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UE TO INSPIREBy Courtney Warren

With technology ever-present and constantly updating, the idea of 
“rise and grind” became a popular mentality. However, there has 
recently been a surge in the “anti-hustle” lifestyle after the burnout 
of constant stimulation. Finding hobbies that bring joy rather than 
money and doing things for a sense of peace has brought older craft-
ing arts to the forefront once again. 
On most social media platforms, one can search “modern 

embroidery,” “embroidery art,” or “modern quilting” to find 
beautiful craftsmanship, as people spend less of their time 
scrolling and more time using their hands. 
While many are discovering these new art forms and me-

dia, there are those who have been fabric artists for years 
– even decades. 
The Allison Wells Quilt Guild has been meeting regularly 

since the 1980s to create quilts for donations and raffles, as 
well as to share their love of quilting, embroidery, and 
the like. 
The guild has a program for each meeting, such as 

demonstrations on binding and various techniques. 
They also work on quilts together. While one member 
might create several blocks for a quilt, another will em-
bellish the blocks. 
These meetings are also a time for show and tell, which 

was a favorite moment for your Canton News editor. 
As these quilt artists pulled their various creations out 

and allowed the fabric to spill across the table, it was 
impossible not to run one’s hands over the craftsman-
ship. Audible gasps were heard when two particular 
quilts were unfolded. One incomplete quilt displayed 
turkeys created through various pieces of 

tea on the porch during a crisp fall morn-
ing. The other was made up of one-inch pieces of fabric 

and then finished with delicate details sewn into the sides. 
This is truly an art form. There are even quilting artists who do 

all of their quilting by hand. 
With plans to spend hours on their creations and then turn around 

and give many of them to those in need, whether that be women battling breast 
cancer or older veterans who have served the country, these quilters are serious 

about their work. 
Currently, the quilters are working on a Christmas quilt, with the idea to “let every-

one be as creative as possible.” The only direction was that it be Christmas-themed.  
As this editor writes this story under her very own quilt made by a dear friend, it’s no 

wonder why this craft is so special. These quilters stitch love and care into their pieces 
and are eager to teach and share with the Canton community about the art of quilting. 
The group has about twenty members who pay $10 a year in dues. They meet every 

Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until noon at the Canton Visitors and Convention Center on 
the square in downtown Canton. Their business meeting is on the third Tuesday of 

each month. Contact canton@canton-
tourism.com for more information.
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fabric and a beautiful fall-themed back-

ing. It immediately 
brought thoughts of warm mugs of 

8:30-6:00 M-F
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Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
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1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

Multi-Dose Packaging now available!  Organize your 
medication by date and time in easy to take packages.  
Stop the confusion - and take the correct 
medications at the correct time. 
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Multi-Dose Packaging now available!  Organize your 
medication by date and time in easy to take packages.  
Stop the confusion - and take the correct 
medications at the correct time. 

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Special to The Canton News 

Striving for academic excel-
lence is always on the mind of 
both students and faculty in the 
Canton Public School District. 
This summer, students have par-
ticipated in the Extended School 

Year Program.  The pre-K through 
ninth program is for remediation 
and/or enrichment (not for pro-
motion), while the tenth through 
twelfth program is for students 
who need to earn missed course 
credits.

ESY motivates CPSD scholars

Special to the Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

When school is out for summer, 
many children go without the 
regular meals provided by their 
schools. In an effort to help the 
community and all Canton Public 

School District (CPSD) students 
and families, CPSD provides 
summer meals for all children 
under the age of 18. For more in-
formation and where to pick up 
meals, visit the CPSD website.  

CPSD offers summer meals

Special to the Canton News 
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By Guest Columnist Sherrye Lacour and Wanda 
Baldwin

May 10 found the Canton Gar-
den Club members sporting their 
favorite hats taking a tour of the 
gardens of Joy Foy. Although she 
lives just on the outskirts of Can-
ton, we felt we were really out in 
the countryside with all the beau-
tiful land surrounding her home 
site. 
The turn of each corner revealed 

yet another delightful surprise. We 
started the tour at her newly fin-
ished “She Shed,” where Joy goes 
for inspiration and relaxation. Joy 

View from the Window: Garden Club visits Joy Foy

cont. on page 8

Special to The Canton News 

When she was in fourth grade, 
Tarro Funches decided to become 
a teacher. 
“I wanted to be a teacher, because 

I had a bad experience in fourth 
grade,” said Funches. “I had a 
teacher who made me feel like I 
wasn’t smart, that I wasn’t good 
enough. At that point, I knew I 
never wanted another child to feel 
that way, that they weren’t good 
enough. And that drove me into 
education.” 
Funches never forgot that teacher 

and her experience in that class-
room in Jackson Public Schools. 
Years passed. She earned a series 
of degrees from Jackson State Uni-
versity and worked for the Mis-
sissippi Department of Education 
(serving as the Title III Coordina-
tor for the state). One thing stayed 
constant – her passion for educa-
tion and willingness to fight for 
each and every learner. 
“That’s why I’m here,” said 

Funches. “To be their advocate. 
To be their voice when they don’t 
have a voice.”
Serving as the English Language 

Coordinator for the Canton Pub-
lic School District (CPSD) since 
2017, Funches is the type of teach-

Funches fulfills teaching dream with Off2Class

Special to the Canton News 

er that every parent prays that their 
child encounters. 
The CPS district has over 3,500 

students enrolled at ten schools. Of 
those students, around ten percent 
are English Language Learners 
(ELLs). ELLs come from all over 
the world, including Vietnam, Ye-
men and Guatemala. 
“I tell the teachers, don’t let that 

language barrier be the reason 
you do not teach your child,” said 
Funches. “I’m proud that I work 
for a district that does not ostracize 
students because of a language 
barrier.”

For educators, the last few years 
have been challenging. For ELLs, 
research shows that the pandemic 
has been particularly difficult. 
“We have determined teachers,” 

said Funches. “But it was rough, 
not only on the teachers, but also 
our students not being face to 
face.”
But for Funches and the team at 

CPSD, there are no excuses. 
“We noticed learning loss not 

just for our ELL students, but all 
our kids,” said Funches. “Our su-
perintendent, Mr. Hannah, worked 

cont. on page 6

Special to the Canton News 

The Garden Club enjoyed Joy Foy’s flower and plant display as well as her company.

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

We’re honored
to be #1 in
life insurance.

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.
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Plans starting
 at 49.99 per 

month with no overages!!

$49
Starting at

Monthly

HighSpeed
internet with no contracts!!

601-859-3433WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

“it all started 
with a watermelon”
“it all started 
with a watermelon”
Kylie Melons is back open and excited to see you!

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 

Special to The Canton News  

Recently, Canton High Princi-
pal Dr. Pamela Self was accepted 
to the 2022-23 Program of Re-
search and Evaluation for Public 
Schools (PREPS) CEO Leader-
ship Cohort. CEO stands for Col-

laborating to Empower Others – a 
five-year partnership between the 
Program of Research and Evalua-
tion for Public Schools (PREPS) 
and the Phil Hardin Foundation 
to help school leaders develop 
the tools they need to help stu-
dents succeed.

Self to begin cohort in 2022-23

Special to the Canton News
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July 11-16
July 18-23

Young Filmmakers 
Workshop Playing 

Coming Soon - This Fall
The Nancy Grogan 
Preservation Series
Watch for future Dates and Time

Ongoing Feature
The Allison's Wells Center of 
Arts and Crafts
Feature Cast:
-The Allison's Wells Quilt Guild
-The Magnolia Wool Dust Society
-The Canton Mineral Club

LIGHTS, CAMERAS, 
CANTON ACTION

Casting Call for Artisans and Craftsmen.
Interested in becoming a part of the Allison's Wells Year Round Program

Contact our office: 601-859-1307
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Photo by Courtney Warren 

By Courtney Warren

I never thought I’d be good at read-
ing, or even be close to liking Shake-
speare. However, every once in a 
while, we have someone come into 
our lives that has the ability to change 
even the strongest of opinions.
The late Professor John Ford was 

that person for me. 
Years ago, accompanied his wife, Dr. 

Susan Allen Ford, on the Delta State 
Ireland trip, and I couldn’t help but 
admire his love for absolutely every-
thing he encountered during our time 
there. Another student grinned as she 
told us that evening how Mr. Ford 
came into the lobby and said, “Today 
was fascinating.” It seems that’s how 
he viewed all things—or at least any 
experience I happened to be witness 
to. Everywhere we went as we ex-
plored Ireland, the Fords held hands. 
They did this in Cleveland, and I of-
ten saw the two of them strolling the 
sidewalks as I drove home. 
Their love for each other meant a 

great deal to me. From the outside, 
it seemed so kind and genuine. He 
spoke of her with the utmost respect, 
and she spoke of him the same.
Their love for each other inspired 

me. Their kindness and respect to-
wards one another was my example 
as I navigated how to treat my own 
spouse.
Shortly after his retirement, I had 

the opportunity to interview Dr. Ford 
about her and her husband’s teach-
ing careers. In that interview, I asked 
a question I’d always had: Why is 
it you call Mr. Ford “John Ford?” 
I noticed it when I took Dr. Ford’s 
advanced comp class for the second 
time. It was something so cute that I 
copied it, making Brettwarren a hab-
it that has stuck for the last fifteen 
years.
Her answer made me appreciate 

their relationship even more. She 
said there were several men named 
John in their family, so the need to 
differentiate was important. She also 
said that, with his personality, “One 
name just wasn’t enough.” That got 
me. It was so true, the more I thought 
about my classes with him and times 
learning from both of the Fords. One 
name just wasn’t enough.
I had the privilege of being a part of 

his last class at Delta State. By then, 
he was a man of few words, but each 
word he spoke was an important one 
and never fell on deaf ears. Our class 
loved and respected our professor, so 
there was never a time when his stu-
dents did not wait patiently for him 
to gather his thoughts and teach us 
about each play we read.
He was a little put out with my 

bringing our giant collection of 
Shakespeare to class but also using 
a No Fear Shakespeare right along-
side the text. He said I should be able 
to read the plays on my own with 
confidence. I remember giving him 
some song and dance about how I’d 
get there, but, in reality, I was more 
intimidated in that class than in any 
other.
I was in good company with stu-

dents that excelled in the English de-
partment, which added to my intim-
idation. However, with each class, 
I was met with encouragement and 
insight from not only Mr. Ford, but 
also my classmates.
I later learned during a Spotlight 

interview that Mr. Ford felt some 
nerves in regards to preparing for our 
class. He was worried we wouldn’t 
grasp the material or understand 
what he was trying to convey.
On the last day of class, as I sat with 

my No Fear beside my massive text-
book, in the second-row, second desk 
(my favorite desk), Mr. Ford looked 
at me and said, quietly and slowly, 

 Letter from the Editor: Thank you for fascinating days

“Do you think you can do it on your 
own now?” I answered yes, because 
he’d made it so.
Years later, Dr. Ford cleaned out her 

husband’s office, offering up some 
of his books to former students and 
fellow teachers. I made the time to 
swing by and choose a text. 
So, in September 2018, when I stood 

before a group of high school stu-
dents, preparing to present to them 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, I had a realization.
I couldn’t do it alone.
As I taught the play and did my 

very best to recreate the excitement 
for Shakespeare Mr. Ford gave me, 
I kept him in the back of my mind. 
I stood at the front of my classroom 
clutching his very own copy of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, filled 
with his own scribbled notes and rev-
elations. I clung to it like a life raft.

Mr. Ford got me through a 400-lev-
el Shakespeare. I didn’t expect him 
to also get me through a junior-level 
Shakespeare, as well, but I am forev-
er grateful.
We all have those teachers that leave 

something on our hearts. Many of 
mine were loud and excited, bringing 
costumes to class or treats or taking 
us on trips.
But Mr. Ford stands out for the ex-

act opposite. He was quiet, he was 
thrilled, he was fascinated.
While I am trading A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream this year for another 
one of Shakespeare’s works, I can 
only hope I give my students even a 
small piece of an appreciation for lit-
erature that John Ford gave me.
I can only hope I approach and end 

each day with the same thought he 
did. 
“Today was fascinating.”

with every school and the technol-
ogy department to ensure all stu-
dents received a computer and an 
internet hotspot. We made sure 
students had working devices. We 
didn’t want them to have any ex-
cuses.” 
Funches oversees all aspects of 

the language program. Digital 
learning has been essential for dis-
tricts responding to the pandemic, 
and she has worked to ensure that 
any tool rolled out to the district 
is evidence-backed and suitable 
for English as a Second Language 
(ESL) teachers and students. 
One of the tools that she’s imple-

mented with her team and learn-
ers is Off2Class, a digital-first 
platform designed to provide ESL 
teachers with everything they need 
to teach effectively.

“We get kids that hadn’t been 
to school since fifth grade, and 
they’re enrolling in ninth, tenth or 
eleventh grade,” said Funches. “A 
huge gap faces these newcomers. 
Off2Class takes them from the ba-
sics where they left off and helps 
move them to where they need to 
be.”
Off2Class allows Funches to 

monitor progress and ensure learn-
ing continues. 
“If we have another COVID out-

break and we have to shut down, 
language acquisition will still be 
going forward.”
When it comes to her students,  

her “babies” (as she calls them), 
Funches is proud. She tells count-
less success stories and the good 
work of CPSD, from the superin-
tendent down to each classroom. 

She talks of the skills gained, the 
ones who exit the program and 
earn college scholarships. She also 
told of one young student who ar-
rived from Guatemala.  
“This baby makes me so proud,” 

said Funches. “When she came, 
she was in kindergarten and spoke 
no English. She cried all day, for 
like three months.  She would come 
into my room and sit with me. She 
would speak in Spanish, and I’d 
put it in my translator app. She 
learned to use that app, and that’s 
where we started. Today, this baby 
can sit down and hold a conver-
sation with you in English. She is 
excelling in school and starts third 
grade this fall. And that wouldn’t 
have happened if the teachers at 
Canton Elementary gave up on her, 
if they let language be the barrier.”

Outside of being a dedicated ed-
ucator, Funches is an avid reader 
(over 300 books read this year) 
and a proud mother of three. Her 
eldest daughter, Destani, graduat-
ed from Jackson State and works 
as a behavior specialist. She also 
has twenty-year-old  twins, with 
Kaitlin studying to work in sports 
medicine, while Kameron studies 
agriculture at Hinds Community 
College.
Funches became a teacher due to a 

bad classroom experience, but she 
remains committed to her profes-
sion due to what she sees in CPSD 
classrooms. 
“To see students fighting and 

wanting to do better, to learn, and 
the teachers not giving up on them: 
it does my heart all the good in the 
world.”

cont. from page 3

Funches
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By Melisa Bennett 

The fruit pizza is a popular dish that my late mother, Georgia Branson, would make for our family during hot sum-
mer months. This cool and sweet treat is a great snack for any celebration or just a hot summer day. Although she is 
not here to prepare it for us today, her recipes are some of the closest things we have to bring back memories of her. 
Recently, several of my family members and I were reminiscing on old snacks we loved, and the fruit pizza came 

up. Since it has been years since we’ve had it, I decided that I would surprise them for our Juneteenth celebration 
this year. It turned out to be very delicious, and I’m sure I have made my mother proud by keeping her recipes alive.

on the table: 
Fruit Pizza  

Fruit Pizza
Ingredients: 

• 1 roll of sugar cookie dough

• Cool Whip 

• Cream cheese

• 1 cup of sugar

• Strawberries, grapes, kiwi 

fruit or fresh fruit of your 

choice 

Directions:
1. Bake sugar cookie dough in a sheet pan for 15 minutes. 
2. Blend Cool Whip, cream cheese, and 1 cup of sugar together. 
3. Slice fruit for toppings.
4. Take the sugar cookie out of the oven, and let it cool. 
5. Once the cookie is cool, spread blended mix over the cookie first, and place sliced fruit on           

      top. 
6. Let your fruit pizza chill for 30 minutes or more. 
7.   Enjoy!

Recipe from Melisa Bennett 

It’s your community.
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Photo by Kathi Warren

While nothing beats life on a farm, sometimes it’s hard to smell the money.

By Guest Columnist Mary Jane Boutwell

Not long ago, coming home on 
the interstate, a faint smell of waste 
from a chicken processing plant 
came into the car. No truck mov-
ing the waste was sharing the road. 
Several miles later, the smell was 
there again. 
It reminded me of several years 

ago when the price of fertilizer got 
really high. A lot of farmers bought 
chicken litter - a cheap fertilizer - 
and spread this fertilizer on their 
fields. One thing needed, but not 
always done, was to have an anal-
ysis of the litter to know the bal-
ance or unbalance of the fertilizer. 
It didn’t smell too much, as it was 
fairly fresh and dry. It was just be-
ginning to break down. Back in the 
1950s and 60s, many farmers be-
came chicken farmers. It seemed so 
easy. Keep them in the house, au-
tomatic feeders and waterers, fans 
to keep them cool, and sell when 
they reached the desired size, then 
start over and do it all over again. 
There were expenses, but a lot of 
the expenses were financed by the 
chicken processes, etc. 
Rain, drought, heat, cold and oth-

er factors did not seem to be a large 
factor to the new-to-the-field farm-
er. But, from what I have heard, 
the job was much like a dairy that 
milked twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week while tending 
to the health, feed, etc. of the cow 
herd. Then you would get down to 
it. By the time the chickens were 

sold, the litter in the house was 
packed and needed to be scraped 
and shoveled out, spread on a field. 
The house was cleaned for the next 
batch of biddies. 
I can remember cleaning the dairy 

barn after the twice-a-day milking 
cycle. You could scoop up the fresh 
manure or use a strong stream of 
water and a brush. It all washed out 
the drain, fast and easy. A chicken 
farmer in the early 1960s put his 
head to work as he was cleaning 
the chicken house. On February 20, 
1968, Simon Monroe Puckett pat-
ented the Puckett Automatic Load-
er, or the PAL. Using the PAL with 
a tractor, the litter was loaded into 
a manure spreader and then spread 
on the fields. At least one job got 
easier. 
One of his descendants disliked 

the work so much, even a pet chick-
en is not allowed on the place. The 
old chicken processing plant on 
West Fulton sent their byproducts 
to one of the two processing plants 
in the area. You did not want to 
follow or pass the truck, as every-
thing was sopping wet, stunk and 
slopped over the sides. 
Uncle Fred Wadford had a pig pen 

built and connected to his hay barn. 
The pen sloped to the south. He 
dug a pit at the south fence, put a 
grate over it, and that was the pigs’ 
outhouse. Washing the pen kept the 
manure in solution. When the pit 
was full, Uncle Fred pumped the 
solution into his “honey wagon,” 
hooked it to the tractor, and spread 

Remember When: Stinky smells and new inventions

it on his fields. The field that is the 
most vivid in my memory is on the 
southwest side, where Highway 22 
and Watford Parkway Drive meet. 
Afterwards, as we drove by, some-
one or all of us traveling together 
would comment on Uncle Fred’s 
Rose Garden. One day, someone 

said something to him about the 
awful smell. Uncle Fred answered 
with, “It smells like money to me.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mary Jane Bout-
well is a passionate historian and is 
thrilled to share stories about way 
back when.

Canton Lions to host Scramble
Special to The Canton News 

As the summer heats up, the 
Canton Lions are busy planning 
the next fundraiser, a 4 Golf-
er Scramble Tournament 
at the Canton Country 
Club, 183 Country 
Club Drive, Can-
ton.   The funds 
obtained from 
these events 
are used to 
help with 
glasses for 
those in need, 
for screening 
student eye-
sight, schol-
arships, and 
funding clean-
up events around 
town.  The Lions 
need all golfers to 
come and enjoy a day of 
fun while supporting a very wor-
thy cause.  Registration cost is 
$125 per person, and those regis-
tering individually will be paired 
with a team.   The cost for a team 
of four to register is $500.  Local 

businesses will be getting calls 
and visits asking everyone to 
serve as Lions sponsors. The day 
will begin at 11 am with check-

in and lunch followed by a 
shotgun start at 1 pm. 

To get a registration 
form or addition-

al information 
contact any 
Lion (Mark 

Hopkins, 
Golf Tourna-
ment Chair-
man),  or 
email can-
tonlionsgolf-
tourneys@

gmail.com.  
Great prizes 

will be given 
in the following 

categories:  Hole in 
One, Longest Drive, 

Closest to pin and first and 
second team winners will.  Pres-
ident Moses Thompson said, 
“Thank you in advance for sup-
porting your local Lions Club on 
August 19, 2022.” 

has lovingly decorated the space 
with treasures she had purchased 
from estate sales and consignment 
shops, as well as items of interest 

she had collected over the years 
and gifts from friends and family. 
From there, we moved to her out-

door entertainment space, com-
plete with a screened dining area, 
where we had refreshments before 
continuing the tour. An old out-
building had been spruced up with 
barn doors and louvered shutters 
to serve as her potting shed and 
was, of course, surrounded by 
beautifully curated plantings. 
Joy walked us from one garden-

scape to another, sharing where 
and from whom she had received 
plants or seeds that seemed to 
have thrived under her green 
thumb. Trees, shrubs, groundcov-
ers, flowers and vegetables pro-
vided lush colorful oases through-
out the thick manicured grass 
lawn, and Joy was happy to offer 
cuttings and seedlings to anyone 
interested. 
Our meeting provided opportu-

nities for the members to attend 

several events of interest to gar-
den clubs throughout the state and 
to continue the sprucing up of the 
Canton Square and entrances to 
the city. The afternoon ended with 
a plant swap and sale and a little 
“happy” of Pink Ajuga in tiny clay 
pots from Joy. 
We will definitely plan a return 

visit for next year, as Joy will 
surely have expanded her handi-
work into the surrounding fields!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sherrye La-
cour is a native to Canton and 
graduated from Canton Academy 
in 1972. She moved to Madison in 
1985, and then returned to Canton 
about five years ago. Lacour loves 
gardening, and her passion stems 
from Green Thumbs Garden Club 
in grammar school, as well as a 
mother who loves growing flowers 
and vegetables. Wanda Baldwin is 
a native Cantonian who recently 
retired from Vertex Aerospace as 
Executive Assistant to the Presi-
dent. Lacour and Baldwin are sis-
ters. 

cont. from page 3

View
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601-691-5175CALL:
HOURS: MONDAY - THURSDAY:  9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
   FRIDAY: 9:00 AM - 12: 00 PM
   SATURDAY & SUNDAY: CLOSED

Truly Family Healthcare Clinic believes being a 
healthcare provider is an art of compassion, 
establishing good positive rapport with our patients.

259 West Peace Street, Canton, MS 39046

Evening visits available by 
Appointment!

No Appointment Needed

Dr. William Truly Jr., MD
Natwassie Truly, FNPC

•  Annual Physicals
• Laboratory Testing, such as blood tests and urine tests
•  Vaccination and Testing for COVID-19
•  Screening and treatment for conditions of high 
cholesterol, high blood pressure, & diabetes
•  Care for symptoms, such as sore throat, cough, or nasal 
congestion, colds, the �u, & (UTIs)
•  Treatment of injuries, (minor cuts or burns)
•  Genetic Testing
•  Autoimmune disease testing (lupus), Immunode�ciency
•  Children health and physicals
•  Allergy Testing
•  MVA & Work related Injuries
•  Womens and Men Health
•  STD Treatment
•  Work, MDOT  and School Physicals

Remember When: Stinky smells and new inventions
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uey Porter Middle 
school recently hosted H

a shootout, where various Canton 
Public School District basketball 
teams showed their skills. 

Special to The Canton News 

All photos Special to the Canton News 
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KEEP YOUR COOL
AS SUMMER
HEATS UP

 

Make sure the 

Set your thermostat 
at 78 degrees or 

Buy a 
programmable 
thermostat. As 

Use fans to cool 
off.  Ceiling fans, 

Close blinds, 
shades and 

air coming into your home is clean 
and healthy. Air filters on some air conditioning 

units require monthly cleaning or replacing. 

1

2 3

4 5

the highest comfortable 
temperature. Every 

degree lower than 78 
can raise your bill as 

much as 3%.  

box fans and oscillating 
fans use very little 

electricity to circulate the 
air, which helps you feel 
several degrees cooler.

energy use rises, costs also 
rise. A programmable 

thermostat can help you 
manage those costs when 

you are away, whether for 
the day or on an extended 

vacation. 

curtains to keep the sun 
out and the cool air in. 

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

Special to The Canton News 

Reuben B. Myers faculty recently at-
tended the 2022 Making Connections 
Conference. The Making Connections 
Conference is a joint venture between 
the Gulf Coast Education Initiative 
Consortium (GCEIC), the South-
ern-Regional Educational Service 
Agency (S-RESA), and the Universi-
ty of Southern Mississippi, College of 
Education and Psychology (USM). 
The Making Connections Confer-

ence features two and one-half days 
of instructional and motivation-
al breakout sessions with over 100 
courses from which to choose. Ma-
jor course strands include; Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS), Best 
Practices/Effective Teaching, Meet-
ing Learner Needs (SPED), Updates 
from the Mississippi Department of 
Education (MDE), Vendor Product 
Demonstration, STEM and Technol-
ogy Training.

Reuben B. Myers faculty makes connections

Special to the Canton News 



July 7, 2022 12

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports  
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM

Carter and Brown attend OL/DL camp

Special to the Canton News 

Canton High School (CHS) Tigers Montrayvious Carter and Curtis Brown attended an 
invitation-only offensive line/defensive line camp hosted by NFL Super Bowl champion 
Fletcher Cox of the Philadelphia Eagles. These Tigers competed at a high level and 
improved their skills in preparation for the upcoming season. 
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Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

Social Distancing 
All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

Call Sherrye

We are

Independent 

Contact
601-286-8230

sherrye@lacourinsurance.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

Agencies

PERSONAL &
COMMERCIAL

COVERAGE

LIFE AND
HEALTH

MEDICARE

Contact

601-273-3690

joshburns@capstoneifg.com

4290 Lakeland Drive Suite B
Flowood, MS.  39232

In one

convenient

location

Call Jo
sh

lacourinsurance.com capstoneifg.com

Cantonians

celebrate

Pine Grove Association hosted a citywide Juneteenth celebration. The festivities included a 5K, health fair, kid zones, 
food, music and presentations. Juneteenth is an annual observance to celebrate the date Union soldiers enforced the 
Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all remaining slaves in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865. Texas was the last 
state in rebellion, following the end of the Civil War, to allow enslavement.

All photos Special to the Canton News 
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Special to the Canton News

The Canton News features a photo each month by a Cantonian or of Canton. This 
month’s feature is by Canton local and beloved Beth MacNeill.

Canton through a Lens: Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Special to The Canton News 

Business Empowered Mississippi 
Chamber of Commerce introduced 
a new city transformation initiative 
City Calling. 
“City Calling is a city transforma-

tion initiative that helps citizens in 
our communities to answer the call 
of God to transform their communi-
ty,”  said Dr. Kathy Amos. “We be-
lieve that everyone whom God has 
placed in a city has been given gifts, 

talents and abilities to contribute to 
the growth, prosperity and well-be-
ing of that city. Many don’t recog-
nize or embrace their purpose and 
calling, and some don’t recognize 
or embrace the beauty and blessings 
of the city. They simply co-exist, in-
stead of becoming a co-laborer with 
Christ to build the city.” 
The group meets every second 

Thursday for prayer at the Canton 
Tourism Welcome Center. 

BE Mississippi introduces City Calling

Special to the Canton News 
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Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

HAPPY SUMMER!HAPPY SUMMER!

Featuring colorful balloons, a fireworks extravaganza, live entertainment, and lots of fun, Canto-
nians had a great time as they experienced the mirage of colors decorating the summer sky 
during the Hot Air Balloon Fest! This Independence Day heritage was highlighted by fun family 
activities all weekend long. Pilots tested their balloon savvy in pursuit of bragging rights and cash 
prizes. There was also the ever-popular Balloon Glow at sunset to delight children and adults of all 
ages. 

Mississippi’s Championship Hot Air Balloon Fest
2022

Special to The Canton News
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Special to the Canton News 

Young professionals from Haddox Reid Eubank Betts PLLC recently volunteered with 
MadCAAP to assist with various projects. MadCAAP is in search of volunteers.

MadCAAP needs volunteers

Special to The Canton News 

MadCAAP is in need of volunteers 
to help on Shopping Days in the 
“Clothing Closet” on the first, sec-
ond and third Wednesdays of each 
month.  Volunteers are needed to 

serve between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on those days, even if only 
for a few hours. Available volunteers 
are encouraged to email madcaap@
bellsouth.net or call 601-407-1404 
for more information or to volunteer.

Old JailOld Jail

There are two more Old Jail Farmers Markets for the month of July. 

Follow Old Jail Farmers Market on Facebook for more info and dates!

Photos by Micah Gober
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Canton Lions Update: Pinkerton visits

Special to the Canton News 

The Canton Lions have programs and fellowship every Wednesday at noon at the 
Canton Country Club. Recently, Mississippi State University and Texas Rangers 
baseball player Wayne Pinkerton was invited by Lion Bobby Long to lead the program. 
Pinkerton entertained the Lions with baseball stories of his experiences.

Germantown Pharmacy hosts ribbon cutting

Special to the Canton News 

Germantown Pharmacy recently hosted their ribbon cutting and grand opening. 
In attendance for the cutting were the Canton Chamber of Commerce, the owner’s 
husband Mahesh Patel, pharmacist in charge Anney Khalid, owner Smita Patel, Canton 
Mayor William Truly, and pharmacy tech Megan Moss. 

YOUR BUSINESS IS LIKELY ELIGIBLE FOR MORE FEDERAL MONEY THAN YOU REALIZE THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF
PROGRAMS THAT WERE LAUNCHED TO COMBAT THE NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE CORONA VIRUS.

For more information
Call Attorney Jay Long

601-786-2012
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Special to The Canton News 

The new Community Orient-
ed Opportunities for Learning 
(C.O.O.L.™) Farming Project offi-
cially started on June 17 with a kick-
off event at the Mississippi Ag and 
Forestry Museum in Jackson. The 
program, funded through the USDA, 
is designed to educate and train be-
ginning and socially disadvantaged 
farmers to plan, launch and/or sus-
tain independent organic farm busi-
nesses. Prior farming experience is 
not required. The program is avail-
able at no cost to the participants.
SR1 sought seventy participants for 

the program, but nearly one hundred 
fifty people signed up. SR1 expand-
ed the program to accommodate all 
of the participants. People from all 
over Central Mississippi registered 
for the program. 
“We’re excited to help our farmers, 

our socially disadvantaged farmers, 
plan, launch and sustain their or-
ganic businesses. We want to grow 
together as we learn key concepts, 
developing business models, crop 
plans, and learning key concepts of 
effective farming,” said Dr. Jasmine 
Hendrix, SR1 Agriculture and Food 
Science Department Director.
The goal of the program is to in-

crease the number of organic farms 
in Mississippi. SR1 leaders believe 
this will help the state in a variety 

C.O.O.L Farming Project off  to a good start

Special to the Canton News 

of ways, such as providing healthy 
food for food desert communities, 
improving community members’ 
health, creating new businesses and 
jobs for the region, and improving 
the environment.
Participant Kendrick Glover, 37, of 

Canton, is excited to learn organic 
farming techniques and put them to 
use. 
 “I want to be a part of the Beginner 

Farmer Program to be educated on 
farming to help my community eat 

healthy and become healthier in the 
future,” he said. “Three years I’ve 
been looking for something like this 
and wanting something like this, so 
of course I am excited!”
The C.O.O.L.™ Farming Project 

is a three-year-program. Beginner 
Farmers in the program will work 
with an experienced team and gain 
knowledge and experience to pre-
pare and launch a farm, plus learn 
how to sustain a farming business. 
In addition to the organic farming 

practices, participants will also learn 
business management and financial 
management concepts for successful 
farming. In the second year, farmers 
will launch their business on a half-
acre plot to test commitment and po-
tential for independent farming.
“The C.O.O.L.™ Farming project 

participants will gain hands-on ex-
periences implementing organic and 
sustainable agriculture practices, 
learn about sustainable agriculture 
practices from a variety of subject 
area experts, and work with an ex-
perienced team to conduct on-farm 
research-based activities such as or-
ganic no-till practices, cover crops, 
soil management, and much more,” 
Dr. Hendrix added. 
The Beginner Farmers will begin 

courses in July. They will start farm-
ing in the fall. SR1 will operate the 
C.O.O.L. Farming Project at the Da-
vis-Green Pastures’ Research, Edu-
cation, and Development Center in 
Forest (Scott County), and the SR1 
Research, Education, and Develop-
ment Center in Canton, the heart of 
Central Mississippi, where fertile 
soil and temperate climates affords 
year-round farming.
For more information on the The 

C.O.O.L.™ Farming Project and 
Beginner Farmer Program, call SR1 
at 601-206-4544, or visit www.
sr1ag.org.

Canton Lions Update: Pinkerton visits

Special to the Canton News 

Anna Claire Mabry (front row, far right) attended Millsaps College as the HOBY representative. 

Mabry represents Canton Academy as HOBY Ambassador

Special to The Canton News 

  Canton Academy (CA) ris-
ing junior Anna Claire Mabry 
was chosen by faculty and staff 

as CA’s ambassador for Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership con-
ference (HOBY) at Millsaps Col-
lege. Also in attendance was CA 

Class of 2020’s Bethany Biggers, 
as HOBY ambassador alumni. 
HOBY development programs 
“empower high school students to 

become dynamic leaders and lead 
lasting change in their homes, 
schools, workplaces and commu-
nities.” 
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Canton Academy continues 
new summer reading program

By Courtney Warren

After the successful implementa-
tion of a brand new summer reading 
program last year, the Canton Acad-
emy English Department is continu-
ing to bring a variety of books to its 
upper school students. 
While elementary Panthers are still 

assigned the traditional required 
reading per grade, the junior high 
and high school English faculty 
knew there needed to be options. 
“Our former English Chair, Court-

ney Warren, saw a need for diversi-
ty in the summer reading options,” 
said English teacher and IT direc-
tor Nathan McCloskey. “We came 
together and made a list of twenty 
books for the junior high students 
and twenty books for the high 
school students.” 
Allowing students options and re-

moving a summer reading test, Mc-
Closkey said, has made students a 
lot more open to summer reading.
“It worked out perfectly! No one 

likes to be told what to read, which 
is what we do with them all year 
long. Allowing them to have op-
tions and find something they enjoy 

made them more excited.” 
“They also were able to express 

themselves through a summer read-
ing project. Each grade has a specific 
project to complete rather than tak-
ing a test, and they presented their 
projects the first week of school. It 
was a lot of fun,” said McCloskey. 
After the introduction of book op-

tions, the 2022 summer reading list 
was improved even more. 
“We wanted to ensure that students 

were still reading your typical clas-
sic. Right after spring break, we 
made a few tweaks to the summer 
reading. Every student will read one 
required book and then will choose 
one from the list. The list now has 
even more options and includes fic-
tion, nonfiction, mystery, graphic 
novels and more. We want to make 
sure they enjoy what they read but 
also get what they need from these 
books,” said McCloskey. 
With summer in full swing and one 

month left, books are being opened 
as Panthers dive into their summer 
reading. 
For more information about CA or 

the summer reading program, visit 
www.cantonacademy.org.

By Courtney Warren

Rising third-grader Dylan Gilmore was excited to find out what he’d be reading this 
summer. 

in advertising 
with us 

??
To   learn   more   about   advertising   in   the  CANTON  NEWS

please   contact: CLAY  MANSELL   |   601-667-4667
 or   ClayMansell@CantonNews.neT

INTERESTED

Special to The Canton News 

As Mississippians head outdoors 
this summer, the Mississippi De-
partment of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks reminds all to look out 
for snakes. Most people are uncom-
fortable around snakes and may be 
uncertain of their ability to identify 
them. Whenever possible, LEAVE 
SNAKES ALONE. This may sound 
like sensible advice, however, ap-
proximately 75 percent of all bites 

by venomous snakes occur when 
an individual tries to kill or other-
wise harass the snake. More than 
85 percent of all snakebites are by 
nonvenomous species. Of all bites 
by venomous snakes, 25-50 per-
cent do not inject any venom. More 
importantly, mortality is less than 
one percent for physician-treated 
venomous snakebites in the United 
States. Visit www.mdwfp.com for 
more information. 

MDWFP: Leave snakes alone

Special to the Canton News 



July 7, 2022 21

Special to the Canton News 

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Chance Persac, Chris Hunter, Bert Goodloe, Samuel Wadford, EJ Luckett, Cruz Johnson, Adyn Reams and Ayden Hughes; and back row: Houston 
Williams, John Thomas, Jessie Primer, JD Kelly, Sam Martin, Stratton Choppala, Drew Sandberg, Cooper Lampkin, Brady Phillipson, William Pace and Head Coach Gage Posey.

Canton Academy Panthers prepare for fall 2022 season 

Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Academy Varsi-
ty Panthers have already be-

gun preparing for the 2-22 
football  season. The Panthers 
were runners-up in Copi-

ah-Lincoln Community Col-
lege 7v7 Championship Tour-
nament after defeating Terry 

High School,  Ridgeland High 
School and North Pike High 
School.

PROTECT YOUR SMILE!PROTECT YOUR SMILE!

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!SUMMER 2022

FLY SEASON IS HERE

DOG 

FOOD

MDWFP: Leave snakes alone
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601-368-1919 | SalandMookies.com

CA cheerleaders are bananas for the Panthers

G O P A N T H E R S

Some want a Heisman, some want a Superbowl ring; the Canton Academy cheerleading squad wants the Banana.
At the Universal Cheerleader Association (UCA) Camp at the University of Southern Mississippi (USM), the squad was awarded the 
Banana Award, which is given to the school that shows the most spirit throughout the entire week. CA has won the Banana for six years 
in a row.
Captain of the squad Reese Willis said, “For the past five years, CA has had the honor of bringing home the banana, a huge spirit award 
at camp. With more competition than the previous years, I knew, as captain, that we had to step it up. From day one, my squad brought 
the spirit, great attitudes, and outstanding work ethic, and, as captain, that’s all you can ask for. This was by far my favorite camp. I was 
able to make everlasting friendships with each of my squad members, which was probably my favorite part - besides winning the banana. 
I definitely couldn’t have done it without them and can’t wait to see what the season has in store for us.”

CHEER CHEER

CHEER CHEER
CHEER

CHEER CHEERCHEER CHEER
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Have you heard
the great news?

The Canton News new site is up! Go check it out today at
www.CantonNews.Net
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com

By Courtney Warren

In an effort to improve the cam-
pus before school begins in August, 
Canton Academy hosted a “CA 
Work Day.”
This is a day that patrons, students 

and parent volunteers come together 
with tools, equipment and helping 
hands to make needed repairs and 

improvements on campus. 
“The campus work day is a great 

way to meet other parents and get 
involved, and it is greatly appreciat-
ed by our community. The staff and 
I compiled a list of projects around 
the campus, and we enjoyed a great 
day of involvement,” said Head of 
School Ryan Laster. 

Panthers host school work day

Special to the Canton News 

601-573-3238     CardMyYard.com
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

HELLO 

SUMMER

HAVE A SAFE AND FUN
SUMMER FROM CANTON

DISCOUNT DRUGS

HAVE A SAFE AND FUN
SUMMER FROM CANTON

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Special to The Canton News 

Ordained in 1972, Father Mike 
O’Brien of Sacred Heart Cath-

olic Church 
in Canton 
came to 
the United 
States from 
Ireland as a 
young boy 
to answer 
the call of 
a “Mission-
ary State,” 
Mississip-
pi. 

Recently, a Mass of Thanks-
giving was celebrated at Sa-
cred Heart, commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the priestly 

Father Mike O’Brien honored with Mass of Thanksgiving
ordination of Father 
O’Brien. 
Bishop Joseph Ko-

pacz, priests and re-
ligious leaders from 
across the Diocese of 
Jackson were present 
to celebrate the joyous 
occasion. The Mass 
of Thanksgiving was 
streamed on Facebook 
Live, and the entire 
community was invit-
ed to attend. 
Following the mass, 

there was a reception 
celebrating Father 
Mile on his Golden 
Jubilee as well as his 
upcoming retirement. 
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Father Mike

Special to the Canton News 


