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Pearl residents: Do you have 
a favorite holiday tradition? Recently The Pearl News sat down 

with county music artist and lifetime 
Pearl resident, Zach Bridges, to dis-
cuss his journey from local musician 
to competitor on the seventeenth sea-
son of the NBC show, The Voice. 
 From his humble beginnings as a 
southern boy with dreams of becom-
ing an accomplished star member of 
a Major League baseball team, to the 
eventual discovery of his innate musi-
cal abilities, the inspirational story he 
tells will encourage everyone to never 
give up on their dreams.

By Alexa Haik
Bridges hits a grand slam in Los Angeles

Photo by NBC/The Voice

SEE PAGE 2 FOR THE 
FULL FEATURE ARTICLE.

 The Pearl News will be holding a 
community survey in the month of 
November. In honor of the Christmas 
season, we are asking our readers, 
"What are your three favorite holi-
day traditions in the Pearl communi-
ty?" The winning entry will be an-

nounced in December on Facebook 
and may also be featured in a future 
article in the The Pearl News. 
 The deadline is November 25, so 
visit The Pearl News Facebook page 
to participate and for a chance to 
win.

Special to SW Rankin News

 Pearl Senior Services will be hosting 
its third annual Christmas in Novem-
ber craft fair and will continue to ac-
cept vendor applications for the event 
through Wednesday, November 13. 
The craft fair itself will be held Friday, 
November 15, and everyone is invited 
to participate. 
 Craft fair applications are available 
at the Pearl Senior Center located at 
110 Valentour Road in Pearl. Each 
applicant should provide a list of all 
items they wish to display. 
 The event will be held in the Pearl Se-
nior Center, and merchandise for sale 
will include: crochet, baked goods, 
jewelry, hand crafted items, clothing, 
wood crafts, fine arts and more.  
 Each vendor is allowed space for up 
to two tables, and displays will be ar-
ranged according to the type of items 

for sale. The cost per 
participant for a single 
six-foot table display is 
$20 for public vendors. 
A two-table set-up will 
cost an additional $5. 
There is a $10 discount 
for senior adults who ap-
ply. Electricity is avail-
able upon request with 
an additional fee of $5. 
Checks should be made 
to the City of Pearl. 
Tents, display racks, 
pegboards and shelving 
units are also allowed, 
but not provided. Special 
requests are also allowed 
but must be outlined in 
the vendor application, 
as Pearl Senior Services 
will make every effort 
to accommodate. Lunch 

will be provided to all vendors.
 The vendor entrance will open 
at 9 a.m. Friday morning, and par-
ticipants may unload their mer-
chandise at the front door. All set-
up preparations must be completed 
at 10 a.m.  Parking will also be 
available in the senior center park-
ing lot. 
 The family friendly event is 
set to open at 10:30 a.m. on  Fri-
day, November 15, and will run 
until 3:30 p.m. that afternoon. Ven-
dors are asked to stay on the pre-set 
schedule to avoid opening or clos-
ing their display prematurely, and 
the booths must remain manned 
at all times. Applicants will be re-
sponsible for the conduct of his/her 
employees or representatives.
 For more information 
call Pearl Senior Services at 
601-863-3229.

Christmas in November event to be held November 15

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to The Pearl News
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Richland residents: Do you have a favorite holiday tradition?
 Richland residents: Do you have a favor-
ite holiday tradition? Visit The Richland 
News Facebook page during the month of 
November to enter our survey and for a 
chance to win.

Special to The Richland News

 This year, the Richland Ranger Band 
gained new leadership and direction 
with the addition of head band direc-
tor Jordan Salvant and assistant band 
director LaDarrius Smothers. Both re-
ceived their college degrees in music 
education, have extensive hands-on ex-
perience teaching budding musicians, 
and both have experience as members 
of ensemble groups and bands. 
 When asked what her primary objec-
tive as head band director is, Salvant 
expressed that "[her] mission is to edu-
cate students in the highest musical cal-
iber… [and] to grow their appreciation 
for music." 
 For students interested in joining, 
band members are selected each year at 
the annual instrument fair open to Flor-
ence public school students, sixth grade 
and up. Each participant is free to pick 
their own instrument no matter where 
they fall in their musical skill set. 
 In addition to pairing students with 
their musical instrument and providing 
countless hours of instruction, the band 
directors must also attend to expenses. 
Richland Ranger band’s costs include: 
covering the expense of fees for stu-
dents without financial means; pur-
chasing supplies such as music stands 
and chairs; hiring bus drivers and extra 
staff as needed and covering the repair 
expenses. In response, Salvant and 
Smothers have initiated several fund-
raising efforts. 

 This year, for 
example, they 
held their first 
spaghetti plate 
fundraiser, which 
will continue as 
an annual event 
due to this year’s 
success. Sponsor-
ship is also in the 
cards for spring 
2020, and cur-
rently the Rich-
land Rangers are 
selling sweaters 
and long sleeved 
t-shirts. 
 With energy 
and enthusiasm to 
spare, Salvant and 
Smothers have al-
ready entered the 
Richland Rang-
er band in two 
marching com-
petitions - and 
the band did not 
go home empty 
handed. 
At the Copiah Marching Festival in Ha-
zlehurst, the Richland Rangers received 
superiors in drum major, color guard 
and the drum line, first place overall in 
drum major category as well as three 
excellence ratings.
 According to Salvant, the success of 
their efforts in Hazlehurst "sparked a 
fire" in the students. The results were 

evident in the second competition at 
the state evaluation, where they were 
one of two groups out of fifteen to take 
all superiors in band, drum major, col-
or guard and drum line - the first time 
in five years Richland has been able to 
claim this success. 
 The bottom line is, Salvant and 
Smothers see great things in the future 
for their band, and they want to spread 

the word. To participate in the rising 
fervor, visit any Richland High foot-
ball or basketball game and see what it 
looks like when a band is on fire.
 To keep up on current events, 
share info or learn more about 
their fundraising efforts, visit 
www.rhsrangerband.com,  check out 
their Facebook page or follow them on 
instagram @richlandrangerband. 

Richland Rangers: A band on fire

Special to SW Rankin News

By Alexa Haik

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Camryn Rankin, Alexis Jarman, Miguel Valadez, Elizabeth Hammons and Anna Marie Wood; second 
row: Sydney Ball, Rowdy Ranger and  Jessica Moudy; third row: Jordan Salvant (Head Director), Mari Tyler, Brooklyn Statham, 
Thalia Bolanos, Janeice Henderson and LaDarrius Smothers (Assistant Director); fourth row: Jasmine Nguyen, Jason Bridges, 
Ayden Purvis, Naomi Gardner and Addison Mathis; fifth row: Wesley Patrick, Griffin Bowers, Kameron Levi, Jase Moore, Matthew 
Harbin and Jahaven Walker; sixth row: Nathan Jolly, Callie Tisdale, Chance Harvey and Edin Lopez; seventh row: Graham Hulsey 
and Ryan Gomez; back Row: Jacob Bridges, Madison Terrell, Noah Moudy and Matthew Bass.
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 As of September 2019, the Medical 
Science Academy at Florence High 
School began Community Emergency 
Respond Team [CERT] training.  The 
program, referred to as the "My Pre-
paredness" [MyPI] initiative, is offered 
nationwide through the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency [FEMA] 
to students as a way to educate on 
emergency response in local commu-
nity settings. 
 The national initiative was first es-
tablished in the state of Mississippi in 
2013. Referred to then as the Missis-
sippi Youth Preparedness Initiative, it 
has since grown to a twenty-seven state 
and two-territory program. In 2014, 
the grass-roots initiative received a 
national award for outstanding youth 
preparedness by FEMA.
 When asked what initiated the in-
terest in CERT training, medical sci-
ence instructor at Florence High, Kira 

Berch, explained that it was a combi-
nation of being provided information 
about the program through her work 
and her personal experience grow-
ing up in Louisiana where her family 
stayed prepared for potential natural 
disasters. 
 Since becoming a resident of Mis-

sissippi, Berch has been surprised to 
discover the number of families who 
"are not prepared to be without water, 
electricity or even a home for an ex-
tended amount of time." MyPI fills in 
the gaps by teaching students how to 

prepare for an emergency and to edu-
cate others in the community.   
 Berch serves as the lead instruc-
tor of the program but has also em-
ployed a series of guest speakers: Bri-
an Grantham, alderman and Rankin 
Emergency Management team lead, 
who discussed the public's role in di-

sasters; Florence resident and City of 
Ridgeland firefighter James Hemphill, 
who spoke on fire management;   and 
Laura Fosselman, training coordinator 
with the Mississippi Office of Home-
land Security, who discussed civilian 

response to active shooter scenarios. 
  Berch says she is already seeing 
positive results from the training - stu-
dents have begun sharing with their 
families what they have learned about 
preventing and/or addressing emergen-
cies in the home, as well as discussing 
a plan of action in case there is a natu-
ral disaster. 
 Berch’s hope for the future is that 
the students will be able to apply their 
training with confidence if a local 
emergency occurs - whether it be a 
traffic accident on Highway 49, a train 
derailment or a natural disaster such as 
a tornado. 
 The students in Berch’s class will 
complete the course of instruction this 
November, and each student who par-
ticipated in MyPI will receive the or-
ange graduation cord as well as a fully 
supplied CERT bag to use if and when 
the worst happens.   
 For more information visit 
mypinational.extension.msstate.edu/.

By Alexa Haik

Florence students train for emergency response

Florence residents: Do you 
have a favorite holiday tradition?

 The Florence News will be hold-
ing a community survey in the 
month of November. In honor of 
the Christmas season, we are asking 
our readers, "What are your three 
favorite holiday traditions in the 
Florence community?" The win-

ning entry will be announced in De-
cember on Facebook and may also 
be featured in a future article in the 
SW Rankin News. The deadline is 
November 25, so visit The Florence 
News Facebook page to participate 
and for a chance to win.

Special to The Florence News

Special to The Florence News

The Big Thrift is on the move

 Florence’s local thrift store, the Big 
Thrift, will be moving to a new loca-
tion in Richland early next year and 
The Florence News spoke with Shelby 
Parsons, the communications manag-
er for Mississippi Spay and Neuter 
[MS SPAN], about the details of the 
move.

 When did the thrift store originally 
start up and why? Why the decision 
to move from the Florence location 
to Richland? How does the income 
from the store support MS SPAN and 
Mississippi Animal Rescue League 
[MARL]? When is the grand opening 
of the new location? To get the an-
swers to these questions and more, see 
page 9.  

By Alexa Haik

Special to The Florence News
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 Zach Bridges was born and raised in 
Pearl. He sang in church and school 
choir but never considered these activ-
ities part of a budding career. Growing 
up, his true love was baseball. As a 
young boy, his dream was of becom-
ing a professional baseball player. He 
played in high school followed by two 
years in junior college. 
 At the age of twenty, however, some-
thing shifted, and he began to have 
second thoughts about his childhood 
dream. It consumed a lot of time, and 
he was reaching burnout. The decision 
to let it go became the catalyst for what 
was to come, in a big way.
 Bridges spent his fi rst college year at 
Hinds Community College, followed 
by a year at Holmes Community Col-
lege, where something took root…a 
buddy on the baseball team had a gui-
tar, and Bridges started to show a little 
interest in it. That was it, just an inter-
est, but the seed was planted. 
 The momentum didn’t really take 
hold until his fi rst year at University 
of Southern Mississippi. With a back-
ground in music by way of childhood 
piano lessons, Bridges began to study 

guitar via instructional videos on You-
Tube. There he honed his skills, and, 
within two years, he was not only play-
ing the guitar but also doing a little 
singing as well - mostly country tunes 
from his past. 
 He explains that "…my parents are 
from the country, so all [they] listened 
to [while I was] growing up was coun-
try music. I wasn’t really into music 
much back then, but I loved Alan Jack-
son, George Strait, Garth Brooks, all 
those big people from the 90s."
 One day, while listening to the radio, 
Bridges had the epiphany - "I [can] 
write stuff  like this," and a songwriter 
was born. Although he does not recall 
what inspired him to start writing the 
lyrics for his fi rst original song, "Mis-
sissippi Roads," it turned out to be good 
enough to record and publish online.
 Bridges is modest when describing 
his lyrical skills, saying only that he 
tries to make a song "sound like some-
thing [you] would hear on the radio," 
adding that "just like everything else, 
the more you do it the better you get at 
it."
 After performing a few years in local 
venues, audience members, family and 
friends began encouraging Bridges to 

audition for 
talent compe-
titions, such 
as The Voice
or Ameri-
can Idol. His 
response to 
them, always, 
was "I’ll think 
about it." Nev-
er considering 
the possibility 
he had a future in music. 
 It was fi nally a good faith gesture by 
his wife that secured his audition with a 
national singing competition on NBC - 
The Voice. Believing in the strength of 
his talents, she secretly signed him up 
for an account to audition. Very short-
ly thereafter, talent scouts contacted 
Bridges directly to request an audition.
 Bridges' initial reaction was, like most 
people, that of disbelief and skepticism: 
"I was like, this is fake, I had to Google 
the name to make sure it’s real." Once 
he was able to confi rm that the audition 
request was legitimate, his confusion fi -
nally turned into excitement. 
 Practical and down-to-earth when dis-
cussing the future, Bridges says, "I am 
just trying to capitalize on this oppor-

tunity, and use it to my advantage, and 
kind of see what happens. I will always 
put music out, but this is a good oppor-
tunity to get it out there even more." The 
ultimate goal for Bridges is to eventual-
ly go full time with the music, but in the 
short term he plans to keep his full time 
x-ray technician job, as he and his wife 
are expecting a child soon, and need 
that steady income.
 When asked how his family is adjust-
ing to the fanfare and national publicity, 
he says his wife is being a real trouper 
and sometimes, when things get a little 
overwhelming, he playfully reminds 
her who set things in motion. As for his 
parents, he says that the most meaning-
ful aspect of this journey has been their 
pride in his success, and, in his words, 
for them "to fi nally see something work 
in my favor." 
 The way he describes the incredible 
journey from his childhood dreams of 
the major leagues, to country music 
artist in demand, Bridges makes it all 
sound so easy and matter-of-fact, but 
everyone around him knows that they 
are watching a rising star.
 Season seventeen of The Voice airs 
Mondays and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Cen-
tral Time on NBC.

Bridges hits a grand slam in Los Angeles

Photos by NBC/The Voice

By Alexa Haik
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NAME AGE CITY DOD Funeral Home 
James "Jimmy" Roy Beall Jr. 88 Byram, MS 10/31/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Ti� any Bell 39 Florence, MS 9/29/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Joseph "Joey" Brinson 43 Florence, MS 10/4/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Frank Sam Dantoni, Jr.  62 Florence, MS 10/5/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Calvin Farris 43 Richland, MS 10/9/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Harold Scott Doster 52 Florence, MS 10/13/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Kenneth "Ken" Eady 54 Florence, MS 10/19/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Tommy Joe Randall 66 Kaufman, TX 10/21/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
William "Bill" H. Sanders 75 Florence, MS 10/24/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
Annette Kent 62 Richland, MS 10/25/19 Chancellor Funeral Home
William "Bo" Clark 83 Florence, MS 10/28/19 Chancellor Funeral Home

R a n k i n  C o u n t y  C a m p u s
602 Grants Ferry Road, Brandon, MS 39047 (Next to Cowboy Maloney)  •  www.nhcms.org

Every Sunday at 9:45 AM
NURSERY AND CHILDREN’S SERVICE AVAILABLE

You Are Invited to Worship with us at
New Horizon Church International

R a n k i n  C o u n t y  C a m p u s

“A Loving Church �at’s Loving on God, Loving on People, and Changing Communities”
Bishop Ronnie Crudup, Sr.  •  Minister Jason Goree - Campus Leade Pastor

THANKSGIVING
 Thanksgiving is America's preeminent day. It is celebrated every year on 
the fourth Thursday in the month of November. It has a very interesting 
history. Its origin can be traced back to the 16th century when the first 
thanksgiving dinner is said to have taken place. As President of the United 
States, George Washington proclaimed the first nationwide thanksgiving 
celebration in America marking November 26, 1789, "as a day of public 
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful 
hearts the many and signal favours of Almighty God." After a number of 
events and changes, President Lincoln proclaimed last Thursday in 
November of thanksgiving in the year 1863. On December 26, 1941, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a joint resolution of Congress 
changing the national Thanksgiving Day from the last Thursday in 
November to the fourth Thursday. 
 Long before Thanksgiving was observed the apostles on the pages of 
the inspired book said much about this subject. “In everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thes.5:18). “Giving 
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (Eph.5:20). “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God.” (Phil.4:7). Every time we pray for something, first thank 
God for the many blessing He has given us. “Count your many blessings, 
name them one by one, and it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” 
(A hymn by Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1956- 1952). 
 Do we have a thankful spirit or one of ingratitude? Ingratitude displeases 
God! When Paul was writing to Timothy he mentions a list of things that 
are included in “perilous times” (2 Tim.3:1-5). One of the things mentioned 
is “unthankful”. Jesus says that God is even “kind to the unthankful and 
evil”. (Lk.6:35). Even in an unthankful heart God is still kind toward them. 
 Thanksgiving is a wonderful time of year when family and friends come 
together in the spirit of thanksgiving. May our prayers be thankful not only 
for God’s richness toward us, but being thankful for fellow Christians, for 
those who faithfully preach and teach the word of God, for the ultimate 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ to bring about the salvation through God’s 
wonderful grace. 
 This Thanksgiving stop and be thankful for the many blessings we enjoy.
Florence Church of Christ, P.O. Box 277, Florence, Ms 39073

Visitors are always welcome!

Old Truths for Today
By J.T. Morgan

Local Churches
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 The Richland Community Center is 
currently accepting vendor applica-
tions for their sixth annual Totally Lo-
cally Christmas Market, scheduled for 
Saturday, December 14, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Christmas themed merchandise 
is on high demand, but also arts, crafts 
and boutique shopping merchandise are 
also welcome at the market. No direct 
sales or fl ea market items are allowed.
 Applications are available upon re-
quest, by contacting the community 
center at 601-420-3400 or direct mes-
saging them on the Totally Locally 
Christmas Market Facebook page. 
The space for the market can accom-

modate up to 
fi fty-fi ve dis-
plays, and 
applications 
will be ac-
cepted as 
long as space 
r e m a i n s 
available. 
   The cost for 
a single dis-
play, which 
can include 
up to two 
booths, is $50. The space available for 
each vendor is approximately 10 foot 
by 10 foot, and the community center 
will provide one table and chair per 

booth. Free standing props are allowed 
but no banners or other items may be 
hung, taped or pinned to the walls. Peg 
boards, racks and shelving units are 
also allowed at the market, but not pro-
vided. Electricity is available on a fi rst 
come fi rst serve basis. 
 This year’s event is sponsored by 
the city of Richland and the Richland 
Economic Development  Association 
[REDA] and they encourage everyone 
to shop local.
 The Richland Community Center 
is also accepting applications for the 
2019 Christmas Parade, scheduled for 
Saturday, December 14, at 4:30 p.m. 
The parade will begin and end at West-
side Park, located at 160 Brandon Ave-

nue in Richland. 
 The center encourages businesses, 
clubs, schools, non-profi t organiza-
tions as well as churches to participate. 
Awards will be presented to parade 
fl oats for best use of a theme, best over-
all fl oat and best group presentation.
 Parade applications as well as details 
on the parade route are available at the 
Richland Community Center or online 
at www.richlandms.org.
 Applicants may mail, fax (to 
601-420-3405) or drop off  complet-
ed forms to the attention of Kristina 
Jordan, Christmas Parade, 410 East 
Harper Street, Richland, MS 39218. 
Contact the Richland  601-420-3400 
for further information.

Richland now accepting applications for Christmas events
Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

WIN $25!*
In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                             Find it, write the advertiser’s 
name and the page number where you found it below, and mail this form to the indicated address. A drawing will 
be held to determine our winner from all correct entries received by November 26, 2019. There will be one winner 
per each issue in which this contest entry form appears. One entry per household per issue, please.

*Winner will receive a $25 gift certi�cate from ChixChicken
and Chopz at the Outlets of Mississippi in Pearl.

Mail entries to:
P.O. Box 5963

Pearl, MS  39208

FROM

WINNNER FOR OCTOBER...MARTHA WINDHAM! CALL 601-990-9511 TO COLLECT YOUR PRIZE.

In one advertisement in this issue, we’ve placed this newspaper image.                             Find it, write the advertiser’s 

Rankin County School District's September student of the month for Florence Middle School is 
eighth-grader Owen Morgan.

Student of the month awarded 
to Florence eighth-grader

Special to SW Rankin News
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October meeting held for local garden club

The Richland-Florence Garden Club held their monthly meeting recently at the Richland Community 
Center. The speaker was Joan Alliston, and the topic of the meeting was "How to take your perennials 
to new heights." Hostesses for the meeting were Sandy Ashley, Scottie Boyanton, Elizabeth Hawthorne 
and Lynne Wynne.

Special to SW Rankin News
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A Service of NuWay Realty MS  Rick Clarke, Broker-Owner, B-21799.

601-941-1857
For more information on our new options to sell and buy, go to:

nuway.ms
Easy to remember. Easy to share.

List-it Yourself with NuWay
The new way to list, market, and sell your home!

HomeSearch by NuWay
Finding your first or next home just got easier!

www.nuwayms.com

It shouldn’t cost you so much to list and sell your home.
Just say no to the 6 percenters. After all, it’s your money.

Simple steps. Simply results. The smarter home search.

MDE announces student 
advisory council members 
 The Mississippi Department of Edu-
cation [MDE] recently announced the 
members of the inaugural State Super-
intendent’s Student Advisory Coun-
cil. The council includes students in 
grades eleven through twelve or first 
year of college to serve as members 
for a term of two school years. 
 More than 150 students from across 
the state applied for membership on 
the council, and eighty-three were 
selected. Among those were Pearl 
High School student Allyse Hayes 
and Maggy Greer of Florence High 
School. The council is comprised of 
students from different backgrounds, 
school size and regions in Mississip-
pi. They will be able to share their 
opinions and offer advice about edu-
cational opportunities and policy in 
Mississippi with Dr. Carey Wright, 
state superintendent of education.
 "I’m looking forward to hearing di-
rectly from students on issues of im-
portance to them," Wright said. "As 
our clients, we want to make sure 
public education provides them with 
the knowledge and skills they need to 
be successful. The council also allows 
students to interact with their peers 
from around the state and learn from 
one another."
 The council’s purpose is to provide 

a forum for Mississippi’s students to 
offer diverse perspectives to Wright. 
The selected students will act as liai-
sons between MDE and public school 
students from across the state.
 Council meetings will be held twice 
(fall and spring) during the school 
year. 

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Allyse Hayes of Pearl High School.

Florence Rotary Club chili cook-off a success

Special to SW Rankin News

 Florence Rotary Club recently held 
their annual chili cook-off at Hemphill 
Park. Pam Smith and Betsy Redfern 
received the award for best chicken 
chili for their "Witches Brew." Richard 

Redfern of Mississippi College Foot-
ball received the award for best theme, 
while Mayor Bob Morris received the 
the best chili award for his "Morris 
Marksmen" chili. The People’s Choice 
award went to Billy Talley of Telecon-
nect.

Special to SW Rankin News
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ADVERTISING IN SOUTHWEST RANKIN NEWS,
PLEASE CONTACT: SUSIE WOLFE | 601-706-9237 OR News@SWRankinNews.com

Byram
Vowells 

Cleary
BP Fast Trip

Brandon
Brandon Public Library
East Brandon Co�ee Factory
Kroger
Ramey's Grocery
Rankin County Chamber O�ce
Rankin County Co-op
Penn's Fish House
Piggly Wiggly

Florence
A-1 Gear & Auto
Berry's Seafood
Café Crave
Camper Kingdom
Chancellor Funeral Home
Circle K with Krystal
Circle K with Little Caesars
City Hall
Cole Family Dentistry
Copiah Bank
Country Meat Packers
El Cabrito Mexican Restaurant

First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church
Florence Dental Clinic
Florence Family Medical
Florence Public Library
Jerry's Cat�sh House
Los Cazadores Mexican Grill 
MaMa's Kitchen
McGee Realty
Polk's Drugs
Ramey's Grocery
Restoration Church
Smokehouse BBQ
South Rankin Family Clinic
Stepping Stones Learning Center
The Donut Shop
Trustmark Bank

Flowood
3 Gun Tactical
Flowood Public Library
Mugshots Airport at Lakeland
Simply Southern Café & Grill

Pearl
Chamber of Commerce
City Hall
Cool Fuel
Country Fisherman Restaurant 

Crown Jeweler's
Fire Department
Havard Real Estate
Kroger
Little Willie's BBQ
Mack's Tobacco 
Outlet's of Mississippi
Pearl Public Library
Pizza Inn
Police Department
Pure Air Consultants
Rankin Square Shopping Center by 
Bounce Palace
Revell Hardware
Richland Wrecker Service
Snippers Salon by Fowler Chiropractic
StowAway Self-Storage
Super Mart Old Brandon Road
Sutherland's 
Sushi ZENTO
Sweet Peas
Wild Salon by Hinds CC
Xcel Rehab PT
Untamed Salon in College Crossing 
Shopping Center

Richland
49 Tire & Auto Service
Allstate Eddie Grimes

Capitol Oil 
Chapel Ridge Apartments
City Hall
Community Center
Conrad Martin
El Cabrito Mexican Restaurant
El Ranchito Mexican Grill
Empire Truck Sales
First United Methodist Church
Kroger
MEA Health Clinic
Marathon by Walmart and Dairy 
Queen
Mazzios
Mi Cabritto Mexican Restaurant
Optical 2000
Plain View Assisted Living
Parks & Recreation Center 
Police Department
Polk's Drugs
Pruitt Rental and Outdoor
Rebecca Rose Flea Market
Red Wagon Boutique
Revell Hardware
Richland Public Library
Richland Parks & Recreation
Shell Station
Stoney Creek Mobile Home Park
StowAway Self Storage

Stribling Equipment
T-Rays BBQ
Tiny Treasures
The Donut Shop Café
Willow Blu

Schools
Discovery Christian School
Florence Elementary
Florence Middle
Florence High
McLaurin Elementary
McLaurin High

Northside Elementary
Pearl Lower Elementary
Pearl Upper Elementary
Pearl Junior High
Pearl High
Richland Elementary
Richland Upper Elementary
Richland High
Steen's Creek Elementary
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 Firefighters from across the state 
honored their own at the Missis-
sippi Fallen Firefighters Memorial 
Service which was held recently 
on the campus of the Mississippi 
State Fire Academy in Pearl.
 Four firefighters, Dustin Grubbs 
of the Magee Volunteer Fire De-
partment, Randall Yeatman of 
the Woodland Volunteer Fire De-
partment, Robert Dunaway of the 
Howell Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and Todd Lanthrip of the 
Mathiston Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, lost their lives in the line 
of duty this year.  With these four 
additions, there will be 106 names 
inscribed on the Mississippi Fall-
en Firefighters Memorial Wall, 
which commemorates those who 
have served the citizens of Missis-
sippi by giving the ultimate sacri-
fice.
 Firefighters, friends and family 
from across the state attend this 
annual event to honor and reflect 
on the commitment to service that 
these firefighters gave to their 
communities and to the people 
they served.

Special to SW Rankin News

Statewide memorial service honors fallen firefighters

Special to SW Rankin News
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Photos special to SW Rankin News

Emily Adams was crowned Richland’s football maid for 2019.  She was escorted by her father, Jay 
Adams. Pictured (l to r) are: Jay Adams, Emily Adams and Richland High School principal, Scott Rimes.

Richland’s homecoming queen, football maid crowned

Joely Miller was crowned Richland’s 2019 homecoming queen. Miller is escorted by her brother, 
Jameson Miller.



 The Big Thrift, a business currently 
located at 2785 Highway 49 South in 
Florence, is a thrift store like no other. 
It is owned by a non-profi t organiza-
tion, Mississippi Spay & Neuter [MS 
SPAN], with all proceeds supporting 
two non-profi t animal welfare organi-
zations, MS SPAN and Mississippi An-
imal Rescue League [MARL].
 It is the brain child of MS SPAN's 
founder and president, Elaine Adair. In 
October of 2014, while attending a con-
ference, Adair learned of other animal 
welfare organizations that had opened 
thrift stores in an eff ort to raise funds 
and help more animals. Believing this 
would be a good fi t for MS SPAN, the 
Big Thrift opened its doors shortly 
thereafter - in December of 2014 - and 
has been going strong ever since.
 They sell many of the same items 
that other thrift shops do, but the store 
has a reputation of being exceptionally 
clean and well-organized with a bou-
tique-style atmosphere. Shoppers will 
fi nd merchandise such as clothing, 

household items, kid's stuff , electron-
ics, holiday items, media, books, pet 
supplies and furniture. Sales at the 
shop change weekly, and stock is rotat-
ed and reduced in price all the time. 
 Since 2014, the store has been man-
aged by MS SPAN staff , who currently 
travel back and forth from the clinic 
in Pearl to the thrift store in Florence. 
However, as of December 7, MS 
SPAN’s Big Fix Clinic is moving to a 
new location in Richland and will be 
followed shortly thereafter by The Big 
Thrift. 
 Moving into a building owned by MS 
SPAN will eliminate rental expenses 
and save staff  time, both of which allow 
them to dedicate more funds directly 
to helping animals. The new shop will 
also have an adoption center that will 
be available every Saturday for MARL 
and other non-profi t animal welfare or-
ganizations.
 All those interested in getting in-
volved with the Big Thrift have op-
tions: shop, donate, volunteer, and/or 
plan to attend the open house that MS 
SPAN will be hosting in December. 

Any of these activities contribute in a 
meaningful way to their fund-raising 
eff orts - and anything that contributes 
to the success of the thrift shop, will ul-
timately benefi t MS SPAN and MARL. 
MS SPAN will be hosting the open 
house at the new facility, located at 657 

Highway 49, Richland, on Saturday, 
December 7, from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
 For more information on volun-
teering, visit msspan.org/volunteer, 
and for more information about the 
open house or the Big Thrift, visit 
www.bigthrift.net.
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EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

OPTICAL 2000
815 Hwy. 80 East
Clinton, MS 39056
Phone:  (601) 924-4444
Fax:  (601) 924-4100

655 Highway 49, Suite M
Richland, MS 39218

Phone:  (601) 932-3727
Fax:  (601) 932-3728

Dr. Bobby C. Pankey
Optometrist

Cell:  (601) 613-3173

Call for
pricing!

2+/- Acres   I-2   250K   Byram, MS   I-55 Frontage

Special to SW Rankin News

The Big Thrift business is on the move

Big Thrift staff  and volunteers.

By Alexa Haik
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Pearl High presents 2019 homecoming court

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are: senior homecoming maid Rachel Hernandez, senior homecoming maid Ta’lyn 
Beamon, senior homecoming maid Erin Collins, senior homecoming maid Antjuanque Rimmer, senior 
homecoming  maid Melody Rawls, senior homecoming and football maid Presley Brewer  and senior 
homecoming maid Laura Bouldin.

Pictured (l to r) are: junior homecoming maid Tori Douglas, junior homecoming maid Amrit Kaur, junior 
homecoming maid Olivia Wilson, junior homecoming maid Ashton Spell and junior homecoming maid 
Lex Anderson.

Pictured (l  to r) are: sophomore homecoming maid Zamiya Warner, sophomore homecoming maid 
Aleyah Mosley, sophomore homecoming maid Mikayla Sills and sophomore homecoming maid Alex-
andria Villanueva.

Pictured (l to r) are: freshman homecoming maid Kate Roa, freshman homecoming maid Anneliese 
Renfroe and freshman homecoming maid Saylor Foster.
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Annual tournament helps Richland teacher "kick cancer"

Team Balls and Dolls.

Team Beach Please received third place and the best costumes for a cause 
award.

 The Sixth Annual Kickin’ Cancer 
Coed Kickball Tournament in memory 
of Paige McLendon was held this year 
during Richland’s 49 Fest. Each year, 
the proceeds from the benefit are gifted 
to a local hero fighting his or her own 
battle against cancer. This year’s re-

cipient was Elizabeth Allen, a teacher 
at Richland Upper Elementary. Allen 
expressed her sincere gratitude to the 
McLendon family and all who contrib-
uted and participated in the event. She 
encourages everyone to do self exam-
inations for breast cancer. 
 Allen expressed her deepest gratitude 
by saying, "We can fight this dangerous 

disease together! 
It’s wonderful how 
the community 
came together to 
support this and to 
remember Paige! 
She was the sweet-
est, and I am hon-
ored!"

Special to SW Rankin News

Team Elite won second place. Team GI Joes and Rangers.

Team Rubber Busters were the Champions of the Kickin’ Cancer tourna-
ment.

Teacher at Richland Upper Elementary 
and gift recipient Elizabeth Allen.

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are: inductee Garret Lawson of Florence, inductee Sadie Parker of Brandon, inductee Chase Ezell of Flowood, induct-
ee Laura Duncan of Florence and inductee Ta'Mari Lloyd of Pearl.

Hinds Community College honorary society newest members
 The Gamma Lambda Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa at Hinds Community Col-
lege [HCC] held a ceremony recently 
at the Raymond campus to induct new 
members for the fall 2019 semester. 
 Phi Theta Kappa is the international 
honor society for community and ju-
nior college students. Membership in 
Phi Theta Kappa is extended to students 
who have a three point five cumulative 

grade point av-
erage or above 
on twelve or 
more trans-
ferable credit 
hours. There 
are more than 
1,285 Phi Theta 
Kappa chapters 
throughout the 
United States 
and abroad.

Special to SW Rankin News

Photos special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: officer Ashlee Sowell of Benton, officer Brianna Chargualaf of Jackson, officer Maria Serratos of Clinton, officer Kevin Michel of Florence, officer Trinity Burge of Clinton, officer Grace 
Smith of Jackson and officer Breanna Presley of Lena; and back row: officer Syndey Smith of Florence, officer Taylor Carter of Brookhaven, officer Souyma Dhingra of Clinton, officer Matt Hupperich of Terry, 
officer Alex Walker of Crystal Springs and officer Caila Hankins of Raymond.



November 201912

OPEN HOURS:
Monday - Friday

7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

OPEN HOURS: 
Monday - Friday

7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday

8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Your Home town Oil Change Pros!

Join Our Mobile VIP Club
Text ROC3 to 28748

Like us on Facebook.com/ROCFlowood

WE SELL, INSTALL AND PROFESSIONALLY SERVICE TIRES

Fleet Charge Accounts Available & We Accept Most National Fleets & Major Credit Cards

Like us on Facebook.com/ROCRez7

Join Our Mobile VIP Club
Text ROC7 to 28748

4208 Lakeland Dr.
Flowood, MS 39232
601-939-3022

309 Village Square Dr.
Brandon, MS 39047
769-235-6170

$8
OFF

Any Rapid Oil Change
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE!  SWRN 11122019

Cannot be combined with other o�ers!
Excludes Propane and Additional Exclusions May Apply!

See Store for Details!  Expires 12/31/2019.

FREE
Tropical Storm Car Wash

No Purchase Necessary

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE!  SWRN 11122019
Cannot be combined with other o�ers!

Some Exclusions May Apply!
See Store for Details!  Expires 12/31/2019.

Special to SW Rankin News

Anna Wood, National Merit Semi-Finalist.

Richland student recognized 
for academic excellence

 The Mississippi Nurse Honor Guard 
recently paid tribute to Bernice Handy 
at Parkview Church of Christ in Jack-
son. The honor guard recognizes nurses 
at the time of death by performing the 
Nightingale Tribute, offi  cially releasing 

the nurse from their duties. The service 
is conducted in traditional white uni-
forms, nursing caps, and Nightingale 
capes.
 For more information contact 
Connie Williams with the Mis-
sissippi Nurse Honor Guard at 
Msnursehonorguard@gmail.com.

Special to SW Rankin News

Special to SW Rankin News

Mississippi Nurse Honor 
Guard convenes for tribute

 Anna Wood of Richland was 
named a Class of 2020 Nation-
al Merit Semi-Finalist by the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. In the United 
States, approximately 16,000 
students were named semi-fi -
nalists in this program. The 
National Merit Semi-Finalists  
are at the top one percent of 
high school senior students in 
the country.
 Wood is a member of the 
Richland Resonance Show 
choir, colorguard, student 
council and the academic team 
at Richland High School. She 
is also an active member of the 
youth group at First Baptist 
Church of Richland and a child 
life volunteer at the University 
of Mississippi Medical Center.
 Wood is the daughter of Chris 
and Nicole Wood. Her grand-
parents are Marcus and Glynda 
Ross of Florence and Henry 
and Nelda Wood of Brandon.

Special to SW Rankin News

Pictured (l to r) are: Amy Lenior of Clinton, Mary Habib of Madison , Beth McCord of Florence, Latasha 
Estus of Madison, Pam Bogle of Pearl, Christine Shirley of Brandon and Connie Williams of Terry.
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

WANT THE BEST CAR DEAL?

Please contact
Chris McCoy at 
(601) 706-9237.

LET THE

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!

 CMRLS Libraries will 
be off ering full amnes-
ty on all overdue books 
during the Thanksgiving 
holiday week, Monday, 
November 25, through 
Friday, November 30. 
Return any and all late 
items during this week, 
and all fi nes and fees will 
be waived. 
  For more information, 
call 601-825-0100, or visit 
www.cmrls.lib.ms.us.

Special to SW Rankin 
News

Amnesty week at CMRLS libraries

Special to SW Rankin News
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12 DAYS OF GIVING
GIFT CARD SALE
Buy 3, Get 1 Free, We Give 10% To Charity!

NOVEMBER 15TH - 26TH | IN STORE OR ONLINE

3 IN 1G I FTCARD .COM

RANKIN AREA 
DINING GUIDE

Restaurants, Join the NEW
SW Rankin News Dining Guide.

To promote your
restaurant, call Clay

at 601-397-4442.
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Richland dispatcher receives service honor

133 Center Street
Richland, MS 39218

RICHLAND
LOCATION

601-939-5007

4195 Highway 80 E.
Pearl, MS 39208

PEARL
LOCATION

601-939-3255

Special to SW Rankin News

Michael Furini received his twenty-five year service pin with Richland Police Department [RPD]. Furini 
was originally hired as a dispatcher for RPD and has worked for Court Services for the past six years.

Special to SW Rankin News

Pearl football player recognized 
for outstanding performance

Pearl High School senior football player Kenyatta Harrell received the Wendy’s Giant of the Week 
award for the victory over Ridgeland. Harrell rushed thirty times totaling 364 yards and six touchdowns, 
leading the Pirates to a sixty-two —twenty-one victory over Ridgeland. Harrell also won the BankPlus 
Blitz Sixteen Player of the Week.
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    Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call 1-866-966-2142 to order item 487
or Visit HaleGroves.com/A12277

Order Item #487, mention Code HMVH-N275 for your $18 savings. 

Only $19.99*  (reg. $37.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift 
ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2019 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Call now and

SAVE 47%!
*Plus $5.99 handling to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time offer, good while 

supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVH-N275

4 unique varieties. 20 delicious oranges!

Navel
Oranges

Tangerines

Petite Navel 
Oranges

Petite Red 
Navels

SAVE $18!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$1999*

Special limited 
time offer!

Amazing Oranges!

favorite varieties

delicious oranges
fresh from the Grove20

4

 How does an idea turn into action? 
Sometimes it is just a matter of follow-
ing the heart. This is what happened to 
Christy and Luke Milbourne of Flor-
ence in June 2006, when a neighbor was 
inspired to bring an injured box turtle 
the neighbor found in a burn pile to the 
Milbourne’s home. The only indication 
at the time of the Milboures' interest in 
the terrestrial diapsid was the "vast turtle 
fi gurine collection [Christy] had" on dis-
play in their home.
 Lacking expertise in identifying or car-
ing for a turtle in need, the Milbournes 
scoured the internet and came across an 
online discussion board that ultimately 
provided them with the information, re-
sources, and community they needed to 
get started. 
 This single experience became the 
foundation of what was to become their 
new vocation -  providing proper hus-
bandry, diet and medical intervention for 
injured tortoises and turtles in the state 
of Mississippi.  As of January 2017, the 
rescue was offi  cially designated as a 
501(c) (3) nonprofi t organization by the 
Internal Revenue Service.
 Now referred to as the Central Missis-

sippi Turtle Rescue, what was once just 
two people with a desire to assist a rep-
tile in need, has evolved into an offi  cial 
wildlife rescue and rehab facility. 
 For those who wonder if their turtle or 
tortoise needs medical intervention, the 
Rescue recommends that "any obvious 
injuries or bleeding…should be brought 
to a rehabber or reptile vet as soon as 
possible." However, some health issues 
are not as obvious, so their bottom line 
is, "[w]hen in doubt, give us a call."
 Once the Rescue makes the decision 
to accept a new patient, there are several 
options for care which must be consid-
ered, based on the turtle’s current condi-
tion and its prognosis for a full recovery. 
 "In order to be released, the turtle must 
be able to perform all functions neces-
sary for its continued health and safety," 
says Christy. The necessary functions 
include the ability to forage for food, 
protect themselves from predators, and 
hibernate without further risk of injury 
or illness. Additionally, box turtles in 
particular must be returned to within a 
quarter-mile of where they were discov-
ered, as they become attached to the area 
within which they were born, and if re-
leased elsewhere, will wander randomly 
looking for home, until they die.

 In addition 
to the non-re-
lease policy 
for box tur-
tles with no 
known place 
of origin, tur-
tles that have 
been kept 
as pets or 
non-native turtles are also not candidates 
for returning to the outdoors. Once these 
particular turtles have been restored to 
health, they will either remain at the res-
cue or be adopted out. 
 The Milbornes explained that individ-
uals or families interested in adoption 
need to know that there is an extensive 
vetting process, including background 
checks with the applicants’ veterinarian 
as well as personal references. This is to 
ensure that the turtles’ safety and com-
fort is honored and maintained. 
 Finally, there are also those turtles who 
have sustained injuries so severe that 
the only humane solution is euthanasia. 
Christy explains that this is the last op-
tion when it is "medically necessary as 
a means to relieve suff ering that could 
not be relieved in any other way, or…a 
turtle cannot live a normal life even after 

healing."
 Although the turtle rescue itself is not 
open to the public, there are multiple 
ways to lend a helping hand in addition 
to fostering or adoption - become a vol-
unteer, purchase a decal or t-shirt, donate 
supplies (used or new) - the list goes on. 
The Central Mississippi Turtle Rescue 
website states that "[a]ll proceeds go 
to the mission of rescuing, rehabbing, 
and releasing sick, injured, neglected, 
abused, or abandoned turtles and tortois-
es."
 But, back to the original story - the one 
about the box turtle found injured in a 
burn pile by a concerned neighbor. Turns 
out, he was missing a leg but otherwise 
not in need of rehab. At the point in time 
this was discovered, unfortunately, it 
was too late to release him back into the 
wild. Maturin, as he is now called, re-
mains at the rehab as a permanent res-
ident and is used occasionally as an in-
structional tool when the rescue is asked 
to speak at local community events or 
schools about the terrestrial, freshwater 
and marine reptiles they love. 
 For more information about the rescue 
visit Central Mississippi Turtle Rescue 
at centralmsturtlerescue.com or visit 
their Facebook page.

The turtle whisperers of Florence Mississippi
By Alexa Haik

Maturin, the box turtle.

More Holiday Fun at

Join us on
Saturday, 

November 16
from 10:00 am-1:00 pm

for a live remote with Lady V

FREE ADMISSION
&

Bring the kids 
Saturday, 
December 7th
from 10:00 am-2:00 pm
to visit SANTA!

Music by
Pearl Jam

Fun for the whole family!
Unique Gift s  Holiday Shopping 

New Items Arriving Daily!
Rent a Booth for Holiday Cash!

3064 Hwy 80 East, Pearl MS  
www.tradedaysllc.com

(601) 939-4131

Combined Holiday Ad.indd   1 10/21/19   4:33 PM

Photo courtesy of the Central 
Mississippi Turtle Rescue


