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ball at the goal-line. His Rebel team-

Knight ready to contrlbute to Rebels agam

As with most teams, the Ole Miss Reb-
els have headed into the 2021 college
football season with hope and excite-
ment. The team will return key pieces on
both side of the football, including Pearl
native Tylan Knight.

Knight has seen time as running back
and defensive back during his career in
Oxford, but the 2020 season saw him
embrace a larger role on defense. He
tallied a career-high twenty total tackles
and two tackles for loss. Knight also led
the team with forced three fumbles.

The 2018 Pearl High School graduate
also had a knack for making big plays
when the lights were at their brightest.
With Mississippi State primed to tie the
Egg Bowl in the first quarter, Knight
caused a key turnover when he stripped
Bulldog receiver Austin Williams of the

mate, Deane Leonard, returned the ball
eighty-four yards. The Rebels scored a
touchdown just a few plays later, and
they went on to defeat the Bulldogs 31-
24.

In the Outback Bowl against nation-
ally-ranked Indiana, Knight put an end
to a Hoosier third quarter drive with an-
other forced fumble. This time All-Big
Ten wide receiver Whop Philyor was the
victim, and the ball was promptly recov-
ered teammate Jalen Jordan. The Rebels
went on to upset the Hoosiers 26-20 in
Tampa.

Knight and the Rebels will have a
chance to build on their strong finish in
2020 very soon. The team opened the
2021 season with a non-conference win
over Louisville at Mercedes-Benz Stadi-
um in Atlanta. ESPN televised the game
nationally on September 6.

Pearl native Tylan Knight, player #4

Special to The Pearl News

Jason Davis "Kick Cancer Classm honors namesake with benefit

Special to The Pearl News

Jason Davis Memorial "Kick Cancer
Classic,” a cancer benefit held in the
memory of Pearl soccer player Jason
Davis, is scheduled for Saturday October
30. Since 1995, the Pearl Youth Soccer
League (PYSL) has been fortunate to
provide this benefit soccer tournament,
the proceeds of which are donated to a
local family fighting cancer. The tourna-
ment is open to U6 - U19 teams, recre-
ational and competitive.

Davis began playing soccer with PYSL
during the year of its inception, 1980. He
attended Pearl Schools from elementa-
ry through high school until graduation
in 1993. While attending Pearl schools,
he played for the Pearl Junior High and
High School soccer teams from 1986 to
1993. After graduation, Davis attended
The University of Mississippi and played
on their first soccer team.

Davis was a freshman at Ole Miss when
he was diagnosed with Squamous Cell
Carcinoma in head and neck. He was

Brad Givens, the 2021 awardee. Givens lives in
Pearl with his wife, Tiffany, and his four children.
He is a member of McLaurin Heights Baptist
Church and is also a member of the 114th MP Co.
He works full time as a technician with the Nation-
al Guard. In May, Brad was diagnosed with stage
IV Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.

able to complete the soccer season ex-
cluding the tournament games at the end
of the season.

Davis received his cancer treatments
at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston,
Texas. Upon completing his treatments
Davis returned to Ole Miss in the Fall

Photos special to The Pearl News
Jason Davis

of 1994. He attempted to practice with
the soccer team but realized he was not
physically able. Instead, Davis went to
the City of Oxford and became a coach

for a U2 team.

While Davis was receiving cancer treat-
ments at M.D. Anderson, the Pearl Youth
Soccer League organized a tournament
to raise money to help with Davis's ex-
penses.

After he passed away, PYSL asked if
they could continue the tournament in
Davis's name to help others fighting can-
cer. In the early years the money was giv-
en to the American Cancer Society. More
recently, the proceeds from the tourna-
ment go to benefit other cancer victims
in Rankin County.

This year, registration closes October
27, at 12 pm. The tournament cost is
$12 per player. All U14 and above will
be 7v7 small sided games. There will be
no referees for this benefit tournament.
Coaches will handle the games and any
issues that arise will be handled by the
tournament director. There is a $5 Park-
ing Fee.

Visit www.pearlsoccer.com to register
for the 2021 event, or contact pearlsoc-
cer@gmail.com for more information.
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One-of-a- klnd memorlal joms Traveling Wall exhibit

By Alexa Haik

The "Faces of the Fallen" display, a
unique addition to The Vietnam Trav-
eling Wall exhibit coming to Richland
Thursday, September 16, is the one-of-
a-kind creation of Mississippi residents,
Bob and Richard Catlett. They created
the display to honor service men and
women who made the ultimate sacri-
fice.

The special display features one-hun-
dred and six photographs of fallen mil-
itary from the State of Mississippi, all
branches of the service, and all partici-
pated on the war against terror. The or-
der of deaths begins with the USS Cole
in April 1991 and ends December 2013.
Some of the memorials are silhouetted
as the brothers were unable to obtain a
photographic image.

Their current mission is to search
"through these towns and find these

Pictured (I to r) are: Richard and Bob Catlett.

families and see if we can get a picture"
for all names that are featured.

The display had been languishing in
storage until just recently, when the
Catletts pulled it out for refurbish-

Special to The Richland News

ment... their first stop, Richland City
Hall. The Wall itself will be open twen-
ty-four hours a day during its time in
Richland. The exhibit is open to all,
free-of-charge.

Escort details: On Thursday, Sep-
tember 16, the wall will leave at noon
from 3984 Highway 49 in Hattiesburg
(Exxon Gas Station-next to Camp Shel-
by Southgate) and arrive at its' Town
Square location, at 380 Scarbrough
Street in Richland, around 2 p.m.

The itinerary: On Thursday, Sep-
tember 16, at 8 p.m. the wall opens; on
Friday, September 17, at 10 a.m. the
opening ceremony will be held; Sat-
urday, September 18, at 7 p.m. is the
candlelight ceremony; and on Monday,
September 20, at 8 a.m. the wall closes.

Parking will be available at City Hall,
the Senior Center and the Riverwood
Shopping Center.

For those interested in volunteering,
contact Stephanic Ward at 601-420-
1530 or sward@richlandms.com.

For further information, visit www.
richlandms.org/city-organizations/
reda/ and www.travelingwall.us/.

"Petco Love" invests in MS SPAN' Iifesavmg work

Special to The Richland News

Mississippi Spay & Neuter announced
recently a $7,500 grant investment
from the newly named "Petco Love" to
support their lifesaving work for ani-
mals in Central Mississippi.

Petco Love is a nonprofit leading
change for pets nationally by making
communities and pet families clos-
er, stronger, and healthier. Since their
founding in 1999 as the Petco Founda-
tion, they’ve empowered organizations
with $300 million invested to date in
adoption and other lifesaving efforts.
And, they’ve helped find loving homes
for more than 6.5 million pets in part-
nership with Petco and more than 4,000
organizations nationwide.

"Today Petco Love invests in Missis-
sippi Spay & Neuter and hundreds of
other organizations across the nation
working to improve animal health and
welfare as part of our commitment to

creating a future in which no pet is un-
necessarily euthanized," said Susanne
Kogut, President of Petco Love. "Our
local investments are only one compo-
nent. This year, we also launched the
first of our national tools, Petco Love
Lost, which empowers all animal lov-
ers to drive lifesaving change right
alongside us."

"This generous investment will sup-
port our feral cat spay/neuter program
and help us have a greater lifesaving
impact. Often, feral cats congregate
in colonies, and their care is left to the
generous person who feeds them. Help-
ing with the cost of spay/neuter can re-
duce this burden and help prevent the
further overpopulation in colonies. Pet-
co Love's investment will help approx-
imately 214 cats in need at our Big Fix
Clinic, where we fix around forty-five
feral cats each month," said Sharon
Garner, Executive Director at Missis-
sippi Spay & Neuter.

Mississippi Spay
& Neuter is a
nonprofit  organi-
zation  dedicated
to ending animal
homelessness and
cuthanasia through
spay and neuter.

The organization
has aided more
than 90,000 ani-
mals by providing
affordable spay
and neuter ser-
vices through their
Big Fix Clinic and
voucher programs.

Mississippi  Spay
and Neuter is locat-
ed at 657 Highway
49 in Richland.
For more informa-
tion on Mississippi
Spay & Neuter and its programs, call
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Special to The Richland News

A feral cat recovers from spay surgery. All feral cats are ear-tipped, a univer-
sal sign that they've been spayed or neutered. Cats are released back in their
territory the next day by their caregivers.

601-420-2438 or visit www.msspan.
org.
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Call for vendors: Flrence Fest 0ctober 2021

Special to The Florence News

The City of Florence will hold Flor-
ence Fest 2021 on Saturday, October
23. The event, set for Hemphill Park,
will include arts and crafts and busi-
ness booths, as well as food vendors.
Registration is now open for all types
of vendors. The registration deadline
is October 8, at which time a $25 late
fee will be added. Booths are available
until October 22, or until all booth
spaces are taken.

Arts and crafts vendors will be
provided a 10-foot by 12-foot space
at $50. Electricity is $10 in addition
to the booth fee. Vendors will need to
supply tables, chairs, tents, and exten-
sion cords. Muffled generators are al-
lowed.

A 10-foot by 12-foot booth space will
also be provided to businesses at $50
per business. Business booths may
distribute pens, pencils, key chains,
note pads, magnets, etc., but no food
items.

Food vendors will be provided a
24-foot by 12-foot space at $150 per

Florence Fest 2019.

Photos special to The Florence News

vendor. A food permit is required.
Food vendors are also required to fully
clean their area before leaving. Cook-
ing oil and/or grease will need to be
taken with the vendor for disposal.

Non-profit organizations are wel-
come to set-up space. Free booths for
Florence-based organizations will be
provided, and must be approved by
the mayor. 110 V electricity can be
provided at an additional $10. Contact
the city for availability.

A map with each vendor’s assigned
space, along with details of set up
times, will be mailed to each, prior to

the event. Vendors will be required to
collect sales tax for their sales and will
be provided with a reporting form.
Sales tax will be collected at the end
of the day by City of Florence person-
nel to turn in to Mississippi State Tax
Commission.

Vendor setup will begin Friday, Oc-
tober 22, from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. and
Saturday morning from 6:30 a.m. un-
til 8:30 a.m. The market will open at
9 a.m. and all vehicles must be out of
the vendor area at that time. A parking
area will be assigned for vendors.

Vendors may begin dismantling their
booths at 4 p.m. or any time thereafter.
No one will be allowed to bring a vehi-
cle into the vendor area until that time.
All vendors will be required to fully
clean their area before leaving.

Return completed application with
check (payable to City of Florence)
to: City of Florence — Florence Fest,
P.O. Box 187, Florence, Mississippi,
39073. Contact the City of Florence
Parks and Recreation Department for
further information at 601-845-5858
or email cityhalldclerk@gmail.com.

Womack of Florence wins leters Awards

Special to The Florence News

Lois Womack of Florence won a special
novice award for her quilt named “My
Whimsical Garden” at the Fortieth Ju-
bilee Quilt Show, hosted by the Smoky
Mountain Quilters of Tennessee (SMQ)
July 30 through 31, at the Knoxville
Expo Center in Knoxville, Tennessee.
She also took home second place honors
for her quilt named “Forest Galorest,”
which was entered in the Small Appli-
que and/or Mixed Techniques — Team
category.

The quilt show featured more than 200
quilts and approximately $6,000 in
awards. It celebrated the fortieth show
hosted by the Smoky Mountain Quilters
of Tennessee.

The guild meets monthly in Knoxville.

Lois Womack of Florence won a Second Place award for her quilt, "Forest Galorest.”

The guild’s primary goals are to pro-
mote and encourage the knowledge of
quilt making as an art and a craft, to
study its history as an integral part of the
past, and to promote friendship through
shared activities. Guild activities include

Photos special to The Florence News

Womack received a special Novice award for her quilt, "My Whimsical Garden."

workshops, block
drawings, exhibits,
and quilts made for charitable organiza-
tions. The guild’s more than 100 mem-
bers are as diverse as the quilts they love
-- traditional and art quilts, complex and

minimalist modern designs, small and
bed-sized, and hand or machine stitched.

For more information, visit www.smo-
kymtnquilters.com or follow them on
Facebook.
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RCSD joins MDEQ’s enHance program

Special to SW Rankin News

The Mississippi Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (MDEQ) recently
accepted one new member and six re-
newal memberships into its enHance
program for the 2021 class. The recog-
nition was part of the annual workshop
and awards luncheon held in Jackson.
The class of 2020 was also recognized
due to the cancelation of the annual
meeting last year. Three new members
and eleven renewing members were part
of that group, including Rankin County
School District (RCSD).

RCSD joined as an Associate in 2020,
and have committed to pursuing Energy
Star Certification for as many of their
twenty-eight schools as possible. As
they work towards this goal, they will
be reducing their total energy consump-
tion and thereby reduce their carbon
footprint and associated greenhouse gas
emissions.

The workshop also included presen-
tations on various pollution prevention
topics and issues. The annual meeting is

jointly sponsored by MDEQ’s Pollution
Prevention Program and the Mississippi
Manufacturers Association.

enHance is a voluntary stewardship
program that recognizes committed en-
vironmental leaders who accomplish
goals beyond their legal requirements.

Participating organizations make a
commitment to address and achieve on-
going environmental improvements.

enHance is open to facilities, cities,
counties, and other entities who are in-
terested in the program, and applicants
can choose from three tiers: Leader,
Steward, or Associate.

"It is an honor to recognize these
members that actively strive to reduce
their wastes, reduce their environmental
impacts, and improve the quality of life
in their communities. Their vision and
leadership is to be commended as their
efforts result in both immediate and
long-term benefits for our state," said
Chris Wells, MDEQ Executive Director.

For more information about the en-
Hance program, visit www.mdeq.
ms.gov/land/waste-division/enhance.

Richland-Florence Garden Club
activities and announcements

Special to SW Rankin News

The Richland-Florence Garden Club
(RFGC) held their first monthly meet-
ing Thursday, September 2. Their guest
speaker of the month was Marcie Lock-
ett from "Birds Unlimited." Locket
spoke about hummingbirds.

Club members learned: how to differ-
entiate between male and female birds;
behavioral patterns of female "hum-
mers"; the dangers of using red color-
ing/dye in hummingbird syrup; and,
identifying the praying mantis as the
number-one predator of humming birds.

Members and visitors said it was re-
freshing to gather together after many
months and are anticipating and plan-
ning many interesting meetings with
speakers and various activities.

Recently, RFGC members created
bows for the Traveling Memorial Viet-
nam Wall, coming Thursday, September
16 through Sunday, September 19, to
Richland Town Center.

RFGC also has an upcoming garage
sale on Saturday, October 2, at the Rich-
land Community Center, from 8 a.m.
until 1 p.m.

Present at the meeting were Gaynell
Ainsworth, Barbara Anglin, Carol Az-
zone, Teenie Boone, Scottie Boyanton,

Photos special to SW Rankin News
Marcie Lockett of Birds Unlimited.

Sandra Hales-Boyd, Rowan Craft, Peg-
gy Evans, Susan Harrison, Elizabeth
Hawthorne, Beverly Hemphill, Anna-
jeral Knight, Debbie Knight, Shannon
Laseter, Beth Sanford, Amanda Sartain,
Connie Snow, Minetta Veasey, Lynn
Wynne and speaker Marcie Lockett.
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THE PUMPKIN PATCH AT MITCHELL FARMS
WILL BE OPEN SEPT 25 - NOV 7, 2021!

Weekdays are for school field trips only.
Open to the public, Sat 9-6 and Sun 1-5 throughout the season.

Costis 515 per person.

Food vendors available, clean restrooms, handicapped accessible.
Cash and credit cards accepted.

650 Leaf River Church Road, Collins, MS 39428
(601) 765-8609 or (601) 606-0762 » www.Mitchellfarms-ms

T
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Join us as we host the Mitchell Farms

11™ ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI
PEANUT FESTIVAL
Sat, Oct. 2, 2021, 93.m. -6 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 3, 2021, 12 - 5 p.m.

The Festival will include: A tour of
a working farm with turn of century
antiques! Phus, over 75 vendors fram all
over the soath such as: Arts & Crafts
Exhibitors, Antigues, Unigue Children’s
> B Clothes, Collectibles, Jewelry, Yard Art,
ik § And a Wide Variety of Food!
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Announce

Weddings
& Births

Call Clay
today to find
out how to let

your neighbors
know about your
good news.

601-397-4442




September 2021

Good News You Can Use

5

Kickin' Cancer tournament announces 2021 champlons

By Virginia Miller

The Rubber Busters did it again - they
are the reigning champions for the
Eighth Annual Kickin' Cancer Coed
Kickball Tournament in Memory of
Paige McLendon. The Enforcers took
home second place and the Costumes
for a Cause Award.

This year's recipient of all proceeds is
wife, mother, nurse, and warrior Jenny
Staggs; she and her family say they ap-
preciate all those who contributed to the
cause, as she continues to battle colon
cancer with a vengeance.

The tournament organizers say they
would like to express their thanks to all
teams that participated in the 2021 event,
including The Dream Team, Lockdown,
Like Totally Pitchin,' Kickbacks, Scoo-
by, G.I. Joes, and Blue Power Rangers.
Last but not least, thanks and gratitude

are also expressed to the amazing vol-
unteers, sponsors, and supporters; orga-
nizers say they could not do it without
their help.

Tournament organizers say they would
also like to express their appreciation to
the City of Richland, Mayor Pat Sulli-
van, Cole Smith, Guy Smith, Jeff Payne,
Irby Construction, Mazzio's Italian Eat-
ery, Joey Sebren, Jimmy Dean and Tam-
my McGowan, Natalie Crowder, Chris-
tian Whitfield, Marshall Kranz, Maddie
B. Kirk, Ty Wedgeworth, Bruce Agee,

Tyler and Carson Weaver, Mike Dupree,
Renee and Kevin Moha, Shaun Duran,
and Mike Hollins.

Visit Kickin' Cancer Coed Kickball
Tournament in Memory of Paige Mc-
Lendon on Instagram and Facebook for
upcoming tournaments.

For further information, contact m1I-
lerfundraising@yahoo.com.

Team Blue Power Rangers

Team G.I. Joes

Photos special to SW Rankin News
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Obituaries

Siemens Energy donates
pplies to Richland High Schoo

Ty
P

Recently, Siemens Energy donated school supplies to Richland High School to assist students in prepa-
ration for the 2021-2022 school year. Pictured (I to r) are Siemens representative Debra Cameron,
Dominic Dunham, Marcus Stewart, Thomas Dudley and Corey Yates.

NAME AGE  CITY DOD  Funeral Home
Pamela Harris White 70y Florence,MS 7/31/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Jonathan Gifford Price 50y Pearl, MS 7/31/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kimberly Ann Gardner 40y Richland,MS 8/4/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kayla Joyce Padgett 60y Brandon,MS 8/5/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Annie Mae Guthrie 86y Florence, MS 8/9/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Nell Jackson Mees 81y Richland, MS 8/9/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Rozella“Roze” Franks 72y Florence, MS 8/9/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
James“Jimmy”Williamson 86y Florence, MS 8/13/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
David Winston Nunnery 70y Jackson,MS 8/15/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Allyn Roush 51y Florence, MS 8/18/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Terry Scott Harrell, Sr. 66y Florence, MS 8/18/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Rebecca Wallace Fendlason 62y Richland, MS 8/19/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Johnny Kenneth Stevens 87y Florence, MS 8/19/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Alice Josephine Story 95y Ridgeland, MS 8/23/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Steve Mitchell Kelly 66y Florence,MS 8/24/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Jonnie Gagneaux 50y  Pearl,MS  8/24/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kathryn Mullins 90y  Pearl,MS  8/28/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Maudie Lee Wilson 89y Florence, MS 8/31/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Lavelle Robertson 86y  Pear,MS  8/31/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
Jackie Dale Brunt 65y Richland, MS 8/31/2021 Chancellor Funeral Home
ho will you trust with the most precious
thing in your life?
As a family-owned and operated funeral home, we believe we
are better prepared to serve your family.
Those you know and trust,
Chancellor Funeral Home
7225 Siwell Road*Byram=601-372-2955 o www.chancellorfuneralhome.com o 2576 Highway 49 South=Florence+601-845-4449

Local Churches

RICHLAND

1102 Highway 49 South
Richland, MS 39218
601-939-1715

www.fbcrichland.org

2136 US 49, Florence, MS 39073 Visit us online at: RestorationMS.org Follow us on Facebook: RestorationChurchMS

Sunday Service 10AM (In Person)
LIVE streamed Facehook & Youtube
hitps://www.youtube.com/user/restorationweb

| Pl LARRY & TERRI PATE
L LEAD PASTORS

Worship experience monthly on
1st Wednesdays 6:30PM

EDDIE & DEBRA BROWN
FOUNDING PASTORS

COMECT

wTH BEATAR& TGS

¢ §§ /

@ MAKE A DIFFERENCE

& ROBBIE & KAILEY SWINDLE
* STUDENT PASTORS

Youth Ministry | Children’s Ministry | Small Groups

@ KNOW GOD @ FIND FREEDOM @ DISCOVER PURPOSE

Old Truths for Today

The Two Builders
Matt. 7:21-29
J.T. Morgan

One of the highlights of the teachings of Jesus is recorded as “The Sermon on
the Mount.” These valuable lessons begin in Matthew chapter 5 where Jesus
“went up into a mountain and His disciples came unto Him.” (Matt. 5:1). This is the
beginning of the wonderful lessons He taught. As the sermon closes it is brought
to a dramatic climax with the parable of the "two builders.”

This parable sums up the varied teaching of the world's greatest sermon and
sets forth the absolute necessity of hearing and obeying the words of the Master
Teachers. It's message is one of solemn waming as to the results of following or
not following the teachings contained in this sermon. The truths relate to and affect
the eternal destiny of every man and woman and is of the utmost urgency and
importance.

The two builders represent two classes of men: those who build their lives on the
truth of God's Word and those who fail to build on this one secure foundation.
There are only two kinds of builders: those who build according to God's plans and
those who build contrary to God's plan. There are also only two inevitable results:
thase who build with God are blessed and secure; those who build with God come
to ruin.

In this parable Christ teaches us that every man is building; every building will be
tested and the result of the testing depends upon the foundation. The only sure
foundation is obedience to His word.

Each day we live we are putting materials into the building of our lives and
character; the thoughts we think, the motives we cherish, the words we speak, the
deeds we do, the aims we pursue. All of these many materials and more are going
into the building of our spiritual house. Regardiess of what materials we choose to
put into our building, the fact remains this is the house in which he must dwell
forever,

The master architect reminds us that every bullding shall be tested. Life itself is
a testing time. Everyone is tested by the ordinary events and circumstances of
daily living. Are we faithfully doing our work from day to day putting our best effort
to the very best of our abilities? Are we assuming our full responsibility and
fulfilling our obligations in the various relationships in life? The things we do, the
things we read, the way we treat those about us, the pleasures we seek, the
things we choose and the things we reject, all of these are tests of our characters
and our building. The use we make of the Lord's Day tests whether we're building
upon the solid rock of God's Word or upon the perilous sands of sinful
disobedience. Are we truly seeking “first the Kingdom of God?" (Matt.6:33),

The only sure foundation is Christ! The Christ-built life is the only life that will
survive the test of time and eternity. The confrast between the two builders: one is
permanent, the other perishes. Paul says there is no other foundation upon which
we can build. (1 Cor. 3:10), What Christ builds stands forever! (1 Jno. 2:15-17).

Florence Church of Christ, P.O. Box 277, 220 Whire Streer
Florence, Ms 39073
Visitors are always welcome!
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Adams receives NFHS MSHAA
Coach of the Year Award

Special to SW Rankin News

Ranger Nation recently announced that Coach John Adams received NFHS MSHAA Coach of the Year
Award from the Coaches Association. Pictured (I to r) are Athletic Director Coach Todd Montgomery and
Coach John Adams.

Brakes Clutches
Timing Belts Certified A/C
Water Pumps And More
2 &4 Wheel
Allignments

Richland Wrecker Service and Auto Repair

601-502-3706 .2

HOUR
24-Hour Service -We go the extra mile
“22 years experience in auto repair”

(601) 936-0003 2651 Hwy. 468 (601) 936-0353
{Business Phone) Pear, MS 39208 {Fax)

City of Florence approves
Troop 85 project proposal

»

Special to SW Rankin News

Jana-Len Jones of Florence's Troop 85 recently appeared before the Florence Mayor, Bob Morris, and
Board of Aldermen, requesting approval to build an octagonal table and benches at the tennis courts at
Hemphill Park. She explained that her project would allow tennis players to have somewhere to sit during
practices and for parents to sit during matches. Jones received approval for the project. Eagle Day is
scheduled for Thursday, October 21. Pictured (1 to r) are Mayor Bob Morris and Jana-Len Jones.

Serving Pearl and Rankin County for more than 30 years.

ANDY EATON
INSURANGEAGENCY.

Home & Auto Insurance
Office: 3170 Hwy 80 E

Pearl, MS 39208
Contact: (601) 939-0102

Fax: (601) 936-9515
Aeaton9300@aol.com
Hours: Monday - Friday
8:30AM - 5:00PM

Richland Air Conditioning Service Co.

Residential « Commereial
Heating and Cooling
All Brands
24 Hour Answering Service
0 el il
601-932-5532
Fax: 601-932-5533
740 Highway 49 S. = Richland
Let us check your heat or air!

Jerry Mclendon
Chwner

10-Year

Warranty
Available
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CMTR: Hatchling turtle

foster program for educators

Special to SW Rankin News

In 2018, CMTR began the hatchling
turtle foster program for educators. For
those interested in having education-
al turtles in their classrooms, but who
don’t have space or resources needed at
home to care for a turtle year-round, this
could be an excellent option. The educa-
tor will care for the hatchling(s) through
the school year and return them when
school wraps up the following summer
(or, in some cases, release the turtles
themselves with their students.)

This program is available to any and all
educators, including public school edu-
cators, private school educators, college/
university educators, as well as home-
school educators.

Central Mississippi Turtle Rescue
(CMTR) regularly takes in female turtles
that lay eggs while in rehab. They also
always check recently-deceased females
and extract any eggs she might be carry-
ing. These eggs are then incubated, and,
if all goes well, baby turtles are hatched
in two to three months. The hatchlings
then remain in care over winter and are
released the following summer.

It is important to note that turtles typ-

Special to SW Rankin News

ically start hatching in August/Septem-
ber. CMTR makes sure they are eating
and appear to be healthy before trans-
ferring them into any foster home or
school. Approved applicants will receive
the foster hatchling as soon as possible,
but this means they may not have a fos-
ter turtle at the very beginning of the
school year.

CMTR will contact applicants as soon
as possible if their application is ap-
proved. Approved applicants will be
granted foster turtles to care for on a
first-come, first-served basis. Final ap-
proval and the transfer of turtles to the
educators to foster will also depend on
completion of attachments mentioned in
the document.

Educators interested in this program
may visit the CMTR website to view a
full description of the program, a list of
rules and to download an application.
They are instructed to complete, sign
and submit the application to turtleres-
cuems@gmail.com or by mail at Central
MS Turtle Rescue, P.O. Box 1374, Flor-
ence, MS 39073.

For further information, visit www.
centralmsturtlerescue.com/-foster-pro-
grams.html.

Register now for fall
Master Gardener class

Special to SW Rankin News

Gardeners wanting to contribute to
their communities are encouraged to
take advantage of an online training op-
portunity to hone their skills this fall.
Registration ends September 15, for the
newest class of Master Gardeners. These
expert volunteers are trained and certi-
fied in consumer horticulture and related
areas by the Mississippi State University
Extension Service.

"In exchange for forty hours of educa-
tional training, par-
ticipants return forty
hours of volunteer
service within one
year of their train-
ing," said Jeff Wilson,
Extension  horticul-
ture specialist and
state coordinator of
the Master Gardener
program.

A community ben-
efits in many ways
from its local Master
Gardeners. After the
first year’s forty-hour
community  service
requirement is met,
Master Gardeners
continue to receive
training and log a
minimum of twenty
community  service
hours a year to maintain their certified
status.

The volunteer work of Master Gar-
deners helps local Extension offices
reach a broader audience than is pos-
sible through just the efforts of Exten-
sion agents. Volunteers also extend the
educational arm of the university to the
public by providing horticultural infor-
mation based on university research and
recommendations.

"Master Gardener volunteers experi-

organization.

ence the personal satisfaction of serving
their community, gaining horticultural
expertise and connecting with their local
gardening community," Wilson said.
This year, all Master Gardener instruc-
tion is online and self-paced. The current
class begins October 1, and closes No-
vember 30.

The cost is $125 for those desiring to
become certified Master Gardener vol-
unteers and provide forty hours of ser-
vice. For $200, a home-gardening course
is available for those not interested in

Photo by MSU Extension Service/Kevin Hudson

Registration has begun for the next class of Master Gardeners, a program
offered by the Mississippi State University Extension Service. Eileen Hol-
lander of Pearl River County is one of the expert volunteers in this service

the volunteer service component. A third
option is to pay $25 per class for select
classes. These classes are available year-
round and do not require volunteering.

To register for the training and learn
more about the Master Gardener pro-
gram, visit http://msuext.ms/mg.

MSU is an equal opportunity institu-
tion. For disability accommodation or
questions about the Master Gardener
program, contact Jeff Wilson at 662-
566-8019 or jeff.wilson@msstate.edu.

BO CHANDLER
601-932-1306 -°- 601-213-7732

www.conradmartin.com

.
Conrad

Wartin
b and
REAL ESTATE, INC.
The Most ‘Red” Cign In Mississippi

Check out chandlerrealtym * \

Our website is updated‘daily

to assist You, the consumer, miﬁ*FRS}

and CONVENIENT way to fmd yeur
perfect location.
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Save the Date: Christmas in

2019 Richland Christmas Parade

Special to SW Rankin News

Christmas in Richland is returning
in 2021. Beginning Friday, Decem-
ber 10, there will be a tree lighting at
6:30 p.m. at Richland City Hall/Town
Square. Then, following on Saturday,
December 11, Totally Locally Christ-
mas Market will be held from 9 a.m.
until 4 p.m. at the Richland Commu-

Richland is coming in 2021

Photos special to SW Rankin News

nity Center. Kids Fun will also be held
December 11, from noon until 8 p.m.,
at the City Hall/Town Square. Finally,
as is customary of years past, the Rich-
land Christmas Parade will begin at 5
p.m. on the eleventh, where the theme
will be "Joy to the World."The line-up
will begin at Westside Park.

More information will be released in
the coming months.

McLaurin’s Smith receives

Special to SW Rankin News

McLaurin High School’s (MHS) junior Gracie Smith was recently named to the University of Alabama’s
(UA) Early College Director’s List. This list recognizes students that have academically excelled in early
college courses through the university. Smith has maintained a 4.0 and also is the only student from
Mississippi to receive this honor.

THE
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Agency on Aging adds "Chore Services" to its offerings

By Alexa Haik

The Central Mississippi Planning and
Development District, Inc. (CMPDD)
Area Agency on Aging is now offer-
ing "Chore Services" for seniors six-
ty years-of-age and older, in Hinds,
Madison, and Rankin counties. At the
helm of this newest offering is Dr.
Chelsea Crittle, the triple A director at
(CMPDD).

The primary focus of this program is
to provide seniors with resources and
services to enable them to remain at
home as long as possible.

Dr. Crittle believes that, "a lot of times
if they just had a little help, they could
stay at home and still be able to be com-
fortable in their own environment."

Typically, the aging program provides
staple services such as: meals, trans-
portation, and home maker programs.
An increase in funding, due at least in
part to the COVID-19 outbreak, has
allowed the agency an opportunity to
be more creative with their offerings.
Hence, Chore Services was born.

Following the receipt of Title 3 fund-
ing from Mississippi Department of
Human Services, CMPDD was able
to develop a budget. And, as with any
federal funding, this includes budget-

ary limits. For the
Chore  Services
program, there is a
$300 dollar budget
per client avail-
able for a twelve-
month period. The
$300 covers the
cost for labor as

well as supplies.
The types of
chores that are

covered under the
program are con-
sidered minor,
but never-the-less
essential, house-
hold services. Ex-
amples  include:
changing air filters
in an air condi-
tioner; light bulb
replacements; re-
pairing or replac-
ing a shower-head
or toilet; light yard
work; installing a
ceiling fan; repair-
ing or replacing
a faucet; grab bar
installation;  etc.
Chores that are not

D‘JIOTIING #"?Q ‘

CMPDD 5
.pr
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Images special to SW Rankin News

covered under the
program include:
foundation work,
most electrical
work or chang-
ing freon in an
air-conditioner.
For those inter-
ested in applying
for the program,
the first step in
the process is to
complete a needs
assessment  (not
income based)
over the phone.
They will be asked
a series of ques-
tions and from
that assessment,
applicants will re-
ceive a score. If
they do not score
high enough on
the  assessment,
they will be noti-
fied immediately.
If they are eligi-
ble, the next step
is to discuss their
primary needs and
how CMPDD may

help meet those needs.

Those interested in participating in the
Chore Services program may contact
Area Aging Program Case Manager
Rodrick Smith, at 601-981-1516.

CMPDD is dedicated to serving the
elderly and disabled population of Cen-
tral Mississippi. Federal, state, and local
resources enable CMPDD to provide
coordination of a wide array of services
throughout a seven-county region. As
advocates for the elderly and disabled,
it is CMPDD’s mission to promote in-
dependence and dignity for those they
serve through a comprehensive and
coordinated system of quality services.
As a designated Area Agency on Aging,
CMPDD operates and administers the
provisions of the Older Americans Act
of 1965. CMPDD also partners with the
State Division of Medicaid to provide
home and community-based services
through the Elderly and Disabled Med-
icaid Waiver Program.

CMPDD does accept donations to
help fund these services, and often
times donations are an important factor
in extending a particular program. To
donate to the CMPDD’s Area Agency
on Aging, contact Dr. Chelsea B. Crittle
at 601- 981-1516 or visit www.cmpdd.
org.

bl
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MS ToyCON is back, and

Save the Date: PCC to host annual

golf tournament October 1

Special to SW Rankin News

The Pearl Chamber of Commerce
(PCC) will be hosting their annual two-
flight golf tournament on Friday, Octo-
ber 1. The tournament will be held at
the Pearl Municipal Golf Course, which
"features 18-holes and 6,161 yards of
golf from the longest tees for a par of
71. The course rating is 69.4, a slope of
123 on Bermuda grass," according to the
Chamber's 2020 guide.

This year, check-in will begin at 7 a.m.,
with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. First place
winners will receive $400 per team, sec-
ond place winners will receive $300 per
team, and third place winners will re-
ceive $200 per team. There will be addi-
tional prizes for "closest to the hole" and
"longest drive," as well as door prizes.

1 W
Special to SW Rankin News

Registration will include three options
for participants: the "4-Man Team Spon-
sorship," which includes four green fees,
eight mulligans, two carts and lunch for
all team members at a cost of $400; the
second option is a "Team & Hole Spon-
sorship," which includes four green fees,
eight mulligans, two carts, hole sponsor-
ship and lunch for all team members at
a cost of $475; and a third option, the
"Hole Sponsorship," which includes a
sign placed on the tee box at a cost of
$100.

To register, visit www.pearlms.org.
Make checks payable to Pearl Chamber
of Commerce. Registration forms may
submitted by mail to P. O. Box 54125,
Pearl, Mississippi, 39288.

For further information, contact the
Chamber at 601-939-3338.

promises to be

—

MS

TOYCON

better han ever

Special to SW Rankin News

Collectors, wander no more - Missis-
sippi has its very own toy show. Mis-
sissippi's largest vintage and modern
toy and pop culture collectibles show is
back in a new location with a new title
sponsor. This year’s event is slated for
Saturday, October 2, at the Pearl Com-
munity Center.

For far too long, Mississippi toy col-
lectors have wandered the wasteland
of rummage sales and scoured the cav-

Photos and image special to SW Rankin News

erns of antique shops clutching play-
worn blackwalls, A.R.A.H. torsos, and
squishy, hollow MOTU heads. The
dream of an event that allows collectors
to touch and feel the objects of child-
hood is now a reality.

MS ToyCon is presented by Nerdvana
Comics, Games, and Collectibles and a
Mom's Trash Can Super Show.

Pearl Community Center is located
at 2414 Old Brandon Road in Pearl.
For more information and tickets, visit
www.mstoycon.com.

Pearl River Resort Properties

SIVERSTAR-
CASINO

Stay, Play, Relax,
Dine and Win!

GCOLDEN-MOON

CASFNO

Follow Us!

fEeN

Pearl River Resort = Choctaw, MS near Philadelphia » 1.866.44PEARL (1.866.447.3275) » www.PearlRiverResort.com » A development of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
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Latest news and activities for CMRLS library patrons

Special to SW Rankin News

The Central Mississippi Regional
Library System (CMRLS) Board of
Trustees and Library Team are commit-
ted to providing traditional library ser-
vices, as well as digital services, which
include access to eContent (eBooks and
eAudios), databases, and free Wi-Fi at
all branches.

Currently, all libraries are open and
available to the public. Most libraries
are open at their pre-pandemic operat-
ing hours. Each branch has hand sani-
tizer and masks for patron and staff use.
They are recommending that patrons
and staff wear masks, but it is not re-
quired. Because of the popularity and
demand, the libraries are still offering
curbside services.

All book returns are open. All re-
turned materials are cleaned before
they are shelved. Study rooms/spaces
and meeting rooms are available for
use. All public access computers are
available for use. Free Wi-Fi can be
accessed on the outside of the library
building. They are offering virtual and
limited in-person programs, mostly sto-
ry time, book clubs and Friends of the
Library meetings. All programs require
pre-registration.

September is National Library Card

sign-up month. If a student is under
the age of eighteen, he or she may get
a fine-free library card, even if they al-
ready possess a library card. The fine-
free card, called the “Acorn Card,” is
free and ensures that the card-holder is
never charged late fees. To participate,
check out two books; when those two
books are brought back, the student
may check out two

The Pearl Book Club is scheduled to
meet Wednesdays, September 15, and
29, at 10 a.m.

For families, the Pearl Library is host-
ing Acorn the Squirrel Scavenger
Hunt on Thursday, September 16, at 6
p.m. The first participant to find Acorn
Squirrel wins.

Richland Library News:

At the Richland

more.
Pearl
News:
Preschool  Story
Time is back at the
Pearl Library on
Wednesdays at 10
a.m. There will be

Library

Library this month,
for children ages
birth to twelve
years old, is Pre-
school Story Time,
each Monday at 11
a.m. There will be
age-appropriate

stories, music and A - books, songs and
a craft. September R{jg‘iﬂnal Library System | crafts. September
themes include: i S themes  include:

Let’s go to the li-
brary; Pirates; Crayons on Strike!; Ap-
ples; and Owls.

Also on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. is Pea-
nuts K-4 Story Time. Stories, music
and a craft will also be featured. This
month’s themes are: Library Card Sign
Up Month; Apples; Pirates; Johnny Ap-
pleseed; and Books.

Teens are also encouraged to visit the
library to pick up the take and make
craft for the month.

Special to SW Rankin News

Pizza on Septem-
ber 20, and Pete the Cat on September
27. To register online, visit www.cmrls.
lib.ms.us.

Adults and senior adults are encour-
aged to visit the Richland Public Li-
brary on Tuesday, September 21, for
the monthly Richland Book Club
meeting. They will be discussing Little
Fires Everywhere, by Celeste Ng. To
request a copy, visit the CRMLS on-
line catalog. A library card ID number

and pin number are required to log in.
To inquire about meeting specifics, or
to retrieve a lost pin number, call the
Richland Library at 601-932-1846.

Florence Library News: Beginning
in September, the Florence Library will
be hosting Story Time each Wednes-
day at 11 a.m. The themes of the month
include: Pete the Cat on September 15;
Colors on September 22; Apples on
September 29; and Pumpkins on Octo-
ber 6.

CMRLS has also recently introduced
the new cloudLibrary App Launch.
A virtual version of a patron's library
card is now available on the cloudLi-
brary app. Patrons can borrow eBooks
and eAudiobooks via their mobile de-
vice or computer, and borrow two items
at a time while placing holds on other
items.

CMRLS's new eBook and eAudio-
book app service, cloudLibrary, is of-
fered at no cost to all CMRLS patrons,
requiring only a valid library card and
PIN number. Bibliotheca's cloudLi-
brary app is available free through the
Apple App Store or Google Play Store
or by visiting www.yourcloudlibrary.
com. This service is available now, and
replaces the Axis360 app.

Visit CMRLS at www.cmrls.lib.ms.us
for more information.

At the Vicksburg Coding
Academy students learn
programming and coding skills
that are in high demand.

+ Face-to-Face Classes

» Earn Course Credit towards
Associate degree

+ Earn Microsoft Technology
certificate

+ Earn Career and Technical
certificates

* Located on the Vicksburg Campus

+ ERDC hiring opportunities with
successful completion!

W ALL mﬂuéonm | E
VL DOTS) peivate finel int 103 « sew ime{ALL DOTS),

: WVICKShUrg GO(IIII!I ncademv

c

.COMMU‘NITY COLLEGE

For more information, contact
Jim.Dismuke@hindscc.edu
601-629-6881

. 1> FALLREGISTRATION
GOING ON NOW!

|
h |]0 you leel SIIIGK in vesterdav s technology?
Get the cmlmy SI(IIIS j/ﬂll IIBBII for today’s workfor 08’

- a

C f_ dingAcademy is-a Jomt venture
betweend—tmds C~C and- the U.S. Army Engineer

{ Scan for website
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Career & Technical Education, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX: DeAndre House, Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.
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BBLI of Pearl, building future leaders

By Alexa Haik

Bridge Builders Leadership Initiative
(BBLI) was created to provide local stu-
dents, sixth- through twelfth-grade, the
opportunity to go "beyond the grades"
and acquire the tools necessary to become
caring leaders and model citizens. Pastors
Jamane and Alecia Williams, The Bridge
Church in Pearl, founded the non-profit
organization after sensing a sincere call
to reach the youth in the Rankin County
area.

In the fall of 2017, Pastor J, as the stu-
dents call him, began to see images of
the faces of young people that he did
not know, who needed help. Some need-
ed help building their confidence. Some
needed help building their character.
Some just needed a place to belong.

Then came the inspirational phrase,
"Bridge the Gap." Pastor J knew exactly
what it meant — to create an organization
that would do just that. Thus, the official
name was conceived.

Since then, BBLI has provided a safe
and constructive after-school atmosphere
designed to promote positive change.
Their specific objectives are to build char-
acter and integrity; to improve relational,
social, and communication skills; to en-
courage teamwork and sportsmanship; to
develop a community service mentality;
and to enhance critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving abilities.

The organizational affairs of Bridge
Builders are managed by its Board of
Directors, who are responsible for the
well-being and promotion of the or-
ganization in the community, includ-
ing fundraising and making sure the
organization continues to remain in
compliance and in good standing with-
in the community.

The Board Members are also very hands-
on and actively involved in volunteering
at Bridge Builders on a regular basis, di-

rectly impacting the lives of the students.

The program utilizes a variety of tools
and resources, including interactive ac-
tivities, hands-on assignments, crafts,
mentorship books and practical role-play
scenarios designed to develop character,
instill leadership qualities and enhance
practical life skills. They engage in a
number of different physical and recre-
ational activities, including basketball,
volleyball, and kickball, and other gym
and outdoor activities.

In addition, at the start of the pandemic,
BBLI was able to conceive creative ways
to reconnect with students and families
virtually. They provided care packages to
130 BBLI families to help with food inse-
curity. Once they were able to meet again
in person beginning in October 2020, they
began to limit the number of students per
week to thirty so that they could still gath-
er safely. They were able to persevere and
still have a successful year, despite the
challenges that the pandemic presented.

One of the program's latest upgrade in-
cludes a new bus. For the past three plus
years, BBLI was utilizing a 1981 model
school bus that had been donated to trans-
port students to the Pearl Parks and Rec
Building each day.

During the 2021 summer, BBLI asked
the community to participate in a fund-
raiser that they called "Move That Bus"
to assist in an upgrade to a better, safer
and more convenient bus. Thanks to the
overwhelming response by so many,
they were able to purchase a 2009 bus,
equipped with air conditioning, tinted
windows, security cameras, automatic
doors, and more.

Future plans include expanding Bridge
Builders activities from one day a week
to five days a week for both kindergarten
through fifth-grade and sixth- through
twelfth-grade programs, an opportunity
that has been made possible due in part
to their partnership with Metropolitan

YMCAS of Mississippi through a grant
from Mississippi Department of Human
Services. The hope is that this expansion
will provide more mentorship opportuni-
ties for students, as well as offering stu-
dents involved in school sports more days
to participate in BBLI.

They have also added STEM program-
ming and daily homework assistance for
every student to their list of resources.

Later this year, they will break ground
on the Bridge Builders Arts Complex that
will allow for a variety of activities with
additional space for more students and

families to participate in their program-
ming.

To date, there are many success stories.
BBLI has seen the confidence of many
students increase tremendously and de-
velop socially, shifting from being intro-
verts to extroverts, from being self-con-
sumed to being conscious and caring
of others. Students have flourished and
taken ownership in the many communi-
ty-service projects.

See page 14 for photo spread.

Get Involved with Bridge Builders
Volunteers: Adults looking to

volunteer at Bridge Builders can visit

www.bbli.org/volunteer. Volunteers are
always welcome and needed to inter-
act with the program and students in a
structured and fun environment. New
volunteers are required to undergo a

background check.

Patrons: Bridge Builders Leader-
ship Initiative is a 501(c) 3 non-profit
organization, and all donations are tax
exempt. Currently they are in search of
several corporate community sponsors

to donate services, resources and/or
capital to help in the building of this

ERIDGE BUILDERS

community resource. To donate, visit
www.bbli.org/donate. BBLI also has
sponsorship opportunities for business-
es and corporations. Contact Executive
Director Lauretha Bellinder at
601-460-4107 for information.
Participants: Bridge Builders is
open to all students grades six through
twelve in Pearl and the surrounding
areas. Currently the program picks up
students from Pearl public schools. All
other students must be dropped off by
a parent or guardian, but all students
must be registered for the program in
order to participate.

Bridge Builders also offers Bridge
Kidz After School for children kinder-
garten through fifth-grade. Bridge Kidz

provides transportation for local kids
from school to an after-school facility
located at 204 Country Place Parkway
in Pearl. There is a $50 registration fee
per child. For more information,
call 601-885-3087.

Cost: Bridge Builders Leadership
Initiative is offered for free to middle
school and high school students.
For more information, visit www.bbli.
org and follow them on Instagram and
Facebook @BRIDGEBUILDERSLI.

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
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Specialty Tree Service w.c

Specializing in large and
dangerous tree removal

Gabe Walters
601-405-5857

Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding - Lot Clearing
Debris Removal

601-405-5857

Free

Estimates!
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Sgt Push-Up VISItS PLE to talk about germs

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (Itor) are, front row: Sawyer Garrett, Benjamin Garrett, Hughes Graham, Britton Bennett, Price Brewer, Emily
Rowan, Will Durr, Laken Oberto, Everette Ostrander and Cash Wilbanks; and back row: Adrian Mayfield, Sgt. Push-Up

and Linda Ming.

Special to SW Rankin News

Sergeant Push-Up recently visited
Pearl Lower Elementary (PLE) and pre-
sented students with a book about being
safe and germ free.

Sgt. Push-Up (Patrick Parker) is a mil-
itary veteran. A Baltimore, Maryland,
native, Parker entered the personal train-
ing profession while developing multi-
ple youth programs. His "Stop I Count"
movement includes the "One Million
Push-ups" campaign to help end hun-
ger for children and the "Unity Dance
Challenge" to end hatred. Sgt. Push-up
Comes to the Rescue is his first com-
ic workbook, which teaches kids how
to recognize the signs of bullying, talk
to their parents about it, and empower
themselves and their parents with effec-
tive, low risk strategies to end bullying.

Most recently, the decorated Iraqi War
veteran released his second new com-
ic workbook to help protect children
from germs and COVID-19, entitled
Sgt. Push-Up Talks To The Kids About
Germs. It is an interactive comic work-
book that reinforces techniques children
should know regarding keeping them-
selves safe during these challenging
times.

The Sgt. Push-Up Talks To The Kids
About Germs workbook is a fun comic
book that includes writing exercises that
assist with teaching children about what
happens when touching unclean surfac-
es, and how social distancing, and hand
washing helps decrease the spread of
germs.

For more information about Sgt. Push-
Up and his youth programs, visit www.
sgtpushup.com.

Students encouraged to apply for youth program

cAsmmEEasman

Special to SW Rankin News

Mississippi’s 2021 USSYP delegates were Jacob Pearson of Corinth and Weston “Archer” Taylor of
Petal. Pictured is Senator Roger F. Wicker with Pearson and Taylor.

Special to SW Rankin News

High school juniors and seniors in
Mississippi are encouraged to apply to
represent the state at the Sixtieth Annu-
al United States Senate Youth Program
(USSYP) Washington Week.

Two students selected for the 2022
USSYP Washington Week will each re-

ceive an all-expense-paid trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., and a $10,000 undergrad-
uate college scholarship. This year’s

program will be March 5-12, 2022.
"The U.S. Senate Youth Program
brings some of America's most prom-
ising young leaders together to explore
future careers in public service and en-
continued on page 13

Coughlin Elder Care Law, LLC

Today's Plan is

Tomorrow's Legacy.

Let us help protect you
and your loved ones.

Protecting Jour Legacy

- Special Needs
- Assets Protection
- Care Coordination
* Medicaid Planning
- Veterans Benefits
+ Life Care Planning
* Advanced Planning
* Nursing Home Coordination

[-8688-903-4229 b601-962-4444
www.CoughlinElderCarelLegacy.com

Free background information avallable upon request

HOPPER

PROPERTIES

Allison Palmer
Broker Associate
REALTOR®
601-506-1420

N

Inventory is low, and the market is
HOT! Call us today to buy or sell!

Mary Ann Roper
Sales Associate
REALTOR®
601-720-2002

HopperMS.com
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A, Brandon, MS 39042
601-724-1435
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Olivio is PPD’s Officer of the Month

Special to SW Rankin News

The City of Pearl recently announced
that the Police Department Officer of
the Month is Detective Reynaldo Olivio.
After graduating from Poth High School

On August 3, 2021, patrol officers with
Pearl PD received a call in reference to an
auto burglary. When the patrol officer ar-
rived on scene, he was advised that there
was more than one vehicle that had been
burglarized. The patrol officer requested
a detective

in Texas in
1999, he
joined the

to the scene.
Detective Ol-

United States
Marine Corp.
He began his
law enforce-
ment career
at the Car-
thage Police
Department
in 2006, lat-
er moving to
the Flowood
Police  De-
partment and
was promot-
ed to Detec-
tive in 2018.
Olivio began working at the Pearl Police
Department (Pearl PD) in 2019 as a pa-
trolman and was promoted to Detective
in the Criminal Investigation Division in
August 2020. Olivio has been involved
in several major cases since he has been
with Pearl PD, most recently a case that
involved multiple auto burglaries at a lo-
cal retail business.

naldo Olivio.

Pictured (I to r) are: Mayor Jake Windham and Detective Rey-

ivio respond-
ed. Detective
Olivio, along
with others,
processed the
scene and
collected all
evidence. The
next day, Ol-
ivio and oth-
ers were able
to locate and
arrest  two
suspects in
the burglar-
ies.

Due to Olivio’s initiative and resource-
fulness, the suspected thieves were de-
tained within one day. The Pearl PD says
that Detective Olivio is a valuable asset
to the police department and, with this
special recognition, they would like to
thank him for his dedication and service
to the city of Pearl and the Pearl Police
Department.

Special to SW Rankin News
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DmindFULL pA.

BusiNess Hours
Mon-Fri
8:00 - 4:00

BRANDON PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC

201 N. COLLEGE STREET, SUITE 105
BRANDON, MS 39042
WWW.MINDFULLBPC.COM

PHONE: 601.825.6010
FAX: 601.825.7146
EMAIL: OFFICE @ MINDFULLBPC.COM

OUR GOAL

* Dinenostic Psycuiatic EvaLuation
© PERsONALIZED TREATMENT PLANNING
* PsycuoLoaicaL Testing - ADHD

To AssisT EVERY INDIVIDUAL TO UNLEASH THEIR MIND’s FULL POTENTIAL AND ACHIEVE OPTIMAL MENTAL HEALTH.

* Psycuiatric Mepication MANAGEMENT
* COUNSELING
* THERAPY

Students encouraged to apply for youth program

continued from page 12

gage with representatives from each of
our branches of government," said U.S.
Senator Roger Wicker of Mississippi. "I
highly encourage all eligible Mississip-
pi students to apply for this once-in-a-
lifetime experience."

"The United States Senate Youth Pro-
gram offers opportunities for a couple
of Mississippi’s brightest, communi-
ty-minded students to interact with
national leaders and their peers from
around the country. I hope many stu-
dents in Mississippi will apply for the
2022 program," said U.S. Senator Cindy
Hyde-Smith of Mississippi.

In addition to outstanding leadership
abilities and a strong commitment to
volunteer work, USSYP delegates gen-
erally rank high academically in their
states among high school juniors and
seniors.

The USSYP brings the highest-level
officials from each branch of govern-
ment to meet with high school juniors or

seniors representing all fifty states, the
District of Columbia, and the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity. The
weeklong education and leadership pro-
gram includes meetings with Senators,
the President, cabinet secretaries, a jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, senior mem-
bers of the national media, and other key
policymakers. The Hearst Foundation
fully funds and administers the USS-
YP without the use of any government
funding.

Interested students and educators can
visit www.ussenateyouth.org for more
information. The deadline to apply for
the USSYP program in Mississippi is
October 1, 2021.

Applicants may also contact their
high school principal or Mississippi’s
state-level selection administrator: San-
dra Hilliard, Education Specialist, Sr.,
Mississippi Department of Education,
shilliard@mdek12.org for more infor-
mation.

STOwWwWAwAY
SELF-STORAGE

PEARL
LOCATION

n Facebook.com/Stowawaypearl

4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-3255

6

10% Discount For The Following

-Oak Lake and Grove Acres
Residents

-Multi-Unit (3 or more units)

-First Responder
-Military

RICHLAND
LOCATION

n Facebook.com/Stowawayrichland

* Anxiery Disoroers © NEURODEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS
* Opsessive - CompuLsive & ReLaTed DisoRDeRs © NeurocoGNITIVE DisoRDERS
© Depressive DisoRDERS © PegsonauiTy DisorDERs
© TRauMA AND STRESSOR-RELATED DiSORDERS * ETING DisorDERs
* Bipouar AND Rewatep Disoroers © SusTANCE-ReLaTED AND AbbicTive DisorDERS
© Amrention Dericim DisoRDERS © Sieep-Wake DisorDERS
(ADD/ADHD) * Diskupmve, Impurse-ControL, ano Conoucr DisoRoers

ADHD TESTING

MEDICATION MANAGEMENT FOR ALL
MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS

133 Center Street
Richland, MS 39218

601-939-5007

10% Discount For The Following:
-Stoney Creek Residents
Multi-Unit (3 or more units)
-First Responder

-Military

\\ 308
ge\ﬁs‘

We will match any price in the
Richland, Florence and Pearl Area.




16 Good News You Can Use September 2021

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 7 CHAPTER 13

DEBT ELIMINATION DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$572 + court cost $197 + court cost
uncontested gets it filed

Richard R. Grindstaff

Attorney At Law

840 E. River Place Ste 605 512 Schwem Ave
Jackson MS 39202 Brookhaven, MS
601-346-6443 601-684-1798

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

HERBAL AND HOLISTIC HEALING

2309 HWY 49 SOUTH
FLORENCE, MS 39073

€01-891-8421

Bridge Builders Leadership
Initiative, a day in the life

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Bridge Builders Leadership Initiative, a 501¢(3) non-profit organization, provides after-school services to
area youth to keep them busy, keep them engaged and keep them inspired.
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September book report: Farewell,
My Lovely by Raymond Chandler

By Beth Woodmansee for The
Friends of the Richland Library

Raymond Chandler (1888 — 1959) was
a grand master of a particular genre of
fiction from early twentieth-century
America - hardnosed detective fiction.
In Philip Marlowe, he created a distinct-
ly American protagonist, a man of few
words, cynical, drinking too much and
hiding within himself a sentimental core
which keeps him working for his idea of
what is right. Set in and around 1940s
L.A., the title, Farewell, My Lovely,
sounds like it might be a love story. It
is—but don’t expect hearts and flowers.

On page one, Philip Mar-
lowe meets a huge man
released from prison after
eight years. Moose Malloy
is seeking Velma. Stand-
ing in front of Florian’s,
the one-time night club
where Velma once sang
and danced before he went
into the slammer, Moose
longs for her. Marlowe
is dragged into Moose’s
quest through a dark, dirty
bar. Within the first hour,
Moose’s powerful hands
kill Mr. Montgomery, the
current manager of Florian’s, in his of-
fice, because he didn’t know where Vel-
ma was. By the time the police arrive,
Marlowe is alone in the bar; Moose and
everyone else fled the scene. Marlowe
spends time answering questions from
Detective-Lieutenant Nulty and a few
of his men at the 77th Street Division of
Bay City near Los Angeles.

Marlowe gets dragged into this case by
Nulty, who really needs help. Learning
where the widow of the previous owner
of Florian’s lives, Marlowe takes a bot-
tle of bourbon to his interview of her.
Mrs. Jessie Florian is a woman with one
ambition—to stay drunk. She’s a dirty

Special to SW Rankin News

Velma, including a good photo of Vel-
ma with her signature, "Velma Valen-
to." Jessie gets scared when she hears
Moose is out of prison. She says Vel-
ma died in Texas. Truth? She’ll die by
Moose’s hands before we reach the end.
There’s an artsy guy, Lindsay Marriott,
with another racket. He calls Marlowe
and offers him a hundred dollars to go
with him to exchange $8,000 dollars
for a rare jade necklace which had been
stolen from a woman at a party. Marri-
ott is murdered before the night is over.
A sweet girl, Anne Riordan, shows up
and finds Marriot’s body where the
exchange was to take place. Marlowe
had been sapped (with a
blackjack) on the back of
his head. He was out for
twenty minutes while Mar-
riott was being beaten to
death. Later, the sweet girl
connects him with not-so-
sweet Mrs. Lewin Lock-
ridge Grayle. Elderly Mr.
Grayle loves his Helen like
Moose loves Velma. Helen
hires Marlowe to find her
jade necklace.

Jules Amthor, black-
mailer, sends Marlow on
his way in the company of
two cops who pistol-whip him and leave
him unconscious on a dirt road. Two
days later, with effort, Marlowe brings
himself to and escapes. He goes into the
office of Dr. Sonderborg, who runs the
"hospital" for treating alcohol and drug
addiction. Sonderborg kept Marlowe
doped up and locked in that room. In
another room, Marlowe spied Moose
Malloy relaxing with a newspaper and
realized that Sonderborg’s real racket is
hiding and abetting criminals for a hefty
fee.

Will Philip Marlowe locate Moose
Malloy? Will Moose ever find Velma?
Will the lovers live happily ever after?

Florence first-responders

receive “Lifesaving Award”

P

ut
Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (I to r) are Sergeant Glynn Hancock, Dispatcher Shannon Snell and Officer Kristen Arendale.

By Kerri Roberts

Recently, Lifesaving Awards and med-
als were presented to Sergeant Glynn
Hancock, Officer Kristen Arendale,
and Dispatcher Shannon Snell of the
Florence Police Department. On two
separate occasions, the actions of these
officers and dispatcher went beyond the
normal scope of duties, but they acted
without hesitation.

On July 6, 2020, Officer Arendale
and Sergeant Hancock responded to a
medical call where a man was having
chest pains. At first, the man seemed
responsive, but then took a turn for the
worse and was having trouble breath-

ing, eventually becoming unrespon-
sive. They began life saving procedures
while awaiting medical personnel. The
patient was transported to the hospital,
where he was later released, alive and
well.

Then, on June 15, 2021, Arendale
responded to call for a man having a
possible heart attack. Dispatcher Snell
was on scene and directed Arendale to
the passenger side of a vehicle, where
there was an unresponsive man. Aren-
dale pulled the man from the vehicle,
and Snell assisted with medical aid. He
was transported to the hospital, where
he underwent surgery but was later re-
leased, alive and well.
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Florence residents awarded

2021 MTAF scholarships

Blake Breaux, KLLM
Trucking

Special to SW Rankin News

Over thirty years ago, the Mississip-
pi Trucking Association Foundation
(MTFA) Scholarship Program was cre-
ated. Recently, three Florence residents
were among a select twenty-two award-
ed MTAF Scholarships for the 2021-
2022 school year: Blake Breaux, Liam
Cavanaugh and Anna Wood.

The primary objective of the Foun-
dation, a 501(c) (3) charitable corpora-
tion designed to receive contributions,
memorial gifts and property, is to pro-
mote educational projects related to the

Liam Cavanaugh, Capital City

Photos special to SW Rankin News
Anna Wood, KLLM

trucking industry and provide scholar-
ships to deserving students who have
ties to the trucking industry and who
are enrolled in scholastic endeavors.
This class joins over 300 students who
have received this scholarship.

Scholarships are offered through
the Mississippi Trucking Association
Foundation, Mike McLarty Endow-
ment, the John Fayard Endowment,
H. Dean Cotten Endowment, G. Larry
Kerr Endowment, the R. Gene Holmes
Endowment, the Vernon & Nancy Saw-
yer Endowment, and the John Stomps
Endowment.

Richland PD’s Ofﬁcer Barta
recelves serwce pln

Special to SW Rankin News

Richland Police Department’s Officer James Barta was recently recognized for his fifteen years of service
with the City of Richland. Alderman A.J. Shields presented Officer Barta with a service pin at the August
17 Board meeting.
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