
After serving the students and 
families of the Pearl Public School 
District (PPSD) for sixteen years, 
Superintendent Dr. Ray Morgigno 
has announced his retirement at the 
end of the 2021-2022 school year.

Reflecting on his legacy, Dr. Mor-
gigno says that he is most proud that 
“we’ve be able to increase our grad-
uation rate from the seventies to the 
nineties; our dropout rates are down 
to four percent; and our SPED grad-
uation rate has gone way up. We’ve 
been able to [make incredible] im-
provements through the years.”

Without skipping a beat, Morgig-
no says that his pride is not just con-
fined to academic accomplishments, 
but athletics as well. 

“[It was a] proud moment becom-
ing an A district for the first time in 
the 2017-2018 school year, while 
winning our first 6A Football State 

Championship that same year. See-
ing the pride in our community and 
everyone coming together to sup-
port our kids was a great memory.”

In addition to the many respon-
sibilities he shouldered as superin-
tendent, Morgigno was also able to 
represent the Pearl Public School 
District by serving nine years as a 
member of the Mississippi High 
School Activities Association Ex-
ecutive Committee, as the president 
of the Mississippi Association of 
School Administrators, as a mem-
ber of the Governing Board of the 
American Association of School 
Administrators, as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Mississip-
pi Association of School Superin-
tendents, and on the State Superin-
tendents’ Advisory Council.

Morgigno says he is humbled by 
the weight of the responsibility of 
his many roles. 

“I have been very fortunate to be 
able to represent Pearl here locally 
and statewide - and even on a region-
al and national level… [It’s] been a 
great honor to be able to do that.”

All in all, Morgigno leaves PPSD 
in good standing – each school rep-
resented by the district is very well 
respected. It is “[an accomplish-
ment] I take very personal, because 
this is my home school district.”

Morgigno says retirement will be 
bittersweet. Although he will great-
ly miss his “second family,” he says 
he is confident and excited about the 
new leadership. Chris Chism, cur-
rently in his seventh year as princi-
pal of Pearl High School, has been 
named the next PPSD Superinten-
dent, beginning in the 2022-2023 
s c h o o l year. 

Morgigno’s last day is June 30. 
“I  have basically just been blessed to 

be a Pearl kid that got to come home 
and lead his home high school and 
home school district. I hope that his-
tory will [reflect] that we did a good 
job.” 

An end of an era: Superintendent Morgigno retires
By Alexa Haik

The City of Pearl will celebrate 
springtime with numerous events 
during the month of April. For start-
ers, the Mayor's Easter Egg Hunt 
will be held Saturday, April 16, at 10 
a.m. This year's hunt will take place 
in the City Hall Complex 
located behind the Pearl 
Public Library at 2420 Old 
Brandon Road. Fun activi-
ties and games will be pro-
vided by local churches. 
There will also be special 
golden eggs for each age 
group. All kids, ages zero 
to nine-years-old, are wel-

come to take part.
On Friday, April 22, the 

City of Pearl will celebrate 
Earth Day at Kroger on 
Highway 80, from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Residents are 
invited to bring unwanted 
electronics and paper docu-

ments for 
disposal. All pa-
per documents 
will be shredded 
at no cost. Elec-
tronic devices 
will also be ac-
cepted for re-
cycling, includ-
ing computers, 

monitors, keyboards, laptops, 
desktop copiers, full size 
copiers, fax machines, 
radios, cell phones, elec-
tronic games, scanners, 
stereos and televisions. 
There is a $20 fee for 

televisions, a $10 fee for 
the old box style comput-

er monitors, and a $3 fee for flat 
screen monitors. 

For more information about Earth 
Day, contact the Pearl Chamber of 
Commerce at 601-939-3338.

The Pearl Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast is scheduled to follow 
on Friday, April 29, at 8 a.m. in 
the Pearl Community Room, locat-

ed at 2420 Old 
Brandon Road 
in Pearl. The 
guest speaker for 
the breakfast is 
Sean Tindell, the 
Commissioner 
for the Missis-
sippi Depart-
ment of Public 
Safety. Tickets are on sale for $5 
per person and may be purchased 
at Pearl City Hall, Pearl Chamber 
of Commerce or Pearl Senior Cen-
ter. For more information about 
the Mayor’s Easter Egg Hunt and 
Prayer Breakfast, visit the City of 
Pearl website at: 
www.cityofpearl.com.

Special to The Pearl News

City of Pearl announces springtime events
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Future Rangers soccer camp open to local youth

“Welty,” an exhibit featuring 
photographs by Eudora Welty, is 
a collection of fourteen photo-
graphs selected from over 1,200 
Welty negatives on file in the 
Mississippi Department of Ar-
chives and History. The use of 
Welty’s fiction makes this a lit-
erary, as well as a photographic, 
exhibition. It is an opportunity to 
see how a single sensibility uses 
two media of expression. 

During the 1930s, Eudora Wel-
ty traveled over her native state 
of Mississippi as publicist for the 
Works Progress Administration 
(WPA), photographing scenes 

and people that interest-
ed her. A few years 
later, her writing 
career was well-
launched, and 
her camera put 
away. It was 
not until the 
1970s that 
the photo-
graphs were 
e x a m i n e d 
for their re-
lationship to 
Welty’s writ-
ings. 

The juxtaposition 
of photographs-to-text 

offers a rare insight into 
the process of cre-

ativity. The scenes 
that caught the 

photographer’s 
eye were imag-
es that settled 
into her being 
and became 
a source of 
her literary 
art. Through 
the alchemy 

of Welty’s ge-
nius and vision, 

the images were 
transformed into 

lush passages of fiction. 
The public is invited to view the 

exhibit at the Richland Library on 
370 Scarbrough Street. Admis-
sion is free.

“Welty” will be open to the 
public through Wednesday, May 
18, on the following schedule: 
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Fridays and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For additional information, con-
tact Stephanie Ward with the City 
of Richland, at 601-420-1530 or 
sward@richlandms.com.

Looking for a fun, active, and ath-
letic place for a child to learn soccer? 

The Future Rangers soccer camp 
will be held Monday, April 18, and 
Tuesday, April 19, at the Richland 
Community soccer fields from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m. 

The camp is open to boys and girls 
ages four through twelve, of any 
skill level. 

Soccer fundamentals, skills and 
tactics will be taught through fun 
training sessions and games (age-ap-
propriate small-sided games). Camp-
ers will be divided by age, and ad-
justments will be made for ability 
level, so that all campers are chal-

lenged within their personal limits.
Early drop off will be allowed at 

5:30 p.m. at the Richland Commu-
nity Soccer Fields. Camp registra-
tion and check-in will occur between 
5:30 p.m. and 5:55 p.m.

Camp will be directed by Lady 
Rangers Soccer Coach Trey Banks. 
Coach Banks has twenty years of 
coaching experience with numer-
ous teams, including Warren Cen-
tral Lady Vikings assistant and head 
coach; Northwest Rankin Lady Cou-
gars assistant coach (2017 6A State 
Champions; 2018 6A Runners-Up); 
and current Richland Lady Rangers 
head coach (2022 District Champi-
ons).

There will also be special guest 

coaches from around the local area 
present each night. Camp counselors 
are all current Lady Rangers’ assis-
tant coaches, varsity players, and 
Lady Rangers alumni soccer players.  

The cost for the camp is $35 per 
participant for advance registration. 
Walk-ups are encouraged, and walk-
up registration will be $40.

There will also be a sibling dis-
count of $10 per additional partici-
pant.

Payments and registration forms 
may be sent to: Lady Rangers Soc-
cer, 2055 Matthews Dr., Richland, 
MS 39218. Make checks payable to: 
Richland HS Lady Rangers Soccer. 

Payments may also be made online 
through Venmo at: 

https:/ /venmo.com/code?user_
id=2753967624814592584.

For more information, visit the 
Lady Rangers Soccer Facebook page 
or call 601-759-0308.

“Welty” exhibit showcases images from a Mississippi legend
Special to The Richland News
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The City of Florence recently announced 
details for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Fes-
tivities are scheduled to begin 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 14, at the Hemphill Park 
baseball fields. The first egg hunt will follow 
shortly after, at 6 p.m. 

Local youth, ages zero to twelve years of 
age, are invited to attend. There will be re-
freshments served, a special visit from the 
Easter Bunny, and plenty of time to gather 
eggs. All participants are encouraged to bring 
their Easter baskets. Activities are scheduled 
to wind down around 7 p.m.

Florence’s Easter Egg hunt is sponsored by 
the City of Florence and the Florence May-
or’s Youth Council.

Hemphill Park is located on South Church 
Street in Florence.

For more information, contact the City of 
Florence at 601-845-2462.

City of Florence announces date for annual egg hunt
Special to the Florence News

The Mississippi Association of Part-
ners in Education (MAPE) recently rec-
ognized Mississippi’s top school-com-
munity partnerships during the twentieth 
annual Governor’s Awards Virtual Cel-
ebration on Thursday, March 31. All in 
all, MAPE awarded a total of twenty-four 
school-community partnership programs 
that have produced outstanding results for 
students in K-12 public schools through-
out Mississippi. 

Among the winners was Florence High 
School Medical Science Academy (FHS 
MSA).  Their partnership with Perfor-
mance Therapy Florence, Farm Bureau 
and Rankin County Junior Auxiliary cul-
minated into not just a successful school 
project, but also a community effort with a 
promising future and potential for growth.  
The unique collaboration received 
MAPE’s highly coveted “High School 
Governor’s Award of Distinction” for its 

efforts.
Mary Traylor, a medical science acade-

my teacher and Health Occupations Stu-
dents of America advisor, explains that, 
after seriously considering if their efforts 
met the requirements of eligibility, she de-

cided to apply for the MAPE awards. 
“When I looked at the application, I was 

like, yeah, our students, they really did 
work hard…and just seeing how it grew…
In the end I thought ‘well this is something 
[worth showcasing].’” 

So, when the 2022 MAPE awards were 
announced, Traylor says it still came as a 
pleasant surprise, considering it was the 
first time FHS MSA had applied for such 
an award. Traylor wants to be clear that, 
although it is the FHS MSA program that 
will officially receive the award, it is the 
senior class of 2021 who deserves the 
credit. 

“They just did an amazing job building 
the project, and it’s obvious, because it has 
grown. They chose something that was 
important to them, [and] obviously it was 
important to the community, as well. I may 
have applied for it, but they did the work.”

While many MSA projects are a “one 
and done” type of arrangement, Traylor 
says Get Fit Florence is unique in that it 
has taken on a life of its own.

“We are excited about it getting bigger. 
[FHS MSA accomplishes] whatever it is 
we set out to do; but this one, somehow it 
has caught on, and it is something we in-
tend to keep going.”

Florence’s MSA receives top honors from MAPE
By Alexa Haik
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Participants of the most recent “Get Fit Florence” initiative. "Let's Glow Florence” was the theme of the 
5K walk/run and fun run held on March 12.
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FHS JROTC hosts 2022 Military Ball

Special to SW Rankin News

On Tuesday, March 8, the 85 scouting family celebrated the Wolverine patrol as they crossed 
over from Pack 85 to Troop 85 and have begun their trail to Eagle Scout. Members of the 
Wolverine patrol are Gannon Rayborn, Gabriel Steadham, Tyler Gammill, David Dixon, Col-
son Spencer, Kyler Miller and Davis Eaton.

The Florence High School 
(FHS) JROTC recently held 
their annual military ball. All 
JROTC members were ecstatic 
to return for the 2022 ball, as 
the previous year's ball had been 
canceled due to restrictions im-
posed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
A special thanks went out to all 
the battalion staff members and 
parents who planned this year’s 
ball.

Special to SW Rankin News

Mr. and Mrs. JROTC for the 2021-2022 
school year are J.J. McQueen and Mack-
enzie Watson.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Florence’s Pack 85 held its 2022 Pinewood 
Derby at the Richland Community Center 
on January 29. Pictured (l to r) are Grand 
Champion Garrett Gammill and Cubmaster 
Jason Rideout.

Pictured (l to r) are Cubmaster Jason Ride-
out with the 2022 Pinewood Derby winners, 
front row: Myles Clark, Charles McGuire, Ca-
son Dukes, Davis Eaton, Maddox Spencer, 
Ben Mitchell, James Donald, Troy Mitchell 
and Mattis Mallory; and back row: Davis Ea-
ton, Colson Spencer, Gabriel Steadham and 
Garrett Gammill. 

Latest news from Pack/Troop 85
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By Alexa Haik

Approximately one year ago, Maddy 
Pitman, daughter of Pearl native and Pearl 
High School alum Nick Pitman and Aman-
da Pitman, awaited a critical bone marrow 
transplant - an aggressive treatment to 
combat her diagnosis of infant leukemia. 
Miraculously, via a national bone marrow 
donor registry, Maddy was successfully 
matched to a donor. 

At first, all went well, followed by a 
relapse eighty days post-transplant. The 
medical team at St. Jude then began in-
tense chemo and did not receive the results 
they had hoped for. A drug named Blinatu-
momab, or Blina, was then used. After one 
round of the medication, a miracle – the 
dose put Maddy into remission and had 
her feeling good. So good, in fact, that she 
was able to return home. 

Then a second month, a second cycle 
administered, and she began to relapse. 
Subsequently, Maddy was placed in hos-
pice in May. 

Finally, in August of 2021, Maddy’s 
treatment team agreed to a second bone 
marrow transplant. This time her own 
father, Nick, was the donor. Her second 
transplant was a success, putting her back 
into remission, to the relief of all of her 
loved ones.  

Maddy has remained in remission five 
months past the second transplant. Howev-
er, the last couple of bone marrow checks 
have shown a couple of cells that look like 
her Leukemia is trying to return. A second 
round of Blina is now on the agenda, to try 
to keep the Leukemia at bay, and let her 
father’s cells keep tak-
ing over - to keep her in 
remission. 

When will Maddy 
be in the clear? With 
her type of cancer, it is 
very hard to achieve re-
mission because of the 
high risk for relapse. 
That said, five years 
disease-free is the goal. 
So, the family waits 
and remains hopeful. In 
the meantime, with all 
of the ups and downs, 
Maddy’s mother has come to rely on a 
number of supports.

“I have changed a lot, honestly, with 
my faith…I’ve gotten a lot closer to God 
through this.” 

Amanda also underscores the family 
members who have been there for her. 

“Both [grand]parents have been a major 
source of support and strength. Through-
out this time, they have rotated out with 

keeping our oldest daughter, Emma Kate, 
during the time of those long inpatient 
stays we have had with Maddy. They have 
made sure that Emma Kate’s life has been 
able to remain as stable as possible, despite 
our unstable situation. Both grandmothers 
have also rotated out with coming here to 

help with Maddy by 
staying at the hospital 
with her to relieve me 
or Nick, or by staying 
at our house to help 
with both girls while 
we got our footing 
coming into the out-
patient life. Maddy’s 
grandparents deserve 
so much credit for all 
they have done to help. 
I also know that we are 
very blessed, because 

there are not many people that have 
that family support.”

This experience has also changed Aman-
da in unexpected and amazing ways, she 
says.

“I have grown as a mom and a person 
and am learning [how] to be an advocate. 
I’ve learned a lot about this world, the can-
cer world, and how I can help with that…I 
realized that I am a lot stronger than I 
thought I could be and that I could handle 

a lot more than I thought I could.”
And then there is Maddy herself, and 

how she maintains her cheerful disposi-
tion. Maddy’s mother says her personality 
has come out “full force...always laughing 
and happy. She is always entertaining us.” 

Fundamentally, it is Maddy who has 
shown everyone how to handle the ups 
and downs of this journey. 

“A lot of times, we look at her and [say 
to ourselves], ‘Maddy is happy and thriv-
ing, and she is just happy to be here; and 
so, we are happy to be here, too.’” 

This year, the Pitmans ask everyone to 
consider donating blood and platelets, as 
there has been a critical shortage across 
the nation. For those interested in making 
a donation to Maddy, visit any Mississip-
pi Blood Services location or blood drive. 
Maddy Pitman's code is DY78. 

Donations to the bone marrow bank are 
always welcome. The national bone mar-
row donor registry URL is www.bethe-
match.org. 

For those interested in providing mon-
etary aid, three options are available: 
via Go Fund Me at www.gofundme.
com (#FIGHTLIKEMAD); via PayPal 
at www.paypal.com (account name: ak-
pitman15@gmail.com); or via Venmo 
at www.venmo.com (account name: @
amanda-pitman-2).  

Maddy Pitman: A roller-coaster ride to recovery

Special to SW Rankin News
Maddy Pitman

Cliff Edwards’ Van Gogh and God: A Creative Spiritual Quest
A book report by Beth Woodmansee 
for The Friends of the Richland Library

Vincent Van Gogh, who was born in 
1853 in Holland and died in 1890 in 
France, is undeniably the most famous 
artist of our age, even to those with little 
interest in the arts. Cliff Edwards’ book, 
Van Gogh and God: A Creative Spiritual 
Quest, published in 1989, reveals a lit-
tle-known significant aspect of Vincent, as 
he preferred to be called. 

Vincent had an intense calling to be a 
country pastor, serving people as he be-
lieved Jesus did. He diligently studied the 
Bible, concentrating on the Book of Isaiah, 
in particular the passage in Isaiah 53, the 
“Suffering Servant Song.” 

His father, the Reverend Theodorus van 
Gogh, was a minister and seemed always 
to be disappointed in his oldest son, Vin-
cent. The family included his mother and 
his siblings, Anna, Theodorus (Theo), 
Elisabeth, Wilhelmina and Cornelius. He 
was very close to his brother, Theo, with 
whom he communicated in detailed letters 
over many years. It is from Edwards’ study 

of these letters that many clues to Vincent’s 
spiritual journey were uncovered. 

Vincent was described as an ugly man 
with bright red hair, covered in freck-
les, who stooped as he 
walked. His eyes, “deep-
set in a noble brow,” 
were blue and some-
times green. Socially, he 
was awkward, prefer-
ring to be alone. Many 
thought him strange. 

In November, 1876, 
twenty-three-year-old 
Vincent gave his first 
sermon at the Method-
ist Church in Redmond, 
England, on the Chris-
tian’s life as a “Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” He struggled 
to be accepted for train-
ing in his father’s Dutch 
Reformed Church and finally was appoint-
ed as an evangelist to the Belgian mining 
district—the “Borinage,” a very poor area 
of mostly coal miners. 

Vincent’s studies of Isaiah had con-

vinced him that a minister must become 
one with his people. He did not move into 
a parsonage but accepted poor accommo-
dations like those of the miners and their 

families. He dressed as a 
peasant and often gave his 
clothing to any who needed 
them. During an outbreak 
of a severe disease, Vincent 
himself cared for the sick 
in their homes. A mere six 
months later, the church dis-
missed him, citing he was 
not a proper representative 
of the church. The miners 
themselves misunderstood 
what Vincent was trying to 
do, which was to live out his 
belief of what Jesus would 
have done. 

It was during this time that 
he began to sketch the min-

ers and decided to become an artist. He 
studied with other artists in Brussels, The 
Hague and Drenthe, where he combined 
his call to help others with his need to draw 
and paint.

Arriving in Paris, he met the Impression-
ists, whose use of vibrant colors made an 
immediate impact on his own art. He also 
discovered Japanese prints, which opened 
his eyes to a different perspective. His art 
took on a special glow, and he believed he 
had found his purpose in using his art to 
teach others about a loving God. 

Edwards reveals the presence of the 
driving force behind Vincent van Gogh’s 
life to be a “suffering servant” who 
preached with his paints, brushes and can-
vases a sermon far more compelling than 
mere human words.  

Sadly, he continued his descent into de-
pression, culminating in his eventual stay 
in the Asylum of Saint-Paul-de-Mausole, 
while spending his time painting irises, ol-
ive trees, and starry nights. July 27, 1890, 
while painting in a field, he shot himself 
and returned to his room at a local café, 
where two days later he died. Vincent’s 
“sermons” about his loving God live on 
in art galleries and private collections 
throughout the world. They are every-
where, printed in books, calendars, coffee 
mugs, anything and everything.  

Special to SW Rankin News
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•  KNOW GOD                          •  FIND FREEDOM                   •  DISCOVER PURPOSE                 •  MAKE A DIFFERENCE

2136 US 49, Florence, MS 39073  •  Visit us online at: RestorationMS.org  •  Follow us on Facebook: RestorationChurchMS

Sunday Service 10AM (In Person)
LIVE streamed Facebook & Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/user/restorationweb

Youth Ministry | Children’s Ministry  |  Small Groups

Worship experience monthly on 
1st Wednesdays 6:30PM

ROBBIE & KAILEY SWINDLE
STUDENT PASTORS

LARRY & TERRI PATE
LEAD PASTORS

FREDDIE & DEBRA BROWN
FOUNDING PASTORS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why Believe The Bible? 

   Jesus confirmed the Old Testament and promised that the 
Holy Spirit would come and inspire the apostles in the 
continuation of His teaching and in the writing of what would 
become the New Testament. (Jno.14:25-26; 16:12-13). The 
apostles demonstrated that they came with the authority of 
God through the miracles they performed. The book of Acts 
records the acts of the apostles and records the miracles 
and works they did. The book of Acts has also proven to be 
a historically accurate record written by a first century 
eyewitness.  
   Many religious books claim to be divinely inspired, but 
only the Bible has evidence of supernatural confirmation. 
Prophecy by biblical authors of the Old Testament of future 
events that have come to pass in the manner they were 
predicted. No book has ever been written that can compare 
to the Bible that covers hundreds of topics yet without 
contradiction. The amazing fact is the Bible was written in a 
span of over fifteen hundred years. More than forty different 
authors from every walk of life with different occupations 
and backgrounds. The Bible was written on three different 
continents: Asia, Africa and Europe.  Written over fifteen 
hundred years, forty different authors, various themes and 
circumstances and the Bible proclaims a unified message. 
   The writers address numerous controversial subjects yet 
there are no contradictions. The Bible is an incredible book! 
The law of non-contradiction states that two contradictory 
statements cannot be true at the same time. If one 
proposition is known to be true the opposite is false. Since 
the Bible is the inspired word of God any teaching that 
contradicts the Bible must be false. There are exclusive 
claims regarding God, truth and salvation that would 
exclude other scriptures. The Bible teaches that any deity 
other than the God of the Bible is a false deity (Exodus 20). 
Jesus declared that He is the divine Son of God, the source 
of truth and the only way to eternal life (Jno.1;3:25-18;14:6). 
   In our religious world today there is a lot of debate of what 
is right and wrong concerning our faith, obedience, salvation 
and eternal life. There as many differing viewpoints as there 
are denominations. Which one is right? What and who 
determines what is right? Not everyone with differing 
opinions can be right? What and who is the final authority? If 
we can accept that the Bible is the inspired word of God and 
the one and only book that is inspired then we have a basis 
to find the truth concerning the authority or rule book that 
will answer these questions. 
 
  Florence church of Christ- P.O. Box 277 –Florence, Ms 39073 

220 White Street 
 

Sunday Morning: Bible Study 10:00   Worship 11:00 

Old Truths for Today 
J.T. Morgan 

MSC4VP hosting clothing drive this month
Special to SW Rankin News

Mississippi Center for Violence 
Prevention (MSC4VP) will be col-
lecting clothing items through Tues-
day, April 19, for sexual assault cli-
ents to provide for their immediate 
needs and recovery. Local residents 
are encouraged to assist MSC4VP 
by reaching out to friends, cowork-
ers and neighbors in their communi-
ty in an effort to gather items from 
the center’s wish list. Currently, 
wish list clothing items include leg-
gings, underwear and t-shirts.

To make a donation, shop online 
using the MSC4VP wish list and de-
liver the items to Second Chance, a 

non-profit thrift and consignment 
store that provides service for vic-
tims of domestic violence, sexual as-
sault and human trafficking. All pro-
ceeds from the clothing drive benefit 
MSC4VP. 

Second Chance is located at 409 
Roberts Street in Pearl. 

For more information, visit www.
msc4vp.org. 

Special to SW Rankin News
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Residential • Commercial
Heating and Cooling

All Brands
24 Hour Answering Service

601-932-5532
Fax: 601-932-5533

740 Highway 49 S. • Richland

10-Year
Warranty
Available

Richland Air Conditioning Service Co.
Jerry Mclendon

Owner

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042

601-724-1435

Inventory is low, and the market is 
HOT!  Call us today to buy or sell!

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®

601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®

601-720-2002

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

WINNER FOR FEBRUARY...GEORGIA HENRY
CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                  Find it, write the 
advertiser’s name and the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated 
address.  A drawing will be held to determine our winner from all correct entries received by March 25, 
2022.  There will be one winner per each issue in which this contest entry form appears.  One entry per 
household per issue, please.

March 28 
marked the 
thirteenth week 
of the 2022 

Legislative 
Session. At this 
point each ses-
sion, bills have 
either been sent 
to the Governor 
to be signed, 
or they are 
being discussed in conference 
between the House and Sen-
ate. In addition, legislators 
worked through the weekend 
of March 26 on details of the 
state budget and other pieces 
of legislation. 

Conference on a bill oc-
curs when further discussion 
is needed to reach the best 
solution. A legislative confer-
ence consists of three repre-
sentatives and three senators 
who work together to final-
ize a bill. At the beginning of 
the conference process, more 
than 225 bills were being con-
sidered, including those that 
deal with the state budget and 
ARPA appropriations. Once 
a bill is out of conference, it 
must go to both the House and 
Senate for a vote before being 
sent to the Governor. 

Along with holding confer-
ence meetings, the House met 
to discuss and pass local and 
private bills, suffrage bills, 
and resolutions to honor spe-
cial guests. The House also 
brought up and voted on sev-
eral conference reports that 
have already been finalized 
and filed. 

On Tuesday, March 22, the 
House took up the conference 
report on House Bill 530, or 
the START Act – the Teach-
er Pay Raise Legislation. The 
finalized conference report's 
almost $250 million plan in-
cludes an average pay raise 
of $5,140 for teachers and a 
$2,000 pay raise for teach-
ers’ assistants starting in the 
2022-2023 school year. Start-
ing teacher salary will go to 
$41,638, which is higher than 

both the regional and na-
tional averages. The plan 
also includes step increas-
es of at least $400 annu-
ally, a $1,000 bump every 
five years, and a $2,500 in-
crease in the 25th year. The 
final plan passed the House 
by 117 votes with little de-
bate, with only five House 
members voting against it. 
House Bill 530 was sent 
to the Governor, and I am 
pleased to report that Gov-

ernor Reeves signed this leg-
islation on Thursday, March 
31, and it will become ef-
fective on July 1, 2022, well 
ahead of the next academic 
school year.

On Sunday, March 27, the 
House and Senate reached an 
agreement on the income tax 
plan. They both passed House 
Bill 531, the Mississippi Tax 
Freedom Act, with strong bi-
partisan votes. This tax plan 
will give $525 million back to 
the people who earned it. This 
is not the end of our efforts 
to eliminate the tax on work 
– it is a bold beginning. This 
tax cut will make Mississippi 
one of the most work-friendly 
states in the nation and marks 
a clear path to the continued 
elimination of the income tax. 
I cannot say enough to praise 
our House members' hard 
work and commitment, who 
stood firm through vote after 
vote in support of our efforts 
to provide tax relief.  

By the end of the week, it 
became clear that work on 
the state budget was not com-
plete, and the House passed 
House Concurrent Resolution 
90. This resolution extends 
the date of adjourning sine 
die (the last day of the ses-
sion.) The Legislature made 
this decision to ensure that 
the budget is finalized be-
fore the session concludes. 
The original sine die was to 
be Sunday, April 3; per HCR 
90, it has now been pushed 
to Sunday, April 10, at mid-
night. The Legislature hopes 
to wrap up business the week 
of April 4.

Pay raises, tax cuts and 
budget tackled by Legislature
By Speaker of the House Philip Gunn  
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“Tigers for Life” evolves 
into transition program

Richland's Watson signs with Millsaps

Richland High School’s (RHS’s) Collin Watson signed his letter of intent to play football 
for Millsaps College during the 2022-2023 school year. Pictured at the signing (l to r) are, 
front row: Lesley Watson (step-mom), Willis Watson (dad), Collin Watson, Amanda Cobb 
(mom) and Brent Cobb (step-dad); and back row: RHS Coach J.J. Plummer, Grayson 
Cobb (brother), and RHS Athletic Director Todd Montgomery.

Special to SW Rankin News

McLaurin High School's (MHS’s) 
"Tigers for Life" currently offers a 
transition program designed to as-
sist MHS Special Education (SPED) 
students prepare for post-secondary 
programs and employment. The 
program is a team effort comprised 
of the Rankin County School Dis-
trict (RCSD) and Missis-
sippi Department of Reha-
bilitation Services, Divi-
sion of Vocational Rehabil-
itation (VR Program). The 
curriculum’s purpose is 
to teach students employ-
ability skills, specific work 
skills, and skills to function 
in the community. MHS Ti-
gers for Life students also 
assist in jobs around the 
school. 

As part of the transition 
program, learning activities take 
place in the community, school and 
classroom. Training locations in-
clude (but are not limited to) grocery 
and department stores, a variety of 
restaurants, libraries, recreational 
facilities, community resource cen-
ters, work site businesses, schools, 
and the "Aspire" program, taught 
by Summer George Lewis at The 
Spot Downtown assisted by Ton-
yaShaine Sims.  

Recently, all of the hard work 
paid off with a visit to the Tigers for 
Life classroom by Jeffery Hobson. 
Hobson hand-delivered a job ap-
plication from his family business 
to MHS’s Antonio Carey. Carey 
will begin working part-time hours 
in their business, after school and 
through the summer. The poten-
tial for long term employment and 

opportunities is also on the table. 
Hobson, having observed Carey’s 
activities in the transition program 
at MHS, says he believes Carey 
will be a valuable asset to their 
company. 

The collaboration between RCSD, 
MDRS and MHS ultimately assists 
Tigers for Life students in three key 
aspects: learning independence, 
furthering education as well as vo-
cational success after high school.

Special to the Florence News

Photos Special to SW Rankin News



The 2021 Double-A South Cham-
pion Mississippi Braves recently 
announced their preliminary promo-
tional schedule for the 2022 season. 
Fans attending games at Trustmark 
Park will be treated to four giveaway 
items commemorating the 2021 
Championship season, numerous 
theme nights, giveaways, and fifteen 
fireworks shows throughout the six-
ty-nine-game home schedule in the 
team's seventeenth season.

The M-Braves' menu of weekly 
promotions includes many fan favor-
ites from the 2021 season, including 
Hollywood Feed's Bark in the Park 
on Tuesdays, AMR's First Respond-
ers Wednesdays, Thirsty Thursday™ 
with $2 sixteen-ounce beer and so-
das, premium giveaway items on all 
Fridays, post-game fireworks after 
every Saturday game, and kids run 
the bases after each Friday and Sun-
day game.

New for 2022, all military (active/
retired) receive free Field Level or 
GA tickets on Thursdays. Addition-
ally, all military and first responders 
receive discounted $5 Field Level 
tickets throughout the season. 

The Mississippi Braves theme 
and official hashtag for 2022 is 
#WeMakeChampions, building off 
the second league title in team his-

tory last season and twenty-three 
M-Braves alums contributing to At-
lanta's first World Series champion-
ship in twenty-six years. 

April 8 through April 10 against 
Montgomery, the opening week-
end will be a three-day celebration 
featuring back-to-back fireworks 
shows, a “Championship Pint Glass” 
giveaway to the first 1,000 fans, and 

a flag-raising ceremony on opening 
night, April 8. Other Champion-
ship-themed giveaways include seat 
cushions (April 22), caps (May 20), 
and t-shirts (June 3). 

Trustmark Park will host the 
“World Champions Trophy Tour” on 
Friday, May 6, where fans will have 
an opportunity to take their photo 

with the trophy. 
Other premium giveaway items 

(to the first 1,000 fans) include a 
Trey Harris #22 t-shirt jersey (May 
6), Greenville Braves throwback hat 
(June 17), floppy cap (July 8), truck-
er cap (July 16), team photo (July 
17), surprise Braves bobble (August 
5), replica jersey (September 18), 
and two soon to be announced give-

aways. 
Fans will be able to celebrate Me-

morial Day (May 30), Independence 
Day (July 4), and Labor Day (Sep-
tember 4) with Fireworks Extrava-
ganzas after the game. 

There will be a pair of weekday 
matinee games in 2022. Wednesday, 
April 20, at 11:05 a.m., and Wednes-

day, July 13, at 12:05 p.m. 
As part of the Minor League 

Baseball Initiative "The Nine," the 
M-Braves will salute the Negro 
Leagues by wearing Atlanta Black 
Cracker uniforms on Saturday, Sep-
tember 3, which will be auctioned 
after the game. The club was a mem-
ber of the Southern Negro League 
and eventually the Negro American 
League. On Saturday, July 9, the 
Braves will wear retro Tougaloo 
College Bulldogs uniforms, which 
will be auctioned, as well. 

The club will commemorate the 
thirtieth anniversary of the 100-win 
Southern League Champion Green-
ville Braves with hats on Friday, 
June 17. In addition, the Braves 
will again partner with Gold Glove 
Charities for a jersey auction and 
night to benefit pediatric cancer and 
recognize young cancer patients on 
Saturday, August 20. On Saturday, 
June 4, the Braves will team up with 
the Mississippi V.A. to salute “Gold 
Star” families before the game. 

The M-Braves will host numer-
ous theme nights throughout the sea-
son, as well as college nights from 
Farm Bureau. 

All promotions are subject to 
change at any time. For the most up-
to-date promotional schedule, visit 
www.milb.com/mississippi/tickets/
promotions. 

Pearl Mayor Jake Windham 
recently announced that country 
star Jameson Rodgers will head-
line the 2022 Pearl Day Concert, 
slated for Friday, April 29, out-
side of Trustmark Park. The City 
of Pearl, incorporated in 1973, 
will also be celebrating its for-
ty-ninth birthday.

Raised on the country rebels 
of old, country music’s newest 
powerhouse, Jameson Rodgers, 
currently finds himself basking 
in the success of two consecu-
tive number one hits, with his 
platinum-certified debut “Some 
Girls” and follow-up platinum 
smash “Cold Beer Calling My 
Name,” featuring label mate 
Luke Combs, making back-to-
back runs up the charts. 

Now, with the release of his 
debut album, Bet You’re from a 
Small Town, the soft-spoken yet 

edgy country 
traditionalist is 
hoping to find 
himself land-
ing in super-
star territory. 
An already es-
tablished sing-
er/songwriter 
on multi-plat-
inum-selling 
hits for Florida 
Georgia Line 
(top ten sin-
gle “Talk You 
Out of It”) and 
Chris Lane 
(number one 
smash hit “I Don’t Know About 
You”), Bet You’re From a Small 
Town is a gritty country music 
masterpiece effortlessly travels 
both sonically and lyrically be-
tween love songs (“Porch with a 
View”) and breakup songs (“Girl 
with a Broken Heart”), party 

songs (“Cold 
Beer Calling 
my Name”) 
and songs that 
tell the story of 
the deepest of 
losses (“Good 
Dogs”). 

“All these 
songs make 
me feel some-
thing,” he ad-
mits. “That’s 
the whole goal 
of music, isn’t 
it?” 

“This is go-
ing to be a 

great show to help us celebrate 
the City’s birthday,” said Mayor 
Windham. “Jameson is going to 
bring a party atmosphere that I 
know our residents and visitors 
are really going to enjoy. The 
outdoor venue provided by Trust-
mark Park gives folks the oppor-

tunity to get a great view from 
anywhere.”

The concert will also include an 
opening performance by country 
artist Niko Moon.

The north lot of Trustmark Park 
with general admission seating 
will be the location of this year’s 
event. 

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring folding lawn chairs or blan-
kets to enjoy the show. A full list 
of allowed and prohibited items 
is listed on the 2022 Pearl Day 
Concert Eventbrite webpage, at 
www.eventbrite.com/e/pearl-
day-2022-tickets-269867269267.

Gates will open at 6 p.m., with a 
wide range of food and beverage 
options for sale. Niko Moon will 
open the show, taking the stage 
at 8 p.m., followed by Jameson 
Rodgers at approximately 9:45 
p.m.

Tickets are $20 per person, on 
sale through Eventbrite.
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2022 Pearl Day Concert features Jameson Rodgers

M-Braves announce preliminary promotional schedule

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News
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   One College

  Six Locations
Countless Career Opportunities

Hinds Community College is 
committed to moving people

and communities forward
by helping develop their purpose,

passion and profession.

Discover YOUR pathway forward!
REGISTER FOR SUMMER/FALL CLASSES

hindscc.edu

MAKE US PART OF

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employ-
ment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Franklin, Vice President of Instruction/
Career & Technical Education, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

JACKSON-Academic-Technical Center  |  JACKSON-Nursing/Allied Health Center  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

Big Red Band members 
attend Legislative luncheon

Florence Big Red Band’s high school baritone player/ Future Farmers of America (FFA) President Emma 
Tillman is joined by middle school band students, Langston Hollis (percussion) and Dalton Buchanan 
(trumpet). These bandmates met with other members of the Florence FFA to represent Florence at the 
FFA Legislative Luncheon at the Trademart at the Mississippi Fairgrounds in Jackson. 

Special to SW Rankin News

RHS’s Dudley named 
the 2022 MECA AOY

Dr. Thomas Dudley (left), assistant principal at Richland High School (RHS) was named the 2022 Mis-
sissippi Educational Computing Association (MECA) Administrator of the Year (AOY) for his technology 
forward leadership skills. Presenting him with his award is 2022 MECA President and Rankin County 
School District Instructional Technology Specialist Stephanie Cotnam (right).

Special to SW Rankin News
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FMS HOSA team advances 
to national competition

We make signing up to begin receiving the The Pearl News, The Richland News,
and The Florence News quick and easy.

All you have to do is subscribe at www.swrankinnews.com/subscribe-today and then
pay with PayPal...making your payment on the most secure credit card process network

on the Internet.  Pay for your subscription by using your PayPal account or with
"Any Major Credit Card.” 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
ONLY $12 A YEAR!

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Florence Middle School’s (FMS’s) first ever Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) 
team recently placed first in Exploring Medical Innovations for the Middle School Division at the 
Mississippi HOSA Competition. The FMS team will advance to the national competition in Nash-
ville, Tennessee this summer. Pictured (l to r) are: Sponsor Susan Christman, Sarah Spencer 
Wigley, Kaylee Nelson, Anna Grace Mangum and FMS Principal Keith Reed.

Pearl High School selects 
Runnels as STAR student

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Christian Runnels (right) was recently named the Pearl High School (PHS) 2021-2022 STAR 
Student. The Student-Teacher Achievement Recognition (STAR) program is sponsored by the 
Mississippi Economic Council and emphasizes scholastic excellence among Mississippi high 
school students as well as recognizing the teaching profession. Runnels was recognized for 
being the PHS senior who scored the highest on the ACT. He chose Jason Young (left) as his 
STAR teacher. 

PUE honors SRO Easterling

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pearl Upper Elementary (PUE) students celebrated School Resource Officer (SRO) Jeannie 
Easterling in honor of SRO Appreciation Day. Pictured (l to r) are Kiley Brooks, Mateo Juan-
Juan, Chase Young, Officer Jeannie Easterling, Brooklyn Shannon, Kamryn Kent and Hayven 
Tracy.
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Applications available for new 
Student Ambassador Program

The Mississippi Secretary of State's 
Office is seeking high school seniors 
with a passion for leadership and state 
government to apply for the agency's 
newly-created Student Ambassador 
Program. The program aims to 
increase voter education and 
registration among youth 
and encourages students 
to engage in Mississippi 
civics. 

Components of the 
program include a fall 
summit in Jackson fo-
cused on the state's elec-
tions process; a spring 
summit in Jackson focused 
on the state's legislative pro-
cess; virtual trainings and ed-
ucational sessions with Secre-
tary of State (SOS) representatives 
and various government officials; 
and participation as a poll worker on 
Election Day.

“The SOS Student Ambassador 
Program is a great opportunity for 
young leaders to cultivate their af-
finity for public service and expand 
leadership skills," said Secretary Mi-
chael Watson. "We are excited to take 

part in the development and growth 
of the next generation of Mississip-
pians and look forward to providing 
a greater understanding of one of our 
greatest liberties, the right to vote.”

To be considered for the SOS Stu-
dent Ambassador Program, students 

must meet the following criteria: 
high school senior during 

the 2022-2023 academic 
year; grade point aver-
age of 3.0 or above; 
proven satisfactory be-
havioral conduct; and 
strong interest in state 
government and ser-
vice.
The deadline to sub-

mit an application is May 
15. Applications may be sub-

mitted via email to ExternalAf-
fairs@sos.ms.gov, hand-de-

livered, or mailed to the Secretary 
of State’s Office at 401 Mississippi 
Street, Jackson, MS 39201 to the at-
tention of the External Affairs Divi-
sion.

For additional information, please 
contact the SOS External Affairs 
Division at ExternalAffairs@sos.
ms.gov or 601-359-4454.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW 
Rankin News

MMSA releases downtown 
landscape design guide

The Mississippi Main Street Associ-
ation (MMSA) received a grant from 
the Mississippi Forestry Commission 
to produce a Downtown Landscape De-
sign Guide that has been distributed to 
communities across the state. 

The grant was obtained through the 
Urban and Community Forestry Grant 
Program that is designed to encourage 
communities to create and support long-
term and sustained urban and commu-
nity forestry programs throughout Mis-
sissippi.

"To help make downtown landscaping 
more accessible to Mississippi’s com-
munities, the Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission and the Mississippi Main Street 
Association teamed up with Brantley 
Snipes, a licensed landscape architect 
and horticulturist, to produce the Down-
town Landscape Design Guide," said 
Thomas Gregory, MMSA State Coor-
dinator. "The guide is full of practical 
ideas to help keep downtown districts 
beautiful with easy to maintain land-
scaping throughout the year."

The guide includes information on the 
benefits of trees and landscaping, rec-
ommended plants for Mississippi, tips 
for planting and 
maintaining down-
town landscapes, 
as well as things to 
avoid planting in 
downtown areas.

The Downtown 
Landscape Design 
Guide has been 
mailed to 375 com-
munities, includ-
ing all Main Street 
members, Keep 
Mississippi Beautiful 

affiliates, Mississippi’s Tree City USA® 
contacts, and more than 250 Mississippi 
Municipal League member communi-
ties.

“Even beyond aesthetics, the guide 
will help communities maximize the en-
vironmental, economic, and social ben-
efits that trees and green infrastructure 
provide when properly managed and 
maintained," said Misty Booth, Urban 
and Community Forestry Coordina-
tor of the Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission. "Healthy trees contribute to 
healthy lives!” 

The Mississippi Main Street Associ-
ation is a catalyst for the preservation 
and economic revitalization of Missis-
sippi’s historic downtowns and districts. 
As a Main Street America™ Coordi-
nating Program, MMSA is one of more 
than forty Coordinating Programs and 
leads more than fifty communities in 
Mississippi that are committed to creat-
ing high-quality places and to building 
stronger communities through preser-
vation-based economic development. 
Since 1993, MMSA has provided more 
than $5 billion in public and private 
re-investment back into Main Street 
communities. For more information, 
visit www.msmainstreet.com.

Special to SW Rankin News

Ross earns 2nd place 
in national spelling bee

Special to SW Rankin News

Jeremy Ross of Florence Middle School (FMS) recently placed second in The Scripps National Spelling 
Bee District Competition.

Special to SW Rankin News

RHS’s Alex Mariano-Gregorio signs with Holmes

Richland High School (RHS) soccer standout Alex Mariano-Gregorio signed a scholarship with 
Holmes Community College for the 2022-2023 school year. Pictured at the signing (l to r) are, front 
row: Facundo Mariano (father), Alex Mariano-Gregorio, Maria Lopez (mother) and Tania Maria-
no-Gregorio (sister); and back row: RHS Athletic Director Todd Montgomery, RHS Assistant Coach 
Blake Windham, Abi Green, Kimberly Mariano-Gregorio (sister), RHS Coach John Adams, RHS 
Assistant Coach Corey Myers and RHS Assistant Principal Dr. Terrance McEwen.

Special to SW Rankin News
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

Please contact
Chris McCoy at 
(601) 706-9237.

LET THE

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!

RHS names Students of the Month

Special to SW Rankin News

February Students of the Month are (l to r), front row: 
Vanessa Vaca, Kennedy Knippers and Harrison Rudd; 
and back row: Garrett Burney, Thalia Bolanos and Na-
than Smith.

Special to SW Rankin News

Each month, Richland High School (RHS) names Students of the Month. These 
students are nominated and selected by their teachers for such qualities as depend-
ability, attitude, leadership, attendance and class work.

Steen's Creek honors top sellers 
of World’s Finest Chocolate

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are Steen’s Creek Elementary students 
who sold over six boxes of World’s Finest Chocolate: 
Isiah Usry, Lauryn Wells, Isabella Risher and Ollie White.

Special to SW Rankin News

Steen’s Creek Elementary (SCE) recently honored their 
top three sellers of World’s Finest Chocolate. Pictured 
(l to r) are Vaida Bennett, who sold eight boxes; Cotton 
Steele, who sold thirteen boxes; and Cooper Thurman, 
who also sold eight boxes.

Online tutoring services 
available to RCSD, PPSD
New high-dosage tutoring ser-

vices in math and English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) will be avail-
able to students in third- through 
twelfth-grade, educators and fam-
ilies at 121 school districts, which 
includes four charter schools, that 
recently opted-in to receive the ser-
vices at no cost. 
In February, the Mississippi De-

partment of Education (MDE) an-
nounced plans to use $10.7 mil-
lion of its American Rescue Plan 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) III 
funds to purchase tutoring services 
from PAPER, a company that pro-
vides on-demand educational sup-
port. PAPER was selected through 
a Request for Proposals (RFP) pro-
cess.
The tutoring services will be live, 

online and available 24/7 with a 
live person. Teachers and adminis-
trators will have access to real-time 
data through a data dashboard to 
assign activities, monitor student 
progress and schedule one-on-one 
or small group tutoring sessions 
during the school day. Parents may 
also schedule tutorial services for 
their child(ren) after school hours 
and on the weekend. These ser-

vices will also be available for 
English learners and students with 
special needs. 
MDE sought high-dosage tutor-

ing services, which is a strategy to 
close achievement gaps, to miti-
gate any impact COVID-19 and 
school closures had on learning 
and instruction and as a way to ac-
celerate student learning. 
“Besides giving educators more 

tools to manage instruction and 
gauge students’ needs and prog-
ress, these tutoring services allow 
parents and students to get help 
with hom ework from a tutor any 
time of the day,” said Dr. Carey 
Wright, state superintendent of 
education. “Whether it’s writing 
an essay or solving math prob-
lems, students can get immediate 
assistance to complete and better 
understand assignments.”   
Online training and support ses-

sions for teachers, administrators, 
parents and students in participat-
ing districts will start in the com-
ing weeks. All districts will begin 
receiving personalized training by 
the end of the month. ESSER III 
funds cover costs of the tutoring 
services until September 30, 2024.
For more information visit: 

www.mdek12.org/news.

Special to SW Rankin News

January 2022 Students of the Month are (l to r), front 
row: Anna Keith, Isaiah Martin and Noah Aldridge; and 
back row: Kevin Ragoyta, Calea Barrett and Marcus 
Jackson.
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LESS THAN THE 
AVERAGE PRIVATE 

UNIVERSITY
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UNIQUE STUDENTS

WITHIN OUR 
COMMUNITY
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UNDERGRADUATE 

DEGREE  
PROGRAMS

80+

OUR MISSION: Calling.
your

admissions@mc.edu   601/925-3800   mc.edu

WE’RE WORTH exploring! 
mc.edu/inquire

Mississippi College has been integrating faith and education for nearly two centuries, striving to transform 
students intellectually, socially, and spiritually. At MC, you will be equipped to positively affect the world around 
you. Whatever your purpose, aspiration, or vocation, at MC, you will be prepared to fulfill Your Calling.

Special to SW Rankin News

Housley attends coveted Intermountain 
Icebreaker High School Rodeo

McLaurin High School’s Tyler Housley 
was the Mississippi contestant for the 
Intermountain Icebreaker High School 
Rodeo in Ogden, Utah. He competed in 
bull riding as part of the Western Lega-
cy High School Rodeo Series. The event 
had over sixteen different states repre-
sented, as well as Canada. The Inter-
mountain Icebreaker is one of the larg-
est National High School Rodeo events 
in the country. 

Special to SW Rankin News

Teacher and Staff Member of 
the Month announced for RUE

Special to SW Rankin News
Tyler Housley

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland Upper Elementary (RUE) 
honored Teacher of the Month for 
February 2022, Madalyn Poole 
Robinson, with a special plaque. 
Pictured are RUE Head Principal 
Lindsay Starbuck (left) and Robin-
son (right).

RUE recently honored Staff Member 
of the Month, Sheila Williams, for 
outstanding service in the month of 
February 2022. Pictured are RUE 
Head Principal Lindsay       Starbuck 
(left) and Williams (right).
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4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

PEARL
LOCATION

601-939-3255

Richland, MS 39218

RICHLAND
LOCATION

601-939-5007

133 Center Street

Pearl Public School District 
honors Employees of the Month

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Members of Girl Scout Troop 583 from Pearl recently collected and delivered needed supplies to The 
Big Fix Clinic in Richland, where Mississippi Spay and Neuter provides high-quality, low-cost spay 
and neuter surgeries for cats and dogs four days a week.

Scout Troop 583 collects 
supplies for Big Fix Clinic

The February 2022 Pearl Public School District Admin-
istrator of the Month is Paige Bromen of Central Office.

Pearl Public School District recently announced the February and March 2022 Em-
ployees of the Month. The employees of the month are selected from the nomina-
tions submitted each month by employees, parents, and community members.

Special to SW Rankin News

The February 2022 Pearl Public School District Certi-
fied Staff of the Month is Jennifer Hite of Pearl Upper 
Elementary.

Special to SW Rankin News

The February 2022 Pearl Public School District Clas-
sified Staff of the Month is Nikki Morris of Pearl Lower 
Elementary. 

Special to SW Rankin News

The March 2022 Pearl Public School District Certified 
Staff of the Month is Jason Ellis of Northside Elemen-
tary.

Special to SW Rankin News

The March 2022 Pearl Public School District Classified 
Staff of the Month is Amanda Perry of Pearl Junior High 
School.

Special to SW Rankin News

The March 2022 Pearl Public School District Adminis-
trator of the Month is Tamara Jackson of Pearl High 
School. 



The City of Richland’s Parks and 
Recreation Director, Cole Smith, 
just announced his resignation from 
the post he has held for almost five 
years.

“Nearly five years ago, I started 
a new chapter in my career,” said 
Smith. “During my time as Parks 
and Recreation Director with the 
City of Richland, we accomplished 
more than most expected. I am 
thankful to the mayor, the great staff, 
and the wonderful citizens who 

were involved 
in all we did 
to make Rich-
land a better 
place to raise a 
family.” 

Smith has ac-
cepted the po-
sition of Parks 
and Recreation 
Director for the 
City of Madison. “I look forward to 
the new adventures, and I thank God 
for always leading my path,” said 
Smith.

Richland Parks and Rec 
Director announces resignation
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Monthly award winners
announced for FMS

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Florence Middle School (FMS) recently announced their February student, staff and faculty award re-
cipients. Pictured (l to r) are: FMS Head Principal Keith Reed, sixth-grade Student of the Month winner 
Jordyn Quick, eighth-grade Student of the Month winner Maylee Gilmer, seventh-grade Student of the 
Month winner Anna Grace Mangum and FMS Assistant Principal Kelsey Williams.

Pictured (l to r) are: Head Principal Reed, FMS Teacher of the Month winner Michelle Osborne and 
Assistant Principal Williams.

Special to SW Rankin News

Mississippi Trauma Care System 
Foundation (MTCSF) will be hosting a 
Trauma Nursing Core Course (TNCC) 
Provider course at the Richland Police 
Department Training Facility this sum-
mer. Through funding from the Mis-
sissippi Trauma Care Trust Fund, the 
cost for TNCC is reimbursed to partic-
ipating partners within the Mississippi 
Trauma System of care. 

These offerings are also available to 
certain individuals that are not includ-
ed in the Mississippi Trauma System of 
Care (non-residents; residents working 
outside of the Mississippi Trauma Sys-
tem of Care, Veterans Administration 
Staff and Native American staff, etc.) 
for the cost of the course.

The MTCSF supports a uniform, 
non-fragmented, inclusive state-wide 
trauma care system that provides ex-
cellent patient care. It also provides 
management support to the Mississippi 
State Department of Health and educa-

tion to state trauma centers and EMS. 
The traumatic injury prevention pro-

gram is an outreach initiative aiming to 
reduce and prevent work-related injury 
and death, across all industries, due to 
acute trauma or violence. To do this, 
they work closely with healthcare pro-
fessionals to partner with industry, la-
bor, professional organizations, law en-
forcement, other government agencies 
and academia.

For more information about MTCSF 
and the courses they provide, visit 
www.mstraumafoundation.org.

Special to SW Rankin News

MTCSF hosting trauma 
care course in Richland

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are: Head Principal Reed, Staff Member of the Month winner Brenda Sansing and 
Assistant Principal Williams.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Cole Smith
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Send resumes to
Clay Mansell at:
claymansell@
swrankinnews.com

EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

ZT-1 Ultima Series
Zero-Turn Rider

• Lap-Bar Steering
• 42"-54" deck options
• Dual EZT2200 Hydro

ZT-2 Ultima Series
Zero-Turn Rider

• Lap-Bar Steering
• 50" - 60" deck options
• Hydro-Gear™ EZT 2800

ZTX4 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

• 23 - 24 HP† Kohler Engine
• 48"-60" deck options
• Heavy-duty steel frame

ZTX5 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

• 23 - 25 HP† Kohler Engine
• 48"-60" deck options
• Heavy-duty steel frame

ZTX6 Series
Zero-Turn Riders

• 23.5 - 27 HP† Engine
• 54"-60" deck options
• Heavy-duty steel frame

$3,299*

STARTING AT: STARTING AT: STARTING AT: STARTING AT:

$4,499* $6,199* $7,199*

STARTING AT:

$4,599*

PRO Z 900L Series
Commercial Zero-Turn Δ

• Kawasaki †† Engines
• 60"-72" FAB triple-blade options
• 16cc Parker HTG, ROPS

STARTING AT:STARTING AT:

3698 Hwy 80 Pearl, MS 39208
(601) 487-6647

901 East Northside Dr.
Clinton MS, 39056

www.woodsequipmentinc.com

* Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. 
Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may 
vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs 
are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer 
inventory and/or unit specifications.
† As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 
3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer.
†† As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE 
J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE 
International. 
∆ Cadet Commercial products are intended for professional use. 
¶Cub Cadet Utility Vehicles are intended for off-road use, by adults only.

PRO X 660
Stand On Mower∆ 

STARTING AT:

$10,599*

SC 500 
Self-Propelled

STARTING AT:

$549*

MX 550 Camo
Utility Vehicle ¶

•  546cc EFI Liquid-Cooler
•  Fully-loaded feature
•  Up to 45 mph

STARTING AT:

$14,799*

PRO Z 100S Series
Commercial Zero-Turns ∆
•  Commercial-grade engine
•  48-60" triple-blade FAB deck
•  Heavy-duty steel frame $8,399*

XT3 Enduro Series
Garden Tractors
•  22.5-25 HP† engine
•  42"-54" deck options
•  Heavy-Duty Shaft Drive

STARTING AT:

$5,099*

XT2 Enduro Series
Lawn Tractors

STARTING AT:

$2,999*

• Powerful Kohler† Engines
• 42" - 54" deck options
• Tuff Torq® Transmission

$13,199*

$8,699*

• 173cc Kohler Engine
• 21" Steel Deck w/wash
• 11" High Rear Wheels 

STARTING AT: STARTING AT:

ZTS1 Series
ZERO-TURN RIDER

• Kohler †  KT7000

• 42" - 50" Fabricated Decks
• Dual hydro-transmissions

ALL NEW FOR 2022

•25.5 HP†† Kawasaki FX801
•60" Fabricated Deck
•12cc pump transmission
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2309 US-80  601-939-2861         1919 Spillway Rd.  601-724-8999        1889 Old 49 South 601-932-2690   

MEET THE FACES OF REVELL ACE

Scott Copeland Daniel Norman

WE
RENT

TILLERS

PEARL                              RESERVOIR                            RICHLAND

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI
m a y  6 - 8 ,  2 0 2 2

Three signature events in
one epic weekend!

RI
DG

EL
AN

D 
FIN

E ARTS FESTIVAL

SANTE’ SOUTH WINE FESTIV
AL

NATCHEZ TRACE CENTURY RIDE

artwineandwheels.com

PARTS OF THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAW
THAT YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT

PROTECT YOUR COMMUNITY, ASK YOUR LEADERS TO
REJECT THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAW

Multiple marijuana dispensaries will be allowed to open in 
a city or county.

No Pharmacy will be involved.

Besides a regular Physician, a Nurse Practitioner, Physician 
Assistant, or Optometrist may also ok its use.

Products that can be vaped or ingested can be sold.

Dispensaries will be allowed to sell products that are 
labeled extremely potent.

The requirements that a person be a resident of Mississippi 
and a citizen of the United States for three years prior to 

application for a license for cultivation and processing 
facilities (this is for the larger facilities) are removed 

December 31, 2022.

One individual can receive up to 21 grams per week which 
can equal to about sixty five joints (this can add up with 

multiple individuals).

Can be administered in schools and child care facilities.

Once these entities are approved in a city or county,  there is 
no getting rid of them no matter how they might turn out .

***PAID AD***


