
 Laura Renfroe, a senior at Pelahatchie 
High School, made history in March, 
when the Mississippi Scholastic Press 
Association (MSPA) declared her the 
2021-2022 Mississippi High School 
Journalist of the Year. 
 Renfroe serves as editor-in-chief for 
the school's paper, Hatchie Headlines. 
She has received MSPA honoree status 
three times, an unprecedented feat both 
for Pelahatchie and the state of Missis-
sippi. 
 Renfroe will represent Mississippi and 
compete for the national title at the Jour-
nalism Education Association’s/Nation-
al Scholastic Press Association conven-
tion held April 7 through 9, 2022. 
 Renfroe has a gofundme account to 
help her raise money for convention at-
tendance and to view her online portfo-

lio. Visit https://gofund.me/8e789d43 to 
help Renfroe attend the convention and 
to read her work.

A Caring & Friendly Atmosphere

Treating Children,
Adults, and Seniors

Cleanings • Fillings
Extractions • Whitening

Dentures • Crowns
Root Canals • Implants

and More

Renfroe, 2021-2022 Mississippi 
High School Journalist of the Year
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Robotics Team at East Rankin 
Academy wins Innovate Award

 The East Rankin Robotics Team com-
peted in the FIRST Tech Challenge Cen-
tral League Tournament on February 19. 
The FIRST Tech Challenge is a judged 
robot competition.
 The team won the Innovate Award spon-
sored by Raytheon Technologies for the 

most innovative and creative robot de-
sign solution to any specific components 
in the FIRST Tech Challenge Game and 
was also part of the Finalist Alliance in 
the final rounds of robotics competition. 
 The team qualified for the Mississippi 
FIRST Tech Challenge State Competition 
to be held on March 4 and 5 on the cam-
pus of the University of Mississippi.
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Pictured (l to r) are: Audrey Hawk, Tyler Williams, Mallory Ellis, Jonathan Lamberth, Jonas Vining and 
Jackson Fountain.

 The Officials of Association/System 
are proposing to stop adding fluoride to 
your drinking water. As the customers 
of this public water supply, you have 
the right to know how this can impact 
an individual’s health.
 Community water fluoridation helps 
to prevent tooth decay and saves mon-
ey for families and the healthcare sys-
tem, this proposed decision will have 
a public health impact on the custom-
er.  
 The following are facts which should 
be taken into consideration if this deci-
sion were to move forward:
 • The safety and benefits of water flu-
oridation that are well documented and 
have been reviewed comprehensively 
by several scientific and public health 
organizations will no longer be avail-
able through your drinking water sys-
tem.

 • C o m m u n i t y 
water fluorida-
tion remains an 
effective public 
health strategy for 
delivering fluoride 
to prevent tooth 
decay and is the 
most cost-effec-
tive way to reach 
entire communi-
ties regardless of socioeconomic status.
 • People in the United States are liv-
ing longer and retaining more of their 
natural teeth than ever before. As the 
older population in America grows, and 
as more people keep their natural teeth 
for longer periods of time, dental decay 
may remain a significant health prob-
lem. Therefore, water fluoridation is an 
essential prevention method for all age 
groups.
 • Water fluoridation reduces tooth 
decay by about 25% in children and 

adults.
 • For every dollar 
spent on commu-
nity water fluo-
ridation, $38 is 
saved in health 
and dental care 
costs.
 The following 
are reasons as to 
why your public 

water system’s governing board is pro-
posing to discontinue community water 
fluoridation:
 • Fluoride is already found in tooth-
paste, and most developed countries do 
not fluoridate their water. 
 • The chemical fluoride affects many 
tissues in the body besides the teeth, 
i.e., thyroid, endocrine disruption, and 
is not a natural process, and
 • The use of fluoride causes severe 
health risks to Town employees, and an 
increased expense to its citizens.

 • In addition, several water systems in 
the state are non-fluoridated.
 For any concerns, please come to Pela-
hatchie Town Hall at 705 2nd Street, 
Pelahatchie, MS and comment forms 
will be located at the first window. If 
you have questions about Community 
Water Fluoridation, please contact any 
of the following: 
 • The State Health Department at  
  601-576-7500
 • Your local family dentist
 • www.lLikeMyTeeth.org or 
  www.cdc.gov/fluoridation
 If you have questions about the rea-
son(s) that your water system offi-
cials chose to discontinue this proven
public health practice, please contact
us at the local water system office at 
601-854-5224. 
 To find a dentist in your community, 
please contact 601-576-7500 and ask 
for the Mississippi State Department of 
Health Office of Oral Health.

Town of Pelahatchie proposes not adding fluoride to drinking water
By The Town of Pelahatchie

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News



 Rankin County School District 
(RCSD) recently announced that The 
Spot Downtown, located at 223 Tam-
berline Street in Brandon, is now open. 
 The Spot Downtown, which opened 
on March 21, 2022, is described as a 
unique coffee and art shop, and it is also 
part of the Aspire Program. 
 The Spot Coffee Shop serves as an 
employment training lab for students 
in RCSD’s Special Education Transi-
tion Program. The Mississippi Council 
on Developmental Disabilities award-
ed RCSD a start up grant to improve 
students’ opportunities for competi-
tive employment through this working 
classroom in 2012. Now, The Spot con-
tinues to run through support from the 
district and community.
 The Aspire Program is a RCSD Tran-
sition Program, which offers commu-
nity-based instruction and vocational 
skills training to high school students 
with disabilities to support future tran-
sition to employment and adult living 
through hands-on activities and mean-
ingful, real-life experiences.
 The Spot Downtown will be open 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. till 2 
p.m.

April 20222

The Spot Downtown, part of RCSD Aspire Program
Special to Pelahatchie News
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PHS Archery team aimed to win

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Luke Cotnam, Archery coach, and the Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Archery Team competed in the 
South State Archery Tournament. The PHS Archery team won second place in their class. As a team, 
they shot over 200 points higher than last year and broke the 3100-point record with a total of 3107. 
PHS Archers include: Kaden Alverez; Melanie Ball; Sarah Bayliss; Colton Becker, Lawton Burnham; Ben 
Burnham; Dakota Butts; Adison Crosby; BB Crosby; Levi Goldmen; Amelia Griffin; Alexis Jordan; Fisher 
Liles; Kiersten Martin; Shaun McInnish; Sara Myers; Anthony Pasqua; Jacob Rogers; Cooper Scherer; 
Aiden Stewart; Jessie Stewart; Sam Till; Colton Varner and Deuce Ward.

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5815, TTY: 711
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Appliances Furnished  •  Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities  •  HUD Vouchers Accepted

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

PHS 2022 Prom King and Queen

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) celebrated the 2022 Junior and Senior Prom, Midnight in the Rose 
Garden, on March 26, at the school’s multi-purpose room. Pictured are: PHS Prom King and Queen, 
Kenner Doster (left) and Adlyn Till (right).
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This was the eleventh 
week of the 2022 Legis-
lative Session. Because 
it is late in the session, 

much of the week was spent deciding 
whether to concur with any changes 
made to House bills by the Senate or to 
invite conference on those bills.
 That process worked its way out in 
some very good news for Mississippi 
public school educators on Wednesday. 
The conferees on House Bill 530 held 
an open meeting to discuss the suggest-
ed changes made by the Senate mem-
bers after the House sent our version to 
them the Thursday before.
 Despite rumors of hard feelings and 
anger between the two chambers on 
this issue, those of us who attended 
that meeting saw nothing but friendly 
discussions with a solid agreement that 
every single member at the table wanted 
to get our teachers the best raise possi-
ble. And that’s what they did.
 The raises average about $5,000 be-
ginning in July with solid step increases 

through their careers. Later that after-
noon, both chambers signed off on the 
amended measure and filed them. We 
are expecting the House to vote to ap-
prove the conference report this week. 
It will then be 
sent to the Gov-
ernor.
 It is high time 
that our teachers 
were paid what 
they are worth 
to Mississippi. 
I am proud to 
have co-spon-
sored House 
Bill 530. After 
we get that is-
sue addressed, 
my colleagues 
and I intend to 
address other 
issues to im-
prove our public 
schools. Issues 
like teaching instead of testing, offer-
ing mental health services to students 
and teachers, and offering community 
schools in our rural areas.  Community 
schools exist to offer citizens a place to 
center their community life in addition 

to the daytime use of school buildings 
as classrooms.
 Importantly, we also introduced House 
Concurrent Resolution 77, condemning 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. HCR 

77 passed with a unanimous vote of 
118-0 and has been sent to the Senate. 
Every Representative asked to be listed 
as a co-sponsor on this bill.
 Friday was the deadline for the House 
to introduce local and private revenue 

bills, which offer municipalities and 
other areas the right to raise monies 
through bonds and other means. Gen-
eral local and private bills’ deadline for 
introduction is Friday, March 25.  This 
weekend will also be conference week-
end when the legislature will work to 
finalize the budget.
 I was proud to welcome the Mississippi 
Association of Educators to the Capitol 
on Wednesday. They were on the front 
row during the conference committee 
meeting that resulted in the signed and 
filed teacher pay raise reports.
 Two important musicians were honored 
by the House this week. On Wednesday, 
songwriter and Tupelo native Tommy 
Barnes visited the Capitol w/here he 
serenaded members with some original 
tunes. Thursday, the House was visit-
ed by Lynyrd Skynyrd guitarist Rickey 
Medlocke, who now resides in Olive 
Branch with his wife. The House pre-
sented Mr. Medlocke with House Reso-
lution 23, which commends him on his 
successful music career.
 Please make sure to watch my 
Facebook for daily updates as the
Session comes to a close, and feel 
free to reach out to me anytime at 
tmiles@house.ms.gov.

Legislative sessions: New teacher pay scale HB 530 
By Guest Columnist 
Rep. Tom Miles, State 
Representative from 
House District #75

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
New teacher pay scale for HB 530
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Blue Star Memorial Marker honors those who serve in U.S. Armed Services

Special to Pelahatchie News

 An unveiling ceremony for the Blue 
Star Memorial Marker was held at 2 
p.m. on Monday, March 7, 2022, on 

the grounds of the Mississippi State 
Capitol in Jackson Miss. The marker 
is a gift to the state of Mississippi from 
the Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc., 
and honors all men and women who 

serve in the United States Armed Ser-
vices.  
 The program took place on the North 
Lawn of the Mississippi State Capitol, 
with the unveiling on the northwest 

corner of the grounds.
 Deep South Garden Clubs are all of 
the Federated Garden Clubs in the 
states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Delbert Hoseman, Lieutenant Governor, and Philip Gunn, Speaker of the House of Representatives, were among those who attended the unveiling ceremony of the Blue Star Memorial Marker along with Deep 
South Garden Clubs, Inc. This Blue Star marker, which now resides at the Capitol, is “a tribute to the Armed Services who have defended the United States of America.”

Fast Fiber Internet is now a
reality for more of Rankin County

 TEC, a leading provider of fiber in-
ternet to rural communities, has com-
pleted its second project in the town of 
Pelahatchie. This project is the second 
of an estimated $96 million infrastruc-
ture investment to provide high-speed 
broadband access to central Mississip-
pi, which TEC expects to complete over 
the next six years. 
 The total project will provide Fast Fi-
ber Internet access to more than 23,000 
families and businesses in rural Missis-
sippi, allowing access to such services 
as distance education and telemedicine. 
TEC was one of 386 competing com-
panies in the November 2020, Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
auction, which awarded $9 billion 
for the provision of broadband inter-
net to unserved and underserved areas 
throughout the United States. TEC, 
with the assistance of the FCC, will be 
funding to build and deliver broadband 
access to Copiah, Covington, Jasper, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Newton, Rankin, 
Scott, Simpson, and Smith counties. 
 “I feel with this service that it will pro-
vide an opportunity for all our residents 
to have access to the internet,” states 

Mayor of Pelahatchie, Karl Vanhorn.  
 “For our students that have to use the 
internet than they will be able to com-
plete their required work faster and be 
able to learn better.” 
 “Southern Pine is very excited about 
the progress TEC is making to provide 
fast fiber internet to many of our rural 
members”, says Jan Collins Vice Pres-
ident of Communications and Govern-
ment Relations at Southern Pine Elec-
tric Co-op. “If you have not already 
done so, please visit their website to 
sign up when available in your area. 
The Power of Connection, working for 
you!”
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 The Mt. Carmel Missionary 
Baptist Church prayed and ded-
icated the church’s new parking 
lot “back to God.”   
 The lot started from grass, and 
now the church has an asphalt 
finished parking lot. 
 The church recognizes, “we can 
do nothing without our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Dedicating 
our parking lot and thanking so 
many upstanding men and wom-
en for their service and hard work 
in making sure it came to pass 
was a small act of love we could 
do.” 
 “It has truly been a long time in 
the making, and we have waited 
in anticipation for it to be com-
pleted. As Psalms 27:14 states, 
‘Wait on the Lord, be of good 
courage, he shall strengthen thine 
heart, wait I say on the Lord.’ It 
is truly an inspiration to be a part 
of a beautiful family such as Mt. 
Carmel Missionary Baptist Church.”
 The church asks that if anyone would 
like to join the church, please come by 
anytime. Service begins at 10:15 a.m. 
every Sunday. 

 On May 1, 2022, at 10:15 a.m., the 
church will celebrate Pastor Ronnie 
Brown Sr.’s anniversary.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Students win at regional science bowl

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pictured (l to r) are Will Price, Parker Martin, Cole Moudy, Brayden Whitney and Dylan Davis.

ERA wins at Raytheon Rube 
Goldberg Challenge Competition

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

ERA Physics II Class won 1st place at the 2022 Raytheon Rube Goldberg Challenge Competition. Pic-
tured (l to r) are Cole Moudy, Parker Martin, Colby Stewart, Will Price and Jonathan Lamberth.

 
 On February 12, East Rankin Acade-
my (ERA) science students competed in 
the Mississippi Regional Science Bowl 
hosted by the Mississippi University for 
Women, a tournament-style academic 
competition that challenges and recog-
nizes high school students’ knowledge 
of sciences and mathematics. Compe-
tition questions are selected random-
ly from disciplines such as astronomy, 
mathematics and physics. 
 ERA competed against 13 other high 
schools: Tupelo; Ocean Springs; Mis-
sissippi School for the Math and Scienc-

es (MSMS) Team II; Corinth; Oxford; 
and Madison Central.
 The ERA science team placed second, 
and a team from MSMS placed first.  
 Since the pandemic, the competition 
has been run in a virtual format, where, 
instead of competing in head-to-head 
matches, each team competes against 
all other teams, with a team’s total score 
determining whether or not they ad-
vance in the competition. 
 The winning team represents Missis-
sippi at the National Science Bowl com-
petition in Washington D.C. in June. 
2022 was the second year in a row that 
the competition has used this format.  

Special to Pelahatchie News

ERA Physics I Class won 2nd place at the 2022 Raytheon Rube Goldberg Challenge Competition. Pic-
tured (l to r) are0 Peyton Patrick, Max Gainey, Jonas Vining, Dylan Davis, and Judson Giordano.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pictured (l to r) are First Lady Demetra Brown and 
Pastor Ronnie Brown Sr.

Mt. Carmel parking lot dedication

 East Rankin Academy (ERA) won big at 

the Raytheon 2022 Rube Goldberg Chal-
lenge Competition, which is conducted as 
part of Raytheon’s Engineering Week.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Bayard Grillis, DVM
Rachel W. McCurdy, DVM

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR24 HOUR
601-502-3706601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

1186 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie
P E L A H A T C H I E M I S S I S S I P P I

Live & CookedLouisianaStyle CrawfishBegins Feb. 4th

Live & CookedLouisianaStyle CrawfishBegins Feb. 4th

Visit pelahatchienews.com/s/9/subscriptions for payment options. 

SUBSCRIBE
 518 Second Street • PO Box 943, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

OPEN FOR BUSINESS!!
Call & schedule your appointment today!

Professional Grooming - By Appointment Only

Love Out Loud with Ever Reaching Community Outreach 
 The Ever Reaching Community Out-
reach (ERCO) is hosting Love Out Loud 
at Yogi on the Lake. The event will take 
place on April 23, 2022, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 ERCO extends an invitation to stay for 
lunch. It will be provided at no charge. In 
fact, the entire event is free.
 Activities for participates include 
bounce houses, games, face-painting and 
more. 

 ERCO is a faith-based nonprofit that 
serves as a Mississippi Food Network 
food pantry; a donation center (with 
clothes, housewares, furniture and 
more); a network resource center work-
ing together with other ministries to meet 
needs; and a provider of hope sharing the 
message of hope and faith in Jesus Christ. 
(James 1:22)
 Contact 601-665-5720 or visit ERCO’s
website  at ERCO@everreaching.net for 
more information.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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PHS Character Trait Students for February 2022

Halyn Ables Branch Boyer Rylan Bradley Claire Burns Camden Coker Dawson Courtney Bradley Denton

Mason Doby Breanna Goggin Katie Belle Herrington Eastyn Holly Jesse Ingram Ava Keeton Britani Lee Lyla May

Hunter Sanders Bo Scruggs Shelby Tucker Gavin Upton Maci Kate Vanderford Demi Ward Raelynn Woods
Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) named the February 2022 Chiefs with Character Trait students of the month. The students who earned this honor are shown above. The character trait highlighted this month 
is “compassion.”

Avery McInnish

Johnathan Adams

www.priorityonebank.com
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Pelahatchie Girls Powerlifting 
advance to State competition

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Girls Powerlifting Team had two students competing at the Jackson 
Coliseum in Jackson, Miss. Collins Doster placed 3rd in her weight class, and JaLeah Ford also placed 
3rd in her weight class. Pictured (l to r) are: JaLeah Ford, sophomore; and Collins Doster, senior advance 
to State on Friday, April 1. 

Homeowners eagerly 
wait for spring to fire 
up their lawnmowers. 
By now you have had 
time to service your 
lawn mower and get the 

blades sharpened or replaced. Change 
your engine oil and filter. Clean oil and 
a fresh filter will increase the life of an 
engine.   
 Dull blades are not good on your grass 
and leave a ragged appearance. Good 
sharp blades cut the grass evenly and 
make less work for your lawnmower.
 Improper mowing heights is still a 
big problem. Scalping your grass is 
not healthy for your lawn. Be aware of 
different mowing heights for different 
types of grasses. Bermuda grass can 
stand being mowed at 1 inch, but St. 
Augustine can’t. St. Augustine should 
be mowed at 2 ½ to 3 inches. Improp-
er mowing height can unnecessarily 
stress grass and cause disease prob-
lems.
 When mowing, objects on the ground 
(for example- toys, rocks, debris, etc.) 
can become projectiles when struck by 
cutting blades. These objects can travel 

up to 200 miles per hour after leaving 
the discharge chute on a lawn mower.  
 Discharge chutes and openings are 
equipped with a protective guard or 
deflector to stop objects from becom-
ing projectiles. This can be the plastic 
flap or metal plate on a lawn mower or 
the chains on a rotary cutter. The guard 
should be maintained and kept in good 
condition to remain effective.

 A common and dangerous practice is 
tying up the deflector to increase grass 
flow from the mowers chute. This de-
feats the purpose of trying to reduce  a 
thrown projectile’s speed. Objects can 
still be thrown out of the discharge; 
however, the deflector will reduce the 
speed of the object and the distance the 
object will travel.  
 Follow these tips to avoid injury and 

property damage while mowing:
 1. Inspect the area to be mowed. 
Clear the work area as much as pos-
sible before you begin. Pick up sticks, 
rocks, wire and other debris before you 
begin to mow.
 2. Keep children and bystanders 
away from the area. If someone or a 
vehicle is passing by, turn the cutting 
blades off.
 3. Mow in a direction that blows 
discharge away from people, build-
ings, vehicles, and roadways. In ad-
dition to the obvious injuries to peo-
ple and possible broken windows & 
holes in siding from projectiles, grass 
clippings themselves can be a danger 
to motorcyclists, and bicycle riders. 
Glass clippings are often blown on and 
left on roadways, which is equivalent 
to ice in the road for motorcycle and 
bicycle tires. This could lead to seri-
ous injuries and even death for those 
involved.
 4. Shut off blade rotation when 
crossing a sidewalk, driveway or 
road. Also, always shut off blade ro-
tation when driving the equipment to 
another area that needs mowing.
 Source: Mississippi State University 
Extension Safety Newsletter, August 
2020, Leslie Woolington

By Doug Carter, Rankin 
County Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Lawn mower safety tips: Avoid injury and property damage

Special to Pelahatchie News
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Hinds CC holds second annual CARES Day volunteer event
 About 200 Hinds Community College 
employees volunteered March 11 at 13 
nonprofit sites in Jackson, Clinton, Vicks-
burg, Brandon, Utica and Pelahatchie as 
part of the second Hinds CARES Day.
 Volunteers once again cleaned, mopped 
and organized working space, among 
other tasks, for area agencies providing 
vital human services to a public with 
whom they were eager to work.
 “It’s important for us to be here because 
it helps the community,” said Vanessa 
Shiers, Adult Education Navigator at 
the Vicksburg-Warren Campus and vol-
unteer team leader at Good Shepherd 
Community Center in Vicksburg. “It’s 
great that Hinds gives us this opportu-
nity during our work day to give back 
to the community like this. This com-
munity center provides services people 
need – they have a food pantry, medical 
services and day care services for young 
children.”
 Increasing the college’s visibility as 
a source of help for organizations that 
help low-income families and all who 
struggle with food insecurity was on the 
minds of many volunteers.
 “Giving back is something I love to 
do,” Damien Thomas, Director of Stu-
dent Support Service at the Utica Cam-
pus and volunteer at Good Samaritan 
Center in Jackson. “When we come to-
gether, people see the bigger picture of 
what we want to do for the community.”
 Staff with the various nonprofits em-
phasized the need for human capital 
when it comes to helping others.
 “As a nonprofit, we don’t have a lot of 
staff,” said Sandra Cupstid, manager of 
the NUTS retail store at the Good Sa-
maritan Center. “So to have people come 
in, care and help us do what they do is 
a tremendous help to us. We couldn’t 
function as an organization without vol-
unteers.” 
 Volunteers also assisted at Vicksburg 
Family Development, on Monroe Street, 
where the youth-oriented program’s sen-

sitive client files were moved into safe, 
secure containers, among other clerical 
help provided by Hinds employees.
 “This is a social services agency pro-
viding mentoring services and parenting 
education,” said Felecia Jones, volun-
teer team leader at Vicksburg Family 
Development Service and Counselor at 
the Vicksburg-Warren Campus. “We’re 
helping them shred and sort papers, 
cleaning child seats, data entry and what-
ever else needs to be done.”
 Employees of Hinds 
also found ways to re-
motely extend appre-
ciation to those who 
work in assisted living 
facilities.
 “A big part of what 
we do at Hinds has to 
do with how we care 
about the communi-
ty. We are a commu-
nity college, so it’s 
only right that we do 
things that impact the 
community in a posi-
tive way,” said Latoya 
Clark-Horne, Instruc-
tional Technology 
Coordinator. She vol-
unteered with a group 
of staff who gathered 
at the CTL on the 
Raymond Campus to prepare and create 
items of thanks, such as snacks and cards 
of appreciation.
 “I just love the fact that Hinds is doing 
CARES day because it gives us the op-
portunity to go out and be a part of do-
ing those positive things while getting to 
know people in our community and just 
connect with them,” she said.
 At Lakeshore Park in Brandon, near the 
Ross Barnett Reservoir, volunteers beau-
tified a prime recreation outlet for thou-
sands of area families.
 “Community is defined in many dif-
ferent ways,” said Joy Rhoads, Director 
of the Honors Program at the Rankin 
Campus and volunteer team leader at the 

park. “Quite obviously, as a communi-
ty college, Hinds Community College 
should be leading the charge to support, 
engage, and foster the success of our 
community.”
 Friends of Utica teamed with employ-
ees with offices at the Utica Campus to 
beautify an area of town that included 
downtown Utica.
 “I’m out here because we work in the 
Utica community and I think it is very 
important to support the community that 

I work in,” said Sharon Alexander, Dean 
of Students at the Utica Campus and vol-
unteer at Friends of Utica. “It’s import-
ant we show the community we support 
them not only on campus but in their 
backyard.”
 Utica Mayor Kenneth Broome was 
more than delighted to welcome the 
Hinds volunteers to town.
 “It’s an honor to see everyone this 
morning,” Broome told the volunteers.  
“I thank you all for last year coming and 
coming back again this year. It just looks 
so good for the community. And I know 
a lot of people here don’t even live in our 
community but you are out here helping 
us and that is what I love about it.”

 Several retirees of the college also lent 
a hand to the second CARES Day effort.
 “Hinds cared for me for 35 years, so 
I certainly continue to care for Hinds,” 
said Beverly Fatherree, retired English 
instructor who volunteered with others 
at Mississippi Food Network in Jackson. 
“I’m so happy to help with this initia-
tive.”
 Some volunteers wanted to pay back a 
measure of gratitude to the college itself 
by helping out for the second time.
 “Both Hinds and the local community 
have given so much to me,” said Lee 
Douglas, Director of the Diesel Equip-
ment Technology program at Hinds and 
volunteer at YMCA in Clinton. “I volun-
teered today to try and give of some of 
that back.
 Rounding out the list of nonprofits 
participating included Shower Power in 
Jackson, Jackson Leadership Founda-
tion-Full Count Baseball Ministry, all 
in Jackson, Ever Reaching Community 
Center in Pelahatchie, the 4 C’s in Clin-
ton and YMCA locations in both Clinton 
and Flowood.
 “We really appreciate the time Hinds 
volunteers took out of their day to touch 
up the paint job on the soccer field and 
we look forward to working with them in 
the future,” said Sara Cothran, childcare 
director of the YMCA in Clinton.
 Patti Josey, Administrative Assistant at 
the Rankin Campus, noted the impact of 
the effort at Ever Reaching Community 
Outreach (ERCO).
 “It’s amazing people can show this 
much love to people who they don’t even 
know,” Josey said.
 Volunteer leaders looked to inspire their 
groups of fellow employees in the spirit 
of service.
 “Serving is caring,” said Jennifer 
Scott-Gilmore, Dean of Advisement, 
Disability Support Services and Student 
Engagement and volunteer team leader 
at the 4 C’s. “One of the things we try to 
do is bring a team who’s willing to serve 
in any capacity. It feels good to serve and 
give back to the community.
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Patti Josey (middle), Administrative Assistant at the Rankin Campus, pos-
es with other CARES Day volunteers at ERCO.
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Pelahatchie Elemen-
tary believes that a 
school’s success is not 
solely determined by 

its test scores. In fact, we consider the 
climate of the school and our students’ 
desire to be present both strong indica-
tors of a highly successful school. 
 We want our students to enjoy being in 
the classroom. Students who love school 
are more likely to be attentive and mo-
tivated to achieve. Instilling a love for 
school can leave a lasting impact on our 
students which will improve the effec-
tiveness of everything they do. 
 Attitude, enthusiasm, and drive jump-
start a desire for learning. It’s the joy 
of being in a classroom that leads to 
inspiration, exploration, and curiosity. 
Our staff members strive to embody a 
positive attitude that reflects their own 
love of learning. As a school, we value 
the relationships, the shared moments 
of discovery, and the sheer pleasure of 
teaching and learning something inter-
esting, all of which inspire our 
school’s success. 
 Staff members are expected to 
be well prepared each day, fo-
cusing on the needs of their stu-
dents. We celebrate the big and 
small moments in teaching and 
strive to create a learning expe-
rience that students love being 
a part of. In doing so, we hope 
to cultivate a love of learning. 
 We asked a few of our stu-
dents what they love about 
Pelahatchie Elementary.  
Here’s what they had to say: 
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause I love my teachers.” (Saylah 
Grant, Tedra Sirmon - PreK)
 • “I love getting to see my teachers and 
my classroom family.” (Kylie Davis, 
Mallory Parker - Kg)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause I love reading and reading books 
with my teacher.” (Kinleigh Amos, Mae-
gan Parker - Kg)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause every grade we are in we learn 
more and more.” – (Jerry McDaniel, 1st 
grade  - Jackie Stayton)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause the people are nice and the food is 
amazing.  I like the teachers who work 
here and teach us new things.” (Ava 
Keeton, Paige Tucker -  2nd Grade)
 • “I love everyone at Pelahatchie El-
ementary, like the teachers and the 
students. I love the food. The cafeteria 
workers do a great job!” (Sunnie Mc-
Crory, Paige Tucker - 2nd Grade)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause we get to do fun things while we 

learn and get to have fun at recess.” (DJ 
Lindsey, Regan Harrell - 3rd grade)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause all of my friends are here and I like 
the way the teachers make us feel wel-
come and are sweet to us!” (Alley Hud-
son, Jessica Shamburger, - 3rd grade)
 • “Something I like about the school 
is that the teachers care about us a lot! 
They give us whatever we need, when 
we need it. My teacher is the best teach-
er in the world. The teachers here love 
every kid with every part of their heart.” 
(Maddie Coleman, Adyson Crowe - 4th 
grade)
 • “My teacher always puts the students 
first. I have learned so much from this 
school. We do lots of crafts, tell jokes, 
and have fun. But when the time comes, 
we get serious. I am so proud to be 
from Pelahatchie Elementary.” Madison 
Charleston, Adyson Crowe - 4th grade)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause the teachers make teaching look 
easy, and they understand how we work. 
The principals make sure that we have a 
safe, bully-free school. Plus, our teachers 
take good care of us and are understand-
ing when we get questions wrong.” (Da-
vid Harrell, Cari England - 5th grade) 

 • “What I like about Pelahatchie Ele-
mentary is that my teachers really care 
for us because they truly do have hope 
in us. You can tell that they love us, and 
that’s why I love this school so much!” 
(Halyn Ables, Huntley Brewer - 5th 
grade)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause it feels like home. I love this school 
so much because of the people and all 
the care they show. I love the teachers 
because they support you so much, and 
they don't stop believing in you. This 
school feels like home.”- (Aidyn Hud-
son, Deanna Carpenter - 6th Grade)
 • “I love Pelahatchie Elementary be-
cause the teachers help me get smarter so 
I can become something in life. The peo-
ple here are very friendly and they will 
help you when you need it.” (Tadarius 
Collier, Deanna Carpenter - 6th Grade)
 Providing a loving and safe environ-
ment is always our goal and encourages 
the students at Pelahatchie Elementary 
to strive for success and make school a 
priority. Go Chiefs!  

By Guest Columnist 
Robin Sanders, 
Principal, Pelahatchie 
Elementary

Why loving school is a high priority
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This month, we will ob-
serve Easter, the most 
sacred of holidays for 
all those who follow 
Christ, for it is the cel-

ebration of His resurrection on that first 
Easter Sunday.  
 Today’s article is based on a short sto-
ry by Dr. Ralph Wilson. I hope you en-
joy it.
 As a butterfly soared overhead, one 
caterpillar said to the other, “You'll 
never get me up in one of those things.” 
Yet for every caterpillar, the time comes 
when the urge to eat and grow subsides 
and he instinctively begins to form a 
cocoon around himself. The cocoon is 
sealed, and you'd think for all the world 
that the caterpillar inside is dead.
 But one spring morning, the life inside 
the cocoon begins to writhe, the top 
cracks open, and a beautifully-formed 
butterfly emerges. For hours, it will 
stand stretching and drying its wings, 
moving them slowly up and down, up 
and down. And then, before you know 

it, the butterfly glides aloft, effortlessly 
riding the currents of the air, alighting 
on flower after gorgeous flower, as if to 
show off its vivid colors to the bright 
blossoms.
 Somehow, the miracle of the butterfly 
never loses its fascination for us. Per-
haps because the butterfly is a living 
parable of the promise of resurrection.
 On Easter Sunday morning, the disci-
ples saw Jesus' grave clothes lying on 
the cold slab where they had left his 
body, still wrapped round and round 

the corpse. Only, the corpse was gone, 
much like an empty cocoon deserted by 
a butterfly who has left to soar free. 
 “He is risen, as He said,” an angel told 
the incredulous disciples. Later that 
day, he appeared to the disciples, and 
then, over the course of the next few 
weeks, to as many as five hundred peo-
ple at one time. Even "Doubting Thom-
as" didn't doubt for long that Jesus was 
really risen from the dead.
 All of us have stood beside the casket 

of a relative or friend, saying goodbye 
to that loved one. Each time we do, we 
should consider our own mortality.  For 
one day, each one will be there, as loved 
ones and friends pass by to pay their re-
spects. As God’s Word states, “No one 
can avoid facing death.”
 But what do we Christians say in the 
face of death? There are many mys-
teries and many things we can’t know.  
But two things we know for sure. First, 
death is an enemy. It comes to steal 
away breath from those who are liv-
ing. But second, and more important, 
Jesus' resurrection from the grave is 
God's proof to us that death is not the 
end. 
 The empty tomb and Jesus' Spirit 
within us testify that Easter morning 
is God's triumph over death. And ul-
timately, as Jesus promised, God will 
raise from the dead all those who be-
lieve in His Son.
 So, on Easter Sunday, be sure to cel-
ebrate! Celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ from the tomb. And, celebrate 
the promise of eternal life for all those 
who trust Christ as their Savior!
 Be sure to take your family to church 
on Easter, and every Sunday!

Pastor's Perspective: Easter, the most sacred of holidays 
By Guest Columnist John 
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross 
Roads Baptist Church 
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NAME AGE CITY DOD ARRANGEMENTS

Bryan Charles Pratt Jr. 58 Lawrence 3/4/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Deborah Jean Gilbert 55 Morton 3/7/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Lee O. Jones 77 Scott County 3/7/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
James Archie Anderson 78 Lake 3/9/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Owen Kade Christian 8 Wks. Forest 3/11/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Carolyn Wadsworth 72 Pelahatchie 3/17/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Jerry Bates 60 Scott County 3/17/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Mary Johnson 92 Forest 3/19/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Dennis Jackson 74 Pelahatchie 3/24/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Mildred Ross Goodman 95 Rankin County 3/25/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
C. L. Derrick 81 Pulaski 3/26/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
Paulette Butler 75 Morton 3/26/2022 Wolf Funeral Home
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Ribbon-cutting ceremony for
Little Free Library

Muscadine Park, Thursday, April 7, 9:30 a.m.

Open House @ Library
National Library Week

Thursday, April 7, 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Adult Book Club
Wednesday, April 20, 11:00 a.m.

Discussing No! I Don’t Want to Join a Book Club
by Virginia Ironside

Visit the library online at www.cmrls.lib.ms.us to register.
Tina K. Mauney, Branch Manager, 601-854-8764

PELAHATCHIE LIBRARY
APRIL ACTIVITIES
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Tommy Rice Receives NMA Award for Country New Group of the Year

 New Music Awards has announced 
that Tommy Rice has won the 2022 
New Music Award (NMA) for Country 
New Group of the Year. 
 “I am beyond happy, and so blessed 
to accept this award,” Rice exclaimed. 
“Every song I write, I pray over it and 
ask God for his direction. I want listen-
ers to feel in my lyrics what real love 
is like. The best years of my life were 
the 21 years God blessed me with my 
wife, Deborah.”
 Rice gives all the credit to God 
first. Through him, Rice’s prayers 
were answered when he met Paul 
Loggins with Loggins Promotions.  
 “One could not be more blessed! Paul 
and his staff work relentlessly night 
and day to help make my music a suc-
cess. Paul and his staff are so kind and 
encouraging,” says Rice.
 Clay Mansell and Mansell Media 
have also partnered with Rice to help 
promote his music and book.
 “Clay and his staff have worked so 
hard for me, I couldn’t ask for more.” 
Rice says he would also like to thank 
his ENT Attorney, Jay Long for being 
a dear friend and being right by his 

side.
 “But to my voters, YOU made this 
possible! I have no words strong 
enough to express how much I appreci-
ate all your votes. Tears fill my eyes! I 
wish there was a way I could hug each 
and every one who voted to make this 
dream possible.” 
 Rice discovered his passion as a 
songwriter and author after losing his 
wife, Deborah, to an aggressive form 
of brain cancer. Throughout her battle, 
they kept God at the forefront, as they 
always did together. Three years later, 
God called her home. He joined a grief 
recovery class, where he was asked to 
write a short story of their fight with 
cancer. His short story became his first 
song. He compliments his music and 
his knowledge by writing a book about 
the struggles of love and life, all while 
continuing his path to mend a broken 
heart. 
 For more information, visit the Tom-
my Rice website at tommyricemusic.
com; facebook.com/tommyricemusic; 
instagram.com/tommyricemusic; or  
YouTube page - Tommy Rice.
 For additional information, con-
tact Tommy Rice at 601-750-5511 or 
TommyRice601@yahoo.com.
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Easter Egg Hunt at Muscadine Park

Gri�n Family
Medical Clinic

Mary Ann Gri�n, CFNP  •  Tracie Bass, LPN
Kim RisherKeli  • Robertson
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 The Town of Pelahatchie, Pelahatchie 
Volunteer Fire Department and Pela-
hatchie Baptist Church are hosting the 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 16, at 10 a.m.

 There won’t be just eggs to hunt for 
children aged zero months to 6th grade, 
there will also be games and prizes. And, 
it’s free. 
 The Easter Egg Hunt will be held at 
Muscadine Park, located at 714 2nd 
Street. 

Special to Pelahatchie News

Applications available for new 
Student Ambassador Program

 The Mississippi Secretary of State’s 
Office is seeking high school seniors 
with a passion for leadership and state 
government to apply for the agency’s 
newly-created Student Ambassador 
Program. The program aims to increase 
voter education and registration among 
youth and encourages 
students to engage in 
Mississippi civics. 
 Components of the 
program include a fall 
summit in Jackson fo-
cused on the state’s 
elections process; a 
spring summit in Jack-
son focused on the 
state’s legislative pro-
cess; virtual trainings 
and educational sessions with Secretary 
of State (SOS) representatives and vari-
ous government officials; and participa-
tion as a poll worker on Election Day.
 “The SOS Student Ambassador Pro-
gram is a great opportunity for young 
leaders to cultivate their affinity for pub-
lic service and expand leadership skills,” 
said Mississippi Secretary of State Mi-

chael Watson. “We are excited to take 
part in the development and growth of 
the next generation of Mississippians 
and look forward to providing a greater 
understanding of one of our greatest lib-
erties, the right to vote.”
 To be considered for the SOS Student 
Ambassador Program, students must be 
a high school senior during the 2022-

2023 academic year, 
have a Grade Point Av-
erage of 3.0 or above, 
have proven satisfacto-
ry behavioral conduct 
and exhibit a strong 
interest in state govern-
ment and service.
   The deadline to sub-
mit an application is 
May 15, 2022. Appli-
cations may be sub-

mitted via email to ExternalAffairs@
sos.ms.gov, hand-delivered, or mailed 
to the Secretary of State’s Office at 401 
Mississippi Street, Jackson, MS 39201 
to the attention of the External Affairs 
Division. For additional information, 
contact the External Affairs Division at 
ExternalAffairs@sos.ms.gov or 601-
359-4454.
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COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy protects babies, research finds

 
 
 Infants under 6 months of age whose 
mothers were vaccinated against 
COVID-19 have a 61 percent decreased 
risk of hospitalization from the virus, 
according to research involving the 
University of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter.
 The research, “Effectiveness of Mater-
nal Vaccination with mRNA COVID-19 
Vaccine During Pregnancy Against 
COVID-19–Associated Hospitalization 
in Infants Aged <6 Months — 17 States, 
July 2021–January 2022,” was featured 
recently in the Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report, a publication of the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.
 Dr. Charlotte Hobbs, professor of pe-
diatric infectious diseases at UMMC, 
was among the authors of the study, 
and is UMMC site principal investi-
gator for the Overcoming COVID-19 
network, a multi-center CDC-fund-
ed network. Hobbs’ research team at 
UMMC includes family medicine nurse 
practitioner and clinical lead for Hobbs’ 
team, Lora Martin, and project manager 
Lacy Malloch. Dr. April Palmer, chief 
of pediatric infectious diseases; and Dr. 

Roberto Santos, professor of pediatric 
infectious diseases; were also group au-
thors for this study.  
 “Participating in this study is exciting 
because of its findings,” Hobbs said. 
“We know that infants can suffer from 
severe disease with COVID, and this 
study is so important as it shows that 
mRNA vaccines protect babies of im-
munized moms from serious illness.”
 CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
tweeted about the research.  
 “I’m excited to share new evidence 
of the protective power of COVID-19 
vaccination for pregnant people and 
their babies,” Walensky said in a video 
shared on Twitter. “When people re-
ceive an mRNA COVID-19 vaccination 
during pregnancy, their bodies build an-
tibodies against COVID-19, and these 
antibodies pass from the mother to the 
developing baby.”
 “We know that COVID-19 illness can 
have serious effects during pregnancy, 
and we want both mothers and babies 
to be protected,” Walensky said. “Those 
who are pregnant, breastfeeding, try-
ing to become pregnant or may become 
pregnant in the future are strongly en-
couraged to get vaccinated.”
 Dr. Anita Henderson, president of the 
Mississippi Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, said the research 

shows how COVID-19 vaccination of 
pregnant mothers can give babies the 
added boost to their immune systems.
 “I have talked with many moms who 
delivered during the Omicron surge,” 
she said. “Moms who were vaccinat-
ed were thankful because their babies 
had added protection from maternal 
antibodies. I have, unfortunately, also 
recently admitted several babies to the 
hospital with COVID-19 during the 

Omicron surge. Those moms were un-
derstandably scared and worried for 
their babies.”
 “This study shows that among infants 
younger than 6 months hospitalized 
with COVID-19, 84 percent were born 
to mothers who were not vaccinated 
during pregnancy. This research shows 
how COVID-19 vaccination of preg-
nant mothers can give babies the best 
chance for a healthy start in life.”

By Annie Oeth, University of Mississippi 
Medical Center, Communications and 
Marketing 
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