
Over 475 Homes

sold

Derek Havard 
c: 601.672.8147 
o: 601.340.9656

   

Good News
You Can Use

Vol. 5, No. 4 | April 2020 The Pearl News is a subsidiary of

 Responding to the current state of 
affairs, the City of Pearls' many mu-
nicipal and commercial resources have 
had to alter the ways in which they 
administer their services to local resi-
dents. Below are details outlining how 
the City is answering to the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as guidelines for res-
idents to comply with during the month 
of April.
 City of Pearl municipal resources
 In adherence with Governor Tate 
Reeve's "Executive Order 1466," The 
City of Pearl has adopted modified 
operating procedures. These measures 
are being taken to promote the health 
and safety of the public as well as the 
City staff. While City offices are fully 
operational and continue to maintain 
essential functions, the City of Pearl 
would like to emphasize to its residents 
that  they "appreciate everyones coop-
eration during this very unusual time." 
All of these procedures will remain in 
place during the month of April.
 Trash pick-up modified procedures 
are as follows: Waste Management is 
asking residents to refrain or limit the 
amount of non-essential waste placed 
at the curb such as bulky and yard 
waste materials at this time. Yard waste 
includes items such as grass clipping, 
brush, or tree limbs that do not fit safe-
ly inside a container. Regular collec-
tions are continuing, but there may be 
delays due to the volume of trash and 
precautions being taken by the compa-
ny. 
 City Hall modified procedures are as 
follows: In an effort to follow Missis-
sippi Department of Health protocols, 
all City offices will conduct the ma-
jority of City business via phone and 
email. This will help to limit foot traffic 
in City buildings.
 Community Development modified 
procedures are as follows: Call the of-
fice  at 601-932-3526 or check online 
for forms and permits at www.cityof-
pearl.com/community-development. 
 Public Works modified procedures are 

as follows: All water bills must be paid 
through the drive-up window, online or 
by mail. If residents have a concern or 
problem and need to speak to someone 
about their water bill call 601-932-2262, 
ext. 1300.
 Parks and Recreation modified pro-
cedures are as follows: All parks are 
open but limited to gatherings of ten or 
fewer people. Youth baseball and soft-

ball activities are postponed through  
April 30.
 Public Safety modified procedures 
are as follows: Please be prepared to 
answer screening questions in calls for 
service. In order to better serve citi-
zens during this time, the dispatcher 
may ask additional questions to ensure 
proper response by police and fire.
 Senior Services modified procedures 
are as follows: The Senior Center is 
closed through April 30.  Care Packag-

es are available for pick-up, and staff 
can deliver to seniors in need.
 All current room reservations for the 
Community Room, Pearl Parks and 
Rec Building and the Senior Center 
will be rescheduled for after April 30. 
No new reservations are being taken.
 Pearl residents who have been laid 
off or lost a job during this time may 
apply for unemployment benefits on-

line at www.mdes.ms.gov/unemploy-
ment-claims or call 888-844-3577. 
 Central Mississippi Regional Li-
brary System
 In addition to the City's recent an-
nouncement, Central Mississippi Re-
gional Library System (CMRLS), and 
the Board of Trustees, recently made 
the decision to close their branches in 
Rankin County to the public, including 
the Pearl Library, as well as the Head-
quarters office in Brandon. This clo-

sure affects traditional library services, 
all programs, outreach services, and 
meeting room reservations made by 
the library. CMRLS services can still 
be accessed through digital materials. 
There are thousands of eBooks, eAu-
diobooks, music, and more available 
around the clock. CMRLS will con-
tinue to update using social media, as 
well as their website, Cmrls.lib.ms.us, 
about any further disruptions to library 
services.  
 Pearl Chamber of Commerce
 Kathy Deer, Director of the Pearl 
Chamber of Commerce, recently 
reached out to the residents of Pearl to 
assure everyone that they are closely 
monitoring the quickly developing ef-
fects of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. She also wanted to get the 
word out that Governor Tate Reeves 
has requested a disaster declaration 
from the U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) to aid small business-
es and their employees impacted by 
the COVID-19 outbreak. The Gover-
nor sent a letter to SBA Director Kim 
Fleming recently to make loans avail-
able for affected businesses through 
the Economic Injuring Distaster Loan 
program. To submit a completed form, 
or for any questions, contact tdemuth@
mema.ms.gov. 
 For further information regarding 
SBA approved disaster loans, visit: 
www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disas-
ter-assistance   or  www.disasterloan.
sba.gov/ela/Information/ApplyOnline.
 To keep up to date on the latest in-
formation regarding Mississippi's re-
sponse to the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
residents are encouraged to call the 
Mississippi Coronavirus Hotline: 877-
978-6453 or visit the State Dept. of 
Health website at: www.msdh.ms.gov.
 For details about Governor Tate 
Reeves' Shelter In Place Executive Or-
der 1466 and Executive Order 1463; 
MEMA guidelines for "What is Essen-
tial?" or Description of the Cares Act/
Paycheck Protection Program for em-
ployers and employees visit www.city-
ofpearl.com/coronavirus-news.

Pearl Residents: What you need to know
Special to The Pearl News

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
MDEQ advises on proper disposal of 
cleaning products  - pg. 2

A message from Pafford family EMS 
- pg. 7

Special to The Pearl News



 In accordance with the recent Dec-
laration of Emergency Related to 
COVID-19, the City of Richland has 
instituted modifications to scheduled 
activities as well as access of public fa-
cilities.
 Regarding the City's upcoming sched-
ule of activities, the following cancella-
tions have been made: Movie Under the 
Stars scheduled for Saturday, April 18,  
as well as the annual "Clean Up Rich-
land" event. Richland has also closed 
all parks until such time as the pandem-
ic has been brought under control; this 
includes Eastside Park, Westside Park, 
and the Community Center. It will be at 
the discretion of Mayor Pat Sullivan to 
decide when public events and access 
to public facilities will resume in the 
city. 
 "We know this is a tough time for ev-

eryone, but encourage you to stay pos-
itive and take advantage of this time 
with your family," said Cole Smith, Di-
rector of Parks and Recreation.
 The Mayor also shared these thoughts: 
"Let me reassure you that the city of 
Richland will continue to provide es-
sential services during this unprece-
dented COVID-19 pandemic. I am very 
proud to say the citizens of Richland 
are a strong and caring group of people. 
We must unite, stay calm and help take 
care of the most vulnerable. We agree, 
support and will enforce the governor’s 
executive order to help flatten the curve 
and save lives. My thoughts and prayers 
are with each and every one of you."
 For updates on future events host-
ed by the City of Richland, call  
601-420-3400. 
 To contact the Richland Parks and 
Recreation Department, call  
601-487-9989.
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 Due to the  official "Declaration of 
Emergency Related to COVID-19" by 
Mayor Pat Sullivan, public access to 
City buildings, including City Hall, is se-
verely restricted until further notice. The 
declaration further states that "[t]he City 
may adopt policies restricting access to 
meetings of the Governing Body or other 
City-related functions. In the event such 
action is taken, reasonable measures will 
be implemented to provide public access 
to the meeting via video means, telecon-
ference or other reasonable electronic 
measures." 
 If a resident is scheduled to appear in 
municipal court, they are encouraged to 
contact the court for specific instructions. 
The goal is to avoid un-needed personal 
contact,  so the community will remain 
safe and healthy. Please take the time to 
visit the CDC and Mississippi Health 

Department websites to receive the best 
information available regarding the 
COVID-19 virus. For up-to-date infor-
mation regarding municipal court, call 
601-420-1550 between 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  
 W.R. James, Chief of Police for the 
City of Richland, recently announced 
that the Richland Police Department 

(RPD) will continue to pro-
vide the best service they can 
during the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic and its impact on 
the local community. Their of-
fices remain staffed and ready 

to render assistance as needed. James 
concludes by saying, "As always, if you 
have an emergency and need help im-
mediately, dial 911! Thank you for your 
calm and patience...God Bless!"
 Richland Fire Department (RFD) Fire 
Chief, Brandon Weems, assures the res-

idents of Richland that 
"we are doing our part 
to help slow the spread. 
With that being said, 
the RFD is limiting 
our public exposure, as 
well as those that we 
respond to for help. We 
are sending a rescue/

squad of two medical-
ly-trained personnel to non-life-threat-
ening medical calls. We are also wearing 
special suits and masks to calls that meet 
the criteria for possible exposure to the 
coronavirus." The RFD will remain fully 
staffed, but the response will look dif-
ferent for now, as precautions are being 
instituted at the recommendation of the 
CDC and other highly trained profes-
sionals. The final thought from Weems 
was this, "Thank you, and may God give 
us all wisdom and guidance as we deal 
with this together."
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 In response to the City of Florence of-
ficial Proclamation of Local Emergency 
in Response to COVID-19 outbreak, and 
Governor Tate Reeves' issuance of Exec-
utive Order 1463, Mayor Robert Morris 
and the Board of Aldermen announced 
necessary measures the City is imple-
menting. 
 In regards to water bills: payments 
must be made on-line, by regular mail 
or at the drive-through window of City 
Hall. A drop box is available at the drive-
through window for payments after 
hours. The Mississippi Public Service 
Commission has temporarily suspended 
the disconnection of water services for 
sixty days effective as of March 14. All 
residents are asked to continue to make 
monthly payments during this time. For 
further information regarding service 
or billing, contact the Water Depart-
ment/Public Works at 601-845-2462 or 
601-845-5638.
 Regarding court dates: please call 
court services at 601-845-7508 for in-
quiries on traffic tickets or fines and the 
status of upcoming court dates. For res-
idents who have court scheduled in the 

future, contact court services by phone 
or continue to check the website for up-
dates. If court is continued to a future 
date, the City will update the website 
with that information. A drop box for 
payments on traffic tickets or fines is lo-
cated in the back parking lot behind the 
police department. 
 Regarding community develop-
ment: building permits, licenses and 
forms should be requested via e-mail 
at dpclerk1@gmail.com or by phone at 
601-845-5638. For specific questions 

regarding construction, inspections  
or zoning, please call the Communi-
ty Development Director Joel Sims at 
601-383-3376.
 In regards to Hemphill Park: the 
Park, including walking track, all fields 
and tennis courts, will remain closed 
until further notice. All park activities, 
including baseball, softball, and tee ball 
activities are canceled while the park is 
closed. 
 Regarding the Community Center: 
No reservations are being taken until fur-

ther notice. Senior Citizen activities are 
canceled until further notice.
 The Mayor also released the following 
statement: "I would like to take a moment 
to let everyone know, as your Mayor, we 
(the governing authorities) are doing ev-
erything we can to ensure our citizens 
are safe. We appreciate all of you that 
are doing your part to help in these trying 
times. If anyone knows of someone that 
is in need of anything, please call me at 
601-953-0898. I’ll do my best to help. 
I have five board members that feel the 
same way. Our job is to make sure the 
City stays in operation and to help the 
citizens of Florence to receive what they 
need. The city is doing well, and, even 
though we are going to face more hard 
times, I feel confident as your Mayor, 
we will be prepared to handle the situa-
tions as they arrive. A special thank you 
to everyone that helped make masks for 
Briarhill Nursing Home! We all have to 
help one another, and we will get through 
this. Please abide by the governor's or-
der. Let’s continue to stay home and stay 
safe."
 For future updates, visit  https://city-
offlorencems.com/ or the City of Flor-
ence Facebook page.
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 Florence's Little Eagles league began 
in September of 2019 for students (kin-
dergarten through sixth grade) interested 
in beginning or continuing active par-
ticipation in the sport of basketball. In a 
very short period of time, and as a result 
of a "great response," the Little Eagles 
K-6 basketball league has grown to mul-
tiple teams, including: 8u Little Eagles 
Boys Team, 14u Mississippi Eagles, 16u 
Mississippi Angels and two 14u girls 
teams called the Florence Dream. 
 As the coach for girls basketball at 
Florence High School, Lauren Dixon, 
explains it, "We see the Little Eagles 

K-6 Basketball league as a way of giving 
back to our children and giving them an 
opportunity to participate in [a] positive, 
character building atmosphere."
 As for Stanley Dixon Jr., the 8u Boys 
Little Eagles and Girls 16u AAU Mis-
sissippi Angels teams coach, the expe-
rience playing for a state championship 
team under Coach Luther Riley, cultivat-
ed a love for the sport and "really lit the 
fire for him." Ultimately, Dixon Jr.'s pur-
pose is two-fold: to continue the love of 
basketball in Florence and for his teams 
to compete nationally.     
 Anyone grades K through six are in-
vited to participate. The league regis-
ters individuals and place them by age 

group, typically by grade levels. Practice 
is once a week and play on Saturdays. 
The younger age groups begin at 9 a.m., 
and games continue until the last age 
group has had the opportunity to play. 
The Florence High School girls and 
boys basketball teams serve as coaches, 
volunteering as a way to give back to the 
community. The league, in general, runs 
September and April, with the competi-
tive teams running October through De-
cember and April through June.  
 Currently, Florence's Little Eagles 
league does not have a regular means of 
financial support to sustain their efforts, 
and welcomes contributions from com-
munity partners to defray the expenses 

some youth are unable to cover. 
 For more information or to con-
tribute to the cause, contact: Lauren 
Dixon at lauren.morrow@rcsd.ms or 
601-622-1506 regarding Little Eagles 
K-6 Basketball league; Coach Stan at 
601-573-8578 or stanley_dixon10@
yahoo.com regarding 8u Boys Little 
Eagles team or his Girls 16u AAU Mis-
sissippi Angels team and Coach Thelissa 
Norwood at the500@rcsd.ms regarding 
the Girls Florence Dream teams, 12 and 
14u.

Special to The Florence News
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Florence's Little Eagles, cultivating love of the game

Mayor and Board, pictured (l to r) are: Alderman John Banks, Alderman Brian Grantham, Alderman Todd 
"Sarge" Norris, Mayor Robert "Billy Bob" Morris,  Alderman Trey Gunn and Alderman/Mayor Pro Tem 
John Helms.
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 The Central Mississippi Regional Li-
brary System (CMRLS) and the Board 
of Trustees recently announced the 
temporary closure to the public of their 
Rankin County branches, including the 
Richland and Florence Public Libraries 
as well as the Headquarters office in 
Brandon. This was in response to direc-
tion from the Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health to help stop the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus in the area. This 
closure affects traditional library ser-
vices, all programs, outreach services, 
and meeting room reservations made 
by the library. CMRLS services can still 
be accessed through digital materials. 
There are thousands of eBooks, eAu-
diobooks, music, and more, available 
around the clock.
 Additionally, Friends of the Richland 

Library shared some recommended 
solutions to local bibliophiles in lieu of 
a visit to the library. Beth Woodmans-
ee,  Manager of Friends of the Richland 
Library Facebook Page, says that there 
are many ways to access reading mate-
rial, including re-reading favorites, pur-
chasing digital books online or access-
ing e-books through the library.  Out of 
ideas for the next good read? Woodman-
see made the following recommenda-
tions: "A. A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh 
books; Jeanette Baker's Nell, an old one; 
but, wonderful; War Horse is great, as 
is Jack London's Call of the Wild [and] 
one or more of Margaret Truman's many 
Capital Mystery series: Murder in the 
White House, etc."   
 CMRLS will continue to update 
their social media and website, 
www.cmrls.lib.ms.us, about any further 
disruptions to library services. 

News and remote solutions for local bookworms
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Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

MDEQ advises on proper disposal of cleaning products

 The Mississippi Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (MDEQ) is advising 
people to not flush disinfecting wipes, 
paper towels, or similar products 
in toilets but to dispose of them 
in household garbage. These 
items can cause damage to 
wastewater treatment and 
collection systems creating 
clogs, backups, pump fail-
ures, and sewer overflows 
creating additional public 
health issues. Wipes listed 
as "flushable" can also cause 
problems for wastewater and 
septic systems. 
 "An increasing number of people 
are currently at home and consum-
ing more wipes and paper towels than 
normal. We are advising people to re-

member that toilets and wastewater 
systems are not designed to process 
those types of things, which we consid-
er to be trash. Please dispose of these 
items properly with your other house-

hold garbage," said Chris Wells, 
MDEQ Interim Executive Di-
rector.                 

     Wipes are among the lead-
ing causes of sewer system 
backups and impacts to 
wastewater collection and 
treatment systems. Many 

centralized sewage collec-
tion systems depend on grav-
ity and water flow to move 

human waste and biodegrable 
toilet paper. Other items in the system 
can result in backups and spills that can 
cause discharges to the state’s water-
bodies creating public health and envi-
ronmental issues.

Special to SW Rankin News
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During the COVID-19 Quarantine
SKYWAY HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST

O�ers Our Weekly Message at
www.skywayhills.com/message-central/

To worship God is to stay connected to God.
Let Skyway help you stay connected. 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

Psalm 27:1

For more information, link to www.skywayhills.com. Skyway Hills Church of Christ

Online Services: Sundays 9 am and 10:15 am
On our Facebook page or FBCRichland.org

Local Churches

Good News You Can Use

NAME AGE CITY DOD Funeral Home 

James "Champ" McKinney 80 Pearl, MS 02/29/20 Chancellor Funeral Home
Willie Ray Wilson 88 Florence, MS 03/07/20 Chancellor Funeral Home
Connie Pitts 63 Florence, MS 03/09/20 Chancellor Funeral Home
Betty Sue Wright 84 Jackson, MS 03/15/20 Chancellor Funeral Home
Michael Smiddy 53 Florence, MS 03/17/20 Chancellor Funeral Home
John L. Williams, III 84 Florence, MS 03/18/20 Chancellor Funeral Home
Irving Forrester 91 Richland, MS 03/1920 Chancellor Funeral Home
Peter "Bernie" Trebotich, Jr. 68 Pearl, MS 03/28/20 Chancellor Funeral Home

Florence Church of Christ
P.O. Box 277, 220 White Street, Florence, Ms 39073

Visitors are always welcome!

Old Truths for Today
By J.T. Morgan

THOUGHTS FOR TIMES OF TROUBLE
  In times of trouble, we need someone to turn to! The best 
“Someone” to turn to is God! God, not gold or government! Not 
the gods served by this world. The God to turn to is the God of the 
Bible. 
 The Bible? Yes, that book that has qualities that it could not 
have if it were not from a Supernatural Source. Yes, the Bible--that 
book that identi�es the God proclaimed by the heavens and the 
earth and their inhabitants. The Bible that displays supernatural 
power and knowledge through ful�lled prophecy, scienti�c fore-
knowledge, and moral teachings-- teachings that could not origi-
nate with liars and imposters seeking to deceive and defraud. The 
Bible itself is evidence of God--because it could not exist without 
supernatural activity. 
 The God revealed in the Bible is a God who demonstrates the 
in�nite qualities of love, wisdom, power, mercy, and grace. Yes, 
we are blessed if we have gold (i.e., money) enough to sustain our 
families and to share with others who need a share of our gold to 
give them a boost in life. We are blessed when we have state and 
national governments that care about people �rst. But, we are 
blessed in�nitely more because we have a God that o�ers to be 
our constant protector, provider, and friend. The God that o�ers 
to give us eternal life--even if the coronavirus robs us of this life, a 
life sometimes marred by trouble and strife. If the coronavirus 
robs a Christian of life, it has only served as the trajectory that 
thrusts us into a better life--life in the paradise of God. 
 I am an old man, and I have “loved life and seen good days” (as 
well as a bit of heartache and sorrow). The Christ has been true to 
His promise to provide His followers a “more abundant life.” But, 
just think of the paradise promised by God--a place where there 
is no sickness, no sorrow, no pain, no tears, and no death. There-
fore, be happy, take courage, and live with con�dence and hope 
in God!

RCSD provides free meals at multiple locations

 As of Monday, April 6, 2020, the 
Rankin County School District (RCSD) 
will serve drive through grab-and-go 
meals (breakfast and lunch) on Monday 
and Wednesday from 10:30 a.m to 12:30 
p.m., during school closure. Monday’s 
meal will contain two breakfast items 
and two lunches. Wednesday’s meal will 
contain three breakfast items and three 
lunches. All children eighteen and under 
eat free and do not have to be a RCSD 
student. No I.D. is required per federal 
regulations, and children must be pres-
ent to claim their meal. Families will be 
able to drive through to pick up meals 

and, therefore, will not need to enter the 
school building for pick-up. Meals will 
be sold to adults for $3.50. In an effort to 
prevent the spread of germs, money will 
not exchange hands, so exact change is 
required.  
 The meals will be available at the fol-
lowing locations: McLaurin Elementary, 
2693 Star Rd., Florence; Richland Up-
per Elementary, 175 Wilson Dr., Rich-
land; Highland Bluff Elementary, 5970 
Hwy. 25, Brandon; Rouse Elementary, 
151 Boyce-Thompson Dr., Brandon; 
Pisgah Elementary, 125 Tori Bowie Ln, 
Brandon; Pelahatchie Elementary, 213-
B Brooks St., Pelahatchie and Puckett 
Elementary, 6382 Hwy. 18, Puckett. 

Special to SW Rankin News
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Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. 
Limit one per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does 
not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-844-740-4952
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/clintcour

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

 Recently, Mayor of Pearl Jake Wind-
ham, released the following statement:
 "From the beginning of this unprece-
dented time, the City of Pearl has fol-
lowed the guidance of our Governor, 
and state medical experts. The Governor 
has seen fit to issue a Shelter-in-Place 
order for the entire state of Mississippi, 
and our city will fully abide by the order.
I appreciate the Governor, his staff, and 
the medical ex-
perts guiding our 
state’s response to 
COVID-19.
 This order reiter-
ates a lot of what 
our city is already 
doing. Many of 
our restaurants are 
already offering 
take out/curbside 
service only. Those 
that are offering dine-in options will 
have to cease, based on the order.
 All essential businesses, as defined by 
Executive Order 1463, will be able to 
remain open. I personally ask that each 
of those businesses operate with caution 
and a mind for the well being of their 
employees as well as their customers. 
Our city website has been updated with 
a list of essential businesses that may re-

main open during this time as well as a 
copy of the shelter-in-place order.
 It is my understanding that local lead-
ers will receive further guidance from 
the Governor regarding the Shelter-in-
Place order. When I receive more news,  
I will share it with you all.
 The well being of our citizens is of the 
utmost importance. I said it a few weeks 
ago, and I'll say it again - Do not let fear 
overtake you. Our response in a time like 
this will directly impact the quality of 

our outcome. I en-
courage you to take 
precaution. This is 
the time to show 
resolve not only 
for our city but also 
for our nation. Pray 
and know that we 
will prevail through 
this unprecedented 
event.
   I will not be con-

ducting press conferences with media 
outlets to keep our citizens informed. 
Instead, I will be utilizing our Pearl Mu-
nicipal Broadcasting Page, which can 
be accessed as well through the City of 
Pearl Government Page. The City will 
continue providing information daily as 
we get through this pandemic togeth-
er. Please stay safe, stay well, and stay 
mindful of those around you."

A statement from Mayor Jake Windham

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Mayor Windham

 The Big Fix Clinic recently announced 
that it will close its doors temporarily 
in an effort to protect clients as well as 
staff members during the COVID-19 
pandemic. At that time, they will be 
re-evaluating circumstances and will re-
open as soon as it is safe to do so.
 In the mean time, Big Fix provided a 
few tips for pet owners whose pets have 
not yet been spayed or neutered. First, it 
is important to note that in the warmer 
months, cats and dogs are more likely to 
become pregnant. Cats will continue to 
come into heat until they are pregnant, 
and dogs can come into heat between 
one and three times per year. The Big 
Fix staff is aware that being closed could 
exacerbate the already dire overpopula-
tion problem in Central Mississippi, so 
here are a few things pet owners can do 
if they aren't able to get into the Big Fix 
Clinic right away: keep pets indoors; 
separate any intact pets of the opposite 
sex, even litter mates and parents from 
kittens; reinforce outdoor fencing; look 
for tutorials for adding chicken wire to 
prevent digging underneath, and for cre-
ating a roll bar on top to prevent jump-
ing over; or make a spay/neuter appoint-

ment at a private vet if one is available 
and affordable. Costs vary greatly from 
vet to vet, so pet owners are encouraged 
to reach out to several veternary clinics 
in the southwest Rankin area to find an 
option that best suits their budget.
 The Big Fix wants to reassure patrons 
that they are still available to answer 
any questions... "and hope that you stay 
safe and stay sane during this difficult 
time! If you are able to make a donation 
to help sustain us through our closure, 
please head to msspan.org/donate. Res-
idents can also help by shopping at the 
organization's thrift store via Facebook: 
The Big Thrift. The staff says they ap-
preciate the community's support.
 The Big Fix Clinic is located at 657 
Highway 49 in Richland. For further in-
formation call 601-420-2438.

Big Fix Clinic provides tips 
during temporary closure
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to The Pearl News
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 FLORENCE - Before the coronavi-
rus outbreak changed her life, a good 
day for Jessica Whittington meant tak-
ing home $80 a day in tips from her job 
as a Waffle House waitress.
 But as restaurants across the state 
have been forced to implement to-go 
ordering only, she lost interaction with 
customers and a sizable chunk of her 
income. As many people hunker down 
to avoid exposure to the spreading virus 
this week, about $20 a day is all she’s 
gotten.
 Whittington, who for years used 
drugs but has been sober for two years, 
has been rebuilding her life. She lives 
in a camper with two of her children: 
a 7-year-old girl named Sammy and 
8-year-old Jared. Both kids attend 
Simpson Central Elementary School a 
few miles west of Magee.
 After officials announced that schools 
would indefinitely postpone their return 
from spring break, Whittington strug-
gled on Sunday morning to make plans 
for her kids.

 "It’s not even paycheck-to-paycheck 
for me. I live day-to-day," she said. "I 
had no one to keep the kids. I would’ve 
had to take off work, which means I 
would’ve lost the little bit I bring in 

now. I definitely couldn’t afford child-
care. It actually became a question of 
how I was even going to feed the kids."
 A few miles away that same Sunday 
morning, a Florence woman named 
Beverly Dear woke up with an idea. 
She’d been following news about the 

coronavirus and heard about the school 
closures.
 "I remembered how stressful it was 
when one of my kids got sick and I had 
to balance schedules and make it work," 

Dear said. "I thought to myself, 'We’ve 
got this big house that’s empty. We can 
do something here.'"
 Dear, whose own children are grown 
and out of the house, ran the idea by her 
husband, Tim, who immediately agreed.
 So on Sunday at 8 a.m., she logged 

onto her Facebook page and posted a 
call-out: "Free child care! We know a 
lot of parents are experiencing a tre-
mendous hardship right now, knowing 
the kids are fixing to be out of school 
with no place to go. The financial bur-
den can be tough in times like this. Tim 
and I have decided to turn our home 
into a temporary kid zone!"
 The post continued: "We want to help! 
So just bring your kids (school aged 
kids only, please) and we will take good 
care of them, feed them, and make sure 
they have a good time! We will do this 
at no costs to you until the kids go back 
to school through March 27."
 Within a few minutes the post had 
been shared dozens of times, reaching 
the eyes of hundreds of people around 
the region. One of those people was 
Whittington’s boss at the Waffle House 
who knew her employee was in a bind.
 Whittington became the first parent to 
reach out to Dear about the free child 
care. The next morning at 5:30 a.m., 
Whittington dropped off Sammy and 
Jared at Dear’s house.
 While the spread of the coronavirus 

By Adam Ganucheau, Mississippi 
Today

'Good people still exist': How a Florence woman turned her 
home into a 'kid zone' to help parents affected by coronavirus

continued on page 9

Photo by Eric J. Shelton/Mississippi Today, Report For America

Tim Dear, from left, Beverly Dear and Shelby Herndon provide childcare for families in their Florence 
community due to the closure of the schools as a result of COVID-19.
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Call Today to 
Protect Your Family

 High school senior Charles Rounds 
is often the model of self-expression in 
his own artworks, sharing emotions that 
range from serene to anxious, ambitious 
to reverent. His drawings and paintings 
are now part of a Gold Medal Portfolio, 
the highest honor in the Scholastic Art 
& Writing Awards that brings with it a 
$10,000 scholarship.
 Rounds, eighteen, of Florence, is a 
senior at Power APAC (Academic and 
Performing Arts Complex) in Jackson 
and has been putting drawings to paper 
and making art since second grade. He 
is among 16 students nationwide - eight 
artists and eight writers - to receive the 
Gold Medal Portfolio.
 "I was so excited, that was a big deal!" 
said his mother, Tonia Rounds, who 
was with him at Power APAC when he 
got the news. Tonia Rounds is an inter-
ventionist at Walton Elementary School 
in Jackson.
 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is 
the longest-running and most presti-
gious scholarship and recognition pro-
gram for artists and writers in grades 
7-12, and a gold medal win can be a 
springboard to additional opportunities.
 Rounds has been part of Jackson Pub-
lic Schools' APAC program since fifth 
grade, pursuing a love of drawing and 
a path he’d started by sketching his fa-
vorite movie actors. Architecture is his 
chosen career path - an idea first men-
tioned by his mother as a field fitting for 
his art love, talent and skills.
 One of his portfolio works, "Over-
coming the Past, Embracing the Pres-
ent, and Building My Future" looks at 

key periods of his life, in 2007, 2019 
and finally, 2025 - the year he expects 
to graduate from architecture school, 
represented in the work by a futuristic 
building rising from a blueprint. He’s 
still mulling college plans, with Mis-
sissippi State University and the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago among 
possibilities.
 Rounds rarely starts his art with a de-
tailed plan, he says. "I’m one of those 
people that has to start on the artwork 
first," coalescing ideas as he goes, and 
relying on a higher power for ground-
ing and guidance. "He’s pretty much 
leading me, when I’m doing anything," 
Rounds says, and his oil painting "The 
Grace of God" symbolizes that faith 
and God’s all-encompassing presence. 
He worships at Evangelist Temple in 
Jackson.
 "I asked God to use my hands as a 
manifestation of His glory. Ever since 
I made that prayer and I submitted my 
life to Christ, my aim has just been to 
provide inspiration to all types of peo-
ple," to motivate himself and build on 
his confidence, he says. He’s been do-
ing building sketches in his sketchbook, 
"adapting to this whole idea of draw-
ing out sketches and being able to ac-
tually make models out them" while at 
home during school closures amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 Charles wants to eventually design 
houses and "just anything that would 
benefit the community…all different 
endeavors,” he says.
 "He’s very persistent. He’s a go-get-
ter," Tonia Rounds says. "I know he’s 
going to work extremely hard to be the 
architect he’s designed to be."

Local artist Rounds received highest honor

By Sherry Lucas

Special to SW Rankin News
Charles Rounds, local artist and Florence resident.
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

 During this unprecedented, rapidly 
evolving situation, the Pafford Fami-
ly of Emergency Services is operating 
under a unified command for all ground 
and air divisions. Pafford EMS/Air One 
President and CEO Greg Pafford would 
like for all of their healthcare partners, 
communities and team members to take 
a few moments and view the latest up-
date on their response to COVID-19. 
Pafford reassures the community that 
"we are all in this together and we will 
get through this."
 As COVID-19 has increased in signif-
icance and risk to the general public, the 
Pafford Family of 
EMS companies has 
prepared and adapt-
ed protcols accord-
ingly. 
 In response to the 
COVID-19 situa-
tion, Pafford EMS 
has prepared by in-
creasing supplies 
of infection control 
equipment, ensuring 
the latest updates 
to their medics and 
staff, and maintain-
ing a vigilant standard of education and 
training.
 In addition, Pafford has activated an 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 
Historically, they have utilized an  EOC 
for hurricane and disaster response. The 
EOC is operational twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week, for the fore-
seeable future. The EOC will conduct 
secondary screenings of 911 callers 
who report they, or someone within the 
residence or business, are currently or 
recently experienced COVID-19 symp-
toms. In addition to the EOC, Pafford 
EMS has activated their Special Re-
sponse Team (SRT) to respond to and 
transport COVID-19 positive patients 
as well as a dedicated phone line for the 

medical facilities in Mississippi. 
 All of our response areas, including 
Mississippi, are maintaining ambulance 
coverage as normal, and the public will 
not see any differences in the service 
they provide. They will continue treat 
each patient with care and concern, and, 
at this time, they do not anticipate any 
changes in their level of staffing or ser-
vice due to the coronavirus situation. 
 Pafford EMS would like to remind 
everyone to be vigilant and prudent in 
daily activities and to follow the rec-
ommended guidelines of social distanc-
ing, self-isolation when required, and 
frequent and thorough hand washing. 
In the event citizens need to call 911, 

they request that 
the caller fully re-
port any symptoms 
they or anyone else 
in the home or busi-
ness have or recent-
ly had that could 
be associated with 
COVID-19. 
 Pafford EMS, 
a family-owned and 
operated Emergency 
Services organiza-
tion began in Mag-
nolia, Arkansas with 

one ambulance in 1967. Today, Pafford 
operates approximately 150 ground am-
bulances, six specialty care transport 
trucks (critical care), three helicopter 
air ambulances, and two fixed wing air 
ambulances, in five states and the US 
Virgin Islands. Specific to Mississip-
pi, Pafford EMS serves the citizens of 
Leflore, Madison, Rankin, Washing-
ton, and Yazoo Counties, as well as, the 
City of Starkville and Merit River Re-
gion (Vicksburg). Additionally, Pafford 
Air One, clinical air division of Pafford 
EMS, serves all of Mississippi with their 
network of helicopter and fixed wing air 
ambulances. All clinical air operations 
stand ready for immediate response 
24/7/365.

A message from Pafford family EMS
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Announcing the Rankin County Law Practice:

Check out our website and case results:

*Vicki L. Gilliam is licensed to practice law in Mississippi, Alabama, 
.

Vicki L. Gilliam*, Attorney at Law
Licensed to Practice Law Since 1993

Located on the Square in Brandon
106 Town Square, Brandon, MS 39042

Practicing in the Litigation areas of:

• Criminal Defense (Madison & Rankin)
• Personal Injury (Car or Big Truck Wrecks)
• Wrongful Death of Loved Ones
• Estate/Probate Disputes
• Small Business Disputes/Claims
• Disputes with Insurance Companies
• Worker’s Compensation
• Real Estate Disputes

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

WIN
$25!*

*Winner will receive a $25
gift certi�cate from

ChixChicken & Chopz at the
Outlets of Mississippi in Pearl.

WINNER FOR MARCH...CHARLES AGUILAR
CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                          Find it, write the advertiser’s 
name and the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated address.  A drawing will 
be held to determine our winner from all correct entries received by March 20, 2020.  There will be one winner per 
each issue in which this contest entry form appears.  One entry per household per issue, please.
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PPSD child nutrition staff, hometown heroes

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are: Pearl Upper Elementary Cafeteria Manager Jeanette Ware and staff member Trina 
Killens. Pictured (l to r) are: Vicky Wilson and Yvonne Anderson from Northside Elementary cafeteria.

Pearl Early Child Education Center Cafeteria Manager Zola Jenkins.
Pictured (l to r) are: Pearl Lower Elementary Cafeteria staff Lillie Steele, Pearl High School cafeteria staff Mary Mason and 
Northside Elementary Cafeteria Manager Sylvia Whitehead.

Pearl Public School District (PPSD) 

Special to SW Rankin News recently thanked their child nutrition 
staff for preparing grab-and-go meals 
during the school closurere.
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continued from page 5

has upended lives and threatened the 
livelihoods of many Mississippians, it 
connected two women who live a few 
miles away but worlds apart. It inspired 
Dear’s act of generosity, and it remind-
ed Whittington of the innate goodness 
of many Mississippians.
 "Good people still exist, even if it 
sometimes doesn’t feel like it," Whit-
tington said. "I truly don’t know what I 
would’ve done without (Dear). She’s a 
godsend."
 In total this week, Dear has taken in 
14 kids, ranging in ages between 7 and 
11. Dear’s mom, sister and niece have 
helped keep the kids fed and busy while 
their parents work.
 During the day, the kids have played 
board games and done puzzles. They’ve 
played baseball and cornhole and 
putt-putt golf in the yard, and they’ve 
watched movies. They’ve loaded up in 
cars and ridden to a nearby farm that 
Dear’s niece owns, where the kids have 
fed goats, cows and horses.
 As shares of Dear’s Facebook post 
continued, she heard from old friends 
and even strangers who offered to help. 
They asked for her PayPal information 
and offered to cook for the kids.

 "So many people have reached out 
wanting to help," Dear said. "People 
just started showing up, bringing snacks 
and stuff. I’d been a little worried about 
the expense of it all, but everyone start-
ed responding."
 For at least this week and next week, 
Whittington can go to work every day 
and know her kids are in good hands 
with Dear. But free child care isn’t the 
only thing Whittington received from 
the chance connection this week.
 "(Dear’s) mother gave me $200 cash 
with no strings attached, just to help me 
get through the next little while," Whit-
tington said, her voice cracking as she 
fought back tears. "I didn’t have any 
money saved up, so it meant everything 
to me. (Dear) and her momma, they’ve 
really saved me.”
 While she’s given her time and money 
to help others, Dear said she’s received 
something bigger than any of that 
through the experience.
 "I think right now especially, help-
ing people is the very least we could 
do,"Dear said. "Seeing so much good in 
so many people through all of this - I 
can’t tell you how big of a blessing this 
has been."

'Good people still exist'

Florence's Little Eagles, cultivating love of the game

Photos special to SW Rankin NewsThe Florence Dream 14u girls finish runner-up in the City of Jackson Cartoon League. Pictured (l to r) 
are, front row: Shermera Mason, Tayler Thurman, Bree Leflore, Arianna Barnes and Kaleigh Chancel-
lor; and back row: Faith Quick, Ahmya Norwood, Malayah Miller, Bria Spell, Driah Gore and Starr Amos.

Pictured (l to r) are Gavin Morrow and Josiah 
Griffith who celebrate their runner-up trophy 
at the Mississippi Basketball Association.

Pictured (l to r) are: Coach Stanley Dixon Jr., Morgan Bur-
nett and Coach Lauren Dixon.



April 202010 Good News You Can Use

Corner Clinic is now 
offering online video 
appointments! 

(601) 992-0004

Connect with our Healthcare 
Professionals viaTelehealth.

Simple and convenient to use. Just use a browser on a 
computer or mobile device with a camera and microphone.

To schedule your online Telehealth 
appointment call our clinic or visit our website.

Consult with our clinic remotely 
using our live real-time technology. 

cornerclinicurgentcare.com   cornerclinic.doxy.me 
132 Lakeland Heights Blvd.   Flowood

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm   Saturday 9am-6pm   Sunday 1pm-6pm

4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

PEARL
LOCATION

601-939-3255

Richland, MS 39218

RICHLAND
LOCATION

601-939-5007

133 Center Street

Hope You Had A
                         Hoppy Easter!

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

601-460-0256

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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Richland's Patrick signs with JCC

Special to SW Rankin News 

Isaiah Patrick signed his letter of intent to play basketball for Jones Community College (JCC) in 2020. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: cousin Eric Patrick, mom Christine Thompson, Isaiah Patrick and brother Sa-
ranthus Weathersby; and back row: Assistant Principal Dr. Thomas Dudley, Assistant Principal Dr. Terrence McEwen, Assistant Principal Corey Yates, Coach Russell Marsalis, Assistant Coach Will Hedgepeth and  
Principal Dr. Scott Rimes.

Pearl High's Woods signs with MCC

Special to SW Rankin News 

Pearl High School (PHS) senior Hannah Woods signed to play soccer at Meridian Community College (MCC). Pictured (l to r) are front row: mother Misty Woods, Hannah, and father Jeremy Woods; and back row: 
PHS Assistant Principal John Craven, PHS Head Soccer Coach Kathryn Welch, cousin Preston Woods, grandmother Bonnie Woods, cousin Anna Woods, grandfather Glynn Woods, Pearl Athletic Director Richard 
Smithhart, PHS Assistant Soccer Coach Suzie Channell and PHS Assistant Soccer Coach Bailey Hart.
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Florence High athletes "Read Across America" at SCE

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pictured is Florence High School (FHS) football player Graison King.

Pictured are FHS football players (l to r) Graison King, Camari Sanders, Jona-
than Quick, Eric Simmons and Ladies Powerlifter Dylan Crenshaw.

Pictured (l to r) are: FHS baseball players Kan-
non Griffin and Peyton McDaniel.

Pictured is FHS football player Camari Sanders.

Pictured with SCE students (l to r) are: FHS baseball players Peyton McDaniel 
and Kannon Griffin with Hudson’s first grade class.

Pictured with SCE students (l to r) are: FHS baseball player Brantley Muse, FHS 
football players Camari Sanders, Eric Simmons, jake pyles and Jonathan quick 
and FHS baseball player Will Whatley.

 Steen's Creek Elementary (SCE) cel-
ebrated Read Across America Week 
March 2 through March 6. The week is 
a yearly celebration honoring the birth 
of Dr. Seuss. This year, the students 
had multiple guest readers. Many of 
those readers were varsity athletes 

from Florence 
High School. 
Members of the 
sports teams vis-
ited SCE daily to 
read with the stu-
dents and encour-
age them to read 
every day.

Special to SW Rankin News


