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Pearl HS Football

Special to SW Rankin News

Through forty years of
tireless commitment, Mike
Garren has captured gen-
erations of Pirate pride
and preserved the visual
history of Pearl football.
From the days of 16mm
film reels and Saturday
mornings spent develop-
ing footage at Mississip-
pi College to modern dig-
ital systems, Garren has been a constant presence
behind the camera for Pearl Football. His dedica-
tion to Pearl athletics was recognized statewide,
earning him the “Unsung Hero Award” from the
Jackson Touchdown Club in 1998, as well as a
Special Service Award from Coach John Perry
following Pearl’s state
championship season.

Playing under Coach
Bruce Merchant, Jona-
than Boone was a three-
year letterman in foot-
ball and served as team
captain, earning recog-
nition for his athletic
ability and character on

Hall ;f Fame inducts Class of 2025

and off the field. After high school, Boone
continued his football career at Hinds Com-
munity College, where he earned Second
Team All-State honors and was selected to the
Mississippi Junior College All-Star Team as a
middle linebacker. He went on to play Divi-
sion I football at the University of Cincinnati,
majoring in criminal justice while continuing
to excel on the field.

“Bell” Shoto earned a reputation as one of the

most physical and dependable linemen in Pi-
rate history. A three-year starter under Coach
Bruce Merchant, Shoto anchored the offen-
sive line while also excelling in track and field
under Coach Woody Barnette. His leadership
and toughness earned him multiple honors,
including First Team All-Metro, All-District,
All-State, and Team Captain distinctions. In
1998, Shoto represented
Pearl in the prestigious
Mississippi—Alabama
All-Star Football Game,
starting on the offensive
line and proudly show-
casing the strength of
Pearl’s program.

Following his high school
success, Shoto continued

his football and track career at Hinds Commu-
nity College, where he was recognized as Most
Improved Offensive Lineman, Most Valuable
Offensive Lineman, and earned All-JUCO
Track and Field honors. He later transferred to
Missouri Southern State University, continuing
to compete at a high level both athletically and
academically.

A model student-athlete
and leader, John Tyler
McLendon was a three-
sport standout at Pearl
High School, excelling
in football, baseball, and
powerlifting under Coach
John Perry. On the grid-
iron, McLendon earned
First Team All-District
honors in both 2008 and
2009, First Team All-State honors in 2009, and
was named All-Metro the same year.

Photos special to SW
Rankin News

Following graduation, McLendon continued
his academic and athletic career at Northwest-
ern State University, where he played football
and achieved a perfect 4.0 GPA, earning rec-
ognition as the 2010 Academic Freshman of
the Year and Capital One Academic All-Dis-
trict VI selection.
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A Little Brown nght: Restoration

By Guest Columnist
Becky Brown

Stir the still waters.
Blow a fresh wind

Burn in my heart
Your refiner’s fire.
Washing me deep
within.
Filling me once again.
Oh, Lord,
I’m asking you to
purify my heart
and make it Yours.

Special to
SW Rankin News

Where did I go?
Why did I hide
all of this pain

down deep inside?

I wanna be free!
Lord, help me to see!
I’m seeking Your face
and [ need Your grace.

There was no place to land.
Who would understand?
Father, I need Your mighty hand.
Flood my soul and let the waters flow.
Wherever You lead me, [ will go!
I need a touch from You
and I need a cleansing, too.
Lord, I give You every part of me!

right through my soul.

- December 1999
Words and Music
Brown and Boyanton
Little Brown Light Studio
New Orleans, Louisiana

As I typed these lyrics early this morn-
ing, the 2025 holidays are upon us.
November and December are the an-
nual days of drawing near to family
and friends in all sorts of settings. My
prayer for all of us in these precious
but seriously precarious days is that we
first make sure we individually draw
near to the One who created us for fel-
lowship with Him and with others. We
need each other, certainly. More than
anything or anyone else, we need HIM!
He is the glue that holds the whole uni-
verse together. Somehow, He manages
to keep me from implosion. Jesus is
better than cranberry sauce!!!

Special to SW Rankin News

Southern Lights opens Nov. 21

Special to SW Rankin News “This is the day where the magic

becomes real,” said Mississippi Mud
Monsters General Manager Andrew
Seymour. “It is the moment fami-
lies can circle their calendars, make
their plans, and know that when the
lights turn on in Pearl this Novem-
ber, they will be part of something
unforgettable.”

The Southern Lights
was designed to be wel-
coming, wonder- filled,
and within reach for
every family. Tickets
start at just $15 for ad-
vanced; day-of-admis-
sion are $18; train rides
are $3; and skating, $7.

For those looking to
Special to SW Rankin News gather around some-
thing even more mem-
orable, premium spaces
like the Farm Bureau Grill, party
decks, luxury suites, and the exclu-
sive VIP fire pits are waiting to host
holiday feasts, laughter and togeth-
erness beneath Mississippi’s brightest
lights.

For more information, visit the-
southernlightsms.com.

The Southern Lights opens No-
vember 21 and runs through early
January, 2026, at Trustmark Park in
Pearl. Tickets, premium packages
and sponsorship opportunities are
available now.

The wonderland will open on November 21. Tickets are available now.

Trustmark Park will glow brighter
than ever before, transformed into
a holiday village alive with mil-
lions of twinkling lights, radiant
tunnels of color, skating under the
stars, and fire pits, where the crack-
le of s’mores mixes with laughter
and song.
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