
the Florence PD. Captain Holifield ex-
plains that they were interested in cre-
ating an online presence "to be an infor-
mation source, because a lot of folks go 
to social media to gain information."
 They pitched the idea to Police Chief 
Dan McLendon, who gave his stamp of 
approval. The main purpose of this new 
online resource is to get information out 
to public in a fast, efficient manner. In-
formation will range from social events 
scheduled in the Florence communi-

ty, to providing a local 
crime-stoppers platform.
 One of the more recent 
posts provides informa-
tion about the partnership 
between Florence PD and 
the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Agency for "Nation-
al Take Back," a program 
that facilitates the dispos-
al of unused or expired 
prescription drugs at a 
specified location in the 
community. 
 They are also focused 
on providing accurate in-
formation about criminal 
activity within the com-
munity. Holifield explains 
that this resource would 
have proven helpful as 

recently as last summer, "we had an in-
cident where it was a mile pursuit and 
suspects fled on foot, there were three 
of them, and they were armed...and they 
actually went off behind Jerry’s [Cat-
fish House] and we saw a lot of stuff on 
social media, bad disinformation, so we 
wished we had a way to say 'hey look, 
we are in this area and we are looking 
for individuals who are possibly armed 
and dangerous.'"
 Although their Facebook page will be 
a platform to share information, Flor-
ence PD wants to direct any comments, 
complaintsor concerns to the police 
department directly by phone at 601-
845-7508. This is to ensure a timely re-
sponse.
 Visit Florence MS Police Department 
on Facebook to catch up on their latest 
news and announcements.

Special to The Florence News

Florence Police Department joins Facebook

Special to The Florence News

Special to The Florence News

Special to The Florence News
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 Richland Economic Development 
Association (REDA) is currently ac-
cepting vendor applications for "The 
Market on Town Square" event slated 
for Saturday, May 1. The deadline for 
vendor applications is Friday, April 23, 
or until all booths are claimed. There is 
space for eighty booths, at a cost of $50 
per booth. 
 The venue will be open for set-up 7 
a.m., with the market opening to the 
public at 10 a.m.
 No electrical hook-ups will be avail-
able on-site; vendors who require elec-
tricity may use muffled generators.

 Merchandise that has proved popular 
in the past include: hand made jewelry, 
clothes, wood crafts, wreaths, as well 
as wooden furniture. 
 Prohibited sales items include: any 
type of weapon, knives or any item 
promoting violence or is harmful to 
others and no vendor shall sell/or ex-
hibit any item that would be in moral 
distaste to any person.
 Parking spaces will be available for 
vendors next to the Richland Senior 
Center at Eastside.
 Vendor applications are available by 
contacting Special Event Coordinator 
Barbara Adams at 601-420-3402 or 
bcadams@richlandms.com.

Special to SW Rankin News

Calling all vendors: "The Market on 
Town Square" accepting applications

Special to SW Rankin NewsSpecial to SW Rankin News

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI
renaissance at colony park

Experience an open-air, one-of-a-kind weekend 
featuring the Ridgeland Fine Arts Festival, 

Santé South Sampling Palates, Run Now Wine Later 5K 
and the Natchez Trace Century Ride.

april 30-
may 2

2021

ArtWineAndWheels.com + Facebook.com/ArtWineAndWheels

FPD looking for a few good men

 Three openings for patrol officers are 
currently available with the Florence Po-
lice Department (Florence PD). While 
applicants don't need to live in Florence, 
they must interview with Police Chief 
Richard Thomas as well as pass a back-
ground check. In addition, they must be 
already certified law enforcement offi-
cers in the state of Mississippi and be 
age twenty-one or older. The open posi-
tions are full-time, night-shift positions 
and include a full benefits package.
 The Florence PD, led by Chief Thom-
as, is dedicated to protecting the citizens 
who reside, visit, or pass through the 
Florence community. The department 

is dedicated to local youth, and has of-
ficers trained to teach D.A.R.E. (Drug 
Awareness Resistance Education) in the 
local schools. 
 Interested parties may download a 
copy of an employment application
on the City of Florence's website, 
www.cityofflorencems.com/job-open-
ings. Scheduling an interview is rec-
ommended but not required. Bring a 
completed application by the Florence 
Police Department and if Police Chief 
Thomas is available he will interview 
on site. 
 The Florence PD is located at 203 
College St., Florence, MS 39073. For 
more information contact the FPD at 
601-845-7508.

Special to SW Rankin News
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REDA hosting The Market on Town Square

 The Market on Town Square will be 
held Saturday, May 1, from 10 a.m. un-
til 4 p.m. According to Richland’s Spe-
cial Event Coordinator, Barbara Adams, 
"we wanted to hold a vendor event as 
a stand-alone event like our 
Totally Local Christmas Mar-
ket in the Spring, to promote 
local businesses and others." 
Residents of all ages are en-
couraged to attend. There is 
no cost for attendance. 
 Richland Economic Devel-
opment Associ-
ation (REDA) is 
partnering with 
the City of Rich-
land to sponsor 
the event. 
 There will be 
shopping, food, as well as kid-friendly 
activities, i.e., games and inflatables. 
Food vendors on-site will include: 
Mazzio's Pizza, Tom's Fried Pies, 
Quinn's Food Truck and A Teacher's 
Hobby Lemonade and sweet and salty 
treats. No alcoholic beverages are al-
lowed during the event.
 Also included in the day’s events will 

be a Richland Exchange Club Pancake 
Breakfast. Beginning at 7 a.m. on the 
first, the breakfast will be located at the 
Gazebo on Scarbrough Street. The pan-
cakes will be served until noon on Sat-
urday. Tickets for the breakfast are $5 
and may be purchased at the Richland 

Police Department, Richland 
Community Center or the 
Richland Senior Center; for 
more information about the 
breakfast, contact Randall 
Walters at 601-899-2193.
Regarding social distancing 
protocol, masks are encour-

aged but not re-
quired, and the 
vendor booths 
will be bigger this 
year (12x12) with 
six feet of space 

required between 
each booth.
 Parking will be available at Richland 
City Hall, and marked areas at the Se-
nior Center, Lower Elementary, The 
Richland Library, and other locations 
around the square.
 For vendor information, call Barba-
ra Adams 601-420-3402 or message 
REDA on Facebook.

Special to SW Rankin News
Helicopter pilot speaks to Florentine Club

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Mary Alice Hydrick, Jeannie Pittman, Jessie Buckley and Betty Harpe; 
middle row:  Judy Webb, C.J. Applewhite, guest speaker Abby Braman, Club President Dianne Roberts, 
Kathy Hilton and Debi Gibson; and back row:  Carol Cliburn and Dee Payne.

 Members of the GFWC-MFWC Flo-
rentine Club of Florence met at the home 
of Kathy Hilton on March 12, 2021. The 
guest speaker for the meeting was Abby 
Braman. Braman shared with the club 
about her military service and experi-

ences as one of the few female helicop-
ter pilots. Braman and her family moved 
to Mississippi where Brannan formed 
"Pearl Riverkeeper," which is a citizen 
based non-profit organization dedicated 
to improving the Pearl River watershed 
through restoration, advocacy and educa-
tion.

Special to SW Rankin News

Images special to SW Rankin News
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PCC celebrates early spring in style

 On Saturday, April 24, the Pearl Cham-
ber of Commerce (PCC) will host the 
eighth annual "Girls Night Out" fash-
ion show. The show is being held once 
again at the Muse Center, located on the 
Rankin Campus of Hinds Community 
College in Pearl.
 Starting at 4 p.m. on Saturday, seven 
boutiques will open for shopping. There 
will be clothing, shoes, and accessories 
available for purchase, all from local 
Rankin County businesses and all mem-
bers of the Chamber.
 Catering this year will be provided by 
The Blue Feather and will feature heavy 
hor d’oeuvres.
 The Fashion Show will follow at 6 
p.m. and typically runs about an hour. 
The show models are all local beauties, 
including volunteers, family members, 
as well as girls from Pearl High School. 
Each boutique will feature eight to ten 
models.
 That evening, red carpet photos will be 
taken, swag bags distributed, and door 

prizes awarded.
 Masks are required to shop, however, 
they may be removed for pictures and 
once all are seated for the show.
 The Chamber will have tickets for sale 
the day of the event. This year, a total 
of three hundred tickets will be sold. 
Tickets are $25 per person or $200 for 
a reserved table (of six). Tickets may 
be purchased at PCC or any participat-
ing retailers. For more information, call 
601-939-3338.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Florence Church of Christ
P.O. Box 277, 220 White Street, Florence, Ms 39073

Visitors are always welcome!

   
By J.T. Morgan

 One truth that the Bible unquestionably reveals to us is that we 
serve a giving God. James declared, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” (James 1:17). The 
golden text of the Bible (Jhn.3:16), says that “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son…”. We serve not only a living God, but a 
giving God as well.
   Paul wrote, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23). Notice that Paul uses 
the word “wages” in reference to “eternal death”. Death means 
“separation”. Physically it is the separation of the soul from the body. 
(James 2:26). Spiritually it is the separation of a soul from God eternally. 
(2 Thess.1:9; Matt.25:46; Rev. 14:11; 20:10; 21:8). 
   In Romans 6:23, Paul implies that “eternal” death is a thing which is 
earned (wages), whereas, “eternal life” is a gift and is not earned by 
meritorious works of men. It will be freely bestowed upon those whom 
God has found obedient and faithful.
   Eternal life and salvation are not synonymous with salvation. They are 
not one and the same thing. Salvation is a condition of one who has 
complied with the prerequisites for the forgiveness of sins that God has 
given. Even this is not earned. (Eph.2:8-9). We only demonstrate our 
desire to God for Him to save us by obeying simple commandments He 
has given for man. (Rom.10:17; Heb.11:6; Acts 17:30-31; Rom. 10:9-10; 
Mk.16:16; Acts 22:16).
   There are two parts to salvation: God’s part is grace (unmerited, 
underserved favor) and man’s part is obedience to the 
commandments of God. “Eternal life” is a gift, or reward rendered after 
one has lived a successful Christian life unto death. (Rev.2:10). One can 
only receive this gift after the Judgment. (Matt.25:46; Rom.2:6-7). We 
have eternal life now only as a promise. (1 Jhn.2:25). It will not be ours 
until the “world (age) to come”. (Mk.10:30). 
   A failure to make the distinction between salvation and eternal life has 
led many to the false conclusion that we cannot know if we are saved. 
Salvation can be ours now if we obey the conditions which God has 
given. (Mk.16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 16:30-34). However, we can fall from 
this saved relationship and be lost. (Gal.5:4; 2 Pet.1:10; Rev.2:5). Then 
we shall forfeit our reward of eternal life. (Rev.3:3-5).
   Eternal life has been the quest and the hope of men from the beginning 
of time. It can be yours as a gift from God if you live life victoriously as a 
Christian. (2 Tim.4:6-8; James 1:12; Rev.2:10). If you have not begun to 
prepare to receive God’s great gift of eternal life, do it now!

Eternal Life: A Gi� From God Florence Public Library announces April activities

 Each year, during the second full week 
of April, libraries across the nation cel-
ebrate National Library Week. The pur-
pose of the celebration is to highlight the 
valuable role libraries, librarians, and 
library workers 
play in trans-
forming lives 
and strength-
ening commu-
nities. In keep-
ing with this 
national event, 
Florence Public 
Library has chosen Mississippi authors 
for their Books of the Month selections. 
 Their selection includes, in Adult Fic-
tion: Leaving Oxford by Janet Ferguson; 
in Young Adult Fiction: The Pretenders 
by Charlaine Harris; in Juvenile Fic-

tion: Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by 
John Grisham; and Easy Reader: When 
Grandmama Sings by Margaree King 
Mitchell.
 They encourage patrons to stop by 
their location to let them know the book 
of choice for the month. 

Also, each 
month, the Flor-
ence Public Li-
brary features 
a new "guess-
ing jar" topic. 
April's question 
is "How many 

books are in the 
Florence Library?" Participants are en-
couraged to drop by the library to sub-
mit their guesses into the guessing jar. 
The winner with the closest guess will 
win a $10 gift card to Dollar General 
and a jar full of candy.

Special to SW Rankin News
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PJHS’s Quick inspires excellence in character, academics
 The preliminary year for Pearl Junior 
High School’s (PJHS) Beta Club, ac-
cording to Club Sponsor Brian Quick, 
was a learning process for both the stu-
dents and himself. It took some "effort 
and dedication," he says, but, as a result, 
they "forged [their] way into becoming a 
successful group to represent [the] Pearl 
Pirates." Consequently, the club members 
are dedicated to participating in as many 
service projects as they can each year.  
 One of the favorites, according to Quick, 
is the "Random Acts of Kindness" proj-
ect. The acts of kindness will vary from 
year to year.  
 An activity that has proven popular in 
the past is asking local businesses to do-
nate free food to be distributed to persons 
in need. Quick fondly remembers that the 

Beta Club members once stumbled across 
a truck driver who had just completed a 
gasoline delivery and was concerned 
about where to eat locally. When Beta 
Club members responded to his need, the 
truck driver expressed gratitude, telling 
the students "how blessed he was because 
now, he could eat and get back on the 
road." 
 Last year, (prior to COVID-19) the Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness assignment was 
to offer a random stranger a hug.  One of 
Quick’s students located such a stranger 
in the Pearl Kroger. Quick says that "the 
lady later posted on Facebook about how 
much she needed that hug. Although she 
did not know the child who gave it, she 
was hopeful someone would share and 
the student would know what a difference 
that hug made."  
 PJHS Beta Club has also donated their 

time and resources: to events such as the 
Jingle Bell Market, by supervising the 
bounce houses for children while their 
parents shopped; collecting and donating 
denim for an organization called blue-
jeansgogreen.org (organization recycles 
denim into insulation for homes); and 
initiating a program called "Blair E Bat-
son Pack-a-Box." Each box was designed 
for a girl or boy in the cancer unit of the 
hospital. Boxes were filled with items for 
children to play with while in their hospi-
tal rooms receiving treatment. The club is 
also known for hosting a booth at the city's 
annual Trick or Treat Street and sponsor-
ing a Senior Adult Birthday Bingo in con-
junction with the Pearl Senior Services. 
Also, for the past several years, the club 
has volunteered several Saturdays during 
the holiday season ringing the bell for the 
Salvation Army. The list goes on.

 PJHS’s Beta club members also par-
ticipate annually in Leadership Summit, 
State Beta Convention and National Beta 
Convention. Currently, they are finalizing 
preparations for State Convention.  Stu-
dents who qualify will have the oppor-
tunity to compete at Nationals at Disney 
World.
 Currently, PJHS averages 150 members 
from year to year, which says something 
about what draws students to the club. 
Quick explains that, "we pride ourselves 
in being high academic achievers as 
well as setting the standard for service to 
our school and community." With a full 
schedule of activities and events, it seems 
that PJHS’s Beta Club will surely con-
tinue to successfully meet their mission 
of "promote[ing] the ideals of academic 
achievement, character, service and lead-
ership."

By Alexa Haik

At National Beta Convention in Savanah, Georgia. The title of the 
competition was Convention Invention. The PJHS students created a 
Dump Cart to assist individuals in moving dirt, trash, or anything else, 
from one location to another.  It was controlled by remote. Students 
pictured (l to r) are: Genevieve Moore, Dakota Williams, Xeia Williams 
and Sponsor Brian Quick.

Lunch during Leadership Summit at University of Southern Missis-
sippi.  Pictured (l to r) are: Sponsor Brian Quick, Kai Jenkins and, in 
background, Kirsten Davis.

Ruby Kaura's Fiber Art submission placed third during State Con-
vention.

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Riley Young, Stewart Wright, Jack Durr 
and Colston Bennett; and back row: Lily Cain, Kirsten Davis, Emma 
Patrick and Katie Nowlen.

Pictured (l to r) are: Lauryn Weaver, Kai Jenkins, Frankie Lockley, 
Cadence Neal and Rylee Reid.

Xeia Williams, National Champion 
Woodworking.

Bella Ashley and J Perry with Con-
vention Invention-Refrigerated Mail-
box, which placed fourth at National 
Convention in Oklahoma City.

Cadence Neal's painting placed fifth at 
State Convention.

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Club Trading Pin National Champion.
Dakota William's Mixed Media "Ar-
iana Grande" National Champion.
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MS House Weekly Summary March 2021 
 Week of March 1, 2021
 This was the ninth week of the 2021 
Legislative Session. The deadline for 
House committees to report general bills 
originating from the Senate occurred 
Tuesday at 8 p.m. Any Senate bills that 
did not make it out of committees died.  
The House began working on these Sen-
ate bills on the House floor, and the dead-
line for these bills to be passed is next 
Wednesday, March 10.
 Senate Bill 2536, known as the Missis-
sippi Fairness Act, would require schools 
to designate sports teams based on bio-
logical sex. This would not include teams 
that are already classified as "co-ed." The 
language is similar to an amendment add-
ed to House Bill 1030 earlier in the ses-
sion. After little debate, the bill passed the 
House by a vote of 81-28, and it has been 
returned to the Senate.
 Several other Senate bills passed the 
House floor including a bill that would 
create the Mississippi Dementia Care 
Program to provide assistance to care-
givers for those with Alzheimer's Disease 
or another form of dementia (SB 2221); 
a bill that would establish the Missis-
sippi Historic Site Preservation Fund 
Grant Program within the Department 

of Archives and History (SB 2834); and 
a bill that would extend the repealer on 
the State Board of Funeral Services (SB 
2098). 
 The House will continue to work on 
bills originating from the Senate until the 
deadline on Wednesday. All Senate bills 
approved by the House will be sent back 
with changes to the Senate for concur-
rence or to invite conference. 
 As a reminder, visiting the Capitol is 
a little different this year than in years 
past. All guided tours are still suspend-
ed, and the Capitol Gift Shop is 
closed. However, Mississippi-
ans are more than welcome 
to visit the Capitol and par-
ticipate in self-guided tours as 
long as they follow the proper 
guidelines. For more informa-
tion, visit the Legislature web-
site.
 Week of March 8, 2021
 This was the tenth week of the 2021 
Legislative Session. Wednesday was the 
deadline for the House to discuss gener-
al Senate bills. Any Senate bills that did 
not make it off the calendar and before 
the House died. The deadline to discuss 
Senate appropriations and revenue bills 
will occur next Tuesday, March 16. More 
than 80 Senate bills were discussed on 
the floor, including the following:
 Senate Bill 2765, or the Mississippi 

Medical Cannabis Act, was the source 
of much debate on the House floor this 
week. The bill would have created an 
alternative to the medical marijuana pro-
gram in Initiative 65 that was voted on 
by Mississippians in November 2020. 
During discussion, several amendments 
were offered, and a few members raised 
points of order and other parliamentary 
inquiries. Eventually, SB 2765 was laid 
on the table, and the bill died on the cal-
endar.  Similar language to SB 2765 was 

added to "Harper Grace's Law" (HB 
119) in the Senate late on Thurs-

day. 
     Another greatly debated 
bill in the House this week 
was Senate Bill 2727. The 
bill would have revised the 

way members of the board of 
the Department of Archives and 

History are chosen. Since its incep-
tion in 1902, board members have chosen 
their own successors in the seat, which 
are then subject to Senate confirmation. 
SB 2727 would have given board ap-
pointments to the governor and the lieu-
tenant governor.    
 The bill failed by a vote of 17-105.
 Senate Bill 2119 would authorize the 
sale and purchase of pseudoephedrine 
and ephedrine in the state without a pre-
scription. Since 2010, Mississippi has 
required a prescription to purchase med-

icines containing these stimulants. SB 
2119 passed by a bipartisan vote of 117-
3, and it has been sent to the governor for 
his signature. The House passed a similar 
bill (HB 479) earlier in the session, but it 
has since died in committee. 
 A few bills passed the House with unan-
imous support, including a bill that would 
authorize a veteran to establish proof of 
military service for Veteran Driver's Li-
cense Designation in person at a DPS 
driver's license station (SB 2294); a bill 
that would give the option to combine 
a concealed carry weapons permit with 
a driver's license or other identification 
card (SB 2253); and a bill that would al-
low the Department of Education to grant 
teaching licenses to teachers who already 
possess the equivalent from another state 
(SB 2267).
 The calendar also included several 
House bills that were passed earlier in the 
session, sent to the Senate and are now 
back before the House. With this process, 
the representatives will vote on whether 
to concur with the changes the Senate 
made, or to invite conference for possible 
further revisions before becoming law or 
dying.
 Week of March 15, 2021
 This was the eleventh week of the 2021 
Legislative Session. Because it is late in 
the session, much of the week was spent 

By Barrett Climer, House Information 
Officer for Mississippi House of 
Representatives

continued on page 7
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deciding whether or not to concur with 
any changes made to House bills by the 
Senate or to invite conference on those 
bills. In conference, representatives and 
senators work together to finalize the de-
tails of each bill before they are sent to 
the governor. Included in the bills being 
sent to conference are most of the rev-
enue and appropriations bills from both 
the House and Senate, which will decide 
the state's budget.
 Several bills were passed concurring 
with changes made in the Senate, includ-
ing House Bill 852, which came through 
the House earlier this session. The bill 
will provide $1,000 raises for teachers 
and teacher's assistants in Mississippi 
public schools. HB 852 will now be sent 
to the governor for his signature.
 Last week, both Medicaid technical 
bills died on the calendar in each house.  
The Senate and House passed Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 535 on Tuesday 
afternoon suspending the rules and res-
urrecting both bills (HB 1008 and SB 
2799). House Bill 1008 came back be-
fore the House, and the bill has been sent 
to conference.
 Next week as the session begins to wind 
down, legislators will spend the majority 
of their time in conference committees 
ironing out the final details of bills that 

were sent to conference. These confer-
ence committees will then have to file 
reports before the end of session.
 Week of March 22, 2021
 This was the twelfth week of the 2021 
Legislative Session. At this point in the 
session, a majority of bills have either 
been sent to the governor to be signed or 
are being discussed in conference. 
 Conference on a bill occurs when fur-
ther discussion is needed to reach the 
best solution. A conference consists of 
three representatives and three senators 
who work together to finalize a bill. Most 
of the bills in conference at this point in 
the session deal with the state budget.
 Once a bill is out of conference, it must 
go to both the House and Senate for a 
vote before being sent to the governor. 
 Along with holding conferences all 
week, the House did meet to discuss and 
pass local and private bills, suffrage bills 
and resolutions. The House also brought 
up and voted on several conference re-
ports that have already been filed.
 With only one week left in the 2021 
session, legislators will remain in Jack-
son to work through the weekend. The 
deadline for bills to come out of confer-
ence and pass in both houses occurs next 
week. Any bills that are passed will then 
be sent to the governor to be signed into 
law.

 Week of March 29, 2021
 This was the thirteenth and final week of 
the 2021 Legislative Session. Legislators 
completed the last day on Thursday, April 
1, after working through the weekend to 
finalize the state budget. While many sig-
nificant pieces of legislation did not make 
it through the process this year, several did 
and will now be signed into law by the gov-
ernor.
 The $6 billion state budget, completed in 
the last few days of the session, included 
an increase of $102 million to the Depart-
ment of Education. This brings the Educa-
tion budget to $2.3 billion, which includes 
teacher pay raises of $1,000 each and a to-
tal of $16 million going to pre-school edu-
cation. 
 The Dignity for Incarcerated Women Act 
will elevate the level of care for female 
inmates by limiting use of restraints on in-
mates giving birth, by providing feminine 
hygiene products for inmates who are in 
need and by placing incarcerated mothers 
within a certain distance to their minor chil-
dren.
 The Mississippi Computer Science and 
Cyber Education Equality Act requires the 
Department of Education to implement a 
computer science curriculum in all K-12 
public schools. Currently, more than half 
of Mississippi high schools do not teach a 
computer science course.

 Mississippians will be able to purchase 
pseudoephedrine and ephedrine from phar-
macies without a prescription.
 Licensed retailers around the state will 
now be able to apply for a delivery service 
permit for the purpose of delivering alco-
hol to consumers. 
 Veterans are now authorized to establish 
proof of military service for a Veteran Driv-
er’s License Designation in person at DPS 
driver’s license stations across the state.
 Under Christian’s Law, photographs and 
recordings of autopsies around the state 
will remain confidential. The law is named 
for Christian Andreacchio, a Meridian-na-
tive who passed away in 2014.
 Mississippi schools are now required to 
designate sports teams based on biological 
sex.
 Proposed legislation that did not make 
it through the bill-making process includ-
ed the Mississippi Tax Freedom Act, the 
privatization of liquor sales in the state, 
the repeal of certain occupational licenses 
for workers, including wigologists and art 
therapists, and a bill allowing nurse prac-
titioners to practice primary care without a 
collaboration with a licensed physician. 
 The House adjourned sine die on Thurs-
day, three days before the April 4 deadline. 
This concluded the 2021 Legislative Ses-
sion, which was the second session in the 
four-year term.

continued from page 6
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 In Wyoming Territory, between 1874 
and 1890, an Easterner, Owen Wister, 
often visited this land he loved. He put 
his brand on the new genre of the West-
ern novel when he wrote a book about 
an American cowboy. Prior to this time, 
"Dime Novels," were available; but they 
were cheaply written and formulaic. The 
Virginian: A Horseman of the West, about 
500 pages long, was published in 1902. 
It was acclaimed as the first real Western 
novel to place a cowboy at the heart of 
an epic tale of love and hate, duty, honor 
and the tragic end of a friendship. The 
story inspired plays and movies, and the 
book has never ceased to be published! 
The best movie is the one filmed in 
1929, starring Gary Cooper.  As in the 
book, his name is never mentioned, he 
is simply, "The Virginian." The book is 
narrated by an un-named man known as 
"The Tenderfoot," who, by the end of 
the book, becomes a close friend of our 
hero. 
 The basic plot is: Cowboy meets 

School-marm, (Miss Molly Wood); falls 
in love with school-marm and spends 
the next three years gently wooing her. 
She resists him until she loves him. The 
Virginian is like a Knight from Camelot 
- innately noble and honorable. He 
holds women, Molly Wood especially, 

in high regard, and, when he hears the 
villainous Trampas speaking about the 
school-marm in low and vile language, 
he sets Trampas straight. From that mo-
ment on, Trampas is determined to bring 
the Virginian down, one way or anoth-
er. Trampas is a cattle rustler; but, the 
Virginian has never caught him in the 
act. Another cowboy, Shorty, is good--
he is kind to his horse--but, he's easily 
lead astray. Trampas realizes he can use 
Shorty to get back at the Virginian. He 
becomes a "Good" friend to Shorty and, 
when Trampas leaves the ranch to find 
work away from the Virginian, he urges 
Shorty to come with him, leading him 
into cattle rustling - to spite the Virgin-
ian. 
 In time, Molly comes to accept her love 
for the Virginian and believes he will ask 
her to marry him. But first, the Virgin-
ian must lead a posse to find the outlaws 
who have been rustling cattle through-
out the territory. They track them to a 
homestead and take two of them prison-
er; Trampas and Shorty get away. One of 
the prisoners is Steve, at one time a close 
friend of the Virginian.  The Virginian, as 

the leader, must hang Steve and Ed, the 
other rustler. What must be done early 
the next morning weighs heavily on the 
Virginian, who spends a sleepless night 
remembering and grieving the good side 
of Steve.
 The next day, the Virginian and his men 
track Trampas and Shorty; the Virginian 
spots Shorty's body on the trail. He and 
Trampas had been alternating riding the 
one horse; but Trampas wanted to get 
away from the Virginian faster; so, he 
shoots Shorty in the back and escapes. 
With a heavy heart, the Virginian and his 
men bury Shorty. They continue tracking 
Trampas, who makes good his escape. 
Months later, when he hears the Virgin-
ian and Miss Molly Wood are to be mar-
ried, he returns to the town of Medicine 
Bow and challenges the Virginian to a 
shoot-out at sunset. Molly hears about 
this and tells the Virginian that if he goes 
through with this gun-fight, there will be 
"no tomorrow for them."
 The Virginian leaves the hotel room.  
Molly flings herself onto the floor, sob-
bing her heart out. Below, in the street, 
she hears three shots . . .

By Beth Woodmansee for the Friends 
of the Richland Library     

FRL book report for April, The Virginian

Special to SW Rankin News

 The Kiwanis Club of Pearl will be 
hosting their Twentieth Annual Fund 
Raiser Golf Tournament on Friday, 
April 30, 2021. The tourna-
ment will be held at the Pearl 
Municipal Golf Course.
 This year, check-in will 
begin at 7 a.m., with a shot-
gun start at 8 a.m. First place 
winners will receive $400 
per team, second place win-
ners will receive $300 per 
team and third place winners 
will receive $200 per team. There will 
be additional prizes for "closest to the 
hole," "longest drive" as well as door 
prizes.

 Registration will include three options 
for participants. The first option is the  
"4-Man Team Sponsorship" which in-
cludes four green fees, eight mulligans, 
two carts and lunch for all team mem-

bers at a cost of $400. The 
second option is a "Team & 
Hole Sponsorship" which in-
cludes: four green fees, eight 
mulligans, two carts, hole 
sponsorship and lunch for 
each player at a cost of $475 
per each. The third option is 
"Hole Sponsorship," at $100 
per each, which includes sign 

placed on tee box(es). 
 For more information, contact Tim  
Pickett at 601-955-4882 or  email Pickett at
tim.pickett@communitybank.net.

Special to SW Rankin News 

Kiwanis of Pearl to hold 20th annual golf tournament

Special to SW Rankin News

PJHS students send artwork to the moon

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Junior High School (PJHS) art students created artwork that will go into the first digital time capsule 
headed to the moon this summer. PJHS students took the opportunity to create art that will travel beyond 
the school's walls when YouTube broadcaster Mr. Beast announced his plans to send photos to the moon 
on a NASA rover hard drive.

Smith named Student of the Month

Special to SW Rankin News

Xavier Smith was recently chosen as the Rankin County School District’s March Student of the Month 
for Florence Middle School.
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 The sixth annual Richland Fa-
ther-Daughter Cinderella Ball will be 
held Saturday, April 17, at the Richland 
Community Center, located at 410 East 
Harper Street in Richland. Proceeds 
from the event will go to fund the pro-
grams of the Richland Mayor’s Youth 
Council.
 Girls ages four through thirteen are in-
vited to attend with their fathers (includ-
ing step-dads, uncles or grandfathers). 
The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. for girls 
ages four through seven, who will have 
the dance floor until 7 p.m. Beginning at 
7:30 p.m., girls ages eight through thir-
teen will be allotted an hour and a half  
with their father-figure with all activities 
scheduled to wind-down around 9 p.m.
 There will be food and beverages on 
site, including: chicken strips, mac and 

cheese, chips with nacho cheese, lemon-
ade, and ice cream with a cookie.
 The entertainment for the evening will 
be DJ 7-8, Teddy Temple. According to 
the website, www.dj-dougie.com, DJ 
7-8 has been providing his services to 
the central Mississippi area since 2016. 
He and his wife, April, will be in atten-
dance, to play a variety of dance music, 
including rock as well as rap, and pro-
vide background effects such as bubbles 
and fog.
 Tickets cost $35 per couple and $10 for 
each additional child. Payments may be 
made by cash or checks only, and tickets 
will be available at the Richland Com-
munity Center, Richland City Hall as 
well as the Richland Senior Center.  
 For more information about the event, 
contact Barbara Adams, special events 
coordinator and Mayor's youth council 
sponsor, at 601-420-3400.

Special to SW Rankin News 

Father-Daughter Ball returns after year hiatus

Special to SWRankin News
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RHS "Students of the Month" selected

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Kyle Webb, Skylar Reel and Orlandria Smith; and back row: Kori Edwards, 
Ema Roland and Matt Taylor.

 Richland High School (RHS) recent-
ly named the January 2021 Students of 
the Month. These students are nomi-
nated and selected by their teachers for 
such qualities as dependability, atti-

tude, leadership, attendance, and class 
work. 
 Students are awarded a certificate 
from the Exchange Club, a book donat-
ed to the library in honor of the senior 
from the Exchange Club and gift cards 
from local businesses.

Special to SW Rankin News

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

601-460-0256

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 
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A.J.’s vision for Richland:
Richland will be recognized statewide as a beautiful 
and safe place to raise families, operate and grow 
successful businesses, and proudly call home.

Mission Statement:
In an e�ort to materialize my vision for the City of Richland, I will:
• Work hard with other elected o�cials and the various 
 departments within the city to encourage and maintain a 
 beautiful city.
• Strive to ensure that public safety and transportation 
 conditions encourage business interests for Richland.
• Focus on community involvement as a priority to ensure an 
 environment for sustainable projects and activities.
• Most of all, BE TRANSPARENT and LISTEN to the voices of the  
 men, women, and children that make up this great city.

Support Richland on June 8th - ***VOTE A.J. SHIELDS*** 
The “common sense” choice! Ad paid for by candidate.

A.J. SHIELDS was raised in Richland and proudly 
calls this city home.  He acquired his management 
skills from both the Richland Fire Department, where 
he quickly advanced to the rank of Captain, and by 
running successful businesses for over 17 years. Now, 
A.J. wants to share his disciplined work ethic, 
conservative values, and common sense approach in 
the capacity of Alderman.

Get to know A.J. Shields:
• 3rd generation Richland resident (raising the 4th   
 generation)
• Loving husband and father to a Christian family with
 conservative values
• Served with the Richland Fire Department for over 13  
 years, where he advanced to the rank of Captain and  
 is a Certi�ed Smoke Diver.  He stepped away from the  
 Fire Department with hopes to better serve the City of  
 Richland in the Alderman position.
• Achieved the rank of Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts  
 of America
• Multiple recognitions for recruiting and team   
 management, serving dual roles as a Group Sales   
 Director and Marketing Director for T&T Marketing  
 Specialists



April 2021 13Good News You Can Use



April 202114 Good News You Can Use

RHS honors Character Trait SOM

Special to SW Rankin News

Ema Roland is Richland High School's February  Character Trait Student of the Month. The character 
trait for the month was kindness.

 
 The Pearl Public School District 
(PPSD) Employees of the Month are 

selected from the nominations submit-
ted each month by employees, parents, 
and community members. The February 
2021 classifications are listed above.

Special to SW Rankin News

January 2021 Classified Staff of 
the Month: Kelley Smith, Pearl 
Junior High School

January 2021 Certified Staff of 
the Month: Cheyenne Smith, 
Pearl Junior High School

January 2021 Administrator 
of the Month: Dr. Tracy Yates, 
Pearl High School

February 2021 Classified Staff 
of the Month: Robin Moss, Pearl 
High School

February 2021 Certified Staff of 
the Month: Penny Lucas, Pearl 
Junior High School

February 2021 Administrator of 
the Month: John Craven, Pearl 
High School

PPSD announces "Employees of the Month"

March 2021 Classified Staff of 
the Month: Nurse Julie Thorn-
ton, Pearl Upper Elementary

March 2021 Administrator of the 
Month: Chris Chism, Pearl High 
School

March 2021 Certified Staff of the 
Month: Rhonda Green, Pearl 
Lower Elementary

Special to SW Rankin News
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 Each year, Mississippi Spay 
and Neuter (MSSPAN) of Pearl 
holds a fund-raiser designed 
to defray the daily expenses of 
running the non-profit organi-
zation.  Their primary goal is to 
provide low cost spay and neu-
ter services across the state of 
Mississippi. Known as the an-
nual "Spaytacular," the theme of 
the seventh annual celebration 
is "Spaytacular from home." 
 Residents are invited to join 
the celebration from the comfort 
of home for the Eighth Annual 
Spaytacular Gala. MSSSPAN released 
the following statement regarding the 
unique format for this year's event, 
"Though the pandemic has kept us from 
celebrating in person together, it hasn't 
stopped cats and dogs from breeding. 
Put on your best pajamas, BYOB and 
cuddle up with the fur-kids for a fun 
evening to raise money for our low-cost 
spay and neuter services. This virtual 
fund-raiser will be held on Saturday, 
April 24." 
 Currently, MSSPAN is looking for raf-
fle prizes for the upcoming virtual fund-
raiser. To purchase a 50/50 raffle tickets, 
visit mississippispayneuter.betterworld.
org/giveaways/50-50-raffle. The winner 

will receive half of the raffle proceeds.
 MSSPAN is also seeking sponsors for 
Spaytacular 2021. Interested parties are 
encouraged to visit www.msspan.org/
sponsor_spaytacular2021 for sponsor-
ship opportunities.
 For those who are interested in donat-
ing items for auction or as a raffle prize, 
visit www.mississippispayneuter.better-
world.org/donate-an-item to give. 
 The agenda for 2021 includes special 
guests, a raffle, pajama contest, an auc-
tion, and more. The supporter who rais-
es the most money for spay and neuter 
will win a trophy and a $100 gift card 
to the Big Thrift. To learn more, submit 
donations and purchase tickets visit: 
www.msspan.org/spaytacular_2021.
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Celebrate "Spaytacular 2021" from home
Special to SW Rankin News

Richland Elementary students make Easter arrays

Special to SW Rankin News

Second graders at Richland Elementary School learned more about making arrays by putting an Easter 
twist on their math activity.

Cannon wins short story contest

Special to SW Rankin News

Sydney Cannon, a third-grade student at Florence Elementary, was recently named the second/third 
grade band winner for the Fictional Short Story category of the Rankin County District Writing Celebra-
tion. 
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In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment 
opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Franklin, Vice President of Instruction/Career & 
Technical Education, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

Wherever you’re going...

          You Can 
Get THERE From

   HERE!

hindscc.eduhindscc.edu
Summer & Fall Registration begins April 6Summer & Fall Registration begins April 6

"Dixie Rod Run" returns with "Cars for CARA"
 Mississippi Street Rod Association 
presents the Fiftieth Anniversary and 
Forty-Third Annual Dixie Rod Run 
"Cars for C.A.R.A." (Community Ani-
mal Rescue & Adoption). It will be held 
Friday, April 23, through Saturday, April 
24, at Trustmark Park in Pearl. The event 
begins Friday at noon, then starts back 
up Saturday at 7 a.m. and runs until 4 
p.m. 
 For almost thirty years, the event was 
slated as an opportunity to showcase cars 
manufactured before 1949. In the last few 
years, however, the event has opened up, 
welcoming the general public in an effort 
to raise money for the local animal shel-
ter, C.A.R.A. Dixie Rod Run Chairman 
Eric Knight describes this annual event 
as a "kind of a mesh of everything; it’s 
the Dixie Rod Run, but we always name 
it 'Cars for C.A.R.A,'" and and we have 
the other little thing with wheels. It is 
just a hodge-podge of different names to 
let people know that it not just a regular 
car show. We are a non-profit, so every-
thing that we can raise, we let it go to 
CARA. It is a big family event."
 This year, items on the agenda include 
a Friday night cook out, where all reg-

istered participants are provided meals 
by the Dixie Rod Run. Representatives 
from C.A.R.A. will also be on-site, ac-
companied by a select group of dogs 
available for adoption. 
 On Saturday, the best ten registered en-
trants out of three categories will be se-
lected to receive a trophy. The three cate-
gories include cars manufactured before 
1949; between 1949 to 1973; and from 
1973 and up. There will also be a “Best 
in Show” trophy awarded. 
 For the participants who have regis-
tered cars at the event, there is a chance 
to win a brand new motor, a transmis-
sion and a computer for their car. There 
will also be a raffle for a carburetor with 
a market value of $1,000 and a ceramic 
coating that has been donated at a value 
of $1,000. 
 The Saturday night cruise is scheduled 
as an "after the show party," where a 
group of cars will drive a predetermined 
circuit and, once completed, will cele-
brate with a special vehicle showcased 
that has the capability of shooting flames 
fifty feet into the air. 
 Also on the Saturday night agenda is 
live entertainment featured by Pearl’s 
very own Zach Bridges. He has gener-
ously donated his time to help raise mon-

ey, as well.
 Food vendors will be 
available on-site throughout 
the event, and most of the 
benefits from food sales will 
also go to C.A.R.A. There 
will be barbeque, hamburg-
ers, the list goes on.
 For the car-lovers in the crowd, parts 
vendors will be available; there will be 
a swap meet of automotive parts; and, 
in keeping with a 100 year old tradition, 
a custom pin striper will be available to 
provide detailing upon request.
 There will be games for adults and kids 
alike, including a bounce house for the 
younger attendees. 
 A special parking area will be marked 
and cordoned off for registered attend-
ees. For the general public, parking will 
be available adjacent to Trustmark Park, 
at no charge.
 Registration is $25. Knight says that 
"anything with wheels may [register].  
If they want to register a car stroller, 
we don’t care, just as long as the money 
goes to C.A.R.A." The event is free to 
the public. 
 For more information, contact Rod 
Run Chairman, Eric Knight at 
601–955-9952.

Special to SW Rankin News 

Special to SWRankin News
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Through the eyes of PPD: February 25, 2021
 For Lieutenant John Chalk, Chief of 
Detectives-Criminal Investigations Di-
vision and SWAT Team Leader for the 
City of Pearl Police Department (Pearl 
PD), Thursday, February 25, started out 
like any other. He was responding to a 
report of a stolen vehicle case; the ve-
hicle had been reported stolen from the 
Flying J. Pearl PD had received infor-
mation that the vehicle was located at 
a residence on Randall Drive. Arriving 
on scene, he and his fellow investiga-
tors waited for the owner of the home 
to return. As they waited, two suspects, 
one a seventeen-year-old juvenile and 
one adult, pulled up. Shortly thereafter, 
both were taken into custody with no is-
sue. As is customary, each suspect was 
placed in separate patrol vehicles. 
 In Chalk’s mind, the stress is already 
cranking up a notch...the rules are dif-
ferent when dealing with juveniles - 
from how they are transported, to where 
they are required to sit in the police de-
partment, to when and how an officer 
can speak to them. 
 Otherwise, things were proceeding 
along without issue. Then, suddenly, 
Chalk looks up to discover that one pa-
trol car is missing, the one holding the 
young offender. At this point, there is 

time for a split second risk-reward as-
sessment...will engaging in a high speed 
pursuit with a juvenile suspect, who has 
commandeered a Pearl patrol vehicle, 
through city streets be worth the risk to 

innocent motorists? This suspect’s driv-
ing was extreme. Chalk had been in pur-
suits, but the juvenile’s driving was one 
of the top in regards to carelessness and 
recklessness; there seemed to be total 
disregard for his life and everyone else.
 And so it went, the pursuit began 
around Taco Bell on Highway 80...

it seems like time slowed down. For 
Chalk the pursuit felt like it could have 
lasted hours but it was maybe five min-
utes, if that. It was clear that the juve-
nile’s intent was to get away. No doubt 

about it, he wanted to escape. He could 
have kept driving the vehicle, but he 
abandoned it and ran into the woods 
near the East Metro Parkway area. 
 At this point, more manpower was 
needed. The Sheriff’s Department, the 
Highway Patrol, the Madison PD, Bran-
don PD, Flowood PD, US Marshalls, 

the Highway Patrol's helicopter, were 
all called to assist. Even Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International Airport 
completely closed down one of its run-
ways due to the bail-out and pursuit. 
Eventually Chalk, Pearl PD and other 
law enforcement had to call it a day.
 Then, on the evening of Saturday, 
February 27, a vigilant local resident 
called in a Crimestoppers tip. Pearl PD 
learned that the teen was located at an 
apartment in Brandon. Things this time 
went by the book - where the suspect 
was taken into custody with no further 
issues. 
 Ultimately, this experience for Chalk 
speaks an important message about 
consequences: "Think about the con-
sequences in everything you do. If it's 
what you say to people or how you 
treat people, or from your parents, to 
your friends to law enforcement, there 
are consequences for everything you 
say and everything you do...after the 
toothpaste is out of the tube, you can't 
put it back. It doesn't go away, whether 
it's something you did personally. The 
weird thing with [social media] now-a-
days, once it’s on there, it doesn't disap-
pear. It follows you. It doesn't go away. 
There are consequences to everything. 
Think about them before you act, before 
you say it."

By Alexa Haik

Special to SW Rankin News
Pearl PD at scene of bail-out.

NAME AGE CITY DOD Funeral Home 

George McCullough 64 Pearl, MS 2/27/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Lillian Finnegan 71 Florence, MS 3/5/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Iva Brownlee Smith 101 Florence, MS 3/8/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Dena Abels Childress 83 Florence, MS 3/11/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
David Kyle Bennett 51 Florence, MS 3/11/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Gerald Lee Harrison 68 Richland, MS 3/11/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Allen Carranza Lee 78 Florence, MS 3/16/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Donald “Don” Walton 71 Florence, MS 3/18/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Alice Laverne Hasie 73 Richland, MS 3/19/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Infant Cameron Richardson 0 Florence, MS 3/21/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Willard Edward Downard 84 Florence, MS 3/23/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Bettye King Myers 75 Pearl, MS 3/25/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Louise Nixon Tucker 89 Florence, MS 3/26/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
William “Dub” Sims, Jr 57 Brandon, MS 3/27/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home

College soccer signings at FHS

Special to SW Rankin News

Senior Captain Clint Roberts will be continuing his soccer career as he signs with Homes Community 
College. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: father Justin Roberts, sister Helen Grace Roberts, Clint Roberts 
and mother Holly Harris; and back row: Principal Tony Martin, Coach Joshua Cavanaugh, Coach George 
William Hood III, and Assistant Principal Keith Reed.
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

Pearl High School names 2021 Hall of Fame inductees

Special to SW Rankin News
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 Leadership Rankin (along with Rankin 
Youth Leadership), who typically would 
be announcing their third An-
nual Krewe De Roux Festival 
in late Winter early Spring of 
2021, have recently announced 
a change of plan. 
 The weekend full of Mardis 
Gras fun with a free parade 
and block party in the historic 
downtown of Brandon will be delayed 

for a year. This is due to COVID-19 
challenges earlier in the year and event 
scheduling conflicts. 
   February 25 and 26, 2022 is the date 

that has been set for next year, 
where once again, locals will 
be able to "Let the Good Times 
Roll!"
   For those looking for some-
thing fun to do the second 
weekend of April, make plans 
to see comedian, Brian Regan, 

at the Brandon Amphitheater. 

Krewe de Roux delayed until 2022
Special to SW Rankin News 

Special to SW Rankin 
News

 Pearl High School (PHS) senior Isabelle Gar-
cia is the Congressional District 3 winner of the 
Mississippi School Board Association Essay 
and Speaking Contest. The contest is designed 
to give eleventh and twelfth grade Mississip-
pi students an opportunity to express creative 
ideas for concepts, conduct research, think criti-
cally, practice public speaking skills, and subse-
quently receive recognition for doing so. Gar-
cia’s speech was broadcast during the Virtual 
Mississippi School Board Association Annual 
Conference.

Special to SW Rankin News 
Garcia wins Congressional District 3 MSBA contest

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Percussion wins awards for in-person competition

Special to SW Rankin News

The Pearl High School Indoor Percussion team recently took first place in their first in-person competition since February of 2020. They also competed in the Mississippi Indoor Association Circuit Championship at 
the Mississippi Coliseum and took home a second place win in their division.



 The Mississippi Braves (M-Braves) 
and Whataburger are pleased to an-
nounce the Braves Bookworms Reading 
Program's return in 2021. The program 
is designed to encourage and enhance 
literacy among central Mississippi youth 
through partnerships with local schools. 
The program is entirely free for students 
and educators.
 Braves Bookworms strives to make 
reading fun by bringing the exciting 
experience from Trustmark Park into 
the classroom. All students from Pre-K 
through eighth grade are invited to par-
ticipate. Braves Bookworms incentiviz-
es students to read outside the classroom 
by rewarding them for reaching specific 
goals set by their teachers. The program 
is designed to run for four weeks.
 Schools participating will have the 
opportunity to have Mississippi Braves 
mascots and staff present a Braves Book-
worm Kickoff Pep Rally virtually. From 
January to March 2020, the M-Braves 
visited over thirty schools. The pep rally 
encourages participation and communi-

cates the importance of reading.
 Students participating in the program 
will receive an M-Braves bookmark. 
Once the students' objectives are com-
plete from your teacher, the bookmark 
becomes a ticket voucher that can be ex-
changed for an actual ticket at the Trust-
mark Park for a 2021 Mississippi Braves 
home game. They must reach goals set 
by educators while they "Read Around 
the Bases," creating a customizable in-
centive-based program to encourage 
children to read. Specific Reading Pro-
gram dates will be set to recognize stu-
dents for completing the program with 
recognition at an M-Braves game.
 To register a school for the program, 
complete the online form (found at 
www.milb.com/mississippi/community/
braves-bookworms) and send to Darius 
Green at darius.green@braves.com, or 
by mail to 1 Braves Way, Pearl,  39208, 
or fax to 601-936-3567. Once the en-
rollment form is received, a member of 
the M-Braves front office will reach out 
regarding program materials. Contact 
the Braves with any questions at 
601-932-8788.

April 2021 21Good News You Can Use

Braves Bookworms Reading 
Program returns for 2021

Special to SW Rankin News 

Special to SW Rankin News

 Girl Scouts of the USA is excited to 
announce the Becoming Me program, 
a special collaboration with Penguin 
Random House and Former First Lady 
of the United States Michelle Obama. 
The program follows the recent publi-
cation of Mrs. Obama's book, Becom-
ing: Adapted for Young Readers, and 
offers a unique opportunity for Girl 
Scouts to embark on their journeys to 
become their best selves. The program, 
which includes a virtual event with Mrs. 
Obama, will also walk 
girls through earning 
three badges at each 
Girl Scout level.
 "Mrs. Obama is a 
cultural leader and 
a champion for girls 
and women," said 
GSUSA Interim CEO 
Judith Batty. "Her 
journey described 
in Becoming closely 
aligns with our mission of building girls 
of courage, confidence, and character. It 
is a story of sharing joys and triumphs, 
as well as the bumps and bruises along 
the way. Our Becoming Me program 
will challenge participants to look in-
side themselves to define who they are 
and who they want to become, just as 
Mrs. Obama does in Becoming."
 "I am so pleased to be working with 
Girl Scouts of the USA on the Becom-
ing Me program," says Mrs. Obama. "It 
is a joy and privilege to support young 
girls along their journeys of becoming, 
working together to unlock the unique 
and profound power that lies within 
each of our own stories."
 Girl Scouts' Becoming Me program 

will be available at no cost to any in-
terested Girl Scout enrolled for the 
2021–22 membership year. Drawing 
on Girl Scouts' programming - which 
includes over 300 skill-building badg-
es - the curated Becoming Me program 
series built on 18 badges that explore 
key themes in Becoming: Adapted for 
Young Readers.
 The program includes: a six- to eight-
week experience centered around core 
themes from Mrs. Obama's Becoming: 
Adapted for Young Readers that align 
with the Girl Scout mission, such as 

knowing and telling 
your story, maintain-
ing mental health 
and wellness, and 
supporting and nur-
turing girls on their 
own journeys; a jour-
nal activity through 
which participants re-
flect on their personal 
experiences as they 
answer the question 

"Who are you, and who do you want 
to become?;" a facilitator guide to help 
volunteers steer Girl Scouts through 
their journeys, as well as free digital 
downloads, such as modified Becom-
ing journal content and an excerpt from 
Becoming: Adapted for Young Readers; 
admission to a virtual event featuring a 
conversation between Girl Scouts and 
Mrs. Obama, during which she'll ex-
plore the themes in Becoming: Adapted 
for Young Readers and how they relate 
to Girl Scouts' and young people's expe-
riences today; and an exclusive Becom-
ing Me patch for optional purchase. The 
Becoming Me program will launch in 
early May 2021. Learn more by visiting 
girlscouts.org/BecomingMe.

Girl Scouts introduces 
"Becoming Me" program
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

FHS’s MSA hosts "Get Fit Florence"

 Florence High School’s class of 2021 
Medical Science program recently host-
ed "Get Fit Florence," during the fourth 
week of March. The goal of the week-
long community service event was to 
collectively walk and/
or run 2,021 miles as a 
community. 
 All Florence residents 
were eligible to partici-
pate, and possibly win a prize.   
 The event was free to participants.
 Participants were free to walk any-
where they like, however locations ear-
marked for the event included: Florence 
Elementary, Florence High School track, 
Hemphill Park, and Florence Middle 
School. Participants may scan/log mile-
age for each days walk/run using the 

Quick Response code (QR Code) avail-
able at each location.  
 On the final day of the event, March 27, 
FHS MSA hosted a "community clean 
up" at all event locations. Closing out the 
week, prizes were awarded to those who 
logged the most miles.

 FHS’s MSA encour-
aged Florence residents 
with this message, "The 
Countdown is on for 
'Get Fit Florence!' We 

can't wait to see how many miles the 
Florence Community can walk during 
the week of March 21-27. If you haven't 
already, join our event [on Facebook] to 
stay up to date with information. Please 
be prepared to walk a few days during 
that week to help our Senior Class reach 
their 2021 mile goal! Every little bit 
helps!"

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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Richland Singers earn Superior rating

Special to SW Rankin News

The Richland High School Singers recently earned a Superior rating at the 2021 State Performance Assessment.


