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The Lord is my 

Shepherd. 
He knows what I need.

I shall not want for 
anything.

He makes me to lie down 
in pastures of green.
He leads me beside 

the quiet stream. 
He heals my soul 

on this path that I take
as He leads me to walk 

for His righteous name's sake.

So, maybe I walk 
through a valley today.

Well, it's just a shadow anyway!
I know You are with me, 

so I will not fear!
Your touch and Your voice 

I can feel and hear.
I will rest in the face 

of this enemy 
as the oil of Your 

presence pours over me.
Goodness and mercy 

shall run after me.
All of my days 

You will walk with me.

You are my house and 
You are my home.

Father,  know 
I am never alone.

You are my Shepherd. 
You know all my needs 

and I will rest in the 
strong arms that will carry me.
I will rest in the strong arms 

that will carry me.

Words and Music 
by Becky Brown
(With a little help 
from King David)
Copyright 2003

littlebrownlight ministries

January 2026 15

Need a Tree Removed?
Call the Folks Your Neighbors Call.

For years, we relied on Google to help customers �nd us.
Things at Google have changed, and we’re no longer showing up like we used to

so we’re going back to what works: the local newspaper.

If you have trees that need to be trimmed or removed 
at your home or business, we’d love the chance to help.
Couch Tree Service is a locally owned, family-run business. We show up, do the job right, and stand behind our work.

� Call today: 601-939-7335
� couchtree.com

Mention you saw this ad in the newspaper when you call for a special discount

A Little Brown Light: Christmas Day
By Guest Columnist 
Becky Brown

Special to 
SW Rankin News

/ Your Community. Your News. Your Paper.

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Maycee Fallin was named Richland High 
School’s November Character Trait Student 
of the Month. November’s character trait was 
Trust, “putting your confidence in someone 
you can depend on.” Fallin is an eighth-grade 
student, and her teachers describe her as “ex-
tremely trustworthy, dependable and respect-
ful. She consistently demonstrates integrity and 
earns the trust of both peers and staff.”

McKenzie Young was named Richland High 
School’s December Character Trait Student of 
the Month. December’s character trait was Joy, 
“finding a way to be happy even when things 
don’t go your way.” Young is a tenth-grade stu-
dent, and her teachers say “she is truly a joy to 
have in the classroom. Her positive spirit ex-
tends beyond the classroom and brightens our 
entire campus.”

Richland HS names Character 
Trait Students of the Month 
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EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

Serving Pearl and Rankin County for more than 30 years.

Home & Auto Insurance

O�ce: 3170 Hwy 80 E
Pearl, MS 39208
Contact: (601) 939-0102

Fax: (601) 936-9515
Aeaton9300@aol.com

Hours: Monday – Friday
8:30AM – 5:00PM

Rankin Junior Auxiliary holds 
40th Anniversary benefit gala 

This year is a historic milestone for the Junior Auxiliary of Rankin County as they celebrate "Forty Years 
of Love in Action." To commemorate this anniversary, they are hosting a 2026 Children’s Benefit Gala, 
"Hearts of Ruby," from 7 until 11 p.m. on February 21, 2026, at the Clyde Muse Center in Pearl. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Junior Auxiliary’s service projects for children throughout Rankin County.

The Junior Auxiliary of Rankin County was "putting love in action" the last two months of 2025 with a 
Winter Clothing Drive for the Kindness Closet and serving as Santa's Elves. 

The JA is dedicated to assisting families with a particular emphasis on children.

Photos special to SW Rankin News

/ Your Community. Your News. Your Paper.

SIGN-UP TODAY
TO JOIN OUR
   E-MAIL LIST!

THREE LOCAL PAPERS, ONE EMAIL NEWSLETTER
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Windows • Doors • Garage Doors • Fences

PREMIUM BRANDS YOU TRUST
   PELLA  •  JELD-WEN  •  ATRIUM

Vinyl - Fiberglass - Wood 
Made in the USA

⭐

⭐

UPGRADE
YOUR HOME

IN 2026 
UPGRADE

YOUR HOME
IN 2026 

Made in the USA

✔ LIFETIME WARRANTY  
✔ Special Financing Available (WAC)  
✔ Licensed • Bonded • Insured  

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!
   Schedule Your Measurement/Quote

☎ CALL Scott TODAY☎
601-730-0526

Special to SW Rankin News

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

Logan Patrick, a student at Florence High School, earned fi rst place in the Young Artisans Show 
hosted by the Mississippi Craftsmen’s Guild. The school posted that Patrick’s “talent, creativity, and 
dedication truly stood out among an impressive fi eld of student artists.” 

Fire Chief Todd Burkes, Josh Gray (center), and Assistant Chief Blake Ball.

Florence High School's Patrick
places fi rst in Young Artisans Show 

Gray named Pearl Firefi ghter of the Year 

Josh Gray was named the Pearl Fire 
Department 2025 Firefi ghter of the 
Year in December.
According to Fire Chief Todd Burkes, 

“Josh is a tremendous asset to our de-
partment. His work ethic, positive atti-
tude and commitment to giving his all 
every single day do not go unnoticed. 
That dedication is contagious and has a 
powerful impact on those around him.”

The honor is especially meaningful, 
as Gray was nominated and selected 
by his coworkers, an unmistakable tes-
tament to the respect and admiration 
he has earned within the Department’s 
ranks. He is noted for his strong work 
ethic and contagious positive attitude. 
The Pearl Fire Department has four 

fi re stations, fi fty-seven fi refi ghters and 
fi re offi  cers, twelve nationally regis-
tered paramedics, three nationally reg-
istered EMT-Advanced, and one nurse.

Special to SW Rankin News

/ Your Community. Your News. Your Paper.
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$400$400 INSTANT
CASH
REBATE

UP TO

5 MONTHS!

PAYMENTS UNITL
MAY 2026NO

5 Qts Hydro Fluid (Standard)

2 Hydro Filters (Standard)

Commercial Gold

$429.95*

Same as Silver, PLUS:

MOWMOW
NOWNOW
MOW
NOW

$104$104$104$104$104$104$104
PAYMENTS AS
LOW AS

PER
MONTH

INTEREST FOR
4 MONTHSNO

PAY
LATERLATER

PAY
LATER

Fuel Filter

Replace Air Filter

2 Spark Plugs

Replace Blades (Standard)

Lubricate All Grease Points

Inspect All Belts and Pulleys

Sharpen Old Blades (IF Able)

Residential Silver

$279.95*

Same as Bronze, PLUS:2 Qts Engine Oil

Engine Oil Filter

Tire Pressure Check

Clean and Re-install Air Filter

Sharpen Blades

Level Deck

Residential Bronze

$149.95*

Let our certified technicians give you the
peace of mind on servicing your Gravely or

Scag mower for the upcoming season.

Winter Service ProgramWinter Service Program

*Prices subject to change based on engine & transmission type.

Schedule your

mower ser�icing

Special to SW Rankin News

The Richland-Florence Garden Club at their December tour of the home of Deborah Tucker in Bran-
don. Front row (l to r) is pictured: Annajeral Knight, Becky Holley, Connie Snow and Susan Harrison; 
and back row: Perri Paul, Gaynell Ainsworth, Lynn Wynne, Rita Wigal and Debbie Knight.

Knobloch served as manager of
December 13 All-Star Football Game 

R-F Garden Club tours Tucker home 

On December 11, 2025, the Rich-
land-Florence Garden Club (RFGC) 
traveled to the home of Deborah Tuck-
er. They enjoyed seeing the creative 
ways she has decorated her home. 
Every room holds heirlooms and gor-
geous ornaments. Ornaments hung 
from many ceilings, and her yard was 

also so decorated. 
The RFGC ladies got a lot of ideas for 

their own homes and said they appreci-
ated Tucker allowing the club to come 
and see all of her handiwork. Each 
room in her home told a story about 
her family and the love for Christmas 
they have shared for years. They had 
delicious cookies, apple cider and a 
wonderful time.

By Guest Columnist Susan Harrison, 
Richland-Florence Garden Club

Pearl Pirate football player Jason Knobloch was selected to serve as a manager for the 39th Annual 
Mississippi-Alabama All-Star Football Game. This year’s contest took place at M.M. Roberts Stadi-
um on the campus of the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, on Saturday, December 
13, 2025.  Knobloch has been off ered a scholarship opportunity to continue his education and serve 
as a manager for the Wolfpack football team at Copiah-Lincoln Community College. 

/ Your Community. Your News. Your Paper.


