
Pelahatchie Mayor's Prayer Breakfast

 The Town of Pelahatchie and honored 
guests gathered for the 2022 Mayor's 
Breakfast on September 10. The breakfast 
was held at Pelahatchie Baptist Church.
 While guests and volunteers mingled, an 
abundant breakfast was prepared and set 
up by: Andy Johns, Gary Carpenter, Jer-
ry Norwood, John Randell Myers, Knox 
Ross, Jr., Eugene Pennington and Johnny 
Carter.

 The aroma of a southern breakfast was 
in the air while Rev. Spencer Sullivan de-
livered the invocation. After the prayer, 
while guests continued to stand, Eddie 
Jones led everyone in saying the Pledge 
of Allegiance and Brenda Sullivan sang 
the National Anthem. 
 Mayor Karl VanHorn welcomed and 
recognized elected offi  cials and City offi  -
cials: Diane Hill, Alderman Ward I; San-
dra Harvey, Alderman Ward 2; Margie 
Warren, Alderman Ward 3; James Harrell, 
Alderman Ward 4; Eddie Jones, Alder-
man at Large; Heather Pennypacker, City 
Clerk; Robert Mahaff ey, Police Chief and 
Michael Huff , Public Works.
 The guest speaker for this year's break-
fast was Judge Kent McDaniel. Judge 

McDaniel spoke about 'how the Bible 
says we should all try to get along, even if 
we have reasons to not get along.'
 Mayor Karl VanHorn expressed his grat-
itude, "I want to personally say thank you 
to everyone that came out this morning 
[sic] in support of our town and to sup-
port the Muscadine Jubilee. Thank you 
to all the sponsors and volunteers for this 
event. Without you, this event would not 
happen. Thank you to Brother Sullivan 
for allowing the Town of Pelahatchie the 
use of your fellowship hall," 
 Towards the end of the breakfast, door 
prizes were given to the winners, and the 
benediction prayer was said by Rev. Jerry  
Hamilton.
 The Town of Pelahatchie acknowledged 
the following for their contributions: Fair-
way Foods, Pelahatchie Baptist Church, 
Cooper Berry Farms, Rankin County 
Board of Supervisors, Rita Mashburn, 
Charles Lindsay, Another Broken Egg, 
Van's Deer Processing, The Percolator, 
Insurance Associates, Hunter Engineer-
ing, Leaffi  lter North, Representative Tom 
Miles, Rankin Quality Logistics, Inc., 
Pelahatchie Dental, Dickerson Petroleum, 
PriorityOne Bank, Crooked Creek Ani-
mal Hospital, Ross & Betts, Forest Ser-
vices, Multicraft International, Palmer & 
Slay, Rankin County Co-Op, Kim Banks, 
Magnolia Storm Shelter, LLC, Pump it 
Up, Double H Nutrition, LLC, Studio 
Hair & Tan, The Refuge Golf Course, 
Pelican Cove, Crooked Letter Kitchen 
and Mississippi Children's Museum.  

By Katie White

Guest Speaker Judge Kent McDaniel.Mayor Karl VanHorn with his wife, Felicia.

More photos from the
Mayor's Prayer Breakfast,

and Muscadine Jubilee
on pages 8 and 9.
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Ofc. Watson joins Pelahatchie Police 

Special to Pelahatchie News

Ofc. Alex Watson joins the Pelahatchie Police Department as a patrolman. Ofc. Watson has more 
than 12 years’ experience in law enforcement. He began his career as a dispatcher with the Pearl 
Police Department. Ofc. Watson was previously employed by the Flowood Police Department as 
a patrolman and a certifi ed K-9 handler.



 Offi  cials of the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation (NMSC®) announced 
the names of over 16,000 Semifi nalists 
in the 68th annual National Merit Schol-
arship Program. East Rankin Academy 
(ERA) students Dylan Davis and Max 
Gainey are among those who have at-
tained the honor. These academically 
talented high school seniors have an op-
portunity to continue in the competition 
for some 7,250 National Merit Scholar-
ships worth nearly $28 million that will 
be off ered next spring. To be considered 
for a Merit Scholarship® award, Semifi -
nalists must fulfi ll several requirements 
to advance to the Finalist level of the 
competition. About 95 percent of the 
Semifi nalists are expected to attain Fi-
nalist standing, and approximately half 
of the Finalists will win a National Mer-
it Scholarship, earning the Merit Schol-
ar® title.
 NMSC, a not-for-profi t organization 
that operates without government as-
sistance, was established in 1955 spe-
cifi cally to conduct the annual National 
Merit Scholarship Program. Scholar-
ships are underwritten by NMSC with 
its own funds and by approximately 340 
business organizations and higher edu-

cation institutions that share NMSC’s 
goals of honoring the nation’s scholastic 
champions and encouraging the pursuit 
of academic excellence.
 Steps in the 2023 Competition
 High school juniors entered the 2023 
National Merit Scholarship Program 
by taking the 2021 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served 
as an initial screen of program entrants. 
The nationwide pool of Semifi nalists, 
representing less than one percent of 
U.S. high school seniors, includes the 
highest-scoring entrants in each state. 
The number of Semifi nalists in a state is 
proportional to the state’s percentage of 
the national total of graduating seniors.
 To become a Finalist, the Semifi nalist 
and a high school offi  cial must submit 
a detailed scholarship application, in 
which they provide information about 
the Semifi nalist’s academic record, 
participation in school and communi-
ty activities, demonstrated leadership 
abilities, employment, and honors and 
awards received. A Semifi nalist must 
have an outstanding academic record 
throughout high school, be endorsed 
and recommended by a high school of-
fi cial, write an essay, and earn SAT® or 
ACT® scores that confi rm the student’s 

earlier performance on the qualifying 
test.
 From over 16,000 Semifi nalists, more 
than 15,000 are expected to advance to 
the Finalist level, and in February they 
will be notifi ed of this designation. All 
National Merit Scholarship winners will 

be selected from this group of Finalists. 
Merit Scholar designees are selected 
on the basis of their skills, accomplish-
ments, and potential for success in rig-
orous college studies, without regard to 
gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious 
preference.
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ERA students 2023 National Merit Scholarship Program Semi� nalists

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

ERA students Dylan Davis (left) and Max Gainey (right) have been named 2023 National Merit Semifi -
nalists. Davis and Gainey will continue through the 2023 National Merit Scholarship Program selection 
process as they compete to become 2023 National Merit Finalists.
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Holly White crowned Pelahatchie High School Homecoming Queen

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Homecoming Queen was crowned at halftime on Friday, September 16. Pictured (l to r) front row, are: Ring Bearer Jaiden Antoine and Flower Girl Maggie Harrell; back row: 
Assistant Principal Phillip Nelson, 2021 Homecoming Queen Collins Doster, 2022 Homecoming Queen Holly White, Scott White and PHS Principal Voncille Anderson. Holly White is the daughter of Scott and 
Delia White and Danette and Tommy Wallace.
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West speaks to Rankin County leaders,
law enforcement and o� enders

 Rankin and Madison District Attorney 
(DA) John K. Bramlett’s offi  ce spon-
sored multiple events on September 
20, 2022. The DA’s offi  ce brought in-
ternationally known speaker and author 
Damon West to share his story with di-
verse audiences across Rankin County.
 The morning began with West speak-
ing to a room full of Rankin County 
community leaders. Later he shared his 
message with law enforcement offi  cers 
from around the state who were attend-
ing the Blue to Gold Law Enforcement 
Training Conference sponsored by the 
DA’s Offi  ce, Rankin County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce, US Attorney’s Offi  ce, and other 
local businesses and leaders.
 During the afternoon, West spoke to 
participants in the District Attorney’s 
Pretrial Intervention Program before 
speaking to Twentieth Circuit Drug 
Court participants. He ended the day 
talking with trusties in the Rankin 
County Adult Detention Center.
 The inspirational story of his roll-
er-coaster life: having it all with great 
loving parents, being a D1 college start-
ing quarterback, working for a Presi-
dential Candidate and stockbroker, to 
living on the streets as a crystal meth 

addict and a burglar can relate across all 
sides of the law.
 West discussed his life as a ringlead-
er of burglary crimes in Dallas, Tex-
as, that left his victims out of tens of 
thousands of dollars and him with a life 
sentence of 65 years in a Texas max-
imum-security prison. When speak-
ing with law enforcement, he focused 
on how if they weren’t careful, their 
hearts would quickly harden because 
of their demanding jobs. When speak-
ing with those currently incarcerated 
in the Rankin County Adult Detention 
Center, he focused on how prison was 
not a punishment but rather an oppor-
tunity to better themselves before be-
ing released. Finally, he related to the 
inmates and talked about how he is on 
parole until 2073, so he too must fi ght 
his addiction daily, and he cannot make 
even one mistake that would lead him 
back to prison to fi nish serving his life 
sentence.
 Regardless of the audience, West left 
everyone with the same message that 
they should all live servant leadership 
lives. In addition, he encouraged every-
one to “Be A Coff ee Bean,” which is the 
lesson he learned in prison and carries 
out into the world today to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Damon West encourages Rankin County leaders, law enforcement and off enders to "Be A Coff ee Bean." 

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

The Coff ee Bean, co-authored by Jon Gordon and 
Damon West - "a simple lesson to create positive 
change."

Pictured (l to r) are: Author Damon West and John 
(Bubba) K. Bramlett, Rankin and Madison District 
Attorney.

Hinds CC o� ering online ACT test prep

 Hinds Community College is off er-
ing ACT basics test preparation online 
through December 17. The self-paced 
noncredit courses cost $50 for the ba-
sic course, $95 for English prep and 
$95 for the math prep.
 To register and pay for the courses 
go to hindscc.catalog.instructure.com/
browse/workforce
 The ACT Basics course is designed 
to help students improve their ACT 
scores by becoming familiar with the 
ACT test, test prep resources and strat-
egies to begin mastering ACT ques-
tions.
 The English prep course is designed 

to help strengthen the core grammati-
cal and semantic skills that are central 
to doing well on the English section of 
the ACT. Just as importantly, it helps 
with strategy, including insight on how 
the exam is structured and tips to use 
that structural knowledge to improve 
scores.
 The Math prep course off ers opportu-
nity to take a practice test, see which 
topic areas need the most assistance 
and practice lessons to help improve 
knowledge in those particular areas of 
mathematics through videos, explana-
tions and practice problems.
 For more information, contact Jenni-
fer Rodgers at 601-857-3789 or email 
Jennifer.rodgers@hindscc.edu.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Gri�n Family
Medical Clinic
Mary Ann Gri�n, CFNP 
Kim Risher
Keli Robertson

FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE!
Flu shots are covered by most insurance providers.

Cash or card also accepted.
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ERA athletes selected for pre-season
All-MAIS Cross Country Team

 Coaches and administrators at the Mid-
south Association of Independent Schools 
(MAIS) selected fi fteen cross country ath-
letes statewide to feature as the pre-sea-
son All-MAIS Cross Country Team.  
 East Rankin Academy (ERA) had three 
athletes named to the team to include:  
Leah Collipp, Audrey Mayatte and Emily 
Williams.
 Collipp is an eighth grader at ERA. 
Collipp is the daughter of Dr. David and 

Susan Collipp of Brandon. Her current 
cross-country records are a 19:45.38 5K 
and a 12:50.00 two mile.
 Mayatte is a sophomore at ERA. 
She is the daughter of Drs. Shaun and 
Claire Mayatte of Brandon. Her current 
cross-country records are a 20:37.22 5K 
and a 12:38.70 two mile.
 Williams is a freshman at ERA. She 
is the daughter of Johnathon and April 
Williams of Brandon. Her current 
cross-country records are a 20:30.93 5K 
and a 12:36.00 two mile.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Leah Collipp, eighth grade Audrey Mayatte, sophomore Emily Williams, freshman

Eighth-grade JROTC performs for � rst time

Special to Pelahatchie News

Prior to the Pelahatchie Junior High football game Tuesday night, September 21, for their fi rst time ever, 
the eighth-grade JROTC Color Guard marched on fi eld. A representative from Pelahatchie Schools said, 
"they did an excellent job representing their program and school." The eighth- grade JROTC includes: 
Right Guard Cadet PVT Jayla Davis, National Flag Cadet Private Richard Suddatt, State Flag Cadet PVT 
Natalie Hand, Army Flag Cadet PVT, Taleah White, Brigade Flag Cadet Private Rubyrae Elliott, and Color 
Guard Commander and Left Guard Cadet PVT Charlee Lamb; and JROTC Support: Cadet Major Aubrey 
Adcox, Cadet 1st Sergeant Jerry Merritt and Cadet Private Leighanna Merritt.
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“Sonny” Otis Lee 80 Morton 9/1/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
  Lloyd
Margret Jenkins 86 Morton 9/1/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Jessie Earl Miller 76 Pelahatchie 9/1/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Janette Alene Sessums 55 Wilmington DE 9/1/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Jimena Hernandez-Soto 0 Forest 9/1/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Catlyn Austin Myers 37 Jackson 9/4/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Edd Hershell “Toby”  73 Morton 9/6/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
  Porter
Jack Thomas 93 Forest 9/7/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Mary Killens Church 88 Madison 9/8/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Mose Robinson 47 Forest 9/12/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Harold Dewight Faulkner 70 Forest 9/15/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Emma Lee Ledlow May 97 Newton 9/19/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
Camron Lee Reid 28 Forest 9/22/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
William “Albert” Waters 62 Newton 9/29/2022 Wolf Funeral Services
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Pelahatchie, MS

www.crookedcreekanimal.com
Phone: 601-854-7808
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Crooked Creek Lodge
601-812-7012
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Crooked Creek Animal
Hospital, Inc.
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R EAL ESTATE AGENT
Whether you’re buying or selling,

I’m here to help you through every
step of the process.

CONTACT INFO
601-212-3418

endiab@yahoo.com
www.cparealty.com

MRP, C2EX

R EAL ESTATE AGENT
Whether you’re buying or selling,

I’m here to help you through every

CONTACT INFO

Pelahatchie PD purchases needed patrol vehicles

The Pelahatchie Police Department (PPD) recently purchased four patrol cars from the Missouri Police Department (MPD). MPD sells their vehicles when they reach 65,000 miles to other police departments. 
These vehicles were purchased with drug seized funds. More patrol offi  cers out patrolling will further assure safety in the Town of Pelahatchie and the nearby community. Pictured (l to r) are: Cpl. Joshua Hamp-
ton, Ofc. Ryan Edwards, Ofc. Garrett Irwin and Sgt. Jeremy Greer.

Photo by Pelahatchie News
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136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

769-252-0010

www.deepsouthtactical.com

DEEP SOUTH TACTICAL

CUSTOM BUILT 
PRECISION RIFLES PELAHATCHIE, MS

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

1186 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie
P E L A H A T C H I E M I S S I S S I P P I

Live & CookedLouisianaStyle CrawfishBegins Feb. 4th

Live & CookedLouisianaStyle CrawfishBegins Feb. 4th

1186 Hwy. 43 South  
P E L A H A T C H I E

Visit pelahatchienews.com/s/9/subscriptions for payment options. 

SUBSCRIBE

       
PELAHATCHIE LIBRARY OCTOBER ACTIVITIES

Birth to 12 Years - Fall and Halloween books are just waiting to be read. While there, pick up a Halloween-themed take-and-make craft 
and register for the candy giveaway.

CMRLS Libraries will be closed - Monday, October 10, for Columbus Day. Regular library hours will resume on Tuesday, October 11.

Teens - The library wants input on a meeting room they are “seriously contemplating.”  Join them for a snack and to talk about what 
teens want in an area all their own at Pelahatchie Public Library - Thursday, October 27, 5:30 p.m.

Adult Book Club - Wednesday, October 19, 11 a.m. Discussing Ann-Marie MacDonald's, Fall on Your Knees. This novel takes place in late 
19th and early 20th centuries and chronicles four  generations of the complex Piper Family. It is a story of “inescapable family bones, 
terrible secrets, and miracles.”

Hours of Operation: Monday - Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Thursday,12 p.m.; and Friday - Sunday, Closed

Visit the library
online at

cmrls.lib.ms.us.
Tina K. Mauney,

Branch Manager
601-854-8764
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Miles Flatt

MUSCADINE JUBILEEMUSCADINE JUBILEE
Attendees & Booths

Stomp

Stompers at the 2022 Muscadine Jubilee (l to r) are: WLBT 3 News Reporter Carmen Poe, Pela-
hatchie High School Principal Voncille Anderson, Judge Whitney Adams, Ofc. Bobbi Thomasson, 
96.3 Radio Host Nate West, Nita Gaines, Brian Rhodes and Judge Brad Mills. Brian Rhodes stomps muscadines.

Mayor VanHorn helps Voncille 
Anderson gets ready to stomp.

Rev. Spencer Sullivan prays at the start of the Mayor's 
Prayer Breakfast. 

Megan Hall and Heather Pennypacker helped take tickets 
at the door.

Brenda Sullivan sings the 
National Anthem after the 
invocation. 

Nita Gaines is the winner of the
Muscadine Stomp.

What event is complete without bouncy houses?

Members of the Backroads Reunion band include: Stacy Blackwell, lead singer/lead guitar; Ken Craft, lead singer/bass 
guitar; Amy Duke, lead singer/acoustic guitar; John Douglas, lead singer/keyboards; and Darrell Dean, drums.

John Andy Bowen, lead guitar and vocals

Jon Clark, lead vocals and frontman

Daniel Nolen, drums Jeremy Carroll, bass guitar

Tommy Sullivan got things going at the 
Muscadine Jubilee in the morning.

Mayor's Prayer
Breakfast

Backroads Reunion

Photo by Ashley Rhodes

Photo by Pelahatchie High School

Photo by Pelahatchie High School

Photo by Ashley Rhodes

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Photos by Pelahatchie News

Photos by Pelahatchie News

Photos by Pelahatchie News

Muscadines and muscadine wine was available for 
purchase.

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Miles Flatt band members include: Jon Clark, lead vocals/frontman; Charlie Granthem, lead guitar/vocals (not pictured); John Andy 
Bowen, lead guitar/vocals; Jeremy Carroll, bass guitar; and Daniel Nolen, drums.

Face painting fun was available for children and the young at heart.
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Fall Fish Fry time at WVFD
 Walters Volunteer Fire Department 
(WVFD) will be holding its annual Fall 
Fish Fry Fundraiser on Saturday, Oc-
tober 22, 4 to 7 p.m. The fi sh fry will 
be located at their station at 
125 Walters Rd., Pela-
hatchie. 
 The plates will con-
sist of US Farm raised 
catfi sh, hush puppies, 
fries and cole slaw. Eat 
in or carry out. Each fi sh 
plate is $13.
 WVFD was incorporat-
ed in the fall of 1991 as a 
non-profi t organization. Sta-
tion 1 is their primary station, 
and it is located in the Walters 
community. They have two ad-
ditional stations, one located on Hwy. 
43 South at Antioch, and one on Shiloh 
Rd. The WVFD is not a taxing district, 
so they rely on fundraisers such as the 
fi sh fry as a primary source of operating 

revenue.
 They have ten active members who 
are 100% volunteer. Six members are 
certifi ed through the Mississippi Fire 

Academy as either 1001 
or Certified Volunteer 
Fire Fighters. WVFD 

has one critical care para-
medic, two EMTs and 

one EMR. Typically, they 
receive 200 dispatches a 
year. Their response area
is currently rated as a 
Class 7 by the State Rat-
ing Bureau, which result
in savings on homeown-
ers' insurance.

   WVFD meets the fi rst 
and third Mondays of each 

month at 7 p.m. They need 
additional members and encourage 

anyone that would like to help serve 
their community to attend a meeting to 
learn more about the department. No 
experience is necessary. They will pro-
vide the training.

Special to Pelahatchie News

tober 22, 4 to 7 p.m. The fi sh fry will 
be located at their station at 

 WVFD was incorporat-
ed in the fall of 1991 as a 
non-profi t organization. Sta-
tion 1 is their primary station, 
and it is located in the Walters 

and third Mondays of each 
month at 7 p.m. They need 

EIDLs available for businesses 
impacted by Jackson water crisis

 Mississippi small businesses, small ag-
ricultural cooperatives, small aquaculture 
businesses and private nonprofi t orga-
nizations aff ected by the Jackson Water 
Crisis that began August 30, may apply 
for low-interest Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans (EIDLs) from the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA).
 Eligible applicants in the SBA’s de-
clared disaster area can apply for low-in-
terest disaster loans from the SBA. The 
declaration covers Hinds County and the 
adjacent counties of Claiborne, Copiah, 
Madison, Rankin, Simpson, Warren and 
Yazoo.
 “SBA’s mission-driven team stands 
ready to help small businesses and private 
nonprofi t organizations in Hinds County 
impacted by the Jackson Water Crisis,” 
said SBA Administrator Isabella Casillas 
Guzman. “We’re committed to providing 
federal disaster loans swiftly and effi  -
ciently, with a customer-centric approach 
to help businesses and communities re-
cover and rebuild.”
 “Needless to say, safe drinking water is 
a necessity, and the loss of this essential 
resource has resulted in devastating eco-
nomic impacts on the people and busi-
nesses of Jackson and surrounding com-
munities,” said Francisco Sanchez, Jr., 
Associate Administrator, Offi  ce of Disas-
ter Assistance, U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. “Those that have suff ered 
economic losses should fi nd comfort that 
the SBA is now ready to move rapidly to 

provide federal disaster assistance.”
 “For eligible applicants, the SBA off ers 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) 
to help meet working capital needs caused 
by the disaster,” said SBA’s Mississippi 
District Director Janita R. Stewart.
 Interest rates are 3.04 percent for busi-
nesses and 1.875 percent for nonprofi t or-
ganizations, with terms up to thirty years. 
Loan amounts and terms are set by the 
SBA and are based on each applicant’s 
fi nancial condition.
 Applicants may apply online using the 
Electronic Loan Application (ELA) via 
SBA’s secure website at DisasterLoanAs-
sistance.sba.gov/ela/s and should apply 
under SBA declaration # 17621, not for 
the COVID-19 incident.
 Disaster loan information and applica-
tion forms may also be obtained by call-
ing the SBA’s Customer Service Center 
at 800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the 
deaf and hard-of-hearing) or emailing Di-
sasterCustomerService@sba.gov. Loan 
applications may be downloaded at sba.
gov/disaster. Completed applications 
should be returned to the center or mailed 
to: U.S. Small Business Administration, 
Processing and Disbursement Center, 
14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 
76155.
 The fi ling deadline to return economic 
injury applications is June 14, 2023.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Many of us recognize 
the sounds of cicadas.  
Cicadas are known for 
their loud singing and 
the empty, tan husks they 
leave clinging to trees 

and structures as the nymphs emerge 
as adults. You may not know there are 
more than one species. In fact, there are 
around 20 species of annual cicadas in 
Mississippi, and we are home to three 
broods of 13-year cicadas, which vary 
considerably in size, appearance and 
especially sound. Sound is important to 
cicadas, because males use their songs 
to attract females of the same species. 
Next summer, pay attention to the ci-
cadas you hear singing in the summer 
months, and you will probably notice 
several diff erent songs.  
 The young cicadas are known as 
nymphs, and they feed on the roots of 
trees, quietly underground for years. 
These nymphs emerge through half-inch 
holes in the ground, shed their nymphal 
skins and become adults to mate and lay 
eggs.
 Individual cicadas singing can be rath-
er loud, however, population's densities 

can exceed one million cicadas per acre, 
and the combined songs of this many 
cicadas can have an eff ect on outdoor 
conversations and activities.
 In Mississippi, annual cicadas begin 
appearing in June. Some live in pine 
forests, while other species make their 
home in hardwood forests.
 The nymphs of cicadas suck the sap 
from tree roots, which may weaken 
young trees, but annual cicadas are rare-
ly numerous enough to cause substantial 
damage. The adult cicadas make slits in 
small branches of trees in which the fe-
males lay eggs. The extra weight some-
times will cause the branches to hang 
down and break.  
 Source: Bug’s Eye View Newsletter, 
Mississippi State University Extension, 
April 2021.

By Doug Carter, Rankin 
County Extension Agent
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The cicadas in Mississippi

Cicada

7TH ANNUAL
RANKIN COUNTY BUCKING BRONC BASH

Sunday, October 9, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
8 miles North of Pelahatchie on Highway 43 – RAIN OR SHINE

122 Justin Dr., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

THE BENEFIT RODEO FEATURES
10 Bareback Riders • 10 Saddle Bronc Riders • 10 Barrel Racers • 20 Bull Riders

Like Us On Facebook @RCBBB

FUNDRAISER FOR LEESBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT AND EVER REACHING COMMUNITY OUTREACH (ERCO)
$12 Admission – Kids 10 & Under FREE – KID’S ZONE

Sponsored by Pelahatchie News

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5814, TTY: 711
OFFICE HOURS:

Wednesday & Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Appliances Furnished  •  Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities  •  HUD Vouchers Accepted

For more information or to place an application call the office 
number listed above or come by the office during office hours.

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

Trail of Terror at Yogi Bear
 Yogi Bear on the Lake in Pelahatchie has held a 
scary themed trail for years. Yogi Bear and the rest 
are ready to scare on their Trail of Terror on October 
1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. Call 601-854-6621 for more scary 
details.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Gilliam named Miss Muscadine Queen

 Pelahatchie High School 
(PHS) student Maggi Gil-
liam was named 2022 Miss 
Muscadine Queen. Gilliam 
was crowned at the Musca-
dine Pageant. The pageant 
took place on September 
11 at the Pelahatchie At-
tendance Center auditori-
um. Participants needed to 
be 0-16 years of age.
 Gilliam is the daughter 
of Jay and Renee Gilliam 
of Pelahatchie. She is a ju-
nior honors student with a 
4.0 GPA. Athletically, she 
plays for the Lady Chiefs 
varsity volleyball team and 
powerlifting team, and she 
is also a PHS cheerlead-
er and soccer player. She 
is a member of the Future 
Farmers of America, where 
she serves as the Secretary 
for the Senior Team. She is 
in the BETA club, as well. 
Her plans are to attend 
college to become a nurse 
anesthetist. 

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photo by Pelahatchie High School

Maggie Gilliam, student at PHS and 2022 Miss Muscadine Queen.

 The Town of Pela-
hatchie will host a 
Trunk or Treat event 
on Halloween, Oc-
tober 31, 6 to 9 p.m., 
located at Muscadine 
Park.  
 Trunk or Treat at-
tendees, and their 
pets, may participate 
in a costume contest. 
There will also be a 
best pumpkin carving 
and best decorated 
trunk contest.
 Contact City Hall at 
601-854-5224 for a 
trunk (vehicle) spot. 
The Town will also be 
accepting candy dona-
tions. Donated candy 
should be dropped off  
at Pelahatchie City 
Hall. 

Special to Pelahatchie
News

Town of Pelahatchie to get 
spooky at Muscadine Park

Special to Pelahatchie News



��������������

I was listening to a talk 
radio station a few days 
ago and heard a con-
versation that was a bit 
disturbing to me. I don’t 

know who the two men were who were 
having the conversation, but one was 
the radio host, and I assume the guest 
had something to do with the gambling 
industry in Mississippi.  
 For full disclosure, let me tell you up 
front that I don’t gamble. (Except when 
I try to walk on my road when people 
are going to work. That’s a gamble!)   
But when I was growing up, my Pastor 
at the time taught me that gambling was 
wrong. I believed him, and I made it a 
practice to not gamble. In fact, I don’t 
buy raffl  e tickets, because I learned 
from my Pastor that a raffl  e is gambling.  
After all, you are buying “a chance” to 
win a prize. Now, if a kid I know asks 
me to buy a raffl  e ticket, I’ll give him a 
donation, but I just don’t take the ticket.  
 I don’t make it a practice to beat up on 
people who do gamble, but I have sat in 
my offi  ce or in someone’s living room 
and listened to people tell me about los-

ing their paycheck at the 
dog track or at the casino. 
And yes, I’ve heard that 
story more than once. And 
I’ve helped individuals 
pay a bill because they lost 
all their money gambling. 
So I don’t gamble. It’s a 
personal conviction that 
I learned early in life, 
and I don’t see any reason 
to change it late in life.  
 Now, that being said, 
back to the conversation I 
heard on the radio. It was 
about “sports betting” in 
Mississippi. That is, betting on which 
team will win ball games. Because I 
don’t gamble, I didn’t understand all of 
the terminology that they were using, 
but here is the comment that caught my 
attention.
 The guest, who again, I believe was 
a State offi  cial in the gambling indus-
try in Mississippi, was describing the 
practice of sports betting. His comment 
went something like this, “Actually, the 
way the betting is being done is techni-
cally against the law. But the practice is 
so widespread that the law is not being 
enforced. It will be up to the Legislature 
to change the law to bring it up to the 

current practice.”  
 In other words, because nobody is fol-
lowing the law, it needs to be changed 
so that what is commonly being prac-
ticed will no longer be against the law.  
So, I guess, if you don’t like the law and 
the standard it sets, just change the law!  
 The sad thought occurred to me that 
there are a lot of people, a lot of church 
members, a lot of professing Christians, 
who don’t seem to like the standards that 
God has set in His word. And the com-
mon practice in our day seems to be, if 
you don’t like the standard that God has 
set, just ignore it and do what you want 
to do. That attitude says to God, “Your 
commandments and rules are old fash-

ioned and need to be brought up to cur-
rent popular standards and practice.”   
 That line of thinking can be applied to 
any number of things. Just read the Ten 
Commandments and think about how 
many of them are honored (or dishon-
ored) today:   
  Don’t let anything take the place  
  of God in your life.
  Don’t have idols in your life. 
  Don’t misuse the name of the Lord.  
  The Lord’s Day is Holy, respect it. 
  Honor your parents. 
  Don’t murder (think “abortion”). 
  Don’t commit adultery. 
 Don’t steal.  
  Don’t tell lies about other people.
  Don’t wish you had things that 
  belong to others. 

 Wow, what a bunch of outdated rules 
and regulations. If we follow the logic of 
the gambling industry, we need to bring 
those up to date, so that God’s Word re-
fl ects the common practice of our day! 
Or, maybe we need to humble ourselves 
and pray and seek the Lord’s face and 
turn from our sin, so that the Lord will 
hear us from heaven and forgive our sin 
and heal our land.  
 Be sure to take your family to church 
on Sunday!

Pastor's Perspective: Seek the Lord and turn from sin 
By Guest Columnist John 
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross 
Roads Baptist Church 

Special to 
Pelahatchie News
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MREC License # S-41812
MREC Brokerage License # 20841

Megan Hall
601-540-4084 Cell
601-427-5088 O�ce

"More homes sold
in Pelahatchie than
any other agent."
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Pelahatchie Chiefs August student and teacher awards

Carter Edwards, 7th grade Colton Becker, 8th grade

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Baelah Belle Crosby, 9th grade Tyler Pasqua, 10th grade

Tammie Bright (right) is pictured here with PHS Principal Voncille Anderson 
(left). Bright received the August PHS Teacher of Innovation award.

Rylee Watson, 9th grade

Addison Archie, 11th grade Madi Holmes,12th grade

This year, the Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Student Athlete of the Month is 
sponsored by Brick House Fitness. Maddie Grace Walters received the Athlete 
of the Month award for August. Pictured (l to r) are: Math/CTE Teacher and 
Head Volleyball Coach Nikki Nutt, Maddie Grace Walters, Brick House Fitness 
representative Bailey Tullos and Athletic Director Ryan Keeton.

Jacob Buckner, 10th grade

Jacob Harvey, 7th grade SaMarion Grant, 8th grade

Jimmy Holifi eld, 11th grade Mackenzie White, 12th grade

Academic Achievement Awards Chieftain Awards

ERA brought the circus to Town

Photos by Pelahatchie News

East Rankin Academy (ERA) celebrated Homecoming 2022 with a circus parade on September 23. 
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

DIVORCE
No fault/No kids

$600 $37 Attorneys fees   $313 Court fee
$50 Credit Counseling 

$400 to file

601.759.5043
1102 Second St.

Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Mon-Thur 11;00am to 9:30pm
Friday-Sat 11:00am to 10:00pm

Sunday 11:00 to 9:30pmH
O

U
RS

:

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002

 The seventh annual Rankin County 
Bucking Bronc Bash is set for 2 p.m. 
Sunday, October 9, at 122 Justin Drive, 
eight miles north of Pelahatchie off  of 
Highway 43. Funds raised benefi t the 
Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department 
and the Ever Reaching Communi-
ty Outreach (ERCO). Approximately 
$12,000 has been raised for charity in 
the six years of the event.
 There will be bareback riding, saddle 
bronc riding, barrel racing, bull riding 
and some surprise audience-participat-
ing ranch rodeo events, according to 
Event Organizer Cole Bilbro, a local 
rodeo star.
 Bilbro said that this year the event ven-
ue will be surrounded by cotton, so at-
tendees can bring the Bilbro family and 
take photos in the cotton fi eld.
 Gates open at 1 p.m. Admission is $10 
for adults, and those under fi ve are free. 
There will also be a concession stand. 
There are bleachers, but attendees can 
bring chairs and tents.
 For more information or to sponsor the 
event, contact Bilbro at 601-826-2535. 
Like Rankin County Bucking Bronc 
Bash on Facebook @RCBB.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by Natasha Childers

The seventh annual Rankin County Bucking Bronc Bash raises money for local non-profi t ERCO as well as the Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department. Approx-
imately $12,000 has been raised for charity in the six years of the event.

7th Annual Bucking Bronc Bash on October 9
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In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and 
State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. 
We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been des-
ignated to handle inquiries regarding  these policies: 

EEOC Compliance: Marquise Kessee, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3458 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu.
Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator , Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

JACKSON-Academic-Technical Center  |  JACKSON-Nursing/Allied Health Center  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

hindscc.edu/success

Hinds Community College is 
committed to moving people

and communities forward
by helping develop their purpose,

passion and profession.

One College – Six Locations
Countless Career Opportunities!

Discover YOUR pathway forward!
SCHEDULE A TOUR

REGISTER FOR CLASSES

 The Mississippi State Fairgrounds an-
nounced the entertainment lineup along 
with new attractions, including the Great 
American Wild West Show, for its largest 
annual event, the Mississippi State Fair. 
The 163rd Mississippi State Fair will 
take place on October 6 through 16 at the 
Mississippi State Fairgrounds. This year, 
the Fair will kick off  with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony open to the public at 11 
a.m. on October 6, at Gate 1 on the cor-
ner of Jeff erson Street and Amite Street.
 “I look forward to welcoming the pub-
lic to the 163rd Mississippi State Fair on 
October 6. The State Fair continues to 
grow each year incorporating new ac-
tivities for 11 days of fun-fi lled, family 
entertainment,” said Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Commerce Andy Gip-
son. “I am excited to announce the new-
est addition to your State Fair - the Great 
American Wild West Show. The Great 
American Wild West Show is a high en-
ergy, exciting and entertaining western 
show. For more than 25 years, the End-
sley Family has brought to life the pag-
eantry and excitement of the American 
West. Just as Buff alo Bill took the ‘Wild 
West’ to the masses, the Endsley Family 
has brought the ‘Great American Wild 
West’ to life. This show travels around 

the country performing at numerous 
State Fairs, and we are excited to be a 
part of their journey.”
 The Great American Wild West Show 
will take place daily at 5:30 p.m. and 7:15 
p.m., with ad-
ditional per-
formances at 
2 p.m. during 
the weekend. 
The Show 
will be located 
in the Missis-
sippi Frontier 
Village with 
the pig races, 
petting zoo, 
pony rides, 
train depot, 
r a t t l e snake 
show and oth-
er activities.
 Four nation-
ally recog-
nized artists 
will perform 
on the Bud-
weiser Main 
Stage: Scotty McCreery, B.o.B., Mid-
night Star and Bobby Rush. Admission 
to the concerts is free with regular fair 
admission. Local artists and bands will 
perform on the Main Stage throughout 

the duration of the Fair.
 The Mississippi State Fair Talent Show 
is making a comeback at the 2022 State 
Fair. The Talent Show takes place Oc-
tober 7 and 8, at 6 p.m. in the Colise-

um. New this 
year is the 
2022 Little 
Miss Missis-
sippi State 
Fair beauty 
pageant tak-
ing place Oc-
tober 9, at 9 
a.m.
 Fairgoers can 
continue to 
expect the 
best of carni-
val rides and 
games, fair 
food, live-
stock shows 
and the Zerbi-
ni Family Cir-
cus. The Ag 
Expo with the 
Genuine MS®

Store will be located inside of the Trade 
Mart. Returning to the Equine Center on 
the fi rst weekend of the State Fair is the 
X-Treme Bull Riding Fall Nationals and 
the Tri State Rodeo.

 “Our staff  works year-round to pro-
duce a great Mississippi State Fair,” 
said Michael Lasseter, Executive Di-
rector of the Mississippi Fairgrounds 
Complex.
 “This year, we have worked diligent-
ly to not only produce a great and safe 
State Fair, but to also present a new 
website to make keeping up with the 
Fairgrounds easier and more conve-
nient. Also, we have created a new Ins-
tagram account that will keep everyone 
up to date with all the events happening 
on the Fairgrounds, including the up-
coming 163rd Mississippi State Fair.”
 To keep the public informed on all 
the latest updates and information for 
events happening on the fairgrounds, 
the Mississippi Department of Agri-
culture and Commerce (MDAC) has 
launched a new website at www.mis-
sissippifairgrounds.com and Instagram 
page at @MississippiFairgrounds for 
the Mississippi State Fairgrounds.
 The admission price is $5 per person 
and parking fee is $5 per car. Children 
aged six and under will be admitted 
free of charge. The public can pur-
chase advance admission tickets at the 
Coliseum Box Offi  ce until 11 a.m. on 
October 6. Enjoy free admission every 
weekday from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., ex-
cept on October 10, Columbus Day.

Entertainment announced for the 163rd Mississippi State Fair
Special to Pelahatchie News
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The Great American Wild West Show is an attraction at the 
163rd Mississippi State Fair. 


